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IFACE 



Probably no one has ever completed a piece of work with- 
out the most profoimd misgivings as bo its value. When a 
writer has been engaged for a long time in the details of 
a book, it is very diflScult to put it away from himself and 
regard it objectively, aa though he bad had no hand in its 
production. In the present case certain criticisms are, of 
course, obvious. The general scheme may be objected to, 
or if that is considered praiseworthy, the method in which 
it is worked out may be held to be deserving of censure. Of 
course, there are serious and reverent students who dislike 
any process that seems to tamper with the text of Holy 
Scripture. To such, naturally, the present book will make 
no appeal. 

With much hesitation I have used the title The Literary 
Man's Bible, because it more exactly explains than any other 
the purpose I have in view. There is an implied assumption 
in the title which I do nut like. Doubtless it savours some- 
what of arrogance to pretend an ability to select some 
passages rather than others as representative of a hiyher 
literary value. But what I should like the reader to under- 
stand is that throughout I concern myself with the Old Testa- 
ment purely as literature, and that a treatment which would be 
unpardonable so lung as the Bible is regarded as a religious 
manual may possibly be excused if the standpoint throughout 
is concerned with the character of Hebraic documents, 
etaauating from a race which was admirably fitted to give us 
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very high examples of literary attainmeot. I confess that 
what I should like to do is to give back the Bible to 
thoughtful men, who, owing to a variety of circumstancee, 
are not able to appreciat<?, or have ceased to appreciate, its 
unparalleled value. With great regret I have omitted the 
Apocrypha, mainly on grounds connected with the length 
which, if it were included, this volume would assume. With 
the New Testament also I am not at present concerned. I 
have used the Authorised Version throughout, because the 
Revised Version, doubtless more accurate, cannot hope to 
compete with the older and more familiar version, which 
was pro<hiced at a great flowering time of English letters. 

The question of notes has been very troublesome. Some- 
thing of the nature of explanation is clearly necessary. Yet 
it would have been absurd in a volume like this to enter 
largely into disquisitions more appropriate to works belonging 
to the higher criticism. There must inevitably be something 
arbitrary in the selection of passages requiring annotation ; 
but a writer can only be guided in these matters by his 
own instinct and predilections, which very likely may not 
commend themselves to others. I have thought it better to 
keep the nutes as short as possible ; but I am quite aware 
that their very brevity may leatl to obscurity. Brevis eaae 
laboro: Obsrurus fiv. Perhaps some readers may find even 
lightness or flippancy in my comments, but I am not 
personally conscious of so unworthy an attitude. 

From a similar desire to be terse and explicit, I have not 
quoted many autliorities, but I think chapter and verse 
could be given for all my statements. The books I have 
mainly used are Cornill's IiUrmhiction to the Garumieal Books 
of the. Old Testament, translated by Mr. G. H. Box ; Dr. Driver, 
— especially on the Book of Genesis and on the Book of 
the Prophet Jeremiah ; Mr. H. A. Redpath on Ezekiel ; 
Dr. Cheyne,— and here and there his latest volume, 
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Traditions and Beliefs of Ancient Israel ; Professor Friedrich 
Delit2ssch, especially Bahel and Bible; Karl Marti's The 
Religion of ike Old Testament, translated by the Rev. Q. A. 
Bienemann; the volumes of The Century Bible, published 
by Messrs. T. C. and K C. Jack, and The Temple Bible, 
published by Messrs. Dent. Hastings's Dictionary and the 
JETuyclopcedia Bibliea afford invaluable help to every student ; 
and Dr. Pusey's Minor Prophets have also here and there 
been referred to. But this book is not intended to appeal 
to accomplished biblical students, but rather to the man 
of literary tastes and sympathies, who desires to know 
some reasons why he should respect and admire the sacred 
Books of Israel 

W. L. C. 
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PART I 

INTRODUCTORY ESSAYS 

§ I. The Bible as Literature. 

Naturally I liave often asked myself in the course of 
preparing tbis work what was my precise object in attempt- 
ing it. The book originated in a conversation as to the 
literary merits of the Bible. It was maintained t hat, whatever 
original literary merits the Bible may have possessed, they 
had been obscured by a long series of ecclesiastical comments, 
due to the fact that the Bible was mainly, if not exclusively, 
employed for "instruction in righteousness," To those, on 
the other hand, to whom the Bible had been familiar from 
childhood, the idea of regarding it as other than a manual 
for pious use seemed strange and a trifle irreverent. / The 
question was whether a book that bad come so close to our 
business and bosoms could possibly be relieved from its 
didactic implications, and regarded as a collection of texts 
illustrating the characteristic tendencies of Jewish writers 
and exhibiting certain high standards of literature./ The 
answer to some of those who engaged in this conversation 
was frankly in the negative — because it is one of the melan- 
choly effects of allowing any documents to be entirely 
manipulated by priests that all original features are obliter- 
ated in one dead level of uniform doctrinal applicability. 
The case stands as it does very largely with school-books 
based on the work of Greek and Roman writers. Everything 
is viewed and misprized as "lessons." The truth that 
^schylus and Plato wrote for their generation in precisely 
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the same manoer as MiltoD and SLakespcare wrote for theirs 
rarely dawns on the mind of a school-boy, and, if he be not 
interested in classical studies, remains absolutely inoperative 
through his life. Generally the Bible suffers because it is a 
"good Book," not to be touched by profane or irreverent 
fingers. 

When s(/inany peo£le_8eein to imagine that the Bible has 
nothing to ao wHli literature/it appeared to mc to be not an 
unprofitable task to attempt to prove that the.Bible contains 
literary elements of priceless merit^ Ouly, however, under 
certain conditions could such a task be even attempted. The 

y firat thing is to modify the doctrine of verbal inspiration. 
The doctrine is either false or unnecessary. All the highest 
literature of the world is equally inspired, or, if you like, 
equally uninspired. If by inspiration we mean that the 
authors of certain books had the incompaiable advantage of 
being told what to say by the Almighty, and if it be further 
added that only the books included in the sacred Canon are 
to be so regarded, the judgment, I fear, of experienced literary 
students will be one of profound scepticism, if not of abso- 
lute denial. The books of the Bible are exactly like other 
books, so far as Literature is concerned, to bo appraised by 
identical standards. It seems a much more reasonable 
proposition to assert that all the great thoughts of all the 

/ great thinkers in all ages, which have fed the minds of 
humanity and built up the edifice of their hopes, visions, 
dreams and faiths, have a supremo and iucalculable quahty 

/ of their own, which, indeed, may be called in.spiration, because 

.^beyond the capacity of ordinary mcn7 To me, I confess, 

Isaiah is as inspired as Shakespeare, but not more so. 

\ Plato is as inspired as Job, though perhaps a little more so. 

) , One thing, at all events, is iudiapufcable — that if you mark 
|o£f certain writings iu a class by themselves as inspired, they 
may be endowed with a kind of sanctity of their own, but 
they will always be imperfectly understood, and rarely receive 
their due appreciation. They are locked up, but not read, 
or else tbey are read in mechanical, conventional fashion, as 
rot having much to do with the busy life of the world. 
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Alone on their pinnacle they are, it may be, worshipped from ' 
afar, but never lovingly handled by men immersed in business 
and working in the heat of the day. To study the Bible 
as literature we must, I think, get rid of the misleading . 
connotations of inspiration, and frankly subject it to scholarly j 
and enlightened criticism. 

Directly this embargo is removed the whole aspect of 

affairs is changed, nor will the result be so dreadful as some 

simple religious minds suppose. In the long run we shall 

admire with a better grace, because we have obtained 

reasons for our admiration which appeal to our intelligence. 

The process, no doubt, will be a long one, and will occasionally 

be not a little disconcerting. We shall find, for instance, that 

the two Books of Chronicles constitute " a literary forgery," * 

and if we are honest men we must not hesitate to call them so. 

We shall find that the Book of Esther is an almost shocking 

example of Jewish ifitolHraut'u and spite. We shall discover 

that the Jews derived their ideas of cosmogony mainly from 

Babylonia, and that the laws of Moses were largely indebted 

to the code of Hammurabi, We shall become aware that a 

great deal was put under the names of David and Isaiah 

which neither of these two eminent men could possibly have 

vritten, and tliat, indeed, all the early documents of the 

Hebrews were subjected to a series of revisions which in many 

cases conceal and distort their original meaning. We siiall 

also find grave reason to doubt the precise time and the 

precise manner in which the Canon of scriptures was framed. 

There was somelhing absolutely arbitrary in the principles 

according to which some books were included and others 

excluded from the sacred Canon, and it is possible, though 

not certain, that we may liave to come down as late as to the 

ainth century a.d. for the final arrangement of the Canon 

itself. Many other conclusions may have to bo formed un 

which I need not at present enlarge. The only point I wish 

to urge here is that if the Bible is to be regarded as literature 

we must be no more afraid of the results of textual criticism 

than we should be in accepting the work of scholars on the 

I The pbmse bclougB to GomilL 
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MSS. of Sophocles and Lucretius. " The higher criticism " 
has not always enjoyed a very good reputation in England, 
and we must certainly take our authorities for what they may 
be worth. The work of Dr. Cheyne, for instance, is much 
more daring and perhaps less acceptable than that of Dr. 
Driver, and there are immense ditVerences between German 
critics of the advanced type and their more cautious brethren. 
Still, textual criticism has advanced by leaps and bounds, 
and certain conclusions are now accepted by all thinkers 
except those Avho, through difBdence or obstinacy, are still 
shut up in the narrow ecclesiastical prison. 
/ Roughly speaking, the Hebrew documents in our Bible 
fsrent through three or four revisions and redactions among 
phe Jews themselves. Taken us a whole the Bible, as we 
nave it, is largely the manufacture of priestly writers during 
and after the Babylonian exile. \ But of course there are 
earlier elements, some of a high antiquity. The elements 
are generally discriminated in the following fashion. We 
have Jahvist writings ; and the work of the Jahvist (so 
called because of the use of the word Jahveh, the Israelitish 
God) is usually designate*.! as J. Then there are Elohistic 
elements, so called from the use of the word EI and Elohim, 
to represent the God of Israel, and it seems that the Elohistic 
elements came from tlie Northern kingdom, while the 
Jahvistic emanated from Judah. J. and E. were united by 
another hand. Next comes the work of the Deuteronomist 
(D.), which we may date with accuracy in the time of Josiafa, 
about the time when the Book of the Law was discovered by 
Hilkiah. Last came the priestly revision known as P., which 
may have begun with the return of Ezra and Nehemiab 
during the Persian period, when the Hebrews were released 
by Cyrus. The great characteristic of the priestly revlsioa 
was the inculcation throughout of ceremonial and liturgical 
elements and the sacred authority of the Torah. ' 
/ The whole meaning of this priestly revision cannot be 
understood until we recognize its marvellous permanence. 
For by it the Hebraic spirit was shut up in a prison house 
• See also ne-nt section (p. 10 et foil.) , 
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from which it has never emerged. Not only is this the case, 
but tlie religious spirit of Christianity has itself, to far as it 
is dependent on the organization of the Jewish ctiltus, been 
bound in fetters which the most original and most aspiring 
spirits, such as Paul in earlier times and Luther in modem, 
have found it extremely diflBcult to endure. I To understand 
this, however, we must first apprehend the historic fact that 
the Hebrews in the course of their career had fair different 
phases of religion, or perhaps we should say four different 
religions. The origin of the race is to be found in Northern 
Arabia, whence there issued a series of movements mainly in 
the northward direction. It is not quite certain that the 
Jews were ever in Eg>'pt at all, but it is certain that the 
Egyptian religion had exceedingly little influence upon them 
as compared with the Babylooian. But if the cradle of the 
Jewish race is to be found in Arabia, tho earliest faith was 
clearly a nomad faith ^ — a nomad religion peculiar in this 
respect, that it believed in its God as not only a necessary 
part of faith but as a disposer and regulator of its social life. 
Jahveh was the tribal God, but it was a characteristic of 
Jahveh that he ordained social demeanour. Here we touch 
upon an essential characteristic of the Jew from the very 
outset, the intimate connection between ethics and religion. 
The nomad faith was simple enough. It did not attach 
value to sacrifices : it did not lay stress upon worship : it 
}iad nothing to do with altars made by hands, and it believed 
with profound conviction that its God ordained the relations 
between the members of the tribe. Those nomads starting 
from Arabia, and having connections in Mesopotamia and 
possibly Egypt, enter the Land of Canaan. And now, instead 
of the nomad faith, we have a peasant religion by no means 
80 pure as that with which the race was originally endt)wed. 
For the children of Jahveh como into contact with the 
Canaanite peoples and borrow alien elements from their 
Burroundiugs. Jahveh is still their tribal God, but there are 
a number of rival deities — Chemosh and Milcom, Baal, 

> Tlie fierce little song of Lainech (Geu. tv. 23, 24) probaLly cornea 
to tu from this early period. 
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Melkarth and Islitar (Aatarte). The children of Israel 
begin to pay attention to local deities. They worship pillars 
and piles of stones. They abandon their simple faith for 
the beginnings of a deBnite cultus. They accept altars, 
sacrifices, oven human sacrifices. Blood is a sort of pro- 
pitiatory medium between the worshipper and his God. 
The ministrations of a priestly class become important. 
And now comes the third and most brilliant stage of the 
Hebrew religion, the religion of the Prophets. What was 
the message of Amos, of Ilosea, of Isaiah ? It was iu one 
sense a return to the old nomad faith. In another sense 
it was the most idealistic religion that had hitherto been 
conceived. Observe that the Prophets will have nothing to 
do with the cultus. "I am weary of your sacrifices: biing 
tne no more vain oblations. Your sctlcmn festivals and your 
high days I cannot away with. * Wash you. Make you 
clean. Learn to do good. Cease to do evil." Throughout 
stress is laid on the personal relation of the worshipper and 
his God, uniuflucaced by the ceremonial observances of the 
priest Jeremiah, in some ways, though not in all, the 
deepest of the Prophets, strikes with no uncertain hand the 
note of personal religion, anticipating soma of the most 
beautiful and most pathetic of the Psalms. 

Moreover, the notion of God is vastly enlarged. Jahveh 
is no longer the tribal God : he is the God of the whole 
earth, and alt his supposed rivals are either devils or 
non-existent. Jahveh uses other nations to punish the 
Israelites for their lack of faith. One step more, and we 
get wholly out of the region of Jewish particularism into 
the free atmos[)here of a world-wide faith. Is God only 
the God of the Jews ? No, he is the God of the whole earth. 
The persistent and enfeebling notion that Israel was the 
Chosen People, that Israel not ordy belonged to Jahveh, 
bub that Jahveh belonged to Israel, evaporates in the clear 
mind of the Prophets like a mist before the sunris^ i And 
80 we have here and there in the Bible some welcome 
indications of this exalted standpoint — in the Book of Ruth, 
where a Moabitess figures as the ancestress of the Royal Line 
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of David, and in the Book of Jonah, in which a narrow-minded 
and intolerant Jewish prophet discovers that God sends him 
to preach to the Ninevites. But it is rarely that a race can 
live at the heijfht of its best thoughts. The air is too rare- 
fied for the ordinary man to breathe. So the next stage in 
this eventful history is a priestly religion, engineered by 
men like Ezra, who believed that the Sabbath was a prime 
article of their faith, and that circumcision was the test of 
the genuine Hebrew. The Sabbath was either originally 
a new moon festival or borrowed from Babylon, and it had 
nothing whatsoever to do with the so-called Day of Rest, 
written into the earliest chapters of Genesis by the priestly 
revisers. Circumcision was nothing remarkable, for very 
likely it was the practice of the Arab tribes, and became 
important only when the Jews found themselves among 
uncircumcised nations. foJcremiah thought notldng of cir- 
cumcision, just as Paul found himself obliged to minimize 
its value when the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles. 
But after the Babylonian exile men like Ezekiel and Ezra 
reintrmluccd the sacrificial cultus with all the appalling 
list of ceremonial observances which made the life of a 
pious Hebrew so distressingly onerous. Jerusalem became 
tlie only place in which men could worship, and a pioiu 
and also a ridiculous picture was drawn of God Himself 
studying, for his own edification, the Torah. Her© was the 
opportunity for the ecclesiastical intelligence, which made 
masterly use of its opportunities. The worshipper found a 
series of obstacles between himself and his God — priests to 
expound the Law, priests to conduct his sacrifices, priests to 
brm ami to bless, while into the Holy of Holies only the 
High Priest himself could enter. The message of the 
Prophets was forgotten : the Scribes and Pharisees held the 
people in fetters until Jesus of Nazareth, reviving in his own 
person the Prophets of his race, broke the yoke of Pharisaism 
and taught a better way. 

" All thcso things are written for our instruction upon 
whom the ends of the world are come." It is no business 
of mine to enter upon any dogmatic conclusion. Tet one 
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dogma, if it be a dogma, is the clear and decisive result of 
the brief narrative which I have tried to sketch. I said 
just now that if we were patient with scholarly exegesis and 
textual criticism we should get back something to make 
us love and venerate the Scriptures with a more reasonable 
love and veneration than was possible to us before. It looks 
as if, in the divine economy of things, the Jews existed to 
teach us by one sovereign example the real meaning of 
religion. The two extraordinary features about the Jewish 
creed from beginning to end are, first its monotheism, and 
second its fiuth in the indissolubility of religion and con- 
duct. The second point is vastly more important than the 
first. It might be maintained — it has been maintained — 
that the Jews derived their monotheism from others, but 
this intimate connection between what a man believes and 
what he does, this sacred alliance between religion and 
ethics, seems to hare belonged to Israel from the earliest 
times. It existed in the nomad faith, it was illustrated with 
magnificent imagery and flashing eloquence by the Prophets. 
The Israelites forgot it in Canaan, until men like Hosea, 
Amos, Micah and Isaiah taught it to them again. They forgot 
it when the priests began their unfortunate supremacy. And 
they have to a large extent forgotten it ever since. Jesus 
tried to teach them, and they rejected him. Nevertheless, 
the precious truth remained enshrined in their old Scriptures, 
so that he who runs might read. The prophets began, and 
many pious and reverent minds continued, to instil the true 
and lasting elements of all real religion. What doth the Lord 
require of thee ? To do justice and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God. The essence of religion is the 
intimate personal relation between the individual and the 
God whom he recognizes — a bond so close and vital that sin 
becomes apostasy, an act of infidelity towards the author of 
his life and the inspirer of his thoughts. 



§ II. Thk Composite Structure of the Bible. 
The Jahvist-Elohist Theory. 

One of the most certain results of literarj' criticism is that 
the Bible is not an unity, but an exceedingly composite 
structure. There are different strata or layers of narrative, 
different elements coming each from its own source, which 
have been welded together by a series of redactions or 
editings. Ancient legends have been utilized and written 
over by later hands ; a diorthosis (as it is technically called) 
has taken place : that is to say, the story or prophecy, or what 
not, has been accoramodatcd to and regulated by the later 
tradition. If we ask on what grounds such an analysis is 
justified, the answer rests mainly on the following con- 
siderations. In the first place there is a difference in style, 
sometimes a difference even in the langu.nge (Hebrew, 
Aramaic, etc.) which is employed. In the second Jplace- there 
are numerous repetitions. For instance, Abraham twice 
pretends that Sarah is not his wife, but his sister, in Egypt 
and in the court of Abimelech of Gerar, and there are two 
somewhat contradictory versions of the Creation. These could 
scarcely come from the same hand. In the third place there 
are differences in point of view, for instance, whether Jeru- 
salem and t^udah or Samaria and the Northern kingdom be 
the main interest of the writer. And lastly — a consideration 
which includes a good many other points besides those already 
mentioned — we know that the faiths of Israel changed, or at 
least were developed, and that what was consistent with one 
phase was not necessarily consistent with another. The 
nomad faith took a different view of altars from that enter- 
tained by the peasant religion, when Israel was established 
in Canaan : and the value of Sacrifice was divergently 
estimated by the prophetic and the priestly religion. 

9 
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There are four such strata, previoosly referred to, which 
may be tabulatod thus : 

The Jahvutie writer (who need not be one but many), tuoally callcU J. 
The Elohistie „ „ „ „ ,, E. 

The Dtuteronomic „ „ „ „ „ D. 

The Pn«X/y „ „ „ „ „ P. 

Those are arranged for the raost part in temporal order, 
for the first (J.) is supposed to date somewhere about 850 B.C., 
iu the reigu of Jchoshaphat. E. haa for its reputed date 750 
B.C., in the time of Jeroboam II. The Deuteronomist clearly 
starts from the reign of Josiah, C21 B.C., while the Priestly 
writer has a large range from 570 a.C. (the end of Ezekiel's 
activities) to about 440 B.C. (the arrival of Ezra in Jerusalem), 
and probably also to 250 B.C. The process of arnalgamation 
was something of this sort. J. and E. were welded together 
by a redactor or editor (which produces what is called J.E.), 
perhaps by a Deuteronomist, perhaps by a Priestly writer. 
But after the date of Ezra it is tolerably clear that an 
extensive revision took place at the bauds of P. which occupied 
the years between 440 aud 400 B.C. It was not till some 
time after the Babylonian exile that the writings of the 
Old Testament began to assume their present arrangement. 
The DcutcTonouiiat, who is active during Josiali's reform, is 
responsible for the Book of Deuteionomy. The Book of the 
Chronicles occupies a special position of its own, because it 
represents a deliberate attempt to rewrite the old memorials 
of the Kings. Probably it is due to the same authorship 
which proiluced the Books of Ezra aud Neliemiah. Its style 
is quite distinct, It exhibits those haif-musical, half- liturgical 
expressions which occur in the Book of Psalms, Indeed, it 
only knows David as a singer of psalms. The object of the 
Chronicler is always " to improve the occasion." He is 
consistently didactic. Thus he gives a reason why the 
pious Asa became diseased in his feet, why the pious Uzziah 
became afflicted with leprosy, and the pious Josiah was 
defeated by the heathen Necho. So, too, he seems anxious 
to show why sinners sometimes triumph ; how it came to 
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pass, for instance, that Joash of Israel, who was a heretic, 
could capture Amaziah, described as a tnie believer, and 
above all, how that peculiarly wicked monarch Manasseh 
could not only have the longest reign of all the Kings 
desccQdeJ from David, but actually die in peace. These are 
the conscious efforts of an obviously late writer, and some 
would even put the work of the Chronicler as late as 250 B.C., 
during the Greek period. The work of the Jahvist and the 
Elohiat is to be seen principally in the Pentateuch, or rather 
the Hexateuch (that is to say, the five Books of Moses, 
together with the Book of Joshua). The Jahvist is so called 
because he most consistently uses the name Jahveh for the 
God of Israel, while the Elohiat prefers El or Elohim. The 
one is translated Jehovah in our authorized version, the 
other appears as tiM-ljord. .^ : .i • 

Let us put the matter dogmatically, for the sake of 
clearness. The Jahvist writer emanates from Judea, and 
represents the Judaic point of view. For instance, he makes 
Abraham dwell in Hebron, not in Beershoba. In the story 
of Joseph he makes Judah, and not Reuben, the spokesman 
of the brothers. Everywhere he magnifies Moses, and puts 
the North Israelitish figure of Aaron and the Ephraimitc 
Joshua very much in the background. On the contrary, the 
Elohist narrative seems to have come from the Northern 
kingdom, and its author to have been an Ephraimite. The 
ancient holy places, such as Bethel, Shechem, and above all, 
Bcersheba, are the central points of his narrative. Abraham 
is brought not to the Judean town of Hebron, but to Beer- 
sheba. Ephraim is the true heir of Joseph. Reuben is the 
tribal leader among the sons of Jacob, and Joseph is a royal 
figure, blest of heaven in his descendants in the Northern 
kingdom. But if we are to compare the two writers, there 
can be no question that J. is a good deal the more picturesque 
and literary. J. excels in delineating life and character and 
the painting of a scene. While E. makes God speak out of 
Heaven, J. makes God come down upon earth and move 
freely among his creatures, as in the second and third 
chapters of Genesis. Let any reader peruse, let us say, the 
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24th chapter of Genesis, in which is described the wooing of 
Rebekah by the intermediary of Abraham's steward. Here 
is a charming narrative full of Eastern colour and yet quite 
simple. There is no particular characterization, still less is 
there of psychological analysis. But for vivid descriptive 
power, and an eye for atmospheric effects, the recital is an 
admirable example of J.'s power So, too, is the dialogue 
between Jahveh and the patriarch in reference to the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the interview 
between Joseph and his brethren. I have selected a number 
of passages from J. because he is above all the literary artist. 
E. is not much inferior, but he has not the same assured and 
delicate literary touch, and he is anxious to make out the 
best case for the Ephraimitcs and the Northern kingdom. 
The Priestly writer (P.) is quite stereotyped in expression, 
quite format, and with a constant pre-occupalion with the 
Torah and the ordinances of the Law. J.E. taken together 
are distinctly prophettciil in character — and J. is especially 
anxious to explain the origins of things, such as the division 
of the sexes, the cause of evil, marriage, etc. — and there- 
fore anticipate prophets like Amoa and Micah atid Isaiah. 
The characteristics of P. are p.irtly theocratic, partly 
liturgical, and throughout represent the formal organization 
of Hebraism as a ceremonial religion. J. again is the main 
element in the Books of Samuel. The Deuteronomic writer 
appears to some extent in both Joshua and Judges, but most 
of all in the Books of Kings — though these books are, of 
course, based on the old traditions. To speak technically, 
we should say that the author of Samuel is Rj., i.c. a redactor 
working on J. : while the authors of Kings are Rd^ and Rtl,, 
that is to say, redactors working on two different layers of 
Deuteronomic work, 

JTie dory of Joseph, as told from Gen. xxxvii. onwards, 
affords a significant and interesting example of the kind of 
process which I have attempted to indicate in preceding 
paragraphs. As it stands in our Bible, it is a compilation 
by some late ^vriter of two accounts, written respectively 
by J. and E., passages being taken from J. and E. alter- 
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nately, and then — not always very successfully — harmonized. 
Let us take the version of J. Brst.^ Joseph, plotted against 
by his brethren, is rescued by Judah, and then sold by 
his brethren to the Ishmaelites. The latter sell hira to 
an Egyptian of position, whose name is not given (xxxuc 1, 
is the work of the redactor). After being made his head 
servant, Joseph is charged by his master's wife, and is, 
in consequence, thrown into prison (bearing the remarkable 
name of "The Round House"), the keeper of the prison 
making liiiu overseer of the other pnsoners. In the sub- 
sequent narrative the brethren only after special inquiry 
tell Joseph about their younger brother : nothing is said 
about the detention of Simeon as a hostage in Egypt. The 
brethren open their sacks and find the money in them at a 
lodging-house by the way : Judah offers to be a surety to his 
fatlicr for Seujan:iin's return : and Goschen is the place 
named for Jacob and bis sons. Now let us turn to Eu's 
account. Joseph is rescued from the brethren by Reuben 
and thrown into a pit, from which he is drawn up by 
Midianites without his brothers' knowledge. He is sold 
to Potiphar, captain of the guard, who makes him attend 
on the prisoners confined in his house. Later, when the 
brethren are taxed with being spies, they volunteer the 
information about their younger brother. Simeon remains 
in Egypt as a hostage : the sacks are opened at the end of 
the journey home. Reuben offers to be surety for Benjamin's 
return, and there is no mention of Gk>fichen. Such being the 
two versions, what does the redactor do ? He finds in both 
versions that Joseph is connected in some way with a prison, 
but that he is only described jls a prisoner by J., wliile E. 
makes him wait on the prisoners. Further J. speaks of the 
Keeper of the Round House as committing the other prisoners 
into Joseph's charge, while in E., his own master, the captain 
of the guard, appoints him to wait upon the prisoners in hia 
charge. The redactor, therefore, brings the versions into 

' I avail myself of the excelleiit analyua in Dr. Driver's G^frwni, 
p. 332, 6lh edition, 
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harmony bj representing Potiphar as both Joseph's master 
and also captain of the guard.^ 

I I have marked chapters xxxix. and xl. of Qenesis, which contain 
the account of Joseph in prison, with initials indicating the work 
lespectivcly of the Jahvist, the Elohist and the Bedactoi or Editor. 



"f th. The Origins of Hebraic Cultube in Babylon. 

It is not too much to say that modern excavations in 
Babylonia have revolutionized our conceptions of the early 
history of the Jews. The general supposition in the eight- 
eenth century was that the Old Testament was the earliest 
available record of civilization in the East, and that the 
Hebrews represented the earliest civilized nationality. Since 
the discoveries of Dr. George Smith, Mr. de Morgan, Mr. 
Boscaweu and others in Babylonia, those of Mr. Petrie and 
Dr. Budge in Egypt, and the subsequent deductions which have 
been drawn from them, no other conclusion is possible than 
that the Hebrews were {juite a young race compared with the 
Babylonians and the Egyptians. Chronology carries back the 
beginnings of civilization to dates previous to 5000 B.C. : 
indeed, the estimated date of the foundation of the Temple 
of Bel at Nippur is put before 6000 B.C. Of these two great 
early civilizations, the Babylonian and the Egyptian, it is 
cvu-ious to observe that the former had far greater influence 
on the Hebrews than the latter. If we had only the stories 
in Genesis and Exodus to go by, we should naturally imagine 
that the Hebrews must have learnt a good deal during their 
residence in Egypt. But it is not so. There are not many 
evidences connecting the early Israelite faith with the 
Eg}'ptian. To take only one instance. There are no Angels 
in the Egyptian theology, and the Angels and Messengers of 
Jahveh appear constantly in the Old Testament Babylonia, 
however, exercised a steady, potent and enduring influence 
upon the Israelites, almost from the beginning to the end of 
their national history. 

As early as about 2250 B.C. there existed, according to the 
results of archaeological study, on the Euphrates and Tigris, 
a highly-developed culture in the Babylonian Lowland, a 
district about the size of Italy. EarUer than this date wo 
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move only amongst mists. But we know vaguely that in 
this same Lowland there first existed a primeval race, neither 
Indo-germanic nor Semitic, which we call the Sumerians or 
the " Accadians." To them succeed the Semitic Babylonians, 
with whom history first concerns itself from 3800 B.c. 
onwards. In 2500 B.C. we have the reign of a King 
Eammurabi, the contemporary of Abraham, supposed to 
appear under the name Amraphel, King of Shinar, in that 
strange fourteenth chapter of Qenesis, in which Abraham is 
depicted as a warrior fighting with powerful Kings from the 
East. 14 ow Hammurabi was the author of a code of Laws, 
known by his name, and in this code we find enactments 
precisely similar to those embodied in the Laws of Moses.^ 
When the Israelites were only a nomad race, Babylonia 
was a civilized country, with a definite organization of 
political and social life, with a civil code, with a peculiar 
writing which we find on the cuneiform inscriptions, with 
astronomical knowledge and a considerable artistic develop- 
ment. When we divide the Zodiac into twelve signs and call 
them the Bull, the Twins, the Ram, etc., when we divide the 
circle into 360°, the hour into 60 minutes and the minute 
into 60 seconds, we are doing what the Babylonians did about 
5000 years ago. 

Let us take a few definite instances of the Babylonian 
influence upon the Hebrews : 

(i) The story of the exposure of Moses in the ark of 
bulrushes is the story of a King Sargani, one of the oldest 
of the Babylonian rulers yet known, belonging to the third 
or perhaps the fourth millennium B.C. 

(ii) The Hebrew story of Creation in Genesis, chapter i, 
is derived from a Babylonian creation epic, written upon 
seven tablets and discovered in 1872 by G. Smith, in the 
library of Assurbanipal at Nineveh, the exploits of Marduk, 
the supreme God of Babylon, being transferred to the God of 
Israel. 



1 See Delitzscb, Babd and Bible, English translation, 1903, pp. 34 
and 186. 
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(iii) The story of Noah's flood ia derived from the Baby- 
lonian deluge story, also written on Uiblets sinJ found iu the 
same library. In this case we know that tlio Babylouians 
possessed a legend of a flood from a certain Barossus, a 
Babylonian priest who lived about 300 B.C. and compiled a 
work on Babylonian History. Babylonia was especially the 
land of floods, the alluvial lowlands along the course of all 
'fp^eat rivers discharging into the sea being usually subject to 
cyclones, tornadoes and deluges. The Babylonian Noah, 
called Xisuthros or Ut-napishtim, receives a command from 
the God of the Ocean to build a ship of a specified size, and 
to carry in it his family and all living seed. He does what 
be is told, the doors of the ship are closed, and he tosses 
about upon the billows until at length the vessel strands 
upon a mountain called Nizir. Then follows the episode of 
the dove, and finally, wlieii land has appeared again, Xisuthros 
offers uj>on the top of the mountain a sacrifice. The story 
was transplanted to Palestine, but unfortunately it was for- 
gotttn that the local conditions in Babylonia and in Canaan 
are quite different, so that the account given in Genesis is 
now declared to be scientifically impossible. 

r(iv) Similarly the st'»ry of Man's fall in the Garden of 
Eden is to be paralleled in Babylon. There is an old Baby- 
Ionian cylinder seal, in which we find in the middle a tree 
with hanging fruit. On the right sits a man, on the left a 
woman, both stretching their bauds out to the fruit, and 
Ixdiind the woman is a serpent. It may also be remarked 
that the site of Paradise, with its four rivers, of which the 
Tigris and the Euphrates arc two, points decisively to 
Babylonia. 

(v) More doubtfully, the weekly Sabbath came from the 
same source. The Babylonians appear to have had a Sabbivth 
Day (Sabattu), on which no work was to be done, celebrated 
on the 7th, 14th, 2l8t and 28th days of a month. 

(vi) The Lex talionis, that is to say, the oidinance, " An 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth," existed in Babylonian 
law. 

(vii) Even the very word which designates the Hebrew 
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God is by some authorities traced iu Babylonian records. At 
all events, there are three siiiall clay tablets in the British 
Museum which belong to the age of Hammurabi, and contaiaJ 
three names, Ja-a-ve-ilu, Ja-ve-ilu, Ja-u-um-ilu, which seem 
to mean " Jahveh is Qod." There is some doubt about this, 
however. 

There are many other links of connection especially 
on the legal and ethical code, but the evidences given are 
enough to show how close is the correspondence betweeuj 
Babylonian and Hebraic thought. No doubt is possible asi 
to which came first, for the Assyrian civilizatioa is much 
older than the Jewish. Hence the conclusion follows that 
the priestly writers, when they were editing their ancient 
records, found a large number of existing beliefs, myths and 
observances borrowed from their Eastern neighbours. When 
and how this influence was exerted is easy to explain. The 
Bible itself contains references to an early connection. 
Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees (Genesis xi. 28). 
The ancestors of the Hebrews are s;iid to have dwelt beyond 
the river, that is to say, the Euphrates, and " served other 
Gods" (Joshua xxiv. 2). Whuu the EUAmarna tablets 
were discovered in the winter of LSS7, between Thebes and 
Memphis, it was found that they contained letters of 
Babylonian and Mesopotaraian Kings to the Pharaohs 
Amenophis III. and IV., and communications from Canaauite 
cities such as Tyre and Sidon to the Egyptian Court There 
are also letters written from Jerusalem before the immigra- 
tion uf the Israelites into the Promised Land, which exist in 
the Berlin museums. Now the fact that the chiefs of Canaan 
avail thenifielves of the Babylonian language and write on 
clay tablets, somewhere between 2200 and 14iOO H.c, proves 
the omnipotent influence of Babylonia, so that when the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel invaded Canaan they came to a land 
largely permeated with Babylonian culture. It is at least a 
significant fact that when the first Canaanite city, Jericho, 
was captured, a Babylouiah mantle excited the greed of Achan 
(Joshua vii. 21). Probably Babylonish ideas were first 
naturalized among tbeCauaanite8,and then transmitted from 




INTHO. §3] HEBRAIC CULTURE IN BABYLON 



10 



them to the invading Israelites. In later times, of course, 
the connection between the two countries is obvious, for 
Judah was carried captive into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar 
and the Jews deported in 586 B.C., and it was not till after 
Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon, 538 B.C., that the 
Jews were restored to their native country. 

It is easy, nevertheless, to exaggerate the range of this 
Babylonian influence. When we speak of derivation of ideas, 
we do not necessarily imply conscious imitation. Babylon 
may have originally worshipped only one God iu the form of 
Marduk, the God of Light, but the Myths are full of a multi- 
tude of gods, and the great distinction between the early 
legends of the two countries is that while the Babylonians 
were in spirit monotheistic, but in fact polytheistic, the 
Hebraic legends were both in spirit and in fact mono- 
theiatic. An ethical monotheism has been generally 
recognized as the main characteristic of Hebraic culture. 
Yet, on the other hand, it must be remembered that the 
Children of Israel, as the Prophets complained, were con- 
stantly falling into idolatry. They borrowed the superstitions 
of the Canaanites, and later on were exposed to the many 
gods of Babylon. 

No one, however, who reads the Creation story and the 
deluge story, first in the Babylonian tablets and then in the 
Book of Genesis, can doubt that the versions current among 
the Jews were inspired by a purer and loftier spirit. We 
cannot say as much for the ordinary conditions of social life. 
The position of woman was much higher in Babylon than it 
was among the Jews. Woman was admittedly inferior in 
Israel. Originally the property of her parents, she becomes 
later on the property of her husband, and she is incompetent 
to take part in the practice of religious worship. The story 
that she was taken out of the rib of Adam while he slept, is 
undoubtedly intended to illustrate woman's dependent and 
subordinate position. 



I IV. Chronological Table. 

[1075. Birth of Samuel. 1025-1010. Reign of Saul. 
1010-970. David. 970. Solomon.] 

B.C. 

850. Reign of Jehoshaphat. Jahvist writings (J.). 

750. Reign of Jeroboam II. Elohist work (E.). 

736. Deatb-year of Uzziah. Isaiah's consecration to prophetic 

work. 
722. Destruction of Samaria. 
701. Invasion of Judah by Sennacherib. 
639. Josiah's accession. 

626. Josiah's thirteenth year. Call of Jeremiah. 
621-20. Discover}/ of Devierononiy and Josiah's reforvuUion 

(D.). 
610-594. Pharaoh Necho, King of Egypt 
608. Josiah's death at Megiddo. 
607. Destruction of Nineveh. Downfall of Assyria and 

commencement of New Babylonian Empire. 
605. Defeat of Pharaoh Necho by Nebuchadnezzar at 

Carchemish. 
604-3. First and second rolls of Jeremiah written by Baruch. 



Babylonian Period. 

597 (Jehoachim). First siege of Jerusalem. Some Hebrews 

taken to Babylon. 
588-86. Second siege of Jerusalem. Capture of city by 

Chaldeans. Hebrews deported to Babylon. 
692-72. Ezekiel. 
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Persian Period. 

538, Capture of Babylon by Cyrus. 

537. Return of exiles under ZernbbabeL 

444. Solemn promulgation of the priestly legislation (P.). 

444-32. Ezra and Nehemiah. 

350 (?). Bulk of the Psalter of the period .of the Second 
Temple written. 



Greek Period. 

275. Beginning of the LXX. 

250-200. Close of the collection of the prophetic writings 
(Job, Koheleth). 



Maecahean Period. 
164. Daniel. 
130. Book of Esther. 



§ V. Isaiah of Jerusalejl 

It is extraordinary how much of moral stature and indi-^ 
vidual interest historical figures gain when they are no longer I 
regarded from conventional standpoints. To many of us the 
prophet Isaiah seems to belong to a past too legendary to 
recall— a dim, august personage clad in the mists of remote 
years. Or else we view him as a wholly exceptional char- 
acter, divinely inspired to utter prophecies about the future 
Messiah. Or, once more, we bear his chapters read in 
churches — not too well read, unfortunately — as part of the 
lesson for the day, and sheer familiarity dulls our perception , 
of the fact that we have in him one of the most magnificent 
of the poets of the ages. It is the price we pay for school- 
lessons that we not only lose all sense of proportion, but that 
we become actually insensible to values. And the real draw- 
back of traditional points of view is that, after we have given 
our hero Lis conventional label, we aie apt to lose all further 
interest in him as an active and vivid personality. But ret 
the book of the prophet Isaiah with a fresh eye; read it in 
our splendid authorized version, written in English at a time 
when men had not forgotten the grand manner — the revised] 
version is, alas ! a much duller affair, though doubtless mor 
accurate ; supplement it with, let us say, the study by DrJ 
Whitehouso in The Century Bible, or the works of Dr^ 
Cheyne and Dr. Driver; and the lineaments of the great 
hero of Jerusalem will stand out in proper perspective and 
clearer light Here ia a man who, alone, or almost alone, 
preserved an ideal of patriotism and faith when most of 
the politicians around him, such as Shebna the scribe, and 
the kings of his own land, such as Ahaz and Hezekiah, were 
for compromise and time-serving, opportunists of no very 
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high type, men who tried to preserve the future of their 
country and of themselves by balancing rival powers against 
one another, for all the world as if they had lived at the 
Yildiz Kiosk or were a Shereefiau majesty in Morocco. And 
it all happened not so very long ago, as history counts time — 
in the eighth century before Christ, between 740 and 700. 
A century earlier, Lycurgus is supposed to have given laws 
to Sparta ; a century later, Draco made his name famous, or 
infamous, by his institutions in Athens. 

In this eighth century B.C. the problems confronting the 
kings of Judah and of Israel were sufficiently serious to tax 
political statesmanship to the utmost We sometimes think 
that these Jewish kingdoms were, in some undefined manner, 
independent at all events, if not prosperous. For a short 
time, it is true, at the beginning of the eighth century, 
Jeroboam II. of Israel and Uzziah of Judah ha<l a happy 
interval of tranquillity and aggrandisement. But that was 
due not so much to their own power as to the relative quies- 
cence of surrounding empires. The actual position of Judah 
and Israel was an existence as a buflfer state between two 
great military powers, Assyria and Egypt, just as Afghanistan, 
for instance, lies between the rival influences of Russia and 
Great Britain. For the most part the kings paid a large 
tribute to Assyria, in order to be allowed to live in peace, 
and then, when they got tired of this subservience, raised the 
standard of revolt, and hoped that Egypt would come to their 
aid. The situation was further complicated by keen occa- 
sional animosities between Samaria and Jerusalem, The 
Northern kingdom, for instance, under Pekah, did not hesi- 
tate to call on Syria to join in an attack on the Southern 
kingdom, at that time ruled by Ahaz, and the so-called Syro- 
Ephraimite war was the result, ended by the failure of the 
Northerners. Isaiah alludes to this when he tells Ahaz not 
to be afraid of the two " tails of smoking firebrands," already 
almost extinct — in other words, Rezin, King of Syria, and 
Pekah, King of Israel (Isaiah vii. 4). But bigger events 
were now looming on the horizon. The great Assyrian 
Empire, under its warrior-ruler, Tiglath-Pileser III., had 
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recovered from a temporary depression, and begun to extend 
its borders. The first consequence was an invasion of the 
Northern provinces, the overthrow of Damascus, the death 
of Pekab, and the substitution for him of an obedient vassal, 
Iloshea. To this succeeded a further revolt, and a still more 
signal vengeance. Under Sargon, the Assjrrians, after a 
horrible siege, captured Samaria, trauspurtud the inhabitauta 
to the East, and finally ended the Northern kingdom. From ! 
this time, by the dispersion of the ten tribes, the so-called 
Israelites disappear from history. 

But what, meanwiiile, during this last agony of their 
brethren, were the rulers of the Southern kingdom content to 
be doing ? Ahaz had perhaps inherited the policy of tempor- 
izing and intriguing from his predecessor; but it was doubt- 
ful whether under any circumstances, menaced as he bad 
been by Pekah, iu conjunction with the King of Syria, he 
would have been allowed by public ojiinion to bring any aid 
to Samaria. Hezekiah, his successor, at first carried on the 
same policy, alternately paying tribute to iVssyria and coquet- 
ting with Egypt, despite the warnings of his prophet. Isai&h 
always stendily deprecated the Egyptian alliance, inventingi 
a derisive name fur the rulers of tiie twenty-iburth dynasty 
and the land they governed — " Rahab-sit-still " (the monster 
who never does anything). Then, almost suddenly, perhaps., 
becaube he was inspirited by an embassy sent to him frotaj 
Merodach-Baladau, and the rising empire of Babylon, Ileze 
kiah throwH off liis tributnry dependence on Assyria, combines 
as many of the Palestinian powers as ho could induce to join 
him, and raises the standard of revolt. There follow the 
march of the new Assyrian monarch Sennacherib, his succes-j 
sive conquests in the north and west, and the invasion o£ 
Judah and the investment of Jerusalem. The siege of the 
sacred city is, of course, an historic one, grapliicaliy painted, 
as it has been, by Isaiali himscU'. We ktjow how Rabahakeh 
cumo and harangued the beleaguered fulk gathered on the 
walls, how lie was implored to speak in tlic Syrian tongue, 
and how ho refused to use any other language than the 
Jewish, iu order that ho might be understood by thO'j 
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famished and hard-pressed inhabitants. We often hear that 
speech read^ a speech full of menace and scorn, with its 
description of Assyria's invincible career and its utter con- 
tempt both for the national God of the Jews and for the 
broken reed on which Judah was often inclined to trust, 
Egypt, "Rahab-sit-still." We are also aware that the 
Assyrians failed to capture Jerusalem, partly because cholera 
and typhus (the pestilence described as " the angel of the 
Lord ") broke out in their camp, and partly because Babylon 
was causiog trouble on the confines of Assyria. There are 
records of all these events in the wonderful terra-cotta tablets 
brought over by Layard and other explorers from Nineveh, 
records which can be seen in the British Museum, and which 
confirm and illustrate the Jewish story. But what is not 
referred to, and yet can be indubitably gathered as perhaps 
the main cause of the Assyrian failure and the Jewish success, 
is the unique personality of the prophet Isaiah, Alone 
among the panic-stricken inhabitants of Jerusalem, there 
was a man whose heart never quailed. He was like Gordon 
in Khartoum ; Dr. Whitehouse compares him also to Havelock 
in Lucknow. Thiuk what the issues were. Outside the walls 
lay the unconqueied, densely-serried ranks of the Assyrians. 
Inside were doubts, despair, the reproaclies, perhaps, of Isaiah's 
enemy, Shebna the scribe, the vacillations of Hezekiah. No 
one could know in Jerusalem that Babylon was keeping her 
promise, or that the Assyrian camp was visited with a deso- 
lating pestilence. The fate of David's ancestral throne, of 
Jahveh's chosen city, seemed to hang in the balance, sus- 
pended by a single thread over a gaping chasm. Yet the 
prophet's soul is calm, untroubled, dauntless, secure. He 
bid.s, without an accent of fear or doubt, both King and 
people have faith in the God of their fathers, Immanuel, the 
Lord with us. 

This is the sublimest point in Isaiah's career, the triumph 
of his religious and statesmanlike policy. Tlic prophet had a 
reward which docs not often happen to men of his vocation 
• — his predictions were forthwith realized. But it waa not, of 
oourae, the mere succeasee of bis preaching, but its inner 
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character and quality which are most characteristic of the 
man. At a time when religion throughout both Northern 
and Southern kingdoms was largely local and tribal, he asked 
of his countrymen a wider conception of Divinity than any 
which could be associated with the sacredness of particular 
places, Like Amos of Samaria, he preached that Jahveh's 
sovereignty was universal, and that the great empire of 
Assyria itself was only an instrument, "the mace" of 
Jahveh's wrath when he wished to punish and discipline 
his people. Moreover, like all the true propheta and seers 
of history, be made this universal sovereignty rest on founda- 
tions of justice and righteousness, describing the duty of faith 
in this universal spirit as it had never been urged before by 
any of his predecessors. Indeed, there was a singular sim- 
plicity and purity about Isaiah's exhortations. He lifted up his 
voice against the pride and aiTOgance of wealth, the military 
ostentation of horses and chariots, the various forms of what 
he called " idolatry." In his age, as also in our own, men 
attempted to call up the spirits of the dead. Against this 
practice of necromancy Isaiah sternly set his face — one could 
find texts against our modern spiritualism in his chapters. 
For instance (viii. 19), "And when they shall say unto you, 
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits and unto the 
wizards, that chirp and that mutter : should not a people 
seek unto their God ? On behalf of the living should they 
seek unto the dead ? " (Revised Version,) He does not 
seem, it is true, to have carried his vision beyond earth's 
confines, or even the times in which he lived, while his 
faith was essentially bound up with Jahveh's dwelling-place, 
Zion. Modem scholarship will not allow ua to associate the 
Apocnlyptic passages with the original Isaiah, for beginning 
with the fortieth chapter we get what is called the Second 
Isaiah,»whose writings belong to the exile period, nearly 200 
years afterwards, and, perhaps, a third Isaiah, from chapter 
Ivi., with writings composed after the return from exile. 
With'such matters as these, however, we have no present 
need to concern ourselves. The Isaiali who lived in the reign 
of Ahaz and Hezekiah, and who, as tradition states, was sawn 



i 



iiiTB0.§6] ISAIAH OF JERUSALEM 27 

asunder in the reign of Manaaseh, was at once a splendid 
patriot and a moralist of the highest type. He upheld the 
fortunes of his country in her darkest hour, and clothed his 
exhortations in language of immortal poetry. ^^I^ think that he, 
as a writer, was always attracted by the phenomena of sound. 
Storm and hurricane, the fury of waves, the sound of many 
waters and battling winds, are always echoing through his 
verses. And the ideal he sought to put before'his country- 
men was an ideal of righteousness, simplicity of life, and 
faith in a God of universal sovereignty — a God for ever 
present among his people under the title ImmanueL 



§ VL ISAUH AND THE PeOPHETIC RELIGION. 

Considerable importance is to be attributed to Isaiah's 
iJuology, especially as it throws light upon that prophetic 
religion which stands in such clear contrast with the priestly 
religion. It will be remembered that tlio religious faith of 
Israel passed through three or four different phases. We 
have in the first place a faith, in many respects rude and 
simple, but emphasizing on the whole that union of morality 
and social duty with such theological dogmas as were then 
accepted, which is throughout the characteristic tenet of 
Hebraism. To that succeeds a faith practised when the 
twelve tribes settled in Canaan and here and there adopted 
some of the tenets which they found existing in the 
Promised Land. Then comes the religion of the Prophets, 
returning to the simple elements of the early nomad faith. 
And in the last place we have an ecclesiastical religion, 
commencing with the reforms of Josiah and the discovery 
of Deuteronomy, but carried out in detail after the return 
from the exile to Babylon. Now by the prophetic religion 
we mean mainly that which was inculcated by such Prophets 
as Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Micah, and which occupied 
tlie eighth century, a hundred years before the reformation 
of Josiah. During the eighth century and earlier the 
religion of Israel was closely bound up with the worship of 
the High Places. Jahveh was worshipped as a kind of local 
Baal, the lord or owner of the sacred spot dedicated to him. 
There were various symbols of his sovereignty. The com- 
monest was a stone piUar, sometimes a rude, unshaped block, 
called " Ma.ssebah." In the worship of these local sanctuaries 
the blood or oil of the sacrifice was sraeai'ed upon the stone, 
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aud tribal feasts were held, sucb as may be found in Judges 
ix. 27, 1 Samuel ix. 12-25, and 1 Samuel xx. 6. Apart 
from the atone symbol there was also the sacred pole, called 
" Asherah," the sacred tree (whether terebinth or poplar), 
referred to over and over again in the history of Abraham, 
and sometimes the sacred spring. The reformation in 
Josiah's rei^ in C21 B.C., resulting in the Book of Deuter- 
onomy, 8uppre3se<l all these local sanctuaries, and made 
Jerusalem the only centre of worship. Inasmuch as the 
Book of Kings was written under the Deuteronomic influ- 
ence, we find over and over again rebukes addressed to the 
Kings who tolerated High Places, But in the eighth century, 
wiien Amos, Hosea and Isaiah were living, no protest was 
made against the stone symbol, or the sacred pole, or the use 
of the ephod (the plated image of Jahveh), or the Teraphim 
(ancestral images). The prophets were not concerned with 
points like these, because tribal festivals and high places formed 
part of the normal religious life in the days of Samuel and 
David onward. Isaiah denounces, it is true, the necromancer, 
but not the soothsayer. What the prophet was especially 
anxious to destroy was almminal religious practice, foreign 
usages, borrowed from the Philistines or from the East The 
other portion of the prophetic protest was directed against 
the priests. Isaiah draws for us a terrible picture of a 
drunken priesthood, just as Hosea gives us a still more 
terrible recital of the murdering gangs of priests in Shechem 
or Gilead, who lay in wait for the pilgrims. No foreign 
cultus, no debased priesthooil, but a return to the simplicity 
of nomad times and the worship of Jahveh — these were the 
chief notes of the prophetic utterance. Aud, throughout, 
morality, the morality of ordinary life, was proclaimed as the 
only real proof of a true religion. 

When, however, the Northern kingdom and Judah wore 
both threatened by the vast empires on either side of them, 
Assyria on the east, Egypt on the south-west, to say nothing 
of Syria, the notion of a tribal god was in peculiar danger. 
According to the usages of the time, if the tribe or the nation 
was overwhelmed by a foreign nation, its own god was over- 
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whelmed by the god belonging to the conquerors. If Israel 
and Judah were defeated by tlie armies of Sargon and Senna- 
cherib, their god also was held to suffer a like conquest. 
How did the prophets meet this problem ? Amos, whose 
activity was in the Northern kingdom, solved the difficulty 
by the assertion that Jahveli wjia more than local and 
national, that his sovereignty was an universal sovereignty. 
It was not only the fact that Jahveh had brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt, but he was also the Lord of the 
Universe, the Deity who made the great lights of Heaven, 
the God of the whole world. Inasmuch as Jahveh was a 
righteous ruler, he claimed from men that they too should be 
righteous, and a merely ceremonial worship that ignored the 
claims of morality was absolutely valueless. Hosea's contri- 
bution to this question wjis of a rather dififerent type.^ 
Hosea lays stress on the unfaithfulness of Israel towards a 
God whose relation to them might be described either as that 
of a husband to a wife or of a father to a son. And the one 
constant note is the necessity for " lovingkindness," the duty 
which a man owes to God, and the duty which ho equally owes 
to his neighbour. As contrasted with Amos, Hosea empha- 
sized the divine love, while Amoa laid stress upon the divine 
righteousness. 

Isaiali, succeeding to these previous messages, carried them' 
both to a higher plane. Jahveh is indeed an universal God.' 
It is he who makes foreign despots instruments of his wrath. 
Assyria, for instance, is " the mace " of Jahveh's anger, and 
the same tone is heard in all the so-called " burdens " or 
oracles dealing with Moab, Damascus, Ethiopia and Philistia. 
Because the Universal God desired to have a reign of right- 
eousness on earth he could punish those who deserted him, 
JQst as he could reward those who trusted in him. And, just 
like Hosea, Isaiah's burning words are full of the conception 
of divine outraged love, witness the lament over the faithful 
city of Sion, which had now become a harlot (Isaiah i, 21). 
Indeed, Isaiah carries out the ethical conception of the 
Godhead to a far greater extent than most of the prophets. 
God is the Holy One of Israel. God is a spiritual Being, the 
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great, absolute, invincible Spirit of the whole earth, in 
response to whose ordinances the various peoples of the earth 
conquer or fail. In similar fashion, because the prophet will 
have nothing to do with various intermediaries between 
Jahveh and his people, the duty of faith, of personal trust, is 
constantly insisted upon. And this faith in the divine Power 
and Presence is expressed in the name Immanuel, " God with 
us" — a perpetual watchword of Isaiah to his countrymen, 
even at the darkest moment of their fortunes. So gradually 
we get formed the lineaments of the highest, because most 
spiritual and most personal, religion to which the Jews 
attained. Apparently it was too rare and too pure a form of 
faith to endure, though it left itself not without witness in 
much later times, when Jesus of Nazaretii revived the 
spiritual and moral fervour of the prophets. But the interval 
is filled with the formal, priestly religion, which built its 
fabric of ceremonial duty on the Law. 

Of course, the religion of Isaiah had its limitations. It is 
not possible to assert that Isaiah's monotlieism excluded a 
belief in lower deities. The deities of other nations had a 
kind of life of their own, yet they are described as purely 
secondary and shadowy beings, mere nothings, the work of 
men's hands. The great day of the Lord, the Day of Judg- 
ment, will finally get rid of these phantoms. So, too, the 
real Isaiah, as apart from the deutero-Isaiah and the trito- 
Isaiah, does not extend his vision beyond the confines of 
earth, or even the times in which he lived. The Day of the 
Lord, the rule in righteousness of David's son, the age of the 
Messiali, do not belong to the remote future, because Isaiah 
was especially anxious to biing some present help to his 
Borely distressed countrymen. Here is the great contrast 
between the prophet of Jerusalem and the Apocalyptic 
teaching which begins many years after him (certainly not 
earlier than the fourth century). Probably as late as 250 
B.C., some time in what is called the Greek Period, there was 
a systematic revision of the prophetic writings on the basis 
of the dogmatic system of later Judaism, including the 
apocalyptic hopes and expectations, of which we find ao 
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much illastration in the Book of Daniel. Isaiah's eschat- 
ology is not of this type. The year 701 B.C., when Senna- 
cherib, invading Judah, retired without being able to effect 
the conquest of Jerusalem, is the immediate inspiration of 
Isaiah's highest hopes. 



§ VII. " Wisdom " Literature and the Hellenic Spirit, 



The books which constitute the Wisdom Literature of the 
Bible are Proverbs, the Book of Koheleth (Ecclesiastes), and 
thf> Book of Job. If we add books outside the established 
canou, we should have to include in this list the Wisdom of 
Jesus, the son of Sirach (or Ecclesiasticus), and the Wisdom 
of Solomon. If fiiigrthejlebraic spirit got near to formal 
philosophy it_iias-4a -these books, for here are old-world 
problems discussed, not so much in relation to a given 
creed as in reference to some of the fundamental conditions 
of human thought. Yet the first thing almost whictf strikes 
the reader is that they do not constitute a philosophy at -» 
all; or, if the word must be usedJTt is a philosophy quite / 
alien from that range of metaphysics in wliich Hellenism set [ 
the example to European nations?] For however much the 1 
problems discussed may be such eternal riddles as the mean- 
ing of human life, the reality of Providence, the justice of 
pro\ideptial rule, the distribution of happiness and un- 
happiness, and incidentally the end of hfe, the treatment in 
each case is subordinated to a particular practical purpose, 
and made a vehicle for edification rather than enlightenment. 
Take "the end of life," for instance. This question is dis- 
cussed by Plato, Aristotle and others who are imbued with 
the Hellenistic spirit, as something which has to be decided 
in terras of reason so as to become acceptable to reasonable 
creatures. In Hebraic litemture the end is not argued ikbout, 
but assumed^ The idea of the end of life precedes and 
tegulates all the inquiry, instead of coming as the last link 
in a chain of logical arguments. In the books of the Old 
Testament alre.a<ly referred to there is no definite and formal 

tjt to pursue knowledge for its own sake. The object 
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is quite different. It is rather to induce that frame of mind 
which shall recognize that the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom. " Wisdom," in short, as the Hebrews 
understood it, is the end of all philosophy : vwisdom, a 
practical concern, a way of Kving, an undeviating and uu- 
questioniog faith, a blind acceptance of the reality of God, 
in the teeth of many logical difficultiesM , 

To any one accustotued to the dialogues of Plato or to the 
ethics of Aristotle, almost the first thing which strikes the 
reader of Job and of Ecclesiastes is the formlessness of the 
books. There is no feeling for form. The notion of a logical 
advance from point to point, in order to establish a conclusion 
based on the evidence thus acquired, does not seem to re- 
commend itself to the Hebrew thinker. On the contrary, 
his arguments go backwai'ds and forwards, involving a great 
deal of what we should tcrni unnecessary repetition, and 
perhaps more frequently than not supplying a rhetorical 
answer to an intellectual difficulty. \Tt was not the province 
of the Jew to enlarge the sphere of intellect, and to order 
life solely as the intellect might direct. It was rather his 
province to teach the absolute importance of conduct"] From 
the very earliest times Jahveh, even by the nomad tribes of 
Arabia, was regarded as a God arranging the details of 
ordinary life, quite as much as the object of their creed. 
Some of the Greek thinkers recognize no difference between 
ethics and politics, the latter being merely the former " writ 
large " in the body of a State. The Jew recognized no real 
difference between intellectual and ethical discipline. The 
religion which dictated ceremonial observances was also the 
main inspirer of human virtue and the ultimate organizer of 
social conditions. ^Bence wisdom is not primarily intellectual 
wisdom, but praieUcal wialoiriT^ In the Book of Job the 
possibility of metaphysical knowledge for man is with the 
greatest emphasis totally denied. Let us look at the first 
nine chapters of Proverbs, and we shall find this specifically 
Hebrew wisdom characterized in detail. The feai* of God is 
its beginning, the fear of God is its goal. It teaches not 
metaphysical knowledge, but a godly life. And hence, too, 
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in the eighth chapter of Proverbs wisdom is personified, as 
it were, as the first creation of God, helping the divine 
Author, co-operating with him in the work of creation. 

There is an obvious contrast between the Book of Proverbs 
and the other two books which belong to this department. 
" Proverbs " represents Hebraic thought in its more sunny 
aspect. It does not go very deep, but it gives admirable, 
though somewhat superficial, advice in many of the concerns 
of life. Job and Ecck-siaates are built up on different lines. 
Job is infinitely the nobler work of the two, the product of 
more thoughtful and more serions brains. It is, indeed, tlie 
finest flower, the siiniiuit and crown of Hebraic thought. But 
tlie total result of Job and Ecclesiastes is much the same — ' 
imlesSj indeed, we suppose in the latter case, as some critics 
have supi)osed, that the writer veiled his scepticisiiii nnder 
certain compromises with the existing creed. JLet fts take 
the Book of Kolieloth first. Its object is obviously lo obtain 
an interpretation of the woilc), and also rules for practical life, 
quite apart from tradition. Although the author finds that 
it is impossible for him to avoid the implications of tradition, 
^e starts, at all events, from the basis of observation and 
experienceTj And what is the result of his observation and 
experience f It is saddening, pessimistic, despairing. Kvery- 
where in Nature we find movement, but a movement which 
effects nothing. The rivers go on running into the sea, but 
the sea is not full. The rain comes down from the clouds, 
and is then sucked up again by the heat of the sun, and the 
process is eternally repeated. We cannot discover any end 
in all this. Phenomena recur, but there is no progress. 
The same thing holds true of the activity of man. He builds 
up, and the man who follows him destroys. He puts before 
himself the ideal of gratifying every desire, and he finds that 
I the happiness for which he is searching is a wiil-o'-the-wisp, 

yPesire itself perishes at the moment of fruitiog) Death 
f comes at the last to cancel all hopes. (_Nor yet can a com- 
. bination of men effect more than a single individual^ The 

1 object of all states is to reward excellence, to encourage 
I virtue, to establish prosperity. But merit is generally dis- 
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regarded — at all events, unrewarded, " Slow rises worth by 
poverty oppressed." There is no such thing in real life b& 
the justice of which poets dreamed. We may even go further 
than this. We may say that Accident. Chance is the ruler of 
life. The royal thinker who was determined to trust to his 
observation and ex{>erience comes at the last to this lament- 
able conclusion, (uiat the only hypothesis to explain the world 
is that it is the creation of ChanceTj Shall we say, tlien, witli 
some religious thinkers, that however perplexing may be the 
issues of mutidane existence, there is to be another world 
which is to set all difficulties right ? That is not a solution 
which recommends itself to Koheleth. Indeed, he rejects it 
with some scorn. Why sliould man be held to be better 
tlian animals ? Why should his spirit endure, when we know 
that the breath of the brutes ceaaoH when death comes ? 

How are wo to frame any rules of life based on such a 
dreary philosophy ? Here comes the most astonishing part 
of the book, that aspect of it which illustrates almost better 
tliau anything else the tenacity w^ith which the Hebrew clung 
to his original creed. First of all we get a puiely Cyrenaic 
doctrine. A certain amount of pleasure is to be got out of 
life, however aimless it seems to be. It is pleasant to live in 
the sunlight. Some of our appetites can be gratified with 
ease and pleasure, ijjife must not be taken too seriously}^ 
However hopeless the outlook, let a man be content with 
each day as it comes, derive from it such good as it can offer, 
and at all events preserve a cheerful f:u?e. There is a touch 
here of Aristippus and Epicurus, ami nioro than a passing 
resemblance to Omar Khayyam. But whereas men like 
these, having suggested pessimistic principles, desire to cairy 
them out to their logical conclusion, the author of Ecclesiastes 
will not have a word said to impugn the reality of God. In 
his head might reign the Greek spirit : in his heart was the 
soul of a Jew. The philosophy of Kant exhibited very much 
the same phenomenon. According to the pliilosopher of 
Konigsberg, pure reason could never prove the existence of 
God, any more than it could prove the immortality of the 
soul, or the existence of a world of metaphysical truth. 
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Nevertheless, the practical reason cannot do its proper work 
without these postulates. There must be a God, there must 
be immortality, there must be a real world : or else ethics 
become impossible. So, too, Koheleth, with his Epicurean 
philosophy, with his voice of despair, with his iutellectual 
realization that Chance rules the world and not Reason, yet 
never dares to question the existence of God. Sometimes 
one detects a note in his thought which is almost repellent. 
His religion apparently does not help him to solve any of his 
troubles, but he is very keenly conscious that divine things 
may be a source of actual peril to a man. You are to walk 
carefully when you approach the House of God, say as little 
as you can when you are there, walk warily, be afraid. But 
that is not his best attitude. The better temper appears in 
his concluding verses, which, indeed, prove better than any- 
thing else the triumphant power and authority of the Jewish 
temperament based on a long and definite teaching. Whatever 
he dares to think about the world and about man, the author 
does not dare to utter any words of scepticism in reference 
to Divinity. God exists, |and the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom."^ 

Now, apart from all the differences involved in style and 
manner of treatment, this is precisely the result of the Book 
of Job. The intellect rebels, but faith remains constant 
We cannot see our way along the thorny paths, but we must 
believe Avhere we cannot prove. If a Greek thinker had had 
the problems of the Book of Job to discuss, we feel at once 
how different would have been his treatment. He would 
have applied analysis to some of the conceptions, such as 
those of "virtue," "happines-s," "sin," of which the book is 
fnlL He would have asked, if confronted with the ijuestion 
how it comes to pass that a good man may suffer calamity 
and an o^^l man may prosper, what we precisely meant by 
such words as prosperity an<l sufTering ? Do we mean merely 
the temporal loss of curthly happiness ? Do we mean by 
prosperity only the possession of the good things of life? 
Or are we confusing in this matter the two different domains 
of spirit and flesh and the gratifications which beJong to 
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each ? Spiritual success may be quite possible, even in the 
midst of material failure. The problem, at all events, cannot 
be decided by merely external signs. We want to know 
a great deal more about the condition of the good man and 
the bad man respectively before we can settle the doubt as 
to which of the two is the happier. But analysis is not the 
strong point of the Book of Job. The Jewish thinker attacks 
his subject in quite a different way, with a dramatic and] 
imaginative framework and profuse rhetorical eloquence. To 
some extent the writer is under the donnuion of purely 
Jewish ideas ; but also, because he is an entirely honest man, 
and through the mouth of Job constantly repeats that it is 
nothing but hypocrisy to distort obvious facts, he has written 
a book which is quite as much modern as it is ancient. 

He approaches his theme dramatically. The picture is 
drawn for us of the wealthy head of a great family or tribe, 
u sort of Betlouin Prince honoured and respected by every 
one, a man of sincerity and benevolence. It is very easy for 
such a man to be good, is the sneer of Satan. Doth Job 
serve God for nauglit? Why, every day testimony is borne I 
of the benefits which accrue to the man who is a " father to] 
the poor," who " causes the widow's heart to siug for joy." How' 
shall the value of this goodness be tested ,' Satan is allowed 
to take away all his possessions, to deprive him of his family, 
and finally even to afflict Job himself with a loalLsome 
disease, in order to discover whether his virtue is part of 
himself or merely an outward covering, a thing of circum- 
stance, due to ease and unchallenged prosperity. So thai 
problem is put before us, the problem of a good man suddenl] 
confronted with disaster, to wliora his wife, with quick petu*J 
lance, recommends the easy solution, " Curse Gotl and die.' 
Job's faith is not of this pattern. The two elements of his 
cliaracter which are constantly put before us are.viirst, his 
undeviatiag confidence in God ; secondly, his determination to 
plead Lis cause before Him.N " Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust in Him ; but I will maintain mine own ways before 
Him." For Job is a sti*aightforward man, and he will not 
play the hypocrite. He has done the beat he can with him- 



IJTTHO. § 7] " WISDOM " LITERATURE 



39 



self in life, and extended the range of his benefits as far as 
possible. He is not going to under-rate his claims ; he is not 
going to admit for one single moment that he has been a 
sinner. And here opens for us the real value of the Book of 
Job. We have called it both ancient and modern. It is 
modem because it deals with a problem which is just as alive 
for us as it ever was in the centuries before the Christian era. 
It is ancient because it is full of the persistent ideas and 
equally persisteut prejudices of the Jewish mind. The 
earliest religious view is undoubtedly that if God is a just 
Judge, He will bring a man's fortunes into more or less 
correspondence with his goodness of character. If he is good, 
he will flourish ; if he is evil, he will be cut down. The 
Psalms are full of this idea ; and, indeed, the whole significa- 
tion of the priestly revision of the historical books proceetls 
on the assumption that Israel was punished because Israel 
had sinned. Such a crude and primitive idea, which unfor- 
tunately is very largely prevalent among other faiths than 
the Hebrew, breaks down in contact with actual experience. 
If the Almighty sends His rain upon desert places quite as 
much as on fruitful lands, it is also plain that He showers 
His benefits equally on the just and on the unjust. Or, in 
other words, men of common-sense and practical wisdom can 
build up a great amount of external prosperity for them- 
selves, whether they are moral or no, for the simple reason 
that the conditions of success are wholly independent of 
ethical considerations. The teaching of Christ took a broader 
view, as is proved by His remark in reference to those on 
whom the Tower of Siloam fell. They were not, He declares, 
sinners beyond all other men because they had sufl'ered such 
things. But the strange and interesting thing ia that the 
Book of Job teaches the same lesson. Here is Job, a pattern 
man, a devout worshipper, a just ruler, a kindly master and 
friend. He loses all his property, and is himself afflicted with 
a horrible malady. His friends come and tell him that he 
richly deserved everything he had got, and Job answers with 
increasing irritation that they are miserable counsellors, 
because their judgment is false. If he suffered more than 
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other nieu, it was not because be was wickeder tlian other 
men. Then cornea the intervention of Elihu, which^ at all 
events, suggests here and there the deep truth which the old 
Greek dramatists had discovered, Hhat suffering has an 
educative power, that it is not purposeless, that it does not 
belong to an irrational universe, but has some far-off, dimly- 
discerned, divine end. ) But when Jehovah conies on the 
scene, He makes no answer at all to Job's questions. On the 
contrary, He asks questions Himself, Who is Job that he 
dares to interrogate his Maker ? (CJod is inscrutable, and His 
ways past finding out.A And so the book ends on a lesson of 
modesty — something like the moral of Isaiah, that the potter 
works as he will, and that the thing he moulds is no critic of 
his designs. 

But if the problem of the Book of Job is the (jucstion 
which has beset men in all ages, modem as well as ancient 
— the question how to explain the existence of evil — tho 
treatment of it is distinctly tinged with Jewish modes of 
thought. In the first place, modern ages have taught us to 
magnify the importance of the individual. But the attitude 
of the Hebrew writer is that the individual is of .absolutely no 
consequence whatfloever. The Almighty uses the things He 
has made in whatever fashion pleases Him. Men can be 
turned into instruments of wrath, as well as agents of safety 
and health. A great deal of modern speculation indignantly 
refuses to accept such a point of view. It believes (which 
certfiinly the writer of the Book of Job did not believe) that 
man has a perfect right to ask the why and the wherefore of 
his brief and perturbed existence. But there is also another 
and a deeper reason why the Book of Job is formed on a 
pattern which does not appeal to some thinkers. It is called 
a philosophical work ;(, but it docs not believe in knowledge 
as an end in itself.Xit distinctly says that metaphysical 
speculation cannot arnvc at any definite conclusionIX The 
real knowledge is " Wisdom," as the Jews understood tho 
term ; that is to say, the performance of duty, the revelation 
that, whatever may or may not be true with regard to the 
ultimate elements and secrets of life, there is a certain piece 
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of work which luau is or<iained to accomplish, and which he 
must execute according to the best of his ability. 

Indeed, one of the most curious features iu the history of 
the Jew is his steady and earnest repudiation of the Greek 
culture. " Cursed is the man who allows his son to learn 
Grecian wisdom," says the Talmud. Or, as it is put by a 
Jewish poet, " Go not near the Grecian wisdom : it has no 
fruit, but only blossoms." The second quotation reveals 
the real source of the objection which the Hebrews felt to 
Hellenic culture. [jLt ha^l no immediate oi>eiative influence 
on life ; it did not teach the science of conduct, because the 
intellect to which it trusted is a powerful instrument with 
many eflFects, but none of them necessarily of an ethical kind^ 
It is curious to discover that many definite attempts were 
made at a certain period of history to subject the Jew to 
Hellenistic infiucnces^ but they were uniformly unsuccessful. 
Those who are interested in the point can peruse the first 
chapter of Mr. G. F. Abbott's valuable work, Isnul m 
EuTOjic, in which this particular contrast between Hebraism 
and Hellenism occupies the author's attention.' In 198 B.C. 
Palestine passed under the sway of the Greco-Syriau Seleu- 
cids, who began a policy of forcible assimilation, the worst of 
all policies to adopt with the Jew. The Egyptian monarchs 
were tolerant, the Syrian kings were violent, but ncithei' 
succeeded in reconciling the Hebrew to the ways of the 
Gentile. The splendid heroism of the Maccabees was only 
one indication of the stubborn resistance offered to Hellcn- 
izing influences. Often the Court party temporized with 
the Hellenistic movement. The Sadducees represented a 
party who among the Jews themselves adopte<l liberal modes 
of thought. But they had no chance with the more genuine 
elements among the Hebrews. The Pharisees would have 
nothing to do with Hellenic culture, still less, of course, the 
Essenes ; and the anti-Greek section of the people, who were 
termed the " Pious" (Chassidim or Assideaus), regarded, as 
Mr. Abbott says, with the deepest misgiving the inroad of all 
foreign customs, whether of life or of thought. 

» hrad in Eurvjm, by O. F. Abbott (Matmilkn, 1907). 
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The conclusion of the Book of Job, which soiiie liavc found 
80 unsatisfactory, is really to be explained by considerations 
dependent on this broad contrant between Jew and Greek. 
When at lost Job obtains his wish, and has the opportunity 
of pleading his cause before God, he has not a word to say. 
He had befure been perfectly convinced of the justice of his 
own position, and more than a little troubled as to the 
apparent injustice of the Divine Providence. Although he, 
no more than any of the other Hebrews of the time, had 
anything but the vaguest idea of a life after death, yet he 
strenuously believed that there would arise some avenger 
afttir hiuT, some one to put his cause aright. But God answers 
Job out of the whirlwind, and Job is reduced to silence. The 
theophany is so overwhelming that an individual cause is 
wholly obliterated by its splendour. But if wc ask how the 
theophauy explains the problem, the answer is certainly not 
wholly clear. For there is no solution of the given problem. 
There is only the repeated assertion thaCvGod is the author 
of a wonderful universe, in which the rights of the individual 
sink to insignificance. "^Thut is the true attitude of the Jewish 
mind, and is valuable for this very reason. Job is told to look 
at the larger scheme of the universe. Every man in grief is 
naturally inclined to over-rate the importance of iiia own 
personality. " There is no suffering like my suffering," he is 
apt to say; " there is no such salient instance of the injustice 
of the world." How can such a selfish attitude be cured ? 
Only, the Book of Job would seem to suggest, by raising one's 
eyes to the liiHs, by thinking of the bigger things, by trying 
to understand an universal scheme in which the individual 
plays his part indeed, but a wholly subordinate and, perhaps, 
ineffective part. In some such fashion we may interpret to 
ourselves the magnificent rhetoric with which this ancient 
piece of literature concludes, remembering at the same time 
that tijere is a hint throughout that the sufferings of Job are 
in no sense fiual, but only designed as a test of his integrity. 
Moreover, the substantial rectitude of his life is vindicated at 
the close. His friends are reproved and punished for their 
narrow views — the ordinary narrow view which links suffer- 



1HTB0.§7] "WISDOM" LITERATURE 43 

ing to sin as effect to cause — ^while the hero himself is 
restored to all his former prosperity. As we saw before in the 
case of Ecclesiastes, so we see still more pliunly here, that^it 
is the faith of the Hebrew which is the one over-mastering 
element in his character, the great spiritual force bj means 
of which he conquers the world, j 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE 

I. HISTORICAL SECTION 



HISTORICAL SECTION 



PREHISTORIC PERIOD, Genesis I.— XI. 

The CreatioiL — The Ilebrair cosmo<fony loas, with but little dottht, derived 
from tiic Babylonian rnj/ths. Mr, (Jeorgr Smith's epoch-making ditcovery 
(1872-1878) of tabku in the Library of Atsiirbanipal in Nitifvth prott* 
that this W(U the uUimatt, if n«< the immfdirde, »oure«. The emUent* of 
the tablets are very old, far older than the Book of Ocnetit, older even Uiaa 
the oldest elemeiUB of Oeixma. Beroianu, a Babylonian priest (300 B.C. ), td»o 
gives w tome details. 

In the tablets i« read n sort of ejiie p<jem, in which tlu triumph nfMarduk 
{Merodaeh, Jer. 1. 2), Babylon's supreme gud, is recorded, Slurduk has a 
comlbat with Tianuit, or Chaos, dividing Iter iiUo two /sortions, tlie upper 
pOftioii lofonii the haiveits, and the loiocr part {so Berosfus says) to form 
the earth. He then iruide the sun and the tnoon, ami apportioned the yean 
and mhn'hs. Then he make* num. 

My blood will I bake, and bona [I will fashion] 
I mil make mnn that man may . . , 
/ mil create vutn who shaJl inhabit [the earth]. 
latlL. W. King, " The Seven TablUs of Creation " (1902).] 

ITowthis Babylonian myth {whieh «, of eounie,fiill of ptjli/ilieittir details, 
as compared teiPt the Hebrew vuniotheisin) was iiUroduced avxong the 
Htbrtwi it uncertain. There were many links of association, beiiceen the 
tumad Israelites and Mesopotamia [<•/. Irgmd of Abraham at Ur of the 
Chaldees (Gen. xi. 28)], and in alt pivhabilUtj Babylonian infiuencej were 
ttrfixfi in Canaan before the Israelites entered the land. Them, perhaps, the 
r.i ' ' y ions were assimilt'Ud. It is unlikely tfnU the slory emtld have 

I ! OK late as the Baljy Ionian exile, thotlgh, of course, the I'riestly 

It I M. , . ,. ,i<d tlie older legends after the time of Esru, BiU the asiimilatioti 
of an alien myth, cmd iU wUnralizalion nmomj the Israelites, must have 
taken tome time. The Bl-Amanui tablets (1400 B.C.) prove the early 
relations between Babylonia and Canaan. 

Thi* narrative (/'.') dtOes betteeen 670 {etid tf EukitPt aetioHy) and 458 
(arrival qf &ra in Jeruta/tm), Obaervt ila formal divitiom. 

1 IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void ; and -,|^ ^ , 
darknesa www upon the face of the deep. And {Jappaj^yg^ 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the | u 1.3 
waters. 

And God said, Let there be light : and there was light. And 
Oo<l saw the light, that it ttxu good : and God divided the light 
from the darkiufts. An<l Gotl called the light Day, and the 
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darkness ho cailcd Night. And the evening and the morning 
were the first day. 

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God 
made the firmament, and divided the waters which «we under 
the firmament fi"om tlie waters which tcere above the firmament : 
and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And 
the evening and the morning were the second day. 

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear : and it was 
BO. And God called the dry land Earth ; and tlie gathering to- 
gether of the waters callt-d he Seas : and God saw that it inas 
good. And God said. Let tlie earth bring forth grass, the herb 
jrielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after liis kind, 
whose seed ig in itself, up<m the e^rth : and it was so. And the 
earth brought forth grass, and herb jrielding seed after his kind, 
and the tree yielding fruit, wliose seed wa» in itself, aft«r hia 
kind : and Got! saw that it icivs good. And the evening and the 
morning were the third day. 

And God said, Ix-t there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to divide the day from the night ; and lot them be for 
signfl, and for seasons, ami for days, and years : and let them lie 
for lights in the finnamcnt of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth : and it was so. And God made two great liglit.s ; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 
nigiit : Ac mtutc the stars also. And God set them in the firma- 
ment of the [leaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness : and God saw that it was good. And the evening and 
the morning were the fourtli day. 

And God wiid, I.<et the waterss bring forth abundantly the mov- 
ing creature that hath life, and fowl ihat may fly above the earth 
in the open firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, 
and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought 
forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl aiter 
his kind i and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, 
saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let fowl nmltipJy in the earth. And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. 

And Go<l said, Lot the earth bring forth the living creature 
after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth 
after his kind : and it was so. And God made the beast of the 
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing 
that creepoth upon the earth after his kind : and God saw that 
it was good. 

And God aaid, Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness : and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
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over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, nnd over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God create*! man in hia oiim image, in the image of 
God created he him ; male and female created he them. And 
Go<l l)les.sed them, and God said unto tliem. Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it ; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And 
God sjaid, Behokl, I have given yon every herb bearing seed, 
wliich in upon tlic face of all the earth, and everj' ti-ee, in the 
whicli i« the fruit of a tree j'ielding seed ; to you it shall be for 
meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the 
air, and to every tiling that creepeth upon the earth, wherein 
Ihera its life, I have given every green herb for meat : and it 
was so. 

And God saw every thing that ho had made, and, behold, it 
tens very good. And the evening and the morning were the 
sixth day. 

2 THUS the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them. ^Vnd on the seventh day God ended his work 
wliich he had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from ail 
his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it : because that in it he had rested from all 
his work which God created and made. 



The Creation.— Tk« mrlieit fluU for Ihijt JahviMic narralive in Gen. ii., iiL 
iinrl iv. it tXa rtifn nf Jrhm/uiphaf, 660 B.C. J. i/km probobli/ a Judmnn. 
Hut critiai have ttrletlal trrti ilijereni strata of narrntivc. Tat oldal has 
no kixowiedije of the Delvgf, nnd iee-ms to believe thnt fain i* the arteeUrat 
fathtr ajirr Paradite. Tht atatnd fuia the lAlugr. as ita central ftaturt. 

So/ar as the relalum with tht fivH. chaptrr of OrrK^h u conurncd, J. is mtuh 
mart human, mere dramatic than P. Tht order of er eat imi it different, 
the sltfU U d^ffetfnt, aftd lh« r«i>racnMi<m of Dtitj/ i* different. 

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when 
they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth 
and the heavens, and every plant uf the field 
before it was in the earth, and every herb of the 
field before it grew : for the I^ord God had not 
caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was 
not a man to till the ground. But there went 
up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the 
ground. 

And the Lord God formed man ©/"the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a 
living soul. 

And the LottO God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; aad 
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there he put the maji whom he had formed. Aiid out of the 
gi-ound made the Lonu G<xl to grow every tree that is pleasant to 
the »ight, and good for food ; the tree of life also in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And a 
river went out of Eden to water the garden ; and from thence it 
was parted, and became into four heads. The name of the first 
is Fison : that {« it which compastieth the whole land uf Havilah, 
whore there is gold ; and the gold of that land ia good : there t» j 
bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second river 
u Gthon : the same ia it that compasseth the M-hole land of 
Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Hiddekel : that is 
it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river 
is Euphrates, 

And tlie Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Loud God com- 
mande<l the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou may- 
est freely eat : but of the tree of the knowledge of good an<l evil, 
thou ahalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatcst thereof 
thou shalt surely die. 

And the Loud God said, It is not good that the man should be. 
atone ; I will make him au help meet for him. j\jid out of tha 
ground the Loud Ood formed every beast of the field, and every 
fowl of the air ; and brought them unto Adam to see what he 
would call them : and whatsoever Adam called every living 
creature, that tms the name thereof. And Adam gave names to 
all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every Ixiast of the 
field j but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

And the Lord God caused a rleep sloop to fall upon Adam, and 
bo slept : and be took one of his ribs, and closed up the tlosh 
instead thereof ; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken 
from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
And Adam said, This in now lx>ne of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh : she shall be called Woman, because slie was taken out of 
Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his motherland 
shall cleave unto hi.>j wife : and they shall Ije one flesh. And 
they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed. 



3 NOW the serpent was more subtil than any bca.st of the field 
which the Lord God had made. And he s^iid unto the woman, 
Yeji, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden I 
And tlie woman said unto the serpent, Wo may cat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden : but of the fruit of Die tree which is in 
the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto 
the woman, Ye shall not surely die : for God doth know that ia 
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and yo 
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shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman 
saw that the tree ivas good for food, and that it tAXis pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wine, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her ii us band 
witlj her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that they rvert naked ; and they sewed 
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of tlie IjORD God walking in the gar- 
den in the cool of the day : ami Adam and liis wife hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord GotI amongst the trees of 
the garden. And the Lord God callud unto Adam, and said uiitu 
him, Where arl thou 1 And he said, I hcartl thy voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I ivas naked ; and I hid my- 
self. And he said. Who told thee that thou toast naked 1 Hast 
thou eaten of tlie tree, whereof I commanded thoo that thou 
shouldest not eat? And the man said, Tlie woman whom thou 
gavest to be witli mo, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said unto the woman, What t« this that thou 
hast done? And the woman said, The .serpent beguiled me, and 
I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hasb 
done this, thou arl cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of tlie field ; upon thy l^elly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life : and I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed .; it shall bruiso 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 
and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children ; 
and thy desirii ^hcUl b« to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee. 

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com- 
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed ig the 
ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat q^ it all the days 
of thy life ; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; 
and thou slialt eat the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for out of 
it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return. 

And Adam called his wife's name Eve ; because she was the 
motiier of all Hving. Unto Adam also and to liis wife did the 
Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

And the LoRD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of 
us, to know good and evil : and now, lost he put forth his hand, 
And take also of the tree of life, and eat, and Uve for ever : 
therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was taken. So be drove out 
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the man ; and ho placed at the east of the ganlon of Edeu 
cherubims, and a flaming sword which turaed every way, to keep 
the way of the tree of life. 



Cain and Abel 



AND Adam knew Eve his wife ; and she conceived, and bare 
Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from tho 
LoRU. And she again bare his brother Abel. 
And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain moh a tiller of the 
ground, 

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of 
the fruit of tlie ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, 
he also brought of the firstlinga of his flock and of the fat thereof. 
And the Lord had rospect unto Abel and to his ofTering : but 
unto Cain and to his otToring he had not rt'spect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said unto 
Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy count<.Miance fallen? 
If thou doest well, shall thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the d^wr. And unto thee ahiUl b« his desire, 
and thou shalt rule over him. 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came to pass, 
when they were iu the field, that Cain i-ose up against Abel his 
brother, and slew him. And the Lori> said unto Cain, Where i» 
Abel thy brother 1 And ho Haid, I know not : am I my brothor'a 
keeper ? And he said, Wliat hast thou done ? the voice <jf thy 
brother's blood crieth unt^; lue from the ground. And now art 
thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her tuouth to 
receive thy brother's blood from tliy hand ; when thou tillest the 
ground, it shall nob henceforth yield unto thcc \wv strength ; a 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the eattlj. And Cain 
said unto the Lori>, My punislmient i> great<-r than I can bear. 
Behold, thou liaat driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth ; and from thy fac« shall I be hid ; and I shall be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth ; and it shall come to pass, that 
eveiy one that findcth me shall slay me. And tho Lord said 
uuto hiiii, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall bo 
taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, 
lost any finding him should kill him. 



The Daloge. — Otological teienee will have notliing to my Co an uuivennl 
delugo sneh ai the Biblical aeeount aeemi to indicate. Immense comiicat 
chtinga took place Ivng brfwe wto« appeared im the rurfacc (fftlu: globe, Intt 
no such general ruitmersioH. after h» had appeared. The gtograjJiioil dia- 
tribtUum both of men awl animals /orbidt any tueh luppontion. There 
may have been a partial dciiige, and ice knoxv that Bait/Ionia too* nUgeet 
to iit'undat.wnt, but thai is not what the writer of Genesis appeari to have 
in his mind. 

Flood-storia are common enough in other nations — csjiecially in Ametiea, 
India and Australia, and, </ coarsi, Greece has Us Deiiodlum's deluge. 
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Greek pkUMopkern ami itt/ufs have tMtght the origin cf thingi in Mate*. 
£iU wt eoMnot argue fnrm faeU like Ihtu to the tnUh if a namtite niefc 
at Ufotutd in GcnenU. 

The Bitbylonian story uf lh« Flood loru found liy George Smith »i* lh« 
Library of Aieiirbanipal at Nineveh. [Beroara* toy* thnt Knmoi %parntd 
XitiUhrot, the tatlh anl-eih'luvian king, that Oure vttmld be a food, 
Xisuthros is BcrossuAa t-ersioii of Jlatii-atra, or Htuit-adra, an inverted 
funn of Atra-luuin = very clever, a name given to Vt-iiapishtim.1 

There are elententx here of J., irorkerf or-er Uy J'. 

^oah = Ul-iiapinhlitn, who seuds out of hit ship, first a dote, which 
returned: tfun a ncalUno which returned: then a raven icAtcA did not 
conif bark. 

Ul-iMpitlUiiH also offers sacrifice. 

"■ T/u: godn friiielt the sarotir . . . 
The ijfKlti tjathered like flies over the eocrifirer" 

Hit ikip gmwuled on Nizir, a momntain eoM of the Tiyrie. 

Polylheiatic colottritig differerUiatea the Habf/lonian from the ITfbraie 
riories. 

Al^D Ood saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of hia heart 
wa« only evil continually. And it repented the _. _ 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it .,. r_Yiii 
grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I 
will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth ; both man, and Injast, and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth mo that I have made them. 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

These are the generations of Noah : 

Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and 
Noah walked with Ood, And Noah begat three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Jupheth. 

The earth also was corrupt before Ood, and the earth was 
.filled with violence. And Ood looked upon the earth, anrl, 
^behold, it was corrupt ; for idl flesh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth. 

And God said unto Noah, The end of bU flesh is come Iwforo 
line; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy tln.-ni witii the earth. Make tljt* an ark 
of gopher wood ; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt 
pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is thefadkion 
which thou sludt make it of: Tlio length of the ark dnill h« 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 
height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the 
ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above ; and the door of 
the ark shalt thou sot in the side thei"eof ; with lower, second, 
and tliinl utoriee shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do 
bring a Hood of waters up<jn the caith, •« destroy all flesh, 
wherein xe the breath of life, from under heaven ; fiu<l every 
thing that (V in tho earth shall die. But with thee will I 
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ent-ablisli my covenitut; And thoD slialt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. And 
of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou 
bring int« the ark, to keep them alive with thee ; they Hhall be 
male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after 
tlieir kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, 
two of every sort shall como unto tliee, to keep ihem alive. And 
take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt 
gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 
Thus did Noah ; according to all that God commanded hiiu, ho 
did he. 

7 AND the Lord 8ai<l unto Noah, Como thou and all thy 
house into the ark ; for thee have I seen righteous befoie me in 
this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt take t« theo by 
sevens, the male and his female ; and of beasts that are not clean 
by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, 
the malo and the female ; to keep seed alive upon the face of all 
the earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon 
the earth foi-ty days and forty nij^htft : nntl every living Kubstance 
that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. 

And Noah did according unto all tiiat the Lord commanded 
him. And Noah nvtn six hundred years ohl when the Hood of 
waters was upm the earth. And Noah went in, and his aooa, 
and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because 
of the waleis of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that 
are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing tliat creepeth 
upon the eartli, there went in two and two unto Noah into th6 
ark, the male and the female, as God liad commanded Noah. 
And it came to pas« after seven days, that the watere of the (luod 
were upon the earth, 

In the six hundre<hh year of Noah's life, in the second month, 
the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the 
fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened. And the lain wa.s upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights. In the selfsame day ent«i-ed Noah, and 
Bhem, and Ham, and Japhoth, the sons of Noah, and Noah'a 
wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark ; 
they, and every boast after bis, kind, and all the cattle after their 
kind, and every creeping thing that creepftli upon the earth after 
his kind, and every fowl after his kind, overy bird of every sort. 
And they went in unto Noali into the ark, two and two of all 
flesh, wherein ia the breath of life. And they that went in, went 
in male and female of all Ue^h, as God had commanded him : and 
the Loan shut him in. 

An<l the Ho*xl was forty days upon the earth ; and the waters 
increased, and bai-e up the ark, and it w as lift up above the ! 



OEKBSIS] 



HISTORIC.^X SECTION 



66 



eartli. And the waters prevaUe<l, and were incrwised greatly 
upon the eartli ; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. 
And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; and all 
the high hills, tliat tuere under the whole heaven, were covered. 
Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail ; and the mountains 
were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, 
both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man : all in whose 
nostrtU was the breath of life, of all that uaa in the dry land, 
died. And every living substance was destroyed which waa 
upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the 
creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven ; and they were 
destroyed from the earth : and Noah only remained alin, and 
they that were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed 
upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 

8 AND God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all 
the cattle that was with him in the ark : and God made a wind 
to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged ; the fountains 
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was restrained ; and the waters returned 
from off the earth continually ; and after the end of the hundred 
and fifty days the waters were abate<1. And the aik rested in 
the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon 
the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually 
until the tenth month : in the tenth month, on the first day of 
the month, were the tops of the mountains seen. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah 
opened the window of the ark which he had made : and he sent 
forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters 
were dried up from off the earth. Also he sent forth a dove from 
him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the 
ground ; but the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and 
she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters u-ere on the 
fnce of the whole earth : then he put forth his hand, and took 
her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed 
yet other seven days ; and again ho sent forth the dove out of 
the ark ; and the dove come in to him in tlie evening ; and, lo, 
in her mouth u\u> an olive leaf pluckt off : so Noah knew that 
the waters were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet 
other seven days ; and sent forth the dove ; which returned not 
again unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the 

6rst inmith, the first dni/ of the month, the waters were dried up 

I from off the earth : and Noah removed the covering of the ark, 

and looked, and, behold, tlie face of the ground was dry. And 

iu the second mouth, on the seven and twentieth day of tho 
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month, was the earth dricil. iVud God spake unto Noah, saying, 
Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy 
sona' wives with thee. Bring forth with tliee every living tiling 
that ■<K with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
every creeping tiling that creepeth upon the earth ; that they 
may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply 
upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and his hou.s, and his 
wife, and his sons' wives with him : every Ix^nst, every creeping 
thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, 
aftor their kinds, went forth out of the ark. 

And Noali builded an altar unto the LoRU ; and took of every 
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings 
on the altar. And the Lord sniellc<l a sweet savour ; and the 
Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any 
more for man's sake ; for the imagination of man's heart in evU 
from his youth ; neither will I again smite any more every thing 
living, as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease. 



The Towar of Babel. — Thit ia J.'b exvlaiwlion of Dit direrrity of tanffnagti 
miff of tht tfftieral dUlributioK iff mankind. Of eoiirte, U is i/uite mh- 
historical. It fails to explain the diversity of races, o>i u>kieh diventily 
of language dejyfndt. The Fatheri thought that HArtw inis the origin^ 
langmtg^. Arabic x* older, in, inany re-ijxcfg. 

1 1 AND the whole earth was of ono language, and of one 
speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from tJie east, 

that tliey found a plain in tlie land of Shinar; 

of Babel'' "■"^* ^^^^^ flwelt there. And they said one to 

^j J g another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them 

tliroughly. And they had brick for stone, and 
slime had they for morter. And the^' said, Go to, let us build us 
a city and a tower, whose t«p may reach unto heaven ; anfl let 
us make us a name, lest we be scatteied abroad ujion the face of 
the whole eartii. And the Lord ainio down to wee tlR> city and 
tlie tower, whicji the children of men build«."d, And tlie Lord 
said. Behold, the people w one, and thoy have all one language ; 
and this they begin to do : and now nothing will Ikj restrained 
from them, whicli they liave imagined to do. Go to, let us go 
down, and there confound their language, that they may not 
understand ono another's .speech. So the Lord 8cattore<l them 
abroati fiom thence upon the face of all the earth : and they left 
oflF to build the city. Therefoi-e is the name of it called Babel ; 
because the Lord did there confound the language of all the 
earth: and from thence did the LoiiD scatter tliem abroad upon 
the face of all tlie eartli. 



PATRIARCHAL PERIOD, Gen. XII.-L. 



The CaU of 
Abraham 

XH. 1-9 

thee Rliall all 



The Coll of Abraham. — Ax Utiuti in I fie ear/;/ ptUriarrhal stories, J, {and 
possibly E.) has been leorktd over hy P. It teas the Hebrew tradition that 
the ancestors of tJte nation had migrated from tlu East into Canaan, and 
then in the persons of Jaeob and his ticeJve soils gotu down into Egypt. In 
later timts, when P. wrote, places like Shechem, Bethel, Eehnm, Beershtba, 
Beer-lcthai-roi were looked upon as aa-neiuaries. It is possible that stories 
of the patriarchs teert attached to the aanetttaries whieh they icere supposed 
to have visited. These stories were written dotcn by J. and E. and thm put 
togtthtr by a later redactor, and the thritus were eontidertd saered beeauM 
rmuueted with the patriarchs. 

Sometimes names iff individuals seern to be used alinoti gtnerieaUy of tribes, 
rather than periMU. Ishmitel way be the personal son of AbraJtum, but 
he represents the Bedouin of the desert. 

1 2 NOW the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from tliy father's house, 

unto a land that I will shew thee : and I will 

make of thee a great nation, and I will bles-s 

thee, and make thy name great ; and tliou slialt 

be a blessing : and I will bless thcni that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee : and in 

families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the 

Lord had spoken unto him ; and Lot went with lum : and 

Abram tens seventy and five years old when he departed out of 

Ilaran. And Abram took Sarah his wife, and Lot his brother's 

son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the 

souls tliat they Uiul gotten in Haran ; and they went forth to go 

into the Inn<i of Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan they 

earae. 

And Abraiii passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, 
unto the plain of Iforeli. And the Canaanito teas then in tho 
land. And the Lord appeared unto Abi-am, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land : and there builded he an altar unto 
the Lord, who appeared unto him. 

And ho removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 
Betli-el, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and 
Hal on the east : and there ho builded an altar unto tho Lono, 
and cidle<l upon the name of tho I^ud. 

1 6 NOW Sarah Abram's wife bare liim no children : aiul she 
!iad an liandiuaid, an Egyptian, whoso nante u-ai^ Ilagar. And 
Sarali said unto Abram, Behold now, tho Lord hath restraiiuHl 
me fron> litariiig : I pray thoe, go in unto niy maid ; it may Ije 
that I may obtain children by her. And Abram heai'koned to 
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the voice of Sarali. And Siirah Abraiii's wife took Hiigar her 
maid the Egyptian, nftcr Abram had dwelt ten 
The Story of yeani in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her 
XVT rtvvi '^U'^''^"'' Aljram to l)0 his wife. And lie went 
9-21 ^^ unto Hagar, and she conceived : and when she i 

saw that she had conceived, her mistress watJ 
despised in her eyes. And Sarah said unto Abrain, My wrong 
be. upon thee : I have given my maid into thy bosom ; and when 
she saw that she had conceive<i, I was despised in her eyes : the 
Lord judge between me and thee. But Abram said unto Sarah, 
Behold, thy maid i* in thy hand ; do to her as it pleaseth thee. 
And when Sarah dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. 

And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water 
in the wilderness, by the fountiiin in the waj* to Shur. And he 
said, Hagar, Sarah's maid, whence earnest thoul and whither wilt 
thou gol And she said, I flee from the face of my uiistresa 
Sarah. And the angel of the Lord said unto lior, Return to thy! 
mi.str(«a*, and submit thyself under her hands. And the angol of 
the Loud said unto her, I will multiply thy seefJ exceedingly, 
that it Bhall not bo numlx^rerl for multitude. And the angel of 
the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt 
bear a son, and shalt cJiU his uamo Ishmael; because the Lord 
hath heani thy afHiction. And he will be a wild man ; his hand 
wiU be against everj- man, and every man's hand against him ; 
and ho shall dwell in t!ie presence of all liis brethren. And she 
callwl the name of the IjOrd tliat spake unto her, Thou God 
seest mo : for she said, Have I also here looke<l after him that 
seeth me 1 ^^'herefo^6 the well was called Bocr-lahai-roi ; behold, 
it if between Kadesh and Bered. 

And Hagar bare Abram a son : and Abram called his son's 
name, whicli Hagar bare, lahmael. And Ahram itvw fourscore 
and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. And 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born 
unto Abraham, mocking. Wlierefore she said unto Abrsdiam, 
Ca.st out tliis bondwoman and her son. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took broad, 
and a bottle of water, and gave il unto Uagai-, putting il on her 
shoulder, and the child, and sent her away : and she departed, 
an<l wandered in the wildernes-s of Boer-shelja, And the water 
was spent in the Ixittle, and she cast the child under one of the 
shrubs. And she went, and sat her down over against Aim a 
good way off, a.s it were a Ixi'Wahat ; for she saitl, Let me not see 
the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift 
up her voice, and wept. And God heard the voice of the lad ; 
and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said 
unto hfr, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for GmI hath 
hoard the voice of the lad where he ie. Arise, lift up the lad. 



OEKBSia] 



HISTORICAL SECTION 



59 



tiiKl hold him in thine hand ; for I will make liim a great nation. 
And Gt>d opened hor oyes, and she saw a well of water ; and she 
went, and filled the bottle with wat<?r, and gave the la<l drink. 
And God was with the IikI ; and he grew, and dwelt in the 
wilderness, and beeamo au archer. And he dwelt in the wilder- 
ness of Paran : and his mother took him a wife out of the land 
of Egypt, 

18 AND the Lord appeared unto Abmham in the plains of 
Mamre : and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day ; 
and he lift up hia eyes and looked, and, lo, three 
men stood by him : and when he saw Ihrm, he c,^^?^iiL 
ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed yvni i-i'- 
himself toward the ground, and said, My Lord, 
if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray 
thee, from thy servant : let a little water, I pniy you, be fetched, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree : and I 
will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts ; after 
that ye shall pass on : for therefore are yo come to your ser\ant. 
And they said, So do, as thou hafit said. 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said. 
Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and 
make cakes upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, 
and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young 
man ; and ho hasted to dress it. And he took butter, and milk, 
and the calf which ho had dressed, and set U before them ; and 
he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

And they said unto him, Wliere is Sarah thy wife 1 And he 
said. Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly return 
unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 
Bhall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which 
teas behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah uvre old attd well 
stricken in age ; arid it ceased to lie with Sarah aftor the manner 
of women. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, 
After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old 
also? And the Lokd said unto Abrsiliam, Wherefore did Sarah 
laugh, saying. Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old 7 
la any thing too hard for tlie Loud 1 At the time appointed I 
will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah 
shall liave a son. Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not ; 
for she was afraid. 



The D«atnietion of the Citiei of the Plain. — T/n: Dfnd Sea rxiitcd lo«(i 
Ixfdit titt rtjmtfd liint of Abioluim — havintf bren diu to a tialutut rtHi- 
rti/imm. Munovfi' this vnrralivt must Aiiiv Ixfn irritirn ttimut 1,000 
irrtim nftrr thr (Ttiili Hint it ilfirnt'ru. Su that the jinJtnhl^ miijxtsHiint it 
(hat U it mMinif mart nvr less Uiai* a Ut/emt " intrmitd to aovuiU/or lh€ 



«0 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [oEHESig 



Sodom and 
Gomorrah 

XVIII. 19-33; 
XIX. 14-29 



L 



detotaU and drkken nppraraitcc of jmrU uf thf nhortJt of tht Dfod Smi" 
{Drietr). At the mtme time it in jtut powibU Uuil. U imty be vagudy 
hiitorieal, r^trring to some recorded eniplion <ff {xtrvUum, ducjfcrhapi to 
an earthquake^ 

AND the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom : 
and Abraham went with them to hrinjj thi-in on the way. And 
the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do ; seeing that Abraham shall 
surely become a great and mighty nation, and all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him 1 
For I know him, that he will command hix 
children and Iiis household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment ; that the JjOkd 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is great, and because their sin is very grievous ; 1 M'ill go down 
now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the 
cry of it, which is come unto me ; and if not., I will know. And 
the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom : 
but Abraham stood yet before the Lord. 

And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked 1 Peradventure there be fifty 
righteous within the citj' : wilt thou also destroy and not spare 
the place for the fifty rigiiteou.'* that are therein ? That be far 
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteou.s with the 
wicked : and that tlio righteouH «liould be as the wickwl, that 
be far from thee ; shall not tlw Juilge of all the earth do right t 
And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare ail the place fur their sakes. And 
Abraham answered and said, Beliold now, I have token upon 
me to speak unto the Jjord, which am but dust and ashes : 
peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous : wilt 
thou destroy all the city for !ark o/fivel And he .said, If I find 
there forty and five, T will not destroy it. And lui spake unto 
him yet again, and said, Peradventure there sliall he forty found 
there. And he said, 1 will not do it for forty's sake. And ho 
said unto hinu. Oh let not the Ixtrd be angry, and I will speak : 
peradventure there shall thirty l^e found thei-e. And he said, I 
will not do il, if I find thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I 
have taken upon me to speak unto the liOrd : peradventure there 
shall Ijo twenty found there. And ho said, I ivill not destroy 
it for twenty's sake. And he said, Oh let not the Ivord be angry, 
ond I will speak yet but this once : peradventure ten shall bo 
found there. And ho said, I will not destroy il for ten's sake. 

And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing 
with Abraham ; and Abraham returned unto his place. 

And Lot went out, and spake unto his sous iu law, which 
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married his daugbtera, and said, Up, get you out of this place ; 
for the I>ORD will destroy this city. But he seemed ns one that 
mocked unto his sons in law. 

And when the morning arose, then the angela hastened Lot, 
saying, Arise, take thy wife, and tby two daughters, which are 
here ; lest thou be consumed in tlie iniquity of the city. And 
while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the lianil of his two daughters; 
the Lord being merciful unto him : and they brought him forth, 
an<l set him without the city. And it came to pass, when they 
had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Elscape for thy 
life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain ; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be coni^umed. And Lot said 
unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord : behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in tby sight, and thou hast magnified thy 
mercy, which thou hnst shewed unto me in saving my life ; and 
I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and 
I die : behold now, this city ig near to flee unto, and it u a 
little nnc : Oh, let rae escape thither, {In it not a little onol) and 
my soul shall live, And he said unto him, Sec, I have accepted 
thoe concerning this tiling also, that I will not overtlirow this 
city, for the which thou bast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither ; 
for I cannot do any thing till thtm be come thither. Therefore 
tlie name of the city was called Zoar. The sun was risen upon 
the earth when Ix)t entered into Zoar. 

Then the Loru rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brim- 
stone and fire from the Loitu out of heaven ; and be overthrew 
thoee cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife 
looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt^ 

And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place whfire 
he stood before tlie Ix)rd : and he looked towai-d Sodom and 
Gomonah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

..Vnd it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the 
plain, that God romemberetl Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow, when he overtlirew the cities in the 
which Lot dwelt. 



The TcmpUtion of A'bnhuu.-^" Trmf>tntioti," of eowrtt, wnan* "trint"— 
trial (/ Ahraiinin's (ixith. The pitiiU of the ttory—nct fit U* obvioit* nnlcs* 
tec kiu»r the cctmiitiimi oj Ou tirtlians nirrvundinn Iiruel — M to frove th* 
mural mtim-iorUij o/ .Ithreh'.i rflifimi. J/any <y Ou ftnfU* of aniupiily 
(cf. the I 'ttrthiiijin uKu'i Merifiivtl li ii iii'iM fiw.i to awrt ealaw Hies. Cerlainltj 
IM trihr-i in t Viwi/in ilui, «>«/ (/u; riLflujii rrejil into Itriut, ejpeeiall]/ untUr 
Aha* aiui Afanwueh in Jmhtk (2 King! zri. S, xxi. 6, etc.), in tfitt of 
Ut b«imp exprevl)/ /orhirtden (</. Micah ^-i. 7, «(<■.). Jakv*h did not ttxutt 
AiMiM* Mur^ctt : he only dtmaadtd lurrsmUr </ >rili frvm, Abm^m, 
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The Tempt- 
ation of 
Abraham 
xxil. i-ia 



22 AND it came to pass after these thiags, that God did tempt ' 
Abraham, and said unto liim, Abraliani : and he said, Behold, 
here I am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine, 
only mn Isaac, whom thou lovcst, and get theel 
into the land of Moriah ; and ofler him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
whicli I will toll thee of. 

And Abraham roue up early in the morning, and saddled his 
a88, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his win, 
and clave the wood for the burnt ofTering, and rose up, and went 
unto the place of which God liad told him. Then on the third 
day AbraJiam lifted up bis eyes, and waw tho place afar off. And 
Abriibam kjiiVI unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ara}i 
ami I and tlie lad will go yonder and worthip, and come again 
to you. jVnd Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and 
laid it upon Isaac his son ; and lie touk the fire in his hand, 
and a knife; and they went both of them together. And Isaac 
spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father : and he 
said, Here am I, my son. And he said. Behold the fire and the 
wood : but where w the Iamb for a burnt offering ? ^Vnd Abra- 
ham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering : so they went both of liiein together. 

And they came to the place which God hud told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wootl in urtler, and 
bound Iswm: his son, and laid )iim on the altar uixjn the wood. 
And Abraliam stretched forth iiiis hand, and took the knife to 
slay his son. And the aiigei of the I>oud called unto him out of 
heaven, and wiid, Abraham, Abraham : and he said. Here am I. 
And he said, Lay not thine hanrl upon ihe lad, neither do tboU 
any thing unto him : for now I know tliat thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from mc. 
And Abraham lifted up lii« eyes, and lotjked, and bchtild Ijebind 
Aim a ram caught in a thicket by his horns : and Abraham went^ 
and took the ram, and offered him up fur a burnt offering in tiic " 
stead of his son. 

And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh : 
as it is said to this day. Id the mount of tho Lord it shall be 
seen. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven 
the second time, and said. By myself have I sworn, saith tho 
LoHD, for because thou host done this thing, and hast not with- 
hcJd thy son, thine only aon: that iu blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the 
heaven, and as tlie sand which ig upon tlic sea shore ; and thy 
seed shall poasess tho gate of his enemies ; and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed 
my voice. 



So Abrab&m returned ontu hia young men, and they rose up 
and went together to Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt at 
Beer-sheba. 



^ 



The Wooing' of Bebekah. — Everything about thia SUtry is idyllie and pietnr- 
e-n/iu-. 11 is atlmirabhj told, its bright literary features showing J. at his 
bau. Xolitx Ihc toudi^ji of eharader in Rtbekah and Loitan., and the ncenie 
V11I114 of Uie incctinij at tht well — quiU an ordinary evtning pietuir. i/f 
EatUrn life — and the »ub$»qHent mettiug with laaae. Its simplieiti/ is 
the chiff secret of its gmpMe skill, and tk» mtire aibimce e/ seiUiment and 
what ice should cxtU romanet. 



The Woolngr 
of Rebekah 

XXIV. 1-B7 



24 AND Abraham was old, and well stricken in age : and 

the Louu had blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham 

said unto his eldest servant of his house, that 

niled over all that he had. Put, I pray thee, thy 

hand under my thigh : and I will make theo 

swear by the Lobd, the God of heaven, and the 

God of the earth, tliat thou shalt not take a wife onto my son of 

the daughters of the Canaanitea, among whom I dwell : but thou 

shalt go unto my country, and to my., kindred, and take a wife 

unto my son Isaac. 

And the servant said unto him, Peradventuro the woman will 
not be willing to follow me unto this land : must I needs bring 
thy son again unto the land from whence thou earnest ? 

And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring 
not my son thither again. The Lord God of heaven, which took 
mo from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, 
and which spake unto roe, and that sware unto me, saying. Unto 
tliy seed will I give this laud ; he sliall send his angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. And 
if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt 
be clear from thia my oatii : only bring not my son thither again. 
And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abroliam his 
master, and sware to him concerning that matter. 

And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, 
and depart«d - for all the goods of his muster wi^e in his hand : 
and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 
And he made liis camels to kneel down without the city by a well 
of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go 
out to draw tenter. And he said, O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this chiy, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham. Beliold, I stand /urre by the 
well of water ; and the daughters of the men of the city come out 
to draw water : and let it come to pass, that the daiusel to whom 
I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, tliat I may drink ; 
and she shall say. Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also : 
let tlk* mime be she ^t^ thuu hast appointed for thy servant Isaac ; 
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and thereby shall I know that thou bast shewed kiadneas unto 
my master, 

And it came to pass, before )ic bad done speaking, that, behold, 
Bebekah came out^ who was bom to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the 
wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 
shoulder. And the damsel rcas very fair to look upoD, a virgin, 
neither had any man known her : and she went down to the well, 
and filled her pitcher, and came up. ^\jid the servant ran to 
meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thcc, drink a little water of 
thy pitcher. And she waid, Drink, my lord : and ghe hasted, and 
let down her pitcher upon her hand, and giive him drink. And 
when she had done giving him drink, hIk' said, I will draw u-ater 
for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. And she 
hafited, and emptied iier pitcher into the trough, and ran again 
unto the well to draw uniler, and drew for all his camels. And 
the man wondering at her held hi.s peace, to wit whether the 
IjORD had made his journey prosperous or not. And it came to 
pastj, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden 
earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelet^i for her hands 
of t«n shekels weight of gold ; and said. Whose daughter art 
thou ? tell me, I pray thee : ia there room in thy father's 
Iiouae for us to lodge in 7 And she said unto him, I am the 
daughter of Botliuel the son of Mileah, which slie bare unto 
Nahor. She .said moreover unto him. Wo have Ixith straw and 
provender enough, and room t<j lodge in. And tho man bowed 
down his head, and worshipped the Lijrd. And he said, Blessed 
i« the IjORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left 
destitute my master of hiH mercy and hi.s truth : I beinff in the 
way, the Loud led mc to tho liouse of my master's brethren. 

And the damsel ran, and told tJiem <'/'her mother's house these 
things. And Rebakah had a brother, and his name tvas Laban : 
and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. And it came 
to pass, wlieu he saw tho earring and bracelets upon his si.ster'a 
hands, antl when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, 
saying, Thus spake the man unto me ; that he camo unto the 
man ; and, Ih-'IioW, he stood by tlm camels at the well. And ha 
said, Come in, thou blessed of the IjOBD ; wherefore standest thou 
without 1 for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 
And the man came into the house ; and he ungirded Ida camels, 
and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash 
his feet, and the men's feet that urre with him. And there wa.s 
set meeU before him to eJit : but he said, I will not eat, until I 
jiave told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. 

And he said, I am Abraham's servant. And the Lokd hath 
blessed my master greatly ; and he ia become great : and he hath 
given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and mensersants, 
and maidservants, and camels, and asses. And 8arah my master's 
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wife bare a son to my master when she was old : and unto hira 
hath he given all that he hath. And my master made mo swear, 
saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of 
the Canaanitea, in whose land T dwell : but thou shalt go unto 
my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my 
son. 7\jid I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will 
not follow me. And he said unto me, The Lord, before whom 
I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way ; and 
thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my 
father's house : then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when 
thou comestto my kindred ; and if they give not thee one, thou 
shalt be clear from my oath. And I came this day unto the well, 
and said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do 
prosper my way which I go ; behold, I stand by the well of 
water ; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh 
forth to draw rooter, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water of thy pitcher to drink ; and she say to me. Both 
drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels : let the same be 
the woman whom the Lord hath appointed out for my master's 
fwin. And before I had done speaking in mine heart, Ijehold, 
Ilebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder ; and she 
went down unto the well, and drew tcater : and I said unto her, 
Let me drink, I pray thee. And she made haste, and let down 
her pitcher from her g/u/iMer, and said, Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink also : so I drank, and she made the camels drink 
also. And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou ? 
And she said. The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom 
Milcah bare unto him : and I put the earring upon her fac«, 
and the bracelets upon her hands. And I bowed down my 
head, and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lokd God of my 
master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take my 
roaster's brother's daughter unto bis son. And now if ye will 
deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me : and if not, tell 

le ; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left. 

Then Laban and Bethael answered and said, The thing 
proceedeth from the Lord : we cannot speak unto thee bad or 
good. Behold, Rebekah i> before thee, take ker, and go, and let 
her be thy master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken. And 
it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, 
he worshipped the Lord, bowing hinuel/ to the earth. And the 
servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment, and gave thfm to Rebekah : he gave also to her brother 
and to her mother precious things. 

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that u>ere with 
him, and tarried all night ; and they rose up in the morning, and 
said, Send me away unto my master. And her brother and 

r mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the 
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least ten ; after that she shall go. And be said unto them. 
Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath proapered my way ; send 
me away that I may go to my master. And they said, We will 
call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. And they caUed 
Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man 1 And 
she said, T will go. And they sw^nt away Rebukuli their sister, 
and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, lye thou 
the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess tbe 
gate of those which hate them. 

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and tliey rode upon the 
camels, and followed the man : and the servant took Robekab, 
and went his way. And laaac came from the way of the well 
Lahai-roi ; for he dwelt in the south country. And Isaac went 
out to meditate in the field at the eventide : and be lifted up hia 
eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels wcra coming. And 
Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she 
lighted off the camel. For she had said unto the servant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us ? And the 
servant had said. It is my master : therefore^ .she took a vail, and 
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all things that he 
had done. And Lsaac brought her into liLs mother Sarah's tent, 
and took Rebekah, and she l>ecame his wife ; and ha loved her : 
and Isaac waa comforted after his mother's death. 



Eisn and Jacob- — Another picturesque story, alto due in iU main features to 
J. Observe that the writer's tympaihiss appear to be with Jacob. The 
reaxjng are obvious : 

(1) The Israelite historian teould rttjoiee ihtU his ancestor had got the 
better of the aneestor of£dom, 

(2) His tuhcsqueni history proves thai Jaeob was the better 7nan of the 
two — that he had a soul. 

(3) The Israelites in the Old Tetlatnent are not always very scrupulous 
aiout truth, e. g. Abraham's deviee (twice repealed) that Sarah was not his 
wife but his sister. 

(4) At the tanie tiiM U must b« remembered that Jacob is punished, and 
heatfily punished. 

(5) Lastly, Jacob' t transfornuUion qf character dates from his wrestling 
wit/i the angel at Penuel (xxxii. 24 etfoU.). 

Edom yeas the mauntainoius country betioeen the Dead Sea and the Ou^ tf 
Akaba, 

Edom revolted from Judah under Jehoram, 849 a. a (2 Elnga viiL 
20-22). 

Jacob and Esau are, in their struggles for ntpremaey, mure than the 
twin sons of Isaac: they impersonate two nations — the Israelites and 
Edomiies. 

So, too, Jacob and Laban repreasTU the Israelites and Aramccans. 

27 AND it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and hia 
eyes were dim, so that he could not see, be called Esau hia eldest 
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son, and said unto him, My son : and he said unto hiin, Behold, 

here am I. And he eaid, Behold now, I am old, 

I know not the day of my death : now therefore Esau and 

take, I pray thw, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy y v yi 

bow, and go out to the fiold, and take me so7n« 

veni»on ; and make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring 

it to me, that I may eat ; that my soul may bless thee before I 

die. 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau lib? son. And 
Esau went to the field to hunt /or venison, and to bring it. 
And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I licard 
thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying. Bring mo 
venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bleas 
thee before the Lord before my death. Now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice according to that which I command thee. Go 
now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the 
goats ; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father such 
aa he loveth : and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may 
eat, and that he may bless theo l^efore his death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah liis mother, Behold, Esau my 
brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man : my father 
peradventuro will feel me, and I shall soem to him as a deceiver ; 
and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. And his 
mother said unto him. Upon me b« thy curse, my son : only 
obey my voice, and go fetch me them. And he went, and 
fetched, and brought thtvi to his mother : and hia mother made 
savoury meat, such as his father loved. 

And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, 
which icere with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her 
younger son : and she put the skins of the kids cf the goats 
upon his hands, and upon tiie smooth of his neck ; and she gave 
the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into 
the hand of her son Jacob. 

And he came unto his father, and said. My father : and he said. 
Here am I ; who art thou, my son ? And Jacob said unto his 
father, I am Esau thy firstborn ; I have done according as thou 
badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy 
soul nmy bless me. And Isaac said unto his son. How U it that 
thou hast found it so quickly, my son 1 And he said, Because the 
LoBD thy God brought it to me. And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come 
□ear, I pray theo, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be 
my very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac his 
father ; and he felt him, and said. The voice is Jacob's voice, 
bat the hands are the hands of Esau. And be discerned him 
not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands : 
BO he blessed him. And he said. Art thou my very son Esau ? 
And he said, I am. And be said, Bring it near to me, and I 
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will eat of my son's venison, that 



tny 



soul 



may 



bless thee. And 



he brought it near to him, and he did eat : and be brought him 
wine, and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto him, Come 
near now, and kiss me, my son. And be came near, and kissed 
htm : and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, 
and .said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a (ield which 
the Lord hath ble.ssed : therefore God give thee of the dew of 
heaven, and the fatness of the eartf), and plenty of corn and 
wine : lot people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee : be 
lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to 
thee : curseil he every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had mfido an end of 
blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the 
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from 
his hunting. And ho also had made *ivoury meat, and brought 
it unto his father, and said unto his fatiier, Let my father arise, 
and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me. And 
Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou 1 And he said, I am 
thy son, thy firstbtini Esau. And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, 
and said, Who ? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought 
it me, and I have eaten of all before thoii earnest, and have blessed 
him T yea, atid he shall be blessed. And when Esau heard the 
words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter 
cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, ei'CTi me also, O my 
father, And he said, Thy brother came witli aubtilty, and hath 
taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is not he rightly named 
Jacob 1 for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took 
away my birthright ; and, behold, now he hath taken away my 
blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for 
mel 

And Isaac answered and said unto E-jau, Behold, I have made 
liim thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for 
servants ; and with com and wine have I sustained him : and 
what shall I do now unto thee, my son 1 

And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, 
my father 1 bless me, etvn me also, my father. And Eaau 
lifted up his voice, and wept. 

And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, 
thy dwelling shall be tlve fatness of the earth, and of the 
dew of heaven from above ; and by thy sword slialt thou 
live, and shall serve thy brother ; and it shall come to pa^s 
when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his 
yoke from off thy neck. 
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Jaoob'i Ladder, — The narralive it mmnly due to E. explaining how Bethel 
came to be a tamcUMry. 

Stotui wan often regarded at taered. Cf. th* Celtic "nunAir." The 
tacrtd pillari among Ikt Htbraot were called " Meutebah." 

28 AND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward 
llaran. And he lighte«l upon a certain place, and tarried there 
all niglit^ because the sun wa.s set ; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put them/w his Jacob's Ladder 
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep, vyviit in o-, 
And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on ' * 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven ; and liehoW the 
angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the 
LoHD stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac : the land whereon thou liost, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed ; and thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the eartli, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the 
eAst, and to the north, and to the south : and in thee and in thy 
seed shall alt the families of tlie earth be blessed. And, behold, I 
nm with thee, ami will kc«<p tlioe in a\\ jifnces whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land ; for I will not leave thee, 
until I have done t/uit which I have spoken to thee of. 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
IjOrd is in this place ; and I knew it not. And lie was afraid, 
and said, How dreadful is this place I this i« none other but the 
house of God, and this w the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the atone 
tliat he had put _/br his pillows, and set it np/or a pillar, and 
poured oil upon the top of it. And he called the name of that 
place Both-el : but the name of that city was ctUUd Luz at the 
first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, 
and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give ine bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I ct>me again to my father's 
house in peace ; then shall the Loud be my God : and this stone 
which I have set /or a pillar, shall be God's house : and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto theo. 



LmJi and 'BMhtl.—Probahly eomttfrwn Jakrialie icmreei. Ob$erve that Jaeob 
it kim»cl/ orrr-Tearheil n(fw, jiiM lu hf had over-rtaehed hit brother. 

Lcah't eyet are "tmdrT, in other teardt they are icenk, nU like the 
largt, luatrout, gaadU-tiht eytt, teMcA EouUnu love. 

Bridti an broufflU lo tkiir kiuUmdi veiied. 

29 THEN Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land 
of the people of the east. And he looked, and behold a well in 
the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it ; 
for out of that well they watered the flocks : and a great stone 
waa upon the well's mouth. And thither were all the flocks 



70 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [r.BXKSis 



Leah and 
Rachel 

XXIX. 1-30 



1 they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and 
watered the sheep, and put Uie atone again 
upon the well's mouth in his place. And .lacob 
said unto them, My brethren, whence be yeT 
And tliey said, Of Haran are we. And he said 
unto them, Know yo Luban tlie son of Nahor? And they said, 
We know h im. And he said unto them, h he well 1 And they 
said, Ife is well : and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with 
the sheep. And he said, Lo, il w yet higli day, neither is it 
time that the cattle should be gathered together : water ye the 
sheep, and go and feed thein. And they said, We cannot, until 
all the flocka be gathered together, and till tliey roll the atone 
from the well's mouth ; then wo water the sheep. 

And white he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her 
father's sheep : for she kept them. And it came to pass, when 
Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Ijiban his mother's brother, 
and the sheep of Lalmn his mother's brother, that Jacob went 
near, anrl itjlled the Htone from the well'.s mouth, and watered 
the fiock of I.Abftn hh niother'a brother. And Jacob kissed 
Rachel, and lifted up h^s voice, and wept. And Jacob told 
Rachel that ho «Jrt-« her father's brother, and that he umu 
Reliokah's Mon : and she ran and tciid her father. And it came 
to pnaa, when Laban heai-d the tidings of Jacob Ins sister's son, 
that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kis.sed him, and 
brought him to his house, And he told Laban all these thinga. 
And Lubtm .said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. 
And he abode with him the space of a month. 

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? toll me, what 
nJuili thy wages be? And Laban hiid two daughters : the name 
of the elder teas Leah, and the name of the younger ivas Rachel. 
Leah was tender eyed ; but Kacliel was beautiful and well 
favoured. And Jacob loved Rachel ; and said, I will serve theo 
seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. And Laban said, 
Il is better thdt I give her to thee, than that I should give her 
to another man : abide with me. And Jacob served seven years 
for Rachel ; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the 
love he had to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, Givo me my wife, for my days 
are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. And I^aban gathered 
together all the men of the place, and made a feast. And it 
came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and 
brought her to him ; and he went in unto her. And Laban 
gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid y'cw an handmaid. 
And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it tww Ijcah : 
and he said to Laban, What is this thou bast done unto mel did 
not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou 
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beguiled me 1 And LaLan said. It must not be so done in our 
country, to give the younger before the firstWrn. Fulfil her 
week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thoQ 
shalt serve with mo yet seven other years. And Jacob did so 
and fulfilled her week : and be gave him Rachel his daugliter to 
wife also. And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter BiUiali his 
handmaid to be her maid. And ho went in also unto Rachel, 
and he loved also liachel more than Leah, and served with him 
yet seven other years. 



Jacob and 
Esau 

XXXII.— 

XXXIII. 17 



The Wreitling. — Evidently a turti*ng poini in Jaedb's earetr. Htitno l<mger 
Jacob, the Suppianier, but Jtrael, t\e Strittr, or the Penewrer with Ocd. 
He heemnea a put and Ood-/earing I$ratlitt, 

The Isradlte etutom of lut ttttiitg tht sinew of the hip, i.t. the aeiatie 
muiele {not mentiimed eUeiehert in the Old TeMiimeiU), ia "expluin.«d" 
by this atory. The mmrce it probably J. 

32 AND Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met 
him. And when Jacob saw them, he said. This i« God's host : 
and he called the name of that place Mahanatm. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother 
imto tho land of Seir, the country of Edom. And he 
commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak jjeetln? of 
unto my lord Esau ; Thy servant Jacob saith 
thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 
there until now : and I have oxen, and asses, 
Hocks, and meuservants, and womenservants : and 
I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to 
thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four 
hundred men with him. 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distreeaed : and he divided 
tho people that uixs with him, and the {locks, and herds, and the 
camels, into two bands ; and said, If Esau come to the one 
company, and smite it, then the other company which is left 
shall escape. 

And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my 
father Isaac, the Loud wliich saidst unto me, licturn unto thy 
country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee : I 
MD not worthy of tho least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou host shewed unto thy servant; for with my 
staff I passed over this Jordan ; and now I am become two 
bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 
from tho hand of Esau : for I fear him, lest he will come and 
smite mo, and the mother with the children. And thou saidst, 
I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be numliered for multitude. 
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And he lodged there that same night ; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau his brother ; two hundred 
she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty 
rams, thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten 
bulla, twenty she asses, and ten foals. And he delivered tKem 
into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves ; and 
said unto his servants. Pass over before me, and put a space 
betwixt drove and drove. And he commanded the foremost^ 
saying, When Esau my brother meoteth thee, and aaketli thee, 
saying. Whose art thou 1 and whither goest thou 1 and whose are 
these before thee? then thou shalt say, Tkey be thy servant 
Jacob's ; it w a present sent unto my lord Esau : and, behold, 
also he is behind us. And so oommandc<l he the second, and 
the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him. And 
say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For 
he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth Ijefore 
me, and afterward I will see his face ; peradventure be will 
accept of me. 

So went the present over before him : and himself lodged that 
night in the company. And he rose up that night, and took his 
two wives, and his two womenservanta, and his eleven sons, and 
passed over the ford Jabbok. And he took them, and sent thera 
over the brook, and sent over that he had. 

And Jacob was left alone ; and there wrestled a man with him 

until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he 

prevailed not again.st him, he touched the hollow 

Jacob Qf jjjg thigh ; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh 

^the Angel ^^ **"* ^^ joint, as he wrestled with him. And 

he said. Let me go, for the day breaketli. And 

he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bleaa mo. And he 

said unto hiia. What i* thy name! And he said, Jacob. And 

he said. Thy naino shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel : for 

as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast 

prevailed. And Jacob asked Ai»», and said, Tell me, I pray thee, 

thy name. And ho said. Wherefore is it thai tliou dost ask after 

my namel And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the 

name of the place Peniel : for I have seen God face to face, and 

my life is preserved. 

And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and ha 
halt«l upon his thigh. Tlierefore the children of Israel eat not 
of' the sinew which shrank, which -is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

33 AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
Esau came and with him four hundred men. And he divided 
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the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two 
handnaaidB. And he put the handmaids and their children 
foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and 
Joseph hindermost. And he passed over before them, and bowed 
himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his 
brother. And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him : and they wept. And he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw the women and the children ; and said, 
Who are those with theel And he said, The children which 
God hath graciously given thy servant. Tlien the handmaidens 
came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. 
And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed them- 
selves : and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they 
bowed themselves. 

And he said, What meanut thou by all this drove which I 
metl And he said. These are to find grace in the sight of my 
lord. And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that 
thou hast unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if 
now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at 
my hand : for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had 
seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. Take, I 
pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee ; because God 
hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And 
he urged him, and he took t^ 

And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thoe. And he said unto liim. My lord knoweth that 
the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are 
with me : and if men should overdrive them one day, all the 
flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his 
servant : and I will Icjul on softly, according as the cattle that 
gueth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come 
unto my lord unto Seir. And Esau said, Let me now leave with 
thee some of the folk that are with mo. And he said, What 
needeth itf let me find grace in the sight of my lord. 

80 Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir, And Jacob 
journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths 
for his cattle : therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. 



The Story'of Joceph. — Th* Hur(f nf Jcteph u almcit a drmna, for il fH}svi*e$ 

ir/uit AriMotli: ritllni -rtptTirtia iir Jlextmtl t^ /orluna, anH iamyvuftait 
or liccvftiUiun. BiU U u Uio xirnjilf I'u eiamer and style to be reiiliy called 
a drtimii, irhich i* much mort arlifidal in amttruction. 

The ttiiry ipo* prohnU}/ told in tWQ different verncmt — Qtu in Kp/i nnm, thf other 
IN JwUih, and tin two wriioM B. and J. ntptelivtly \otre inteneoven in 
the proKni/orm by a prittU\/ rtdaelor, 

" n* ftxU o/many cotunirt" Upnipcrly a tunie rtarhinif to the hands and/sit, 
a* Ofpitstd to th* ordinUTy tunic, vfiieh i» alecreleM tmd rMthed only 



to the knect. — W'um i% David' t time by royal priruxsae*, (y. 2 8»m. 
ziii. 18. 
Tlu ttoiy of Joteph and PoCiphar'a wife w liikf an Egyptian ronunet, "Tht 
TaU of the Two Broihtri," preserved in the D'Orbinry Papyrtt*. S*t 
Petrie, Bgypt TaU» (1895). [Driver, p. 83«.] 

37 JOSEPH, being soveuteen years old, was feeding the flock 

with hiq brethren ; and the lad ^va» with the sons of Bilhah, and 

The Storv with the hods of Zilpah, liia father's wives : and 



of Joseph 

XXXVII. '2-36, 

XXXIX.— 

XLV. 



Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he ukls the son of his old age: and he 
made him a coat of many colours. And when 
his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto 
him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told t^ hia brethren : 
and they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them. Hear, 
I pray you, this dream whioli I have dreamed : for, behold, we 
totrt binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and 
also st<K>d upright ; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, 
and made obeisance to my aheaf. And his brethren said to him, 
Shalt thou indeed reign over u.s? or slialt thou indeed have 
dominion over us 1 And tliey lialed him yet the more for hia 
dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed yet another dream, 
and told it his brethren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a dream 
more ; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, and to his 
brethren : and his father rebuktHJ him, and said unto him, What 
is this dream that thou ha.^t dreamed f Shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren indeed como to lx)w down ourselves to thee to 
the earth 1 And his brethren envied him ; but his father observed 
the saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock 
in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he 
said to him, Here am /. And he said to hiai, Go, I pray thee, see 
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; 
and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of 
Hebron, and he carao to Shechom. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, lie xvas wandering 
in the field : and the man askod him, saying, What seekeat thou ? 
And he said, T seek my brethren ; tell me, I pray thee, where they 
feed their flocks. And the man said. They are departed hence; 
for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went 
after hia brethren, and found them in Ifethan. And when they 
saw him afar off, even before be caaie near unto them, thoy con- 
spired against him to slay him. And they said one to another, 
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Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us 
slay him, and cast bim into some pit, and we will say, Some evil 
beast hath devoured him : and wc shall see what wiU become of his 
dreams. And Reuben beard it, and he delivered him out of their 
hands ; and said, Let us not kill him. And Reuben said unto 
them, Shed no blood, but cast bim into this pit that is in the 
wilderness, and lay no hand upon him ; that he might rid him 
out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
that they stript Jtweph out of his coat, his coat of many colours 
that toas on him ; and they took him, and cast him into a pit : and 
the pit wa» empty, there was no water in it. And they sat down 
to eat bread : and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, 
a company of Isliraeelit'es came from Gilead with their camels 
bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to 
Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren. What profit is it if 
we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? Come, and let us sell 
him to the Ishineelites. and let not our hand Ijo upon l>im ; for he 
w our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content. 
Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen ; and tliey drew 
and lift«d up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the 
Ishineelites for twenty pieces of silver ; and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold, Joseph teas 
not in the pit ; and he rent his clothes. And he returned unto 
his brethren, and said, The child is not ; and T, whither shall I 
gol 

And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and 
dipped the coat in the blood ; and they sent the coat of many 
colours, and they brought it to their father ; and said, This have 
wo found : know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. And he 
knew it^ and said, It is my son's coat ; an evil beast hath devoured 
him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent 
his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his 
son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters rose up 
to comfort iiim ; but ho refused to be comforted ; and he said, 
For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Tlius 
his father wept for him. 

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh's, a^id captain of the guard. 

30 (J.) AND Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and [(R.) 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard], (J.) an 
Eg^'ptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had 
brought him down thither. And the Lono was with Joseph, and he 
was a prosperous man ; and he was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian. And bis master saw that tike Lokd was with lum, and 
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that the Lord made all that be did to prosper in hia hand. And 
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him : and he made 
him overseer over his house, and all that he liad he put into his 
hand. And it came to pass from the time that lie had made him 
ovei-seer in hia house, and over all that he had, that the LoKO 
blessed the Egyptian's house for Josepli's sake ; and the blesaing 
of the LoKU wa8 upon all that he had in tlie house, and in the 
field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he 
knew not ought lie had, save the bread which ho did eat. And 
Joseph was u goodly ]>ersoH, and well favoured. 

And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife 
cast her eyes upon Joseph ; and she said, Lie with me. But ho 
refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behohl, my miiater wot- 
teth nub what is with me in the house, and he liath committed all 
that ho Iiath to my hand ; (here is none greater in this house than 
I ; neither hath lie kept back any thing from me but thee, 
because thou art hia wife ; how then can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God } And it came to pass, as she spake to 
Jaseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, 
or to lie with her. 

And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the 
house to do his busines.^ ; and there wot none of the men of tho 
house there within. And she caught him by hia garment, saying. 
Lie with me : and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and 
got him out. And it come to pass, when she saw that he had 
left his gartuent in her hand, and wa.s fled forth, that she called 
nnto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he 
hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us j he came in unto 
me to lie with mo, and I cried with a loud voice : and it came to 
pa-s-s, when he heard that I lif t«<l np my voice and cried, that ho 
left bis garment with me, and fled, and gut him out. And she 
laid up his garment by her, until his lord came liome. And she 
spake unto liim according to the-se words, saying, The Hebrew 
servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to 
mock mo ; and it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, 
that ho left his garment with me, and Hcd uut. And it came to 
pass, when his muster hear»l the words of liia wife, which she 
spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant tome; 
that his wrath was kindled. And Joseph's maater took him, and 
put bim into the prison [(R.) a place where the king's prisoners 
ivere bound :] and ho was there in the prison. 

XorE. — Chaps. 89 and 40 are marked iu accord&nce with tUeir probable 
soureei in 

J. Jahriatic writer. 
£. Eloltisttc writer. 
R. KedacUr or later editor, who osaimilatea the two. 

Se« Introtluetory Elasay on "Composite Structure of the Bible," p. 12 H/oU. 



(J.) Bttt the LoHD was with Joseph, and shewed him morcy, 
and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
And the keeper of the prison committed to Jost>ph's hand all tho 
prLsoners that tvere in the prison ; and whatsoever they did there, 
he was the doer o/it. The keeper of the prison looked not to any 
thing that teas under his hand ; because the Lord was with him, 
and that which he did, the Lobd made it to prosper. 

40 (E.) AND it came to pass after these things, that the butler 
of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lui-d tho king 
of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against two o/ his otBcers, 
against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the 
bakers. And he put them in ward in the house of the captain 
of the guard [(R.) into tho prison, the place where Joseph was 
bound]. (E.) And the captain of the guai-d cliarge<l Joseph 
with them, and he served them : and they continued a season 
in ward. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream 
in one night, each man according lut the interpretation of his 
dream, [(R.) the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which 
were bound in the prison]. (E.) And Joseph came in unto them 
in the moniing, and looked upon them, and, behold, they tvere 
sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers that toere with him in the 
ward of his lord's house, .saying, Wherefore look ye «> sadly to 
day? And they said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, and 
lh«re it no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them. Do not 
interpretations belong to God f tell me them, I pray you. 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, 
In my dream, behold, a vine toaa before me ; and in the vine 
toere three branches : and it toot as though it budded, and her 
blossoms shot forth ; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes : and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand : and I took the 
grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup 
into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto him, This is the 
interpretation of it : The three branches are three days : yet 
within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore 
thee onto thy place ; and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into 
his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 
But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew 
kindness, I pray thee, unto mo, and make mention of me unto 
Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house : for indeed I was stolen 
away out of the land of the Hebrews: [(R.) and here also have 
I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon]. 

(E.) When the chief baker saw that the intorpretation was 
good, he said unto Joseph, I also teas in my dream, and, behold, / 
had three white baskets on my head : and in the uppermost basket 
there was of all manner of bakemcats for Pharaoh ; and the birds 
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did eat them out of the basket upon my head. And Joneph 
answered and said, This i« tho interpretation thereof : The 
three baskets are three days : yet within three days shall 
Pharaoli lift up thy head from ufif thoo, and shall hang tlieo oa 
a tree ; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. 

And it came t« pass tho third day, which vxis Pharaoh's birth- 
day, that he made a feast unto all his servants : and he lifted 
up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his 
servants. And he restoi-cd the chief butler unto his butlorship^ 
again ; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand : but he hanged 
the chief baker : as Joseph hjid intt-rpreted to them. Yet did 
not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

41 AND it came to pass at the end of two full yeai-s, that Pha,- 
rauli dreamed ; and, behold, he stood by the river. And, behold, 
there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fat- 
fleshed ; and they fed in a mea<low. Ami, behoUl, seven other 
kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and lean- 
fleshed ; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. 
And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven 
well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept 
and dreamed the second time : and, behold, seven ears of com 
came up upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven 
thin ears and bla'^ted with the east wind sprung up after thera. 
And the seven thin ears devoured tho seven rank and full ears. 
And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it, was a dream. 

And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled ; 
and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the 
■wise men thereof : and Pharaoh told them his dream ; but there 
UHis none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remem- 
ber my faults this day : Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, 
and put me in ward in the captain of tlie j^uard's house, both mo 
and the chief baker; and we dreamed a dream in one nighty I 
and he ; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of 
hia dream. And there tvaa there with iw a young man, an 
Hebrew, servant to the captain of tlie guard ; and we told him, 
and he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man according to 
his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass, as he inter- 
preted to ua, so it was ; me he restored unto mine otfice, and him 
he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him 
hastily out of the dungeon : and he shaved himse!/, and changed 
hia raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
interpret it : an<J I have heard say of thee, (hat thou canst 
understand a dream to interpret it. 



And Joseph answered Phanvoh, saying, It is not in me : God 
shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 

And Phoi-aoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood 
npon the bank of the river : and, behold, there came up out of 
the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured ; and they fed 
in a meadow : and, bcliold, seven other kine came up after them, 
poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw 
in all the land of Egj'pt for badness : and the lean and the ill 
favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine ; and wiien they 
had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten 
them ; but they wwe still ill favoiire<l, as at the beginning. So 
I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven cars came 
up in one stalk, full and good ; and, behold, seven oat's, wjtliered, 
thin, and bla«t«d with the east wind, sprung up after them : and 
the thin ears devoured the seven good ears : and I told thig unto 
the magicians ; but there wag none that could declare it to me. 

An(J Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh ig on© ; 
God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven 
good kine are seven years ; and the seven good ears are seven 
years ; the dream w one. And the seven thin and ill favoured 
kine that came up aft«r them are seven years; and the seven 
empty ears blasted with the oast wind shall be seven years of 
famine. This in the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: 
What God is about to do he shewetb unto Pharaoh. Behold, 
there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of 
Egypt : and there shall arise after them seven years of famine ; 
and all the plenty shall be forgott«n in the land of Egypt ; and 
the famine shall consume the land ; and the plenty shall not be 
known in the land by reason of that famine following ; for it 
shcdl he very grievous. And for that the dreara was doubled 
unto Pharaoh twice ; it is because the thing is established by 
God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Now therefore let 
Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set hira over the 
land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do thU, and let him appoint officers 
over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in 
the seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of 
those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. And that food 
shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, 
which shall be in the land of Egypt j that the land perish not 
through the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the 
eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto his servants, 
Oin we find gneh a one as this t«, a man in whom the Spirit of 
God it t And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath 
shewed thee all this, there ig none so discreet and wise as thou 
art ; thou shaJt be over my house, and according unto thy word 
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shall aU my people bo ruled : only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. And Pharaoh aaid unto Joseph, See, I have net thee 
over all the land of Egypt, And Pharaoh to<jk off his ring from 
his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; and 
lie made him to rirlo in the Hecond chariot wliich he had ; and 
they cried before him, Bow the knoe ; and he made him niJ.er 
over all the lantl of Egj'pt. And Pharaoh said unto Jofieph, I 
am Pharaoh, and without theo shall no man lift up his hand or 
foot in all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph's 
name Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife Asenath the 
daughter of Poti pherali priest of On. 

And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. And Joseph 
uxu thirty years old whoa he stood Ix-fore Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. And Joseph went out from the pre.sence of Pharaoh, 
ond went throughout all the land of Egj'pt. 

And in the sevoa plenteous j'oars the earth brought forth by 
h&ndfuls. And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, 
which wei-e iu the land of Egypt, and laitl up the food in the 
cities ; the food of the field > which tvas round about every city, 
laid he up in the same. ^Vnd Joseph gathered corn as the sand 
of the sea, very much, until he left numbering ; for it was with- 
out number. 

And unto Joseph were bom two sons before the years of 
famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest 
of On bare unto him. And Joseph called the name of the firsfc- 
born Manas.sch : For God, said he, hath made me forget all uiy toil, 
and all my father's house. And the name of the second called he 
Ephraim : For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of 
my affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in tlie land of 
Egypt, were ended. And the seven years of dearth began to 
come, according a.t Josepli had said : and the dearth was in all 
lands ; but iu all the land of Egypt there was breiul. And when 
all the laud of Egypt was famished, the pe<ipte cried to Phara<.)h 
for bread : and Pharaoh .said unto all tho Egyptians, Go unto 
Joseph ; what ho saith to you, do. And tho famine was over all 
the isA'a of the earth : atid Joseph opened all tho storehouaoa, 
and sold unto the Egyptians 5 and the famine waxed sore in the 
land of Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for 
to buy corn ; because that the famine waa so sore in all lands. 

42 NOW when Jacob saw that there was com in Egj'pt, Jacob 
said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? And he 
said, Behold, I have heard that there ia corn in Egypt: get you 
down thither, and buy for us from thence ; that we may live, and 
not die. And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in 
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Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with 
his brethren ; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 

And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came : 
for the famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph teas the 
governor over the land, and he it tone that sold to all the people of 
the land : and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down them- 
selves before him with their faces to the earth. And Joseph saw 
his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto 
them, and spake roughly unto them ; and he said unto thorn, 
Wlience come ye T And they said. From the land of Canaan to buy 
food. And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. And 
Joseph remembered the di-eams which he dreamed of them, and said 
unto them, Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land ye are 
come. And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are 
thy servants come. We are all one man's sons ; we are true men, 
thy servants are no spies. And he said unto them, Nay, but to 
see the nakedness of the land ye are come. And they said, Thy 
servants are twelve brethren, the sona of one man in the land of 
Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, 
and one is not. And Joseph said unto them. That is it that 
I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies : hereby ye shall be 
proved : by the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, 
except your youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, 
and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, 
that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in 
you : or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he 
put them all together into ward three days. And Joseph said 
unto them the third day, This do, and live ; /or I fear God : if 
ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of 
your prison : go ye, carry com for the famine of your houses : 
but bring your j'oungest brother onto me ; so shall your words 
be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so. 

And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he 
besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress 
ime upon us. And Ileuben answered them, saying, Spako I 
not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child ; and ye 
would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required. 
And they knew not that Jo.seph understood them ; for he spake 
unto them by an interpreter. And ho turned himself about 
from them, and wept ; and returned to them again, and com- 
nmnod with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him 
bef<.>re their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to 
restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them pro- 
vision for the way ; and thus did he unto them. And they 
laded their asses with the com, and departed thence. And aa 
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one of them opened his sack to give hia ass provender in the inn, 
he espied hia money; for, behold, it ica* in liis sack's mouth. 
And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored ; and, lo, 
it is even in my sack : and their heart failed them, and they were 
afraid, saying one to another, What i» this that God hath done 
imto us? 

And they came unto Jacob their Either unto the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them ; saying. The 
man, who in the lord of the land, spake roughly to ua, and took 
us for spies of the country. And we said unto him, We are true 
vien ; we are no spies : wo be twelve brethren, sons of our father ; 
one is not, and the youngest w this day with our father in the 
land of Canaan. And the man, the lord of the country, said 
unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men ; leave one of 
your brethren A«ra with me, and take food for the famine of 
your households, and Ijo gone : and bring your youngest brotlier 
imto me : then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye 
are true me)i : so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall 
traihck in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, 
every man's bundle of money was in his sack : and when bolJi 
they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 
And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereave«J of 
my children : Jaseph w not, and Simeon in not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away : all theae things are against me. And Reuben 
spake unto hia father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him 
not to thee: deliver him into my liand, and I will bring him to 
thee again. And he said, My son »hn.ll ivt go down with you ; 
for Ilia brother is dead, and bo ia |eft "Jone : if mischief befall 
him by the way in which ye go, then shall ye bring down my 
gray hairs witli sorrow to the grave. 

43 AND tlie famine was sore in the land. And it came to 
pass, when they had eaten up the com which they had brought 
out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a 
little food. And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did 
solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except 
your brother be with you. If thou wUt send our brother with 
us, wo will go down and buy thee food : but if thou wilt not send 
him, we will not go down : for the man said unto us, Ye shall 
not see my face, except your brother he with you. 

And Israel said, Wherefcre dealt ye m ill with me, ag to tell 
the man whether ye had yet a brother? iVnd they said, The 
man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kintlred, saying, /« 
your father yet alive 7 have ye another brotlier f and we told jiijn 
according to the tenor of these words : could we certaiidy know 
that he would say, Bring your brother down ! 




And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, 
and we will arise and go ; that we may live, and not die, both we, 
and thou, and also our little ones. I will be surety for him ; of 
my hand shalt thou require him : if I bring him not unto thee, 
and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever: 
for except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this 
second time. 

And their father Israel said unto them, If it mtut be so now, 
do this ; take of the best fruita in the land in your vessels, and 
carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, 
spices, and myrrh, nuts, and ahnonds : and take double money in 
your hand ; and the money that was brought again in the mouth 
of your sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradventuro it «vm 
an oversight : take also your brother, and arise, go again unto 
the man : and God Almighty give you mercy Ijefore the man, 
that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I 
be bereaved o/my children, I am Ixircaved. 

And the men took that present, and they took double money 
in their hand, and Benjamin ; and rose up, and went «lawn to 
Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benja- 
min with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these 
men home, and slay, and make readj' ; for thene men shall dine 
with me at noon. And the man did a.s Joseph bade ; and tiie 
man brought the men into Jcseph's house. And the men were 
afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house ; and tliey 
said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the 
first time are wo brought in ; that he may seek occasion against 
us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our aasea. 
And they came near to the steward of Joseph's Jiouse, and they 
communed with him at the door of the house, and said, O sir, we 
came indeed down at the first time to buy food : and it came to 
pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, 
behold, etwry roan's money t«w in the mouth of his sack, our 
moQey in full weight : and we have brougiit^t again in our hand. 
And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy 
food : we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. And he 
said, Peace be to you, fear not : your God, and the God of your 
father, hath given you treasure in your sacks ; I had your money. 
And ho brought Simeon out unto thorn. 

And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave 
them water, and thoy washed their feet ; and he gave their asaea 
provender. And they made ready tlie present against Joseph 
came at noon : for they heard that they should eat bread there. 

And when Joseph came home, thoy brought him the present 
whicli teas in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves 
to him to the earth. And ho a.skefl them of their welfare, and 
said, I* your father well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is 
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he yet olive 1 And they answered, Tliy servant our father ui in 
good health, he m yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, 
and mode obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw bis 
brother Benjamin, his niotlier's son, and said, 7i» this your 
younger brother, of whom ye spake unto mc ? And he said, 
God be gracious unto thee, my son. And Jo.seph mode haste ; 
for his bowels did yearn upon iiis brother : and he sought whero 
to weep; and he entere<l into Aw chamber, and wept there. 
And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, 
and said, Set on bread. And they set on for him by himself, 
and for them by themsehcs, and for the Egyptian-s, which did 
cat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not 
eat bread with the Hebrews ; for that is an abomination unto 
the Egyptians. And they sat before him, the firstborn according 
to his birthright, and the youngest accoixling to liis youth : and 
the men marvelled one at anotlier. And he took and sent messea 
unto tlicm frvm before him : but Benjiuuin's mess was five times 
so much as any of their's. And they drank, and were merry 
with him. 

44 AND he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill 
the men's sacks wilh food, as much a.H they cau carry, and put 
every man's money in his sack's mouth. And put n>y cup, the 
silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his com money. 
And ho did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. 

As soon as the morning was hght, the men were sent away, 
they and tlieir asses. And when they were gone out of the city, 
and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after 
the men ; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them. 
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good 1 Is not this it in 
whicli my lonJ drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth ? ye 
have done evil in so doing. And he overtook them, an<l he 
spake unto them the.se same words, And they said unto him, 
Wherefore saith m^ lord these words 1 God forbid that thy 
aervantij should do according to this thing : behold, the money, 
which we found in our sacks' mouths, wa brought again unto 
thee out of the hind of Canaan : how then should we steal out 
of thy lord's house silver or gold f With whomsoever of thy 
servuntJH it be found, both let him die, and wc also will be my 
lord 3 bondmen. And he said. Now also hi it he according unto 
your words ; he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and 
ye shall be blamelass. Then Ihey speedily took down every man 
his sack to tlie ground, and opened every man his sack. And he 
searched, and began at the ehlest, and left at tlie youngest : and 
the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, 
uid returned to the city. And Judah and his brethren came 
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to Joseph's house ; for he wxw yet there : and they fell before 
him on the ground. And Joseph said unto them, Wliat deed is 
this that )'e have done t wot ye not that such a man as I can 
certainly divine? And Judah said, What shall we say unto my 
lord? what shall we speak 1 or how shall we clear ourselves? 
(lod hath found out the iniquity of thy servants : Ijehold, wo 
are my lord's servants, both wc, and fu: atso with whom the cup 
is found. And ho said, God forbid that I should do so : but the 
man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall lie my servant; 
and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lonl, let 
thy servant, I pray thee, speiik a xvord in my lotd's ears, and let 
not thine anger burn against thy servant : for thou a7-t even as 
Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying. Have ye a father, 
or a brother T And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an 
o]d man, and a child of his old age, a little one ; and his brother 
is dead and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth 
him. j\jid thou saidst unto thy servants. Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And we said unto my 
lord, The lad cannot leave his father : for »/* he should leave his 
father, hw/aUi'T would die. And thou saidst unto thy servants, 
Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see 
ray face no more. And it camo to pa-ss when we came up unto 
thy 8er\'ant my father, we told him the words of my lord. And 
our father said, Go again, ami buy us a little foml. And we 
said. Wo cannot go down : if our youngest brother be with us, 
then will wc go down : for we may not sec the man's face, except 
our youngest brother b€ with us. And thy servant my father 
said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: and the 
one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces ; 
and I saw him not since : and if ye take this also from me, and 
mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Now therefore when I come to thy servant 
my father, and the lad be not with us ; seeing that his life is 
hound up in the lad's life ; it shall come to pas.s, when he seeth 
that the lad iV not icilh us, that ho will die : and thy servants 
shall bring down the gray hairs of thy serv^ant our father with 
sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became surety for the lad 
unto my father, saying. If I bring him not unto thee, then I 
shall liear the blame to my father for ever. Now therefore, I 
pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to 
my lorfi ; and let the lad go up with his brethren. For how 
shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest 
peradventuro I see the evil that shall come on my father. 

45 THEN Joseph could not refrain himself before all them 
that stood by him; and be cried, Cause every man to go out 
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from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
made himself known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud : 
and the Egyptians and the bouse of Pharaoh heard. And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my father 
yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for thoy 
were troubled at his presence. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray 
you. And they came near. Aufl he said, I am JoNeph your 
brotlier, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore lie not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for God did 
send me before you to preserve life. For these two years futth 
the famine been in the land : and yet there are five years, in the 
which ihere shall neither te earing nor harvest. And Gorl sent 
me before you to prosorvo you a posterity in the earth, and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you 
that sent me hither, but God : and ho liath made me a father 
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all 
the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say 
unto him. Thus siiith thy son Joseph, G<»d hath made me lord of 
all Egypt : como down unto me, tarry not : anfl thou shalt dwell 
in the land of Goshen, and Mum shalt be near unto me, thou, and 
thy children, an<l thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast : and there will I nourish thee j 
for yet there arc five years of famine ; lest thou, and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast, como to poverty. And, behold, your 
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh unto you. Anfl yo shall tell my father of 
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that yo have seen ; and ye shall 
haste and bring down my father hither. 

And be fell upon bin brother Benjamin's neck, and wept j and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover ho kissed all his 
brethren, and wept upon them : and after that his brethren 
talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, 
Joseph's brethren arc corae : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and 
his servants. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy 
brethren. This do yo ; lade j'our boasts, and go, get you unto the 
land of Canaan ; and take your father and your households, and 
come unto mo : and I will give you the good of the land of 
Egypt, and ye shall oat the fat of the land. Now thou art 
commanded, this do ye ; take you wagons out of the land of 
Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your 
fatiier, and come. Also regard not your Htuffj for the good of 
all the land of Egypt t* your's. 

And the children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave 
them provision for the way. To all of them ho gave each man 
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changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hnndred 
pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. And to his father 
he sent after this manner ; ten asses laden with the good things 
of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with com and bread and meat 
for his father by the way. So he sent his brethren away, and 
they departed : and he said unto them, See that ye fall not oat 
by the way. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of 
Canaan unto Jacob their father, and told him, saying, Joseph 
w yet alive, and he ia governor over all the land of Egypt. 
And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. And they 
told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them : 
and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry 
him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived : and Israel said, 
It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : I will go and see him 
before I die. 
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Hoses 

II. 1— IV. 21 



The Ark in the Bnlnuhet. — TTure it no B^jdian paralM /or (he tlory- — 
exce})l a oerti laU oiu of Horui. Th« bat jiaralUl in Uahylonian, Sar^ani, 
the i:inij of Ayadi, traa an n child eommUUd to a baakel of reedt, daubed 
TTiVA bitumen and airrud down a strein/i to hi* dutintd praereer. Morr- 
over the parcntf of Sargitni, iikr tftnae of M<m», are unnameil (tee DfJUiarh, 
'^ Babel and Biblr," Eng. rrrtUm, p. 14). There it nlm> on Indian 
parallel. Surya, the Sun god, vitiU the vutiden Knnli. The child u 
placed in a basket, and coiuriffned tn the river Atva, which bean it to tht 
tUy (ff C'hamba. The child, found by childliAs parent*, Imomna thi gnat 
Kama, the archer [DiUl'a " ilahabhdraia," iii, 436 (1896)]. 

2 AND there wont a man of the house of Levi, and took to 
wife a daughter of Levi. And the woman conceived, and bare a 
son : and when she saw him tliat lie teas a goodly 
%^}?J^y cAtVrf, she hid hiro three montlis. And when she 
couUl not longer hiih* him, she took for him an 
ark of bulrushes, and daulxnl it with slime and 
with pitch, and put the chihl therein ; and she laid it in the flags 
by the river's brink. And his sister stood afar off, to wit what 
would be dune to him. And the daughter of Pharaoli came 
down to wash }wrsdf at the river ; and her maiden.s walked 
along by the river's side ; and wlien she saw the ark among the 
flags, she sent her maid to fet<,-li it. And when fthe had opened 
i/, she saw tlie chihl : and, behold, the babe wept. And she had 
compassion on him, and .naid, This hone of the lIobrew.s' children. 
Then said his sister t<> Pharaoh's dauglittM*, Shall I go and call to 
thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that n]ie may nurse the child 
for thee? And Pharaoh's dauf^hter said to her. Go. And the 
maid went and called the cliild's mother. And Pharaoh's 
daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for 
me, and I will give the^. thy wages. And the woman took the 
child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and she brotigjit him 
unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called 
his name Moaes: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water. 
And it came to pass in those days, when Mosos was grown, 
that he went out unto his brcLhn-n, ami looked on their burdens: 
and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 
And ho looked this way and that way, and when ho eaw that 
there tikis no man, he slew the Egyptianj and hid him in the 
sand. And when he went out the second day, liehuld, two men 
of the Hebrews strove together ; and lie said to him tliat did the 
wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow 1 And he .said, Who 
made thee a prince and a judge over us ? intemlest thou to kilt 
me, aa thou killeilst the Egj'ptianf And Moses feared, and said, 
Surely this thing is known. 
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Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. 
But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land 
of Midian : and he sat down by a well. Now the priest of 
Midian had seven daughters : and they came and drew u^tUr, 
and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. And the 
shepherds came and drove them away : but Moses stood up and 
helped them, and wateretl their flock. And when they came to 
Reuel their father, ho said, How is ii that yc are come so soon to 
day t And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand 
of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered 
the flock. And he said unto his daughters. And where w he ? 
why in it that ye have left the man ? call him, that he may eat 
bread. And Moses was content to dwell with the man : and he 
gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. And she bare him a son, 
and he called his name Gershom : for he said, I have been a 
stranger in a strange land. 

And it came to pass in procesa of time, that the king of Egypt 
die<l : and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the Ixindage, 
and they cried, and their cry CAUie up unto Got! by reason of the 
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And 
God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect 
unto them. 



Bush 

in. 1-6 



The Barnlag Btuh. —J dificult story vUuU up of the Iwo nccounU of E. and J. 
E. itwo Ihf name Ilurtb; J. and P. prefer the va me Sinai. It is J. w/ioUUs 
us nlMHt Ch-c lluimbit^i. Bui whif Jahveh tJumUl be the spirit, iniiabiting 
a thontbii-ah, ic<s cannot say. The oal: iras, of eourae, (u q/len in Oeneiis, 
a mcrrd spot. Probably Sinai was a volcanic TfUfuntain. 

3 NOW Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the 
priest of Midian : and ho led the flock to the backside of the 
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord app<'ared ^''^^^I^™^'**^ 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a 
bush : and he looke<^l, and, behold, the bush burned 
with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I 
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush ia not 
burnt. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, 
Moees, Moacs. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw 
not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, 
I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the G<xl of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he 
was afraid to look upon God. 
And the Lord said, I have surely seen the Affliction of my 
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people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason 
of their tAskmasteni ; for I know their sorrows ; and I am come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptlana, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, 
unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivitca, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, 
behold, the cry of tho children of Israel is come unto mo : and I 
have also seen tlie oppression wliprowith tlio Egyptians oppress 
them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Terael i 
out of Egyjit. 

And Moses said unto CJikI, Who am I, that T should go unto 
Pharaoh, and Ihat 1 should biin;^ forth the children of Israel out 
of Egypt! And ho said, Certainly I will be with thee ; and this 
shfUl he a token unto thee, that I have sent thee : When thou 
hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God 
upon this mountain. 

Ami Moses said unto Qod, Behold, tch«n I come unto the 
chikhon of Israel, and shall say unto tlieni, The Ood of your 
fatliors hath sent me unto you ; and thoy shall say to me, What 
is his naniel wliat shall I say unto tlieni I 

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he said. 
Thus slialt thou s/iy unto the children of Israel, I AM liatli sent 
me unto you. 

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the chiJdron of Israel, The Loud Go<1 of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, tho God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent mo 
unto you : this w my name for over, and this is my memorial 
unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, 
and say unto them, The Lonn God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isa;i<:-, and of .Ijicob, nppeared unto roe, saying, I 
have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in 
Egypt : and I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction 
of Egypt unto the lantl of the Cauaanites, and the Hittites, and 
the Amorites, and tho Perizzites, and tho Hivitt^s, and the 
Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. And they 
shall hearken to thy voice : and thou sliaJt come, thou and the 
elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto 
him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us : and now 
let ua go, wo beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, 
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. And I am sure that 
the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 
And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my 
wonders which I will do in the midst thereof : and after that 
he will let you go. And I will give this people favour in the 
sight of tho Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, that^ when ye 
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go, ye shall not go empty : but every woman shall borrow of her 
neighbour, and of her that sojoumeth in her house, jewels of 
BJlver, and jewels of gold, and raiment : and ye shall put them 
upon your sons, and upon your daughters ; and ye shall spoil the 
Egyptians. 

4 AND Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not 
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, TIjb 
LoBD hath not appeared unto thee. And the IjORD said unto 
him, What in that in thine hand 1 And ho said, A rod. And 
he said. Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on tlie ground, 
and it t)ocame a serpent; and Moses Hed from Ix'fore it. And 
the liOitD said unto Moses, Put fr)rtli thine hand, and take it by 
the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it 
became a ro<l in his hand : that they may believe that the Loko 
God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, liath appeared unto theo. 

And the Loud said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand 
into thy bo.som. And he put Jii-s hand into Ids bosom : and when 
he took it out, behold, his liand fos leprous as snow. And he 
said, Put thine hand into thy Ixisom again. And ho put hia 
hand into his bosom again ; and plucked it out of his bosom, 
and, behold, it was tume<l again as his other flesh. And it shall 
come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither licarken to 
the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the 
latter sign. And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that tliou 
shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry 
land : and the water which thou takeat out of the river shall 
become blood upon the dry land. 

And Moses wiid unto the IjOrd, O my Ijord, Irtm not eloquent, 
neitlier heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: 
but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 

And the Lord said unto him. Who hath made man's mouth 1 
or who maketh the dumb, or de^if, or the seeing, or the blind 1 
have not I the Lord ? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray tliee, by the band of 
him whom thou wilt send. 

And the anger of the LoBD was kindled against Moses, and he 
said, /« not Aaron the Levite tiiy brother 1 I know that he can 
epeak well. And also, behold, he comoth forth to meet thee : 
and when he secth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou 
flholt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth : and I will 
be Mrith thy mouth, and with his moutli, and will teach you what 
ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people : 
and ho shall be, even ho shall be to theo instead of a mouth, and 
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thou shalt be to him instead of God. And thou shalt take tbu 
rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

And Mostw went and returned to Jcthro his father in law, and 
said unto him, Lot me go, I pray thco, and return unto my 
brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they bo yet alive. 
And Jethro said to Mosca, Go in peace. 

And the IjOUD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into 
Egypt : for all the men are dead which sought thy life. And 
Moaes took iiLs wife and his Rons, and set tln/iu uiton an ass, and 
he returaed to the laiui of Egypt : and Mosch took the rul of 
God in hia hand. And tlie Louu said unto Mose», Whi-n tiiou 
goest to return into Egypt, see tliat thou do all those wonders 
before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand : but I will 
harden his heai't, that he shall not let the people go. 



The Plagnea. — ITu text hat bfen ftorked owr by many funuis—by tico Jahvutt, 
an vvll ajs E. ami P. Tht tarlUr cniiy knirw of three pla^ftut (ffvg», iiutets 
aiui taniM.i), or jMrluijis inthj uiw, /in-iinls. Ami }>frhaps Uu HArttm go out 
juacrfiiJly, xcitk gifta/rom I he (MixriU) icumcii. Thf last piaffue uoMiuetel 
rmJh- t/if v'crifirf of fimllimif to the t/od o/ffHifit;/ hi/ IJie SrmUic iwmadt. 
Bid thrrc i> yreal unctrMnty hrre and tdao ijrtnt impfobabilihj. 

5 AND afterwards Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoli, 
Tlius s<vith tlie Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that they 

Moses and "^*)' ^'^''^ * i^'*^^ unto me in the wildenioss. 
Pharaoh And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I 

V. 1— VJ, tt should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know 
VII. 1-7 not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. 
And they said, The God of the Hebrews hiilli mot with us: let 
us go, wo pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, and 
sacrifice unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upm us with pesti- 
lence, or with the sword. And the king of Egypt said unto 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? got you unto your burdens. And Pharaoh said, 
Behold, the i)eople of the land now arc many, and ye make them 
rest from tlieir burdens. 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the ta.**kniaster8 of 
the people, and their officers, saying, Ye shall no more give the 
people straw to make brick, as heretofore : let them go and 
gather straw for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not 
diminish oitghf. thereof : for they be idle ; therefore they cry, 
saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Lot there more 
work be laid upon the men, tliat they may labour therein ; and 
let them not regard vain words. 

And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their oflScers, 
and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I 
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will not give you straw. Go ye, get you straw where ye can find 
it : yet not ought of your work shall bo diminished. So the 
people were scattei'ed abroad throughout all the land of £gypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. And the taskmasters hasted 
them, saying, Fulfil your works, j/mir daily tasks, as when there 
was straw. And the officers of the children of Israel, which 
Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and 
deiuaiidod, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making 
brick Iwth yesterday and to day, as heretofore ? 

Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto 
Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 
There is no straw given imto thy servants, and they say to us, 
JSIake brick : and, behold, thy servants are beaten ; but the fault 
i.v in thine own people. But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle : 
therefore ye say, Let us go atid do sacrifice to the Lord. Oo 
therefore now, and work ; for there shall no straw be given 
you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. And the officers of 
the children of Israel did see th^U they were in evil case, after it 
was said. Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your 
daily task. 

And they met Mosea and Aaron, who stood in the way, as 
they came forth from Pharaoh : and they said unto them, 
The Lord look upon you, and jutlge ; because ye have made our 
savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of 
his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, wherefore 
hast thou so evil entreated this people! why w it ihal tliou hast 
sent me 1 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, 
he hath done evil to this people ; neither hast thou delivered thy 
people at all. 

6 THEN the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what 
I will do to Pharaoh : for with a strong hand shall he let them 
go, and with a strong hand shall ho drive them out of his land. 
And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I um the Lord : 
and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 
the name q/* God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was 
I not known to them. And I have also esUiblished my cove- 
nant with them, to give them the land of Cana>m, the land of 
their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And I have also 
heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 
keep in bondage : and I have remembered my covenant. 
Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and 
I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, 
and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you 
with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments : and I will 
take yoa to me for a people, and I will be to you a God : and 



u 



THE LITEIIATIY MAN'S BIBLE [exodus 



ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringcth you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, And I will bring 
you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to 
give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob ; and I will give it 
you for an heritage : I am the Lord. 

And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel : but they 
hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel 
bondage. 

7 AND the Lord said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god 
to Pharaoh : and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. Thou 
shalt speak all that I command thee : and Aaron thy brother 
shall speak unto Pliarnoh, that he send the children of Israel out 
of liis land. And I will hni'den Pharaoh's lieart, and multiply 
my signs and my wonders in the land of Eg}7)t. But Pharaoh 
shall not hearken unto you, tliat I may lay my hand uptm Egypt, 
and Vjring forth mine armies, and my fieople the children of Israel, 
out of the laud of Egypt by j^reat judgments. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Loud, when I stretcli fortli mine hand 
upon Egjrpt, and bring out the children of Israel from among 
them. 

And Moses and Aaron did an the Lord commanded them, so 
did they. And Moses uvw fourscore yeai-s old, and Aaron 
fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 



The Bed Bea. — Thr }Kijaii</c of the Ittd Sm iji VKulc vp of many ihinenlt, 
Affurdiiifi to J. an east wind dr\>v( Ixirf: the vNttfrH. Aefording to E. and 
r. tl\x vater divides nl u xitjn ijieen by Mos(.i. It t'j all n ttilt of Mx/nden. 

13 AND it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people 

go, that God led them not throuffh the way of the land of 

the Philistines, although that jmhi near ; for God 

The Red Sea s^ffj^ Lggt, peradveuture tlte people repent when 

XIV 31~ ''^"^ ^®^ ^*'^' '^^^ ^^*''y return to Egypt : but 
God led the people about, throrujh the way of 
the wilderness of the Red sea : ami the cliildten of Israel went 
up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. 

And Moses took the bone.>3 of Joseph with him ; for he had 
straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely 
visit you ; and ye shall carry up ray bones away hence with you. 

And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped 
in Etliam, in the edge of the wilderness. And the Loud went 
before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; 
and by night in a. pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go by day 
and night : he took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor 
the pillar of fire by night, yrt>//t before the people. 




14 AH^D the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that tlicy turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea, over against Baai-zephon : before 
it shall ye encamp by the sea. For PJiaraoh will say of the chil- 
dren of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness 
hath shut them in. And I will harden Piiaiaoh's heart, that he 
shall follow after them ; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, 
and upon all his boat ; that the Egyptians may know that I am 
the LoBD. And tliey did so. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled : and 
the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against 
the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we have 
let Israel go from serving usi And he made ready his chariot, 
and took his people with him : and he took six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Eg)'pt, and captaias over every 
one of thorn. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel : and 
the children of Israel went out with an high hand. But the 
Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them 
encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahirulh, before Baal-zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Lsrael lifted up 
their eyes, and, behold, tiio Egyptians marched after them ; and 
they were sore afraid : and the children of Israel cried out 
unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses, Because iJiere uyfre 
no graves in Egypt, hast tliou taken us away to die in the wil- 
derness T wherefore liast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 
forth out of Egypt ? Is not tliia the word that we did tell thee 
in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve tlie Egj-ptiansl 
For it had heen Iwtter for us to serve the Egyptians, than that 
we should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day : 
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them 
again no more for ever. The Lono shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto 
me f speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward : 
but lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the 
sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea. And I, behold, I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they aliall follow them : 
and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, 
upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Eg^'pti&ns 
shall know that I am the Lokd, when I have gotten me honour 
u[K>n Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 
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removed and went behind them ; and the pillar of the doad 
went from before their face, and stood beliind them : and it 
came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Israel ; and it wafi a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave 
light bj night to lliaae : bo that the one came not near the other 
all the uight. 

And Moses stretched oat his hand over the sea ; and the 
Lord caused the sea to go back bj a strong east wind all that 
night, and made the aea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the children of Israel vrent into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry groutid : and the waters tvere a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. 

And the Egj'ptiaus pursued, and went in after them to the 
midst of tlio sea, even all Pharaoh's iiorsus, ids chariots, and his 
horsemen. And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the 
Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pili&r 
of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 
and took off their chariot wheels, tliat tiiey dravo them hea\nly : 
BO that the Egyptians said, I^et us flee from the face of Israel ; 
for the Lord righteth for them against the Egyptians. And the 
Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the seai 
that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses stret<^thed forth 
his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when 
the morning appeared ; and the Egyptians Hed against it ; and 
tlie Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the mid.st of the sea. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 
and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them ; 
there remained not so much as one of them. But the children 
of Israel walked upon dry land in the mitlst of the sea ; and the 
waters were a wall unto thc-m on their right liaiid, and on their left. 

Thus the Loro saved Israel tliat day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptinna flead upon the sea 
shore. And Israel saw that great work which the Loud did 
upon the Egyptians : and the people feared the I.<obd, and 
believed the Lord, and his servant Moses. 



19 And the Lord said unto Moses, Cro unto the people, and 
sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their 

clothes, and be rt-ady against the third day : for 

Mount Sinai ^\^q third day the I.ORD will come down in the 

\X 21 "'8^1'' ^^ **" *''i'^ people upon mount Sinai. And 

thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go ■not u\> into the 
mount, or touch the border of it : whosoever toucheth the mount 
shall be surely put to death : there shall not an iiand touch it, 
but he shall aurelj be atoned, or shot through ; witether it be 




beast or man, it shall Dot live : when the trumpet soundeth long, 
they shall come up to the mount. 

And Mosea went down from the mount unto the people, and 
sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. And he 
said unto the people, Be ready against the third day : come not 
at your wives. 

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that 
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all 
the people that nxw in the camp trembled. And Moses brought 
forth the people out of the camp to meet with God ; and they 
stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire : and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of 
the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses 
spake, and God answered him by a voice. And the Lord came 
down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : and the Lord 
called Mosea up to the top of the mount ; and Moses went up. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, 
lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them 
perish. And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, 
sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break fortli upon them. And 
Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come up to mount 
Sinai : for thou chargedst us, saying. Set bounds about the mount, 
and .sanctify it. And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee 
down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee : but 
let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto 
the Lord, lest he break forth upon them. So Moaes went down 
unto the people, and spake unto them. 

20 AND God spake all these words, saying, 

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make onto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness o/* an^ thing that is in heaven above, or that m in the 
earth beneath, or that h in the water under the earth : thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 

8 



98 THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [exodus 

thou labour, and do &!! thy work ; but the seventh day ia the 
sabbath of the Ix)BD thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidBvivant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that u within thy 
gatex : for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the Bea, 
and all that in them i'«, and rested the sevenih day; wherefore 
the Lord blesHed the sabljath day, and hallowed it. 

Honour thj father and thy mother : that thy days may be 
long upon the loud which the LoRD thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou siialt not commit adultery. 

Thuti shrtlt not Rteal. 

Ttiou slialt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

Thou slialt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou ahalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that it thy 
neighbour'.^. 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightningft, 
and the no!»e of the trumpet, and the mountain rimoking : and 
when the people saw it, they removed and stood afar off. And 
they said unto Moses, Speak thou with, as, and we will hear : but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. And Moses said unto 
the people. Fear not : for God is come to prove you, and that his 
fear may Im3 before your faces, that ye sin not. 

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the 
thick darkness where God mm». 

32 AND when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto 

Aaron, and said unto him. Up, make us gods, 

The Golden which shall go befi>re us; for aM for this Moses, 

XXXII ^'^^ mw\ that brought us up out of the land 

of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 
And Aaron said unto them. Break off the golden earrings, which 
are in the ears of your wives, of your sous, and of your daughters, 
and bring ihem unto me. And all the people brake off the golden 
earrings which w^e in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 
And he received tkumi at their hand, and fashioned it with a 
graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, 
These he thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar l>eforo 
it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow w a feast 
to the I/ORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered 
burnt offering.s, and brought peace oflerings ; and the people sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get theo down ; for thy 
people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have 
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corrupted thetnselveft .- they have turned a«ide quickly out of the 
way wliich I commanded them : they have made them a molten 
calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and 
said, These be thy g<Kl3, O Israel, which have l>rought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt. And the Lord said unto Moses, I 
have seen this people, and, behold, it w a stiiinecked people : now 
therefore let me alonOi that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume thorn : and I will make of thee a great 
nation. 

And Mosefl besought the Lord his Ood, and said, Lord, why 
doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast 
brought forth out of the land of Egj-pt with great power, and 
with a mighty hand 1 \Vherefore should the Egyptians speak, 
and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth 1 
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy 
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, 
to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I 
will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land 
that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 
inherit it for ever. And the Loud repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people. 

And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the 
two tables of the testimony teen in his hand : the tables icere 
written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other 
f/'«?re they written. And the tables ivere the work of God, and 
the writing iron the writing of God, graven upon the tables. And 
when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he 
said unto Moses, There ia a noise of war in the camp. And he 
said, II in not the voice of them thnt shout for mastery, neither is 
it the voice of tJusm th/U cry for being overcome : hu the noiae of 
them that sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he 
came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing : 
and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his 
bands, and brake them beneath the mount. And he took the 
calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground il 
to powder, and strawed ii upon the water, and made the children 
of Israel drink o/it. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, 
that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them ? And Aaron 
said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot : thou knowest the 
people, that they are set on mischief. For they said unto me. 
Make us gods, which shall go before us : for lu for this Moses, 
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot 
not what is become of him. And I said unto them. Whosoever 
hath any gold, let them break ii oflF. So they gave it me : then 
I cast it into the fii'e, and there came out tliis calf. 
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And when Moses saw that the people were naked ; (for Aaron 
had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies :) 
then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on 
the Lord's side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi 
gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every man his sword by 
his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his com- 
panion, and every man hia neighbour. Anil the children of Levi 
did according to the word of Moses : and there fell of the people 
that day about three thousand men. 

For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to tb* Lord, 
even every man upon his son, and upon his brother ; that he may 
bestow upon you a blessing this day. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the 
people, Yo have sinned a great sin : and now I will go up unto 
the Lord; peradvcnturo I shall make nii atonement for 3'our sin. 
And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Oh, tliis people 
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet 
now, if thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot mo, I pray 
thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Whost)ever hath sinned against me, liim will I 
blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the people unto the 
placf! of which I have spoken unto thee : boliold, mine Angel 
shall go before thee : nevertheless in the day when I visit I will 
visit their sin upon fchem. 

And the Lord plagued the people, because they made the calf, 
which Aaron made. 
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The Story of Korah. — TKe Hory i* mainly dtu to finetUy onUhonhip or 
reritum, tchich it eceryvrkere present in the Book of A'vmbera. But, 
according to Wdlhau$cn, three naxmrtU hare been fxutd logtther in thi* 
chapter. 

(1) RevoU of the BeubtniUs, Dathan and Abiram, againal the command 
of ifoae$, 

(2) Pnteai against the priathood of the tribe of Levi, on the ground that 
ail IrraelUts art prittlt, 

(S) Protai of the Levita againtt the AaroniUt, becMue they too claimed 
the priefthond. 
Sec alto Kuenen in hit " Thcologisch Tijdschrifi," xii. 189 (1878). 

16 NOW Korah, the son of Tzhar, the son of Kohath, the son 
of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the flons of Eliab, and On, 
the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men : 
and they rose up befons Mosea, with certain of f ir h' 
the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty „„. , 
princes of the assembly, famous in the congrega- 
tion, men of renown : and they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take 
too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and the Lono in among them : wlierofore then lift 
ye up yourselves above the congregation of the IjOKD ? 

And when Moses heard H, he fell upon his face : and he spake 
onto Korah and unto all his company, saying. Even to morrow 
the LoHD will shew who are h\A, and tcho is holy ; and will 
cause him to come near unto him : even him whom he liath 
chosen will he cause to come neai- unto him. This do ; Take you 
oensers ,Korah, and all his company ; and put fire therein, and 
put incense in them before the Lord to morrow : and it shall bo 
that the man whom the LoitD doth choose, he nhall he holy : ye 
luke too much upon you, ye sons of Levi. 

And Moses said unto Korali, Hear, I pray you, yo sons of 
Levi : seemeth it but a small tiling unto you, that the God of 
Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to 
bring you near to himself to do the serv'ice of the tabernacle of 
the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto 
them t And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy 
brethren the sons of Levi with thee : and seek ye the priesthood 
also? For which cause both thou and all thy company are 
gathered together against the Lord : and what u Aaron, that ye 
murmur against himt 

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab : 
wliicb aaid, We will not come up : is it » small thing that thou 
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hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and 
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself 
altogether a prince over us? Moreover thou hast not brought 
us into a land tliat floweth with milk and honey, or given ua 
inheritance of fields and vineyards : wilt thou put out the eyes of 
these men? we will not come up. 

And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the Lord, Respect 
not thou their offering : I have not taken one ass from them, 
neither have I hurt one of tiiem. ^Vnd Moses said unto Korah, 
Be thou and all thy c-ompany before the Lord, thou, and they, 
and Aaron, to morrow : and take every man his censer, and put 
incense in them, and bring ye before the Lokd every man hia 
censer, two hundred and fifty censers ; thou also, and Aaron, each 
of you his censer. 

And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and 
laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation with Miwes and Aaron. And Korah gathered 
all the congregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation ; and the glory of the IvOitD appeared unto all 
the congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may 
consume them in a moment. And they fell upon their faces, and 
sairl, God, the God of the spirits of all (lesh, shall one man sin, 
and wilt thou he wroth with all the congr«galion ? And the 
I<ORD spake unto Mases, saying, Sjieak unl<) the congregation, 
saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram. 

And Moses roao up and went unto Dathan and Abiram ; and 
the eldei-s of Israel followed him. And be sjmko unto thn con- 
gregation, saying. Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these 
wicked men, and touch nothing of their's, lest ye be consumed 
in all their ains. So they gat up from the tal>e'rnncle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, on every side : and Dathan and Abiram 
came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, 
and their sons, and tlieir little children. And Moses said. 
Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent me to do all these 
works ; for / hnve not done, thent of mine own mind. If these 
men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after 
the visitation of all men ; then the IjORD liath not sent me. 
But if the Lord make a new thing, and tlie earth open her 
mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, 
and they go down quick into the pit ; then ye shall undei"stand 
that these men have provoked the Lord. 

And it came to pass, as he liad made an end of speaking all 
these words, that the ground clave asunder that ipas under them : 
and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
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their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Koi-ali, and 
all their goods. They, and all that appertained to them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them : and 
they perished from among the congregation. And jdl Israel that 
tvere round about them fled at the cry of them : for they said, 
Lest tlie earth .swallow us up also. And there came out a fire 
from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 
that offered incense. 



Balaam. — Very Ukdv chnpUr 23 belong* to Elohintie, chapter U to Jakvislic 
lilrrnture. The chapters show »itfi%A of two indcjietultiU t«rsittn», and 
there are paralUl yassiiges. Some of the uradia seem to bf jxiiU-exilie. See 
ttpecitUly the latter part of chap. xxir. 20-24. 

22 AND the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the 
plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho. 

And Batak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to 
the Amorites. And iloab was sore afraid of the people, because 
they ictsre many : and Moab was distressed be- 
cause of the children of Israel. And Moab said The Oracles 
unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this com- .. _vviv 
pany lick up all IhU are round about us, as 
the ox lickcth up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. He sent mes- 
sengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which 
is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call 
him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt : 
behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over 
ag*ln8t me : come now therefore, I pray theo, curse me this 
people ; for they are too mighty for me : peradventure I shall 
prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out 
of the land : for I w«t that he whom thou blessest ij* blessed, 
and he whom thou curseat is cursed. And the elders of Moab 
and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination 
in their hand ; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him 
the words of Balak. And he said unto them, Ixidge hero this 
night, and I will bring you word again, as the Ix>rd shall speak 
unto me : and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 

And God came unto Balaam, and said, Wiiat men are these 
with thee 1 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab, hath sent unto me, »ai/ing. Behold, (here ie a people 
come out of Egj'pt, which covereth the face of the earth : come 
now, curse me them ; peradventure I shall be able to overcome 
them, and drive them out. And God said unto Balaam, Thou 
shalt not go with them ; thou shalt not curse the people : for 
tliey are blessed. 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes 
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of Balak, Oet you into jour land : for the Lord refuseth to give 
mo leave to go with you. And the princes of Muab rose up, 
and they went unto Baluk, and said, Balaam refuseth to come 
with UB 

And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable 
than they. And they (»me to Balaam, and said to him, Thus 
saith B^iluk the »on of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder 
thee from coming unto me : for I will promote thee unto very 
great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me : 
come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. And Balaam 
answered and (uiid unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would 
give me his hyuse full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of tho Lord my God, to do less or more. Now there- 1 
fore, I pray you, tarry ye al«o liere this night, that I may know 
what the Lord will say unto me more. 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, II 
the men come to call thee, rise up, nrui go with them ; but yet 
the word which I shall say unto thee, that shaJt thou do. 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled hia ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab. And Gotl's anger was kindled 
because he went : and the angel of the Lord stood in the way 
for an adversary against him. Now he wa« riding upon his ass, 
and hia two servants were with him. And the ass saw the angel 
of the Lord standing in the way, and hia sword drawTi in hia 
hand : and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into 
the field : and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 
But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the vineyarda, a 
wail being on this side, and a wall on that side. And when the 
ass saw the angel of the I^rd, she thrust herself unto the wall, 
and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall : and he smote her 
again. And the angel of the IjORD went further, and stood in a 
narrow place, where was no way to turn cikhcr to the right hand 
or to the left. And when the aas saw the angel of the Tx)bd, she 
fell down under Balaam : and Balaam's anger was kindled, and 
he smote the ass with a staff. And the Lord opened the mouth 
of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto 
thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times 1 And Balaam 
said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me : I would there 
were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. And 
the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since / f«w thine unto this day 1 was I ever 
wont to do 80 unto thee? And he said, Nay. 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the< 
angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his sword drawn in 
his hand : and he bowed down his head, and fell Eat on his face. 
And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these throe times? behold, I went out to 
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withstand thee, because thy way is pereerse before me : and the 
afls saw me, and turned from me these three times : unless she 
had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive. And Balaam said untu the angel of the Lord, I have 
sinned ; for I knew not that thou Btoodest in the way against 
me : now therefore, if it displease thee, T will get me back again. 
And the angel of the Lokd said unto Balaam, Go with the 
men : but only the word that I shall speak unto tbeo, that 
thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, be went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Amon, 
which i« in the utmost coast. And Balak said unto Balaam, 
Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call theel wherefore 
earnest thou not unto mel am I not able indeed to promote 
thee to honour 1 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come 
unto thee : have I now any power at all to say any thing '( the 
word that God putteth in my mouth, that .shall I speak. And 
Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjath-huzotb. 
And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence 
he might see the utmost part of the people. 

23 AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, 
and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams. And Balak did 
as Balaam had spoken ; and Balak and Balaam offered on riwry 
altar a bullock and a ram. And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand 
by thy burnt offering, and I will go : peradventure the Lord will 
come to meet me : and whatsoever he sheweth me I will tell 
thee. And he went to an high place. And God met Balaam : 
and he said unto him, I have prepared seven altars, and I have 
offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram. And the Lono 
put a word in Balaam's mouth, and ^aid. Return unto Balak, 
and thus thou shalt speak. And lie returned unto him, and, lo, 
he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. 
And he took up his parable, anrl aaid, | 

Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, | out of 
the mountains of the east, sayiny, | Come, curse me Jacob, | and 
come, defy Israel. | Uow shall I curse, whom God hath not 
cursed f | or how sliall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied T | 
For from the top of the rocks I see him, | and from the hills I 
behold him : | lo, the people shall dwell alone, | and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations. | Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, I and the number of the fourth part of iBraeH | Let me 
die the death of the righteous, | and let my last end be like 
hia! I 
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And Balak said onto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me t 
I took thee to curse mine enemies, ami. behold, thou hast blessed 
th«m altogether. And he an8were«l and said, Must I not take 
heed to speak that which the Loru imtli put tn my mouth t 

And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto 
another place, from whence thou mayent see them : thou shalt 
see but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them all : and 
curse me thom from thence. And he brought him into the field 
of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and 
offered a bullock and a ram on ever;/ altar. And he said unto 
Balak, Stand here by thy burnt ofTering, while I meet the Lord 
yonder. And the Lord met IJaliiam, and put a word in his 
moutli, and said. Go again unto Balak, and say thus. And 
when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, 
and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, 
What hath the Lord spoken ? And he took up his parable, and 
said, I 

Rise up, Balak, and hear ; | hearken unto me, thou son of 
Zippor : } God w not a man, that ho should He; | neither the 
son of man, that he hUouW repent; | hath he said, and shall he 
not do i( 7 j or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good 1 | 
Behold, I have received commandment to bless : | anrl he hath 
blessed ; and T cannot reverse it. | He hath not Ixsheld iniquity 
in Jacob, | neither hath he seen perversene-s.'* in Israel ; | the TjORD 
his <-!od in with him, | and the shout of a king is among them. | 
God brought them out of Egypt ; | he hath as it were the strength 
of an unicorn. | Surely there is no eufhantmant against Jacob, | 
neither w t/i'rre any divination against Israel : | according to this 
time it shall be .said of Jacob and of Israel, | What hath God 
wrought ! I Behold, the peuple shall rise up as a great lion, | and 
lift up himself as a young lion : | he shall not lie down until he 
eat o/' the prey, | and drink the blood of the slain. | 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor 
bless them at all. But Biilaam answered and said unto Balak, 
Told not I thee, saying. All that the Lord speaketli, that I 
must dol 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring 
thee unto another place ; penid venture it will please Go<:l that 
thou inayest curse me them from thence. And Balak brought 
Balaam unto the top of Peor, tluit looketh toward Jeshimon. 
And Balaam said unto Balak, Build mo here seven altars, and 
prepare mo here seven bullocks and seven rams. And Balak 
did a.s Balaam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar. 

24 AND when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless 
Israel, he went not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, 
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but he set his face toward the wilderness. And Balaam lifted 
up his eyes, and he saw Israel abi<ling in his tents according to 
their tribes ; and the spirit of God came upon him. And he 
took up his parable, and said, | 

Balaam the son of Beor hath said, | and the man whose eyes 
are open liath said : | he hath said, which heard the words of 
God, I which saw the vision of the Almighty, | falling into a 
trance, but having hi.s eyes open : | How goodly are thy tent«, O 
Jacob, I and thy tabernacles, Israel 1 | As the valleys are they 
spread forth, | as gardens by the river's side, | as the trees of 
lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, | avd as cedar trees 
beside the waters. | He shall pour the water out of his buckets, | 
ami his seed shcdl be in many waters. | and his king shall be 
higher than Agag, | and his kingdom shall be exalted. | God 
brought him forth out of Egypt; | he hath as it were the 
strength of an unicorn : | he shall eat up the nations his enemies, 
and shall break their bones, | and pierce thifm through with his 
arrows. | He couched, ho lay down as a lion, and as a great 
lion: I who shall stir him upt | Blessed u he that blesseth 
thee, I and cursed i» he that curseth thee. | 

And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote 
his hands together : and Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee 
to curse mine enemies, and, l^ehold, thou hast altogether blessed 
them these tliree times. Therefore now flee thou Ut thy jjlace : 
I tliought to promote thee unto great honour ; but, lo, the Lord 
hath kept thee back from honour. 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messen- 
gers which thou sentest unto me, saying. If Balak would give 
me hin house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
commandment of the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine own 
mind ; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak ? And now, 
behold, I go unto my people : come then-fore, and I will adver- 
tise thee what this people shall do to thy people in the latter 
days. And he t<X)k up his parable, and said, { 

Balaam the son of Beor hath sfiid, I and the man whose eyes are 
open halh said : | he hath said, which heard tlie words of God, | 
and knew the knowle*!!;? of the most High, | which saw the vision 
of the Almighty, | falling into a trance, \ but having his eyes 
open : | I shall see him, but not now : | I shall behold him, but 
not nigh : { there shall come a Star out of Jacob, | and a Sceptre 
shall rise out of Israel, | and shall smite the corners of Moab, | 
and destroy all the children of Sheth. | And Edom shall be a pos- 
session, I Seiral.so shall bo a possession for his enemies; { and Israel 
shall do valiantly. | Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have 
dominion, | and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. | 

And when he looked on Amaiek, he took up his parable, and 
said, I 
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Amalek toaa the firat of the nations ; | bat his latter end shall 
be that he perish for ever. | 

And he looked on the Keaites, and took up his parable, and 
said, I 

Strong ia thy dwellingplace, | and thou putt«flt thy nest in a 
rock. I Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, | until Aashar 
shall carry thee away captive. | 

And he took up his parable, and said, | 

Alas, who shall live when God docth this ! | And ships aheUl 
come from the coast of Chittira, | and shall afilict Asshur, and 
shall afflict Eljer, | and he also shall perish for ever. { 

And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place : 
and Balak also went lus way. 



Jotlima. — Thf narrative is probably dut to E. T7te Slchittic vyrit-er, rmwnating, 
03 ice suppose, frum the Northern kingdom, has a partiality for Joih-ua, 

27 AND tlie Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount 

Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children 

of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou 

T tTf H *''*'^ shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron 

of jSua* ^^y brother was gathered, For ye rebelled 

XXVII. 12-23 againat my commandment in the desert of Zin, 

in the strife of tlio congregation, to sanctify me 

at the water before tlieir eyes : that ia the water of Meribah in 

Kadesh in tho wilderness of Zin, 

And Moses spake unto the Lord, sajang. Let the Lord, the 
God of the spirits of all Besli, set a man over tho congregation, 
which may go out before them, and whicii may go in before 
them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them 
in ; that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which 
have no shepherd. 

And the Lord said unto Moaes, Take thee Josliua the son of 
Nun, a man in whom w the spirit, and lay thine hand upon 
him ; and set him before Eleaaar the priest, and before all the 
congregation ; and give him a charge in their sight. And thou 
shalt put tomeoi thine honour upon him, that all the congregation 
of the children of Israel may be obedient. And he shall stand 
before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the 
judgment of Urim Ijefore the Lord : at liis word shall they go 
out, and at hia word they shall come iu, both he, and all the 
children of Israel with him, even all the congregation. 

And Moaes did as the IjORD commanded him : and he took 
Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the 
congregation : and he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a 
charge, as the Lokd commanded by the hand of Moses. 
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DEUTERONOMY 



Death of 

Moses 
XXXIV. 1-12 



Danterosomj. — jT/m- vam/-- is a mutranstaiion. In Hebrew the hook i» 
" Drbnrim," i. e. " Worth." The Seftva^ni- eaila it Afirrtporincoy, Inint- 
lating in chap. xvii. 18, wluit ought to main "a copy of thin laic" a$ ^f it 
vieanl "this rtptlition of the law" {which had already hten skdthtd in 
Exodus). 

Divisions. — (/) L 6 — iv. 40. Moaea' firtt diteounie. 
(t'l) v.-xxvi. Moaes' teamd ditcourts, 
(in) xxix. 2 — xxz. 20. tfoaaf third diieourte. 
(le) xxxi.-xxxir. Lott ttmds of iloiet and hia dtath, 
DaU— probably in Jonah'a reign or a little before, 
Jeremiah Aowa many signa of being if^/lveneed by Deuteronomy. But Isaiah, 

Amo», Soaea are quite %minjhimead. 
There i» not muth in Deutermamy that aeema avaiiablefor the purpoae of thia 
book. The circumataneea of its origin I'n b.c. 621 have bten alluded to 
tlaevfhere, and the laat uwrds of Moaca appear in Uie Poetic Section. 

34 AND Moaes went up from the plains of Moab unto the 

mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against 

Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land 

of Oiiead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the 

land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land 

of Jiidah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, 

and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, 

unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which 

I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I 

will give it unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with thine 

eyea, but thou shalt not go over thither. 

So Moses the servant of the Ix)rd died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he buried him 
in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor : but no 
man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. 

And Moses fvas an hundred and twenty years old when ho died : 
bis eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 

And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of 
Moab thirty days ; so the days of weeping aW mounting for Moses 
were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom ; 
for Moses had laid his hands upon him : and the children of Israel 
hearkened unto him, and did as Iho Lord commanded Moses. 

And there arose not a propliet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the signs and the 
wonders, which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to 
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, and in all 
that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Mosea shewed 
in the sight of all Israel. 
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JoAii^.—{Deuterotunnie) qf lomevhat doubt^l hiiCorieal talua. 

Pari I., eh, u-xii. Invasion and capture of the land. 
,, II., ch, xiii.-rn. Tli* divijiiiiii of the country. 
„ III., eh. xjrii.-3a:iv. Appendix. 

Tht Book of Judges proves that Jothua eannot be hiatorieally emreel. Th* 
inraxion waa not dirtcteil by a emiiinaiidrrin-eJiie/, nor aecmnpJithfd in 
thf lifc-litnr of one 7nrn. Battle* Jrrictui ini.i uiit dinlnnieii, but CJ-iitx much 
lalfr as a citi/ nf the Prnpheln. See the utory nf Elinha. The Book ia irrU/en 
pr ediUd ti/ '(■ Ilriiieronomir n-riter. It in a eompilalitm nf J. E,, JE., IK, 
ami thrn a Jinn/ rei-isitm by P. The boai* of Ou! book wot u JJeuUronomie 
history of Joshua foundrd on J. and £., J. emphannnp the dtfievUiet 
of the tank of cumjiunt, E. eMlting the work ttf Joshua. In eontrast toitk 
Judges, Josliiui Am -rm rhronnlnffieal schema 

[Av ej:lra catumiatl Ixiuk icriUeii in Arabic, called "the Snintiritan book 
qf Joshua," is a late mrdiaval compUoiion teheti the Samaritans tvere under 
Mohammedan rule.] 

Local Itgends, snatches of folk-lore and folk-songs are to be dstecttd a* 
original materials. The ttrtdeney to eorusentrate in one man the experienui 
if tribes and generation* it, of course, eharatleristic of ail legends. 

2 AND Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men 
to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even 

f^ hsf^ Jericho. And they went, and eainc into an 
■ . harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there. 

And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, 
Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children ui Israel 
to search out tho countiy. And the king of Jericho sent unto 
Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which 
are entereiJ into thine house : for they be como to search out all 
the country. 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said 
thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they 
were : and it came to pass about (he time of shutting of the gate, 
when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men 
wenL, I wot not: pursue aft«r them quickly; for ye shall over^ 
take them, liut she had brought them up to the roof of the 
house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid 
in order upon the roof. And the men pursued after them the 
way to Jordan unto the fords : and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 

And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon 
the roof; and she said unto the men, I know that the Lord hath 
given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For 
we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red sea 



for you, when yo came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the 
two kings of the Amorites, tliat were on the other side Jordan, 
Sihon and Og. wliom ye utterly destroyed. And as aoon as we 
had heard tkese thinyg, our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, because of you : for the 
Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
Now therefore, 1 pray you, swear unto mo by the Lonn, since I 
have shewed you kindness, that 3'e will also shew kindness unto 
my father's house, and give me a true token ; and (hat ye will 
save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my 
sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

And tliu men answered her, Our life for your's, if ye utter not 
this our business. And it shall be, when the Lobd hath given 
lis the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. Then 
she let them down by a conJ through the window : for her 
house uvM upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 
And she said unto theoi, Get you to the mountain, lest the 
pursuers meet you ; and hide yourselves there three days, 
until the pursuers be returned : and afterward may ye go your 
way. 

And the men said unto her, We ivill be blameless of this thine 
oath which thou hast made us swear. Behold, tphen we come 
into the Und, thou shatt bind this line of scarlet thread in the 
window which thou didst let us down by : and thou shalt bring 
thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy 
father's household, home unto thee. And it shall be, (hat who- 
soever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his 
blood nhall lie upon his head, and wo tm// be guiltless : and who- 
soever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our 
head, if any hand be upon him. And if thou utter this our 
business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast 
made us to swear. And she said, According unto your words, 
so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed : and she 
bound the scarlet line in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were returned : and the pursuers 
sought them throuffhout all the way, but found them not. So 
the two men returnetl, and descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him 
all thing* that befell them : and they said uiito Joshua, Truly the 
Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land ; for even all the 
inliabitonts of the country do faint because of us. 

6 NOW Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children 
of Israel : none went out, and none came in. And the Lord 
said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho 
and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. And 
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of Jericho 

VI. 



ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round 
ab«jut the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 

The Walls And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of rams' horns : aud the seventh day 
ye shall compass the city seveu times, and the 
priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come to pass, 
that when they make a long Htut with the ram's horn, and 
when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall 
shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat^ and the people shall iiacend up every man straight 
before him. 

And Josfiua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests 
bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of tlio Lord. 
And he said untn the people, Pass on, and compaas the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on before the ark of tlie Lord. 

And it came to pas.s, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, 
that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns 
passed on before the Lord, and blew with the trumpets : and the 
ark of the covenant of the Lohd followed them. And the armed 
men went before the priests that blew with the trumpptjs, and 
the rerewaixl came after the ark, the pr\est« going on, and blowing 
with the trumpets. Auil Joshua had commanded the jieople, 
saying, Ye .shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day 
I bid you shout ; then shall ye shout. So the ark of the Lord 
compassed tlie city, going alxjut it once : and they came into the 
camp, and Iwlged in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took 
up the ark of the Lord. And seven priests bearing seven trum- 
pets of rams' horns before the ark of tlie Lord went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets : and the armed men went before 
them ; but the rereward came after the ark of the Lord, the 
priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. And the 
second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the 
camp : so they did six days. 

And it camo to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the 
same manner seven times : only on that day they compassed the 
city seven times. And it came to pa.s.s at the seventh time, when 
the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said onto the people, 
Shout ; for the Lokd bath given you the city. And the city 
shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the Lokd : 
only Kahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her 
in the house, becau.se she hid the mesHengers tliat we sent. And 
ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye 
make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, 
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and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. But all 
the silver, an<l guld. and vessels of brass and iron, are 
consecrated unto the Lord : they aball come into the treasurj 
of the Lord. 

So the people shouted when the priesta blew with the trumpets ; 
and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down Hat, so that the people went up into the city, 
every man straight before him, and they took the city. And 
thej utterly destroyed all that wns in the city, both man and 
woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and asa, with the edge 
of the sword. 

But Josliua had said unto the two men that liad spied out the 
country, Go into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the 
woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware uuto her. And the 
young men that were .spies went in, and brought out Elahab, and 
her father, and her motiier, and her brethren, and all that she 
had ; and they brought out all her kiiidretl, and left them without 
the camp of Israel. 

And they burnt the city with fire, and all that woe therein : 
only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, 
they put into the treaaury of the house of the I^rd. 

And Joshua saved Bahab the harlot alive, and her fatlier'a 
liousehold, and all that she had ; and she dwolleth in Israel even 
unto this day ; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua 
sent to .spy out Jericho. 

And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying. Cursed be tlie 
man before the ILord, that riseth up and buildeth this city 
Jericho : he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstbom, and 
in his youngest son shall he .set up the gates of it. 

So the Lord was witli Joshua ; and his fame was nou«i 
throughout all the country. 



10 NOW it came to pass, when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed 
it ; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so 
he had done to Ai and her king ; and liow the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel, and were among them ; that they feared 
greatly, because Gibeon m<u« a great city, as one 
of the royal cities, and because it wcu greater 
than Ai, and all the men thereof icere mighty. 
Wherefore Adoni-ze<lec king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham 
king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto 
Japhia king of Ijachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 
Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon : for 
it bath made peace with Joshua and with the children of IsraeL 

I 
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Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, 
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, 
tlie king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, 
they and alt their hosta, and encamped before Oibeon, and made 
war against it. 

And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to 
Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy servants ; come up 
to ua quickly, and save us, and help us : for all the kings of the 
Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together 
against us. So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the 
people of war with liim, and all the mighty men of valour. And 
the LoHD said unto Joshua, Fear them not : for I have delivered 
them into thine hand ; there shall not a man of them stand 
before thee. Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and 
went up from Gilgal all night. And the Lord discomfited them 
before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and chased them along the way that goeth up to Beth-boron, and 
smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it came to 
pa,s8, as they fled from before Israel, arid were in the going down 
to Beth horon, that the Lord cast down great stones from 
heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died : they were more 
which died with hailstones than they whom the children of 
Israel slew with the sword. 

Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord 
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he 
said in the sight of Israel, 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; [ and thou. Mood, in the 
valley of Ajalon. 

And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people 
had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Ja not this written 
in the book of Jasher i So the sun stood still in the midst of 
heaven, and haatt-d not to go down about a whole day. And 
there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man : for the IjOrd fought for 
Israel. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto 
the camp to Gilgal. 

But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Mak- 
kedah. And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found 
hid in & cave at Makkedah. And Joshua said, Roll great stoneB 
upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for to keep them : 
and stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the 
hindmost of them ; sufTer them not to ent«r into their cities : 
for the Lord your God hath delivered them into your hand. 
And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had 
made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till 
they were consumed, that the rest which remained of them 
entered into fenced cities. And all the people returned to the 
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camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace : none moved hia tongue 
against any of t}ie clnldreti of Israel. 

Then Haid Joshua^ Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out 
those five kings unto me out of the cave. And they did so, and 
brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king 
of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. And it came to pass, when 
tliey brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for 
all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men 
of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the 
necks of these kings. And they come near, and put their feet 
upon the necks of them. And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, 
nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage : for thus shall 
the Lord do to all your enemies against whom ye fight. And 
afterward Joshua smote tliem, and slew them, and hanged them 
on five treea : and they were hanging upon the trees until the 
eveniog. And it came to pass at the time of the going down 
of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down 
off the trees, and cast them into the cav" wherein they had been 
hid, and laid great stones in the cave's mouth, which remain 
until this very day. 

23 AND it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had 
given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that 
Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. And 
Joshua callefl for all Israel, and for their elders, 
and for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers, and said unto them, I am old atid 
stricken in age : and ye have seen all that the 
LoBD your Gvd hath done unto all these nations because of yon ; 
for the Lord your God w he that hath fought for you. Behold, 
I have divided iinto you by lot these nations that remain, to be 
an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the great se« westward. And the 
LoED your God, he shall expel them from before you, and drive 
them from out of your sight ; and ye shall possess their land, as 
the Lord your God hath promised unto you. Be ye therefore 
very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book 
of the law of Moaes, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left; that ye come not among these nations, 
these that remain among you ; neither make mention of the 
name of their gods, nor cause to swear fcty th&m, neither serve 
them, nor bow yourselves unto them : but cleave unto the Lord 
your God, as ye have done unto this day. For the Lord hath 
driven out from before you great nations and strong : but aa 
for you, no man hath been able to stand before you unto 
this day. One man of you shall chase a thousand : for the Lord 
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your God, he it ia that fighteth for you, aa he hath promised 
you. 

Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lord your God. Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave 
unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among 
you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto tliem, 
and they to you : know for a certainty tiiat the Lord your God 
will no more drive out any of these nations from before you ; but 
they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your 
Hi«ie«, and thorns in your eyes, until ye periKJi from off this good 
land which the Lord your God hath given you. 

And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth : and 
ye know in all your hearts ami in all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the good things which the LoRD your God 
spake concerning you ; all are como to |)a.s3 unto you, and not 
one thing hath failed thereof. Therefore it shall come to pass, thai 
as all good things are come upon you, which the Lord your God 
promised you ; so shall the lAiftD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the 
Lord your God hath given you. When ye have transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, 
and have gone and served other goda, and bowed yourselves to 
them ; then shall the anger of the Lord be kindUd against you, 
and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath 
given unto you. 

24 AND Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, 
and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for 
thoir judges, and for their officers; and they presented them- 
selves before God. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Your father.^ dwelt on the other side of the flood 
in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father 
of Nachor ; and they served other gods. And I took your 
father Abraham from the other side of the tlootl, and led him 
throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplierl his seed, and 
gave him Isaac. And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau : and 
I gave unto Esau mount 8eir, to possess it ; but Jacob and his 
children went down into Egypt. I sent Mo.*ies also and Aaron, 
and I plagued Egj'pt, according t« that which I did among 
them : and afterward I brought you out. And I brought your 
fathers out of Egypt : and ye came unto the sea ; and the 
Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horse- 
men unto the Red sea. And when they cried unto the Lord, 
he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought 
the sea upon them, and covered them ; and your eyes have seen 
what I have done in Egypt : ftnd ye dwelt in the wilderness 




a long season. And I brought you into the land of the 
Amoritea, which dwelt on the other side Joixlan ; and thej 
fought with you : and I gave them into your hand, that ye 
might posaeae their land ; and I destroyed them from liefore you. 
Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to 
curse you : but I would not h»irken unto Balaam ; therefore he 
blessed you still : so I delivered you out of his hand. And ye 
went over Jordan, ami came unto Jericho : and the men of 
Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Canaanite«, and the Hittites, and the Girgashitcs, the 
Hivitcs, and the Jehusites ; and I delivered them into your 
hand. And I sent the hornet before you, which drave thera 
out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites ; but 
not with thy awonl, nor with thy bow. And I have given you 
a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, 
and ye dwell in them ; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye 
planted not do ye e^t. 

Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and 
in truth : and put away the gods which your fathers served on 
the other side of the flood, and in Egypt ; and serve ye the 
Lord And if it seem e\il unto you to serve the Lord, choose 
you this day whom ye will serve ; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that ivere on the other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord. 

And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should 
forsake the Ix)RD, to serve other gixls ; for the Ix)R1j our God, he 
it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great 
signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we 
went, and among all the people thi-ough whom we passed: and 
the Lord drave out from before us all the people, oven the Amor- 
ites which dwelt in the land : there/ore will we also serve the 
Lord ; for he is our God. 

And Joshua said unto the people. Ye cannot serve the Lord : 
for he is an holy God ; he w a jealous God ; he will not forgive 
your transgressions nor your sins. If ye forsake the Lord, and 
serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 
consume you, after that he hath done you good. 

And the people said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we will serve the 
Lord. 

And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against 
yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve him. 
And they said. He are witnesses. Now tlierefore put away, 
taid he, the strange gods which ut<! among you, and incline your 
heart unto the Lord God of Israel. And the people said unto 
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Joshua, The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we 

obey. 

So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and 
set them a statute and an ordinance in Shecbem. And Joshua 
wrote these worda ia the book of the law of God, and took a 
great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that u-ati by the 
sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua said unto all the pei>ple. 
Behold, this stone shall be a witnes-s unto us; for it hath heard 
all the words of the I^rd which he spake unto us : it shall be 
therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your f^od. So Joshua 
let the people depart, every man unto his inheritance. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and t«n 
years old. And they buried him in the border of his inheritance 
in Timnath-serah, which ia in mount Ephraim, on the north side 
of the hill of Gaash. 

And Israel served the Loud all the days of Josfma, and all 
the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had 
known all the works of the Loru, that he had done for Israel. 




JadgM is mainly a DeHttnmomic booi:, baud on older traditioiu. It 
purports Uj give a. kiilory of tKt TttiUvc Tribts in the lawl of Cmuum 
from Ifui lieaik of Jotkua to the birth of Samuel, and U it inleroting 
btcatoe it prove* note ymdual toot th* procets of eonquttl and how U vhu 
enatmbered by social anarch}/ <tmd rtliffions idolatry. The book as it 
stands belongs to a toUmbly late period — some time after the proclamation 
of DeuteroHomy in 621 ac. The stages of produelum were perhaps 
these. -^ 

(1) Lege»dary traditiot%s and stories about heroes. 

(2) The histories of J. and B. ineorporatiug these traditions. 

(3) A pre- iJetUertmomic book of Judges due to a redactor or editor qf J. 
n>ul B. amtainin^ the stiggestioH that the judges inere not local heroes, but 
r%Uer» over all Israel. 

(4) jt DetUeronomie version intended to point the moral everjfKher* astd 
interpret the JHeine diaeipline. Here toe gel an attempted ehrtmolo^ and 
setformulee to introduce and dismiss eadi judge in turn (D. ). 

(5) Lastly, when the book was received into the Canon a further revision 
Ka.1 modi- {P.). This look place about 200 B.C. 

The Song of Deborah. — 2%u is one of the oldest pieces of poetry in the BibU 
(the poetn is older than the narrative portion). Probably it was handed doum 
oraJtiy, because nuiny of the refrrenees could only eomefrom a contemporary, 
perhaps an eye-vntness. In Us present form, as conjoined with chop, ir., 
it is due to a redaetiou of J.S. and D. There are a series of small 
differenees between chap. iv. and the Song. In the Song Sisera is clearly 
the leading person : in the nrtrratire he is only commander-in-chief of 
Jabin, king of ffaxor, ItHiiU, according to v. 16, both Deborah and 
Barak belong to the tribe of Issachar, in iv. 6 Deborah is living at Bethel, 
in the hill-country of £phraim, and Barak (iv. 6) nt Kadesh-A'aphtali. 
It may he that there has been a eoi^usion or conglomeration of two distinct 
histories — (1) an aeeount of Jabin, (2) a history of Sisera. 

4 AND the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the 

Lord, when Ehud was dead And the Lord nold them into 

the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned 

in Hazor ; the captain of whoae host loaa Sisera, n ^ "^'^ 

which dwelt in Harosheih of the Gentiles. And Barak 

the children of Israel cried unto the Lord : for [y y 

he had nine hundred chariots of iron ; and 

twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm tree of 
Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim : and 
the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. And she 
sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, 
and said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, 
saying. Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee 
t«n thousand men of the children of Napbtali and of the childi'«u 
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of ZebulunJ And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishoa 
Sisera, the captain of Jabin's imiiy, with Iiih chariotn and liia 
multitude ; and I will deliver him into thine hand. And Barak 
Bttid unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go : but if 
thou wilt not go with me, Uun I will not go And she said, I 
will aurtly go with thee; notwithstanding the journey that thou 
takest shall not be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell 
Sisera into the hand of a woiuuii. And Deljorah arose, and went 
with Barak to Kedesh. And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtoli 
to Kedewh ; and he went up with ten thousand men at his feet : 
and Deborah went up with hira. 

Now Heber tlie Kenite, which tixis of the children of Hobab 
the father in law of Moses, had severed himself from the Kenitcs, 
and pitched his teut unto the plain of Zaanaim, which w by 
Kodesh. 

And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam waa ' 
gone up to mount Tabor. And Hisera gathered together all his 
chariots, even nine hundred rhariots of iron, and all the people 
that xoere with him, from Uarosheth of the Gentiles unto the 
river of Kishon. 

And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this w the day in 
which the Lord hath deliveretl Sisera into thine liand : is not 
the LoKi) gone out before thee 1 So Barak went down from 
mount Tabor, and ten thousand men aft<:r him. And the Lord 
discomfited Si.'sera, and all his chariot.s, anil all his host, with the 
edge of the swonl before Ilarak ; so that Sisera lighted down oflP 
hi« cliariot, and fletl away on hi.s feet, But Barak pursued after 
the chariots, and after the host, unto Ilaroshetli of the Gentiles : 
and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword ; and 
there was not a man left. 

Howbeit Sisera tlwl away on his feet to the tent of Jael the' 
wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabui 
the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. And 
Jael went out to ineet Si.sera, and said unto him, Turn in, my 
lord, turn in to me ; fear not. And when he had turned in unto 
her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he 
said unto her, Give me, I pray tliee, a little water to drink ; 
for I an> thirsty. And she opened a buttle of milk, and gave him 
drink, and covered him. Again he said unto her, Stand in the 
door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come and 
enquire of thee, and s;iy, Is there any man here ? that thou slialt 
say, No. Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of the lent, and 
took an hararaer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and 
smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground : 
for he was fa-^t asleep and weary. So he died. And, behold, as j 
Barak pursued Sisera, Jael caiue out to meet him, and said unto 
him, Come, and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. 
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And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera Uy dead, and 
the nail teas in hiH temples. 

So God subdued on tbiit day Jabin the king of Canaan before 
the children of Israel. And the hand of the children of Israel 
prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan, until 
they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

5 THEN sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that 
day, saying,' 

Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, | when the 
people willingly offere<l themselves. | Hear, O ye kings ; give ear, 
O ye princes; | I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; | I will sing 
praise to the Lord God of Israel. 

Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, | wlicn thou marchedst 
out of the field of Edom, | the earth tremble«l, and the heavens 
dropped, | the clouds also dropped water. | The mountains 
meltetl from before the Lord, | even that Sinai from before the 
Lord God of Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, | in the days of 
Jael, the highways were unoccupied, | and the travellers walked 
through byways. ] The inhahitanla of the villages ceased, they 
ceased in Israel, | until that I Deborah arose, | that I arone a 
mother in Israel. | They chose new gods ; [ then xcob war in the 
gates : | was there a shield or spear seen | among forty thousand 
in Israel? | My heart m towaixl the governors of Israel, { that 
offered themselves willingly among the people. | Bless ye the 
Lord. 

Speak, ye that ride on white asses, | ye that sit in judgment, | 
and walk by the way. | T}uiy that are delivered from the noise of 
archers in the places of drawing water, | there shall they rehearse 
the righteous acts of the Lord, | even t)ie righteous acts toward 
the inhabitants of his villages in Israel : { then shall the people of 
the Ix>RD go down to the gates. 

Awake, awake, D« borah : | awake, awake, utter a song : I 
arise, Barak, | and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of 
Abinoam. | Then ho made him that remaineth have dominion 
over the nobles among the people : | the LoHD made me have 
dominion over the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim tc(u there a root of them against Amalck ; | 
after thee, Benjamin, among thy people ; | out of Machir came 
down governors, | and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen 
of the writer. \ And the princes of Issachar tcere with Deborah ; | 
even Issachar, and also Barak : | ho was sent on foot into the 
valley. | For the divisions of Reuben tJutre were great thoughts 
of heart. | Why ubudest thou among tlie sheepfolds, | to hear 
the bleating«i of the flocks ? | For the divisions of Reuben there 
' This long will be found reiwated in the Poetic Section. 
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toere great searchings of heart. | Gilead abode beyond Jordan : | 
and whj did Dan remain in shi^ ) | Asher coatiaued on the 
sea shore, | and abode in hifi breaches. | Zebulun and Naphtali 
toere a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death | in the 
high places of the field. 

The kingH came and fought, | then fought the kings of 
Canaan, | in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo : | they took no 
gain of money. | Thfy fought from heaven ; | the stars in their 
courses fnught against Sisera. j The river of Kishon swept them 
away, | that ancient liver, the river Kishon. I my soul, thou 
haat trodden down strength. [ Then were the iior»*hoof8 broken 
by themeans of thepransings, j the pransings of their mighty ones. 

Curse ye Meroz, siiiel the angel of the Lord, | curse ye bitterly 
the inliabitants thereof ; | because they came not to the help of 
the LoBD, ( to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite 
he, I blessed shall she be above women in the tent. | He aaked 
water, and she gave him milk ; | she brought forth butter in a 
lordly dish. | She put her hand to the nail, | and her right hand 
to the workmen's hammer; < and with the hammer she smote 
Sisera, she smote off his head, | when she had pierced and 
stricken through his temples. | At her feet he bowe<J, he fell, he 
lay down ; | at her feet he bowed, he fell : | where he bowed, 
there ho fell down dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, | and cried 
through the lattice, | Why is hia chariot no long in coming 11 
why tarry the wheels of liis chariots ? | Her wise ladies answered 
lier, I yea, she returned answer to herself , | Have they not sped^ 
have they not divided the prey; | to every man a damsel or 
two ; I to Sisera a prey of divers colours, [ a prey of divers colours 
of needlework, [ of divers colours of needlework on both aides, | 
meet for the necks of Ihem that take the spoil ? 

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord ', \ but let them that 
love him be as the sun when he gocth forth in his might. 



Th» Btory of OldMn. — Oideon'i permmal ekaraeUr i» clearly draum, WU ia a 
simple, itraight/crneard, and deeply reliyunu eharader. Obterve that he 
dettroyt Baal'i altar and siibteqtutnth/ una the spoil of the Midianiles to 
fitalee an ephod/or Jahrxh. The ediU/r, finding different ids of traditions, 
hat to escfiaiii that Oideon. and Jerubbaal are one and the same man. But 
the xoord Jeruhbaai ia net eaty to explain.. 

6 AND the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel : and 
because of the Midianites the children of Israel mode them the 
dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. 
And 80 it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came 
up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they 
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The Story 
of Gideon 

VI. 2— 
VII. 1-25 



came up against them ; and they encamped against them, and 

destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou corae 

unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, 

neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. For they camo 

up with their cattle and their tents, and they 

came as grasshoppers for multitude ; for both 

they and their camels were without number ; and they entered 

into the land to destroy it. And Israel was greatly impoverished 

because of the Midianites ; and the children of Israel cried unto 

the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the 
LoBD because of the Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet 
unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith 
tlie Lord Gixl of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the house of bondage ; and I delivered 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
that oppresswi you, and drave them out from before you, and 
gave j'ou their land ; and I said unto you, I a7t% the Lord your 
God ; fear not the gods of the Amoriies, in whose laud ye dwell : 
but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak 
which wa^ in Ophrah, that 'pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite : 
and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide \t 
from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him, and said unto Iiim, The Lord i» with thee, thou mighty man 
of valour. And Gideon said unto liim, Oh my Lord, if the Lord 
be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? and where he all his 
miracles which our fathers told us of, saj'ing, Did not the Lord 
bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. And the 
LoKD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou 
shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites : have not I 
sent thee \ And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall 
I save Israel ? behold, my family \» poor in Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my father's house. And the Lord said unto him, 
Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites 
as one man. And he said unto him, If now I have found grace 
in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me. 
Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring 
forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will 
tarry until thou come again. 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened 
cakes of an ephah of flour : the flesh he put in a basket, and he 
put the broth in a pot, and brought \l out unto him under the 
oak, and presented \i. And the angel of God said unto him, 
Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon 
this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. Then the 
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angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that uxu in his 
hand, and touched the Hesh and tlie unleavetiwl cakes ; and 
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and 
the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out 
of his sight. 

And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the 
Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Ijord God ! for becatise I have seen 
an angel of the Lord face to face. And the Lord said unto him, 
Peace l/e unto thee ; fear not : thou sliak not die. Tlien Gideon 
built an altar there unto the Lord, and eallwJ it Jchovah-shalotu :; 
unto this day it i» yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ozritea. 

And it came to pasjj the same night, that the Lord said unto 
him, Take thy father's young bulluck, even the second bullock 
of seven years old, and throw duwii the altar of Baal that thy 
father bath, and cut down the grove that is by it : and build 
an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in 
the ordered place, and take the second bulkick, and offer a burnt 
sacrifice with the wood of the grove which tbou .shalt cut down. 
Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the Lord 
had said unto him : and so it was, because he feared his father's 
household, and the men of the city, that he could not do it by 
day, that he did it by night. 

And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, be- 
hold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut 
down that u'tu by it, and the s«^(md bullock was offered upon 
the altar that tvcui built. And they said one to another, Who 
hath done this thing 1 And when they enquired and a.sked, they 
said, Gideon the son of Joash hath d(Kne this thing. Then the 
men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may 
die : because he hath cast down the altar of Raal, and because 
he hath cut down the grove that«yi« by it. And Joa.sh said unto 
all that stood against him. Will ye plead for Baal ? will ye save 
him i he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst 
it is yet morning ; if he he a god, let him plead for himself, be- 
canse one hath cast down hia altar. Therefore on that day he 
called him Jerubbaal, saying. Let Baal plead against him, because 
he hath thrown down his altar. 

Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children 
of the east were gathered together, anil went over, and pitched 
in the valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Gideon, and ho blew a trumpet ; and Abi-ezer was gathered after 
him. And he sent messengers throughout all Manosseh ; who 
also was gathered after him : and he sent messengers unto 
Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came 
up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine 
hand, as thou liast said, Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in 
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the floor ; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry 
upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said. And it was so : for he 
rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and 
wringtxl the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. ^Vnd 
Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, 
and I will speak but this once : let me prove, I pray thee, but 
this once with the fleece ; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, 
and upon all the ground let there be dew. And God did so that 
night : for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on 
all the ground. 

7 THEN Jcnibbaol, who is Gideon, and all the people that 
were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of 
Harod i so that the host of the Midianites were on the north 
side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. And the Lord 
said unto Gideon, The people that arc with thee are too many 
for me to give the Midianiiea int»j their hands, lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. 
Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying. 
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from mount Gilcatl. And there returned of the people twenty 
and two thousand ; and there remained ten thousand. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; 
bring tliem down unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there : and it shall bo, that of whom I say unto tlioe, This shall go 
with thee^ the same shall go with thee ; and of whomsoever I say 
unto thee. This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 80 
he brought down the people unto the water : and the Lord said 
unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, 
as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every 
one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the number 
of them that lapped, pulling their hand to their mouth, were 
three hundred men : but all the rest of the people bowed down 
upon their knees to drink water. And tti^ Lord said unto 
Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, 
and deliver the Midianites into thine hand : and let all the 
other people go every man unto hid place. So the people took 
victuals in their hand, and their trumpets : and he sent all the 
rent of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three 
hundred men : and the host of Midian was beneath him in the 
valley. 

And it come to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto 
him, Arise, get thee down unto the host ; for I have delivered it 
into thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go thou with 
Pburah thy servant down to the host : and thou shalt hear 
what they say ; and afterward shall thine bands be strengthened 
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to go down unto the host. Tlien went he down with Phurah his 
servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in the 
host. And the Midianites and the Amalekitee and all the 
children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for 
multitude ; and their cameJe ivere without number, as the sand 
by the sea aide for multitude. And when Gideon was come, be- 
holdj tfiere toas a man that told a dre^m unto hia feliow, and 
said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and 
smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 
And his fellow answered and said, This ig nothing else save the 
sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel : /or into his 
band hath God delivered Midiun, and all the host. 

And it wa.s so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, tliat he worshipped, and returned 
intti the lioat of Isi-ael, and said, Arise; for the Lord hath 
deHvered into your hand the host of Midian. And he divided 
the three hundred men inlo three companies, and he put a 
trumpet in every man's hand, w^ith empty pitchei-s, and lamps 
within the pitchers. And be said unto them, Look on nio, and 
do likewise : and, behold, when I come to the outside of the 
camp, it shall be Ihut, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow 
with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the 
trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, 2'he gtcord 
of the Lord, and of Gideon. 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that vxre with him, came 
unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle 
watch ; and they had but newly set the wat^h ; and they blew 
the trumpet*, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 
And the three coujpanies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trum- 
pets in their right hanrls to blow vit/ial : and they cried, The 
sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. And they stood every 
man in his place round about the camp : and all the host 
ran, and cried, and tied. And the three hundred blew the 
trumpets, and the Lord set eveiy man's sword against hia 
fellow, even throughout all the hast : and the host fled to Beth- 
shittuh in Zererath, and to the border of Abcl-meholah, unto 
Tabbuth. 

And the men of Israel gathered thenjselves together out of 
Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued 
after the Midianites. And Gideon sent messengers throughout 
all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, 
and take l)efore them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and 
took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. And they took 
two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew 
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Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress 
of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the he>acU of Oreb and 
Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan. 



Jotham and 
the Parable 
of the Trees 

IX. 7-21 



The Parable of the Treei. — This is a sample of Uu popular fablt {nich at ux 
find in tarly lioman kistory, e. g. The ftMt of the Belly Mid the memben), 
not at all eomnuin in Hebrew literature. Cf., however, 2 Kings xiv. 
6, Story of the thiM* and the cedar. Jotham, ton of Qidton, after all his 
brrethreit had b*m killed by AUmeleeh, sarcastieaUy compares the vpstari 
U) the thorn. 

9 AND when they told it to Jotham, he went and Htood in the 
top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said 
unto them. Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, 
that God may hearken unto you. The trees went 
fortli on a time to anoint a king over them ; and 
they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us. 
But the olive tree said unto them. Should I leave 
my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go 
to be promoted over the trees 1 And the trees said to the fig tree, 
Come thou, and reign over us. But the fig tree said unto them. 
Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be 
promoted over the trees? Then sard the ti-ees unto the vine. 
Come thou, attd reign over us. And the vine said unto them, 
Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to 
be promoted over the trees? Then said all the trees unto the 
bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. And the bramble said 
unto the trees. If in truth ye anoint me king over j'ou, <A«r»come 
and put your trust in my shadow : and if not, let fii-e come out 
of the bramble, and devour the ce<lara of Lebanon. 

Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye 
have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with 
Jenibbaal and his house, and have done unto him according to 
the deserving of his hands ; (for my father fought for you, and 
adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the hand of 
Midian : and ye are risen up against my father's houae this day, 
and have slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon one 
stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king 
over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother ;) if ye then 
have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house 
this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in 
you : but if not, let firo come out from Abimelech, and devour 
the men of Shechem, and the house of Millo ; and Irt lire come 
out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of Miilo, and 
devour Abimelech. 

And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt 
there, for fear of Abimelech hia brother. 
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Jephthah. — Jcphthah i* of fitrtstr disfioitition, than Gideon, but equally rt tiff ious. 
A'o angfl ittter/erea as in Abraham's com, to prevmt Aim from killing hia 
oien child. Cf. Agamemnon slaughtfrin(j Ifihiyencia, but Uu actual tacrifiee 
is not told by the Hebrew writer. 

1 1 THEN tbo Spirit of the Lord caiue upon Jephthah, and he 

passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed 

Jephtnan s over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead 

XI 29-40 '^^ passed over unto the children of Amnion. 

And Jcplitliah vowe^i a vow unto the Lord, 
and said, If thou Hhnlt without fail deliver the iliildnin of 
Ammon into mine hands, then it shall he, that whatnoever cometh 
forth of the doors uf my house to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, Rhall surely be the LoRD'a, 
and I will offer it up for a burnt oflering. 

So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight 
against them ; and the Loitu delivered them into his hands. And 
he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, «?•«« 
twenty cities, and unt-o the plain of the vineyanJs, with a very 
great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued 
before t!ie children of Israel. 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, 
his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with 
dances : and she u-aii h'ui only child ; beside her he liad neither 
son nor daughter. And it came to pa.ss, when he saw her, that 
he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast 
brought mo very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me : 
for I have oj>ened my imjutli unto the IjORD, and I cannot go 
back. And she said unto him, My father, t/'thou hast opened thy 
mouth unto the Lonn, do to me according to that which hatn 
proceeded out of thy mouth ; forasmuch as the I^>kd hath taken 
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of 
Ammon. And she said unto her father, I^et this thing be done 
for me : let me alone two months, tfiat I may go up and down 
upon the mountains, and Ix'waU my viryinitj', I and my fellows. 
And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two months: 
and she went with her companions, and bewailed h«-r virginity 
upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the end of two 
months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her 
accordiiig to his vow wliieh he had vowed : and she knew 
no man. 

And it was a custom in iHrael, that the daug^hters of Israel 
went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite 
four days in a year. 



of Samson 
XIII.-XVI. 



Sanuon.— 5'am«m %» very ttnlike a Hebraic hero. He U franily tum-nuyntl 
and hui name probably means "Sun's vian." The eity Brth-ahenush, 
"Abode of the Sun," iras dote to fits hirlhplacf. Perhaju his »Cory irns 
(o&m owr from Canaanite tradition. It has iieat suggeOecl that he it a 

18 AKD the children of Israe) di<l evil ugain in the sight of 
the Lord ; and the Lord delivered them into the hand of tho 
Philistines forty years. 

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the 
Danites, whose name loas Manoah ; and his \rife tva$ barren, and 
bare not. And the angel of tho IjOHd appeared 

I unto the M'oman, and said unto her, Behold now, ^j^? Story 
thou art barren, and bearest not : but thou shalt 
conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, 
I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not 
any unclean thing : for, lo, thou shalt conceive, and boar a son ; 

kaod no razor nhall coiiio on hiy head : for the child shall be a 
Kazarite unto Ood from llie womb : and he shall begin to deliver 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 

Then tho woman came and told hc^r husiband, saying, A man 
of God came unto me, and his countenance wou like the 
count«nance of an angel of God, very terrible ; but I asked hira 
not whence he ua«^ neither told he me Ids name : but he said 
unto nie, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son ; and now 
drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thiny ; 
for tho child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to tho 
day of his death. 

Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the 
man of God which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach 
US what wo shall do unto the child that shall be born. And Got! 

' hearkened to the voice of Manoah ; and tho angel of God came 
again unto the woman as she sat in the field : but Manoah her 
husband uas not with her. And the woman made haste, and 
ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, tho 
man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. 
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the 
man, and said unto him, Art thou tlie man that spakest unto the 
woman T And he said, I am. And Manoah said. Now let thy 
words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how 
shall we do unto him? And the angel of tho Lord said unto 
Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman let Iter beware. She 
may not eat of any thlntj that cometli of the vine, neither let her 
drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing ; all that 
I commandetl her let her observe. 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I pray thee, let 

K 
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us detain thee, until we shol! have made ready a kid for thee. 
And the angel of the Lord said unto Maiioah, Though thou 
detain me, I will not eat of thy brwul : and if thou wilt offer a 
burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord, For Manoah 
knew not that he teas an angel of the Lord. And Manoah said 
unto the angel of the Lord^ What i# thy name, that when thy 
sayings come to pass we may do thee honour ? And the ange! of 
the Lord aaid unto him, Wliy askest thou thus after my name, 
seeing it is secret] So Manoah took a kid with a mca.t offering, 
and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord : and the angel did 
wonderously ; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came 
to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the 
attar, that the angel of the IjORD ascended in the flame of the 
altar. And Manoah and hia wife looked on il, and fell on their 
faces to the ground. But the angel of the Lord did no more 
appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he 
tvas an angel of the Lord. 

And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because 
we have seen God. But his wife said unto him, If the Lord 
were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt 
offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither woukl he have 
shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time have told us 
such things as these. 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson : and 
the child grew, and the LoBD blessed him. And tlie Spirit of 
the Lord began to move him at times in the camp uf Dan 
between Zorah and Esthaol. 

14 AND Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in 
Timnath of the daughters of tlie Philistines. And he came up, 
and told hia fatlier and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman 
in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines ; now therefore get 
her for me to wife. Then hia father and his mother said unto 
hira, Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy 
brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife 
of the uncircumcised Philistines! And Samson said unto his 
father, Get her for me ; for slie pleaaeth me well. But his father 
and his mother knew not that it was of the Lord, that he sought 
an occasion against the Philistines : for at that time the Philis- 
tines had dominion over Israel. 

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to 
Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath : and, behold, a 
young lion roared against him. And the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent 
a kid, and he had nothing in his hand : but he told not his father 
or his mother what he had done. And he went down, and talked 
with the woman ; and she pleased Samson well. And after a 
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time he returued to take licr, aud be turned aside to see the car- 
case of the lion : and, behold, thrre was a swarm of bees and 
lioney in the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in his 
bands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, 
and he gave them, and thoy did eat : but he told not them that 
he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion. 

So his father went down unto the woman : and Samson made 
there a feast ; for so used the young men to do. And it came to 
pass, when they saw him, that they brouglit thirty companions to 
be with him. And Samson said unto tUeni, I will now put forth 
a riddle unto you : if ye can certainly declare it me within the 
aeven days of the feast, and find it out, then T will give you thirty 
sheets and thirty change of garments : but if ye cannot declare tt 
me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of gar- 
ments. And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we 
may hear it. And he said unto them, 

Out of tlie eater c<ame forth meat, | and out of the strong came 
fortli sweetness. | 

And they coutd not in three days expound the riddle. And it 
came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's 
wife, Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, 
lest we bum thee and thy father's house with fire : have ye called 
as to take that we have 1 is il not so ? And Samson's wife wept 
before him, and siiid, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not : 
thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and 
hast not tolfl it me. And ho said unto her, Behold, I have not 
told it my father nor my mother, and sha]) I tell it theel And 
she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted : 
and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because 
she lay aore upon him ; and she told the riddle to the children of 
her people. And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh 
day before the sun went down, 

What it sweeter than honey t | and what is stronger than n 
lion ? I 

And he said unto them. If ye had not plowed with my heifer, 
ye had not fotmd out my riddle. And the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty 
men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments 
unto them which expounded the riddle. 

And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's 
house. But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he 
had used as his friend. 



1 5 BUT it came to pass within a while after, in the time of 
wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid ; and he 
said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her father 
would not suffer him to go in. And her father said, I verily 
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thought that tliou hadst uttcily liatcd her ; therefore I gave her 
to thy companion : is not her younger sister fairer than she ? take 
her, I pray thee, instead of her. 

And Hamson said concerning them, Now shall I Ije more 
blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a cILspleasure. 
And Samson went and caught tliree hundred foxes, and took 
firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the 
raidst between two tails. And when ho had set the- brands on 
fire, he let Ihetn go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and 
burnt up both the shockw, and also the standing corn, with the 
vineyards and olives. Then the Philistines said, Who hath done 
this ? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of the 
Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his 
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and 
her father with fire. 

And Samson said unto them, Tliough yo have done this, yet 
wiil I be avenged of you, and aft«r that I will cease. And he 
smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter : and he went 
down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam. 

Then the Philintinea went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread 
themselves in Lehi. And tlio men of Judah said. Why are ye 
come up against \in1 And they answerer 1, To bind Samson are 
we come up, to do to him as he hath dono to us. Then three 
lhou.sand men of Judali went to the top of the rock Etam, and 
said to Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines am rulers 
over us i what is this that thou hast done unto us ? And ho said 
unto them. As they did unto mo, so have I done unto them. 
And they said unto hhn, We arc come down to bind thee, that 
we may deliver thee into the hand of tlio Philistinps, And 
Samson said mito them. Swear unto me, that yo will not fall 
upon me youi-selves. And they spake unto him, saying, Noj 
but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand : but 
surely we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two 
new cords, and brought him up from the rock. 

A7id when he came unto Lehi, tlie Philistines sliouted against 
him : and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and 
the cords that were upon hln arms became as flax that was burnt 
with fii-e, and his bands looHed from off his hands. And ho 
found a new jawbone of an as.s, and put forth his hand, and took 
it, and slew a thousand men therewith. And Samson said, 

With the jawbone of an asa, heaps upon heaps, | with the jaw 
of an ass have I slain a thousand men. | 

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, 
thot he cast away the jawl>one out of his hand, and called that 
place Ramath-lehi. 

And he was sore athii-st, and called on the Lord, and said, 
Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of thj 
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servant : and now Hhall I die for thirst, and fall into tho hand of 

the uncircumcised 1 But God clave an hollow place that wci in 

tho jaw, and there came water tliei-eout ; and when he had 

drank, his spirit came again, and he revived : wherefore lie 

called the name thereof En-hokkore, which is in Lelii unto this 

day. 

. And ho judged Israel in tho days of tho Philistines twenty yearu. 
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ison to liozH, and mw ilierc an liari 
in unto her. Ami il teas told tho Gazites, naying, 
is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid 
wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all 
the night, saying, In the morning, when it is day, we s!ia!l kill 
him. And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and 
took the doors of the gate of tho city, and the two p<jst*(, and 
went away with them, bar and alt, and put them upon his 
shoulders, and carried them up to the t«jp of an hill that is 
before Hebron. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he Iovc<l a woman in tho 
valley of Sorek, whose name irmt Delilali. And the lords of the 
Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and 
see wherein his giwit strength lielh, and by what means we may 
prevail against him, that we may bind hinn t-o afflict him : and 
we will give tiiee every one of us eleven hundred jiieccs of silver. 

And iJelilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy 
great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to 
afflict thee. And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with 
8e^'en green withs that were never drie*l, then shall I be weak, 
and be as another man. Then tho lords of the Philistines brought 
up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she 
bound him with tliem. Now Utere icerc men lying in M'ait, 
abiding with her in the chamber. An<\ she said unto him. The 
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a 
thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength 
was not known. 

.<\jad Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, 
and told me lies : now tell me, I pray thco, wherewith thou 
mightest Ijo bound. And he said unto her. If they bind mc fast 
with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, 
and \ye as another man. Delilah therefore took new rrjpes, and 
bound hinj there^vith, and said unto him, Tlie Philistines i« 
upon thee, Samson. And then- uvre Hers in wait abiding in the 
chamber. And he brake them from oflF his arms like a thread. 

.\nd Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked 
me, and totd mo lies : tell me wherewith thou mightest lie bound. 
And he said unto her. If thou weavest the seven locks of my 
head with the web. Aiid she fastened il with the pin, and said 
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mito him. The PhilistineB be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked 
out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and 
with the web. 

And slie said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when 
thine heart ia not with mo ? thou hast mocked mc these three 
times, and liaat not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. 
And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her wortls, 
and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death ; that lie 
told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not como a 
razor upon mine head ; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from 
my mother's womb : if I be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man. 

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she 
sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, sapng, Come up 
thia once, for he hatli shewed me all his heart, Then the lords 
of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money ui their 
liand. And she made him sleep upon her knees ; and she called 
for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his 
head; and she began to afflict liini, and his strength went from 
him. And she said. The Philistines be upon thee, Hamson, And 
ho awoke out of his sleep, and said, T will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself. And he wist not tliat the Loud 
was departed from him. But the PJiilistines took him, and put 
out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound hiai 
with fetters of bra^s; and he did grind in the prison house. 
Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was 
Hhaven. 

Then the lords of the Pliilistines gathered them together for to 
offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice : for 
they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our 
hand, jind when the people saw him, thoy praised their god : 
for they said. Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, 
and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. And 
it came to pass, when their hearts were luerrj', that they said, 
Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called 
for Samson out of the prison house ; and he made them sport : 
and they set him i>etween the pillars, .I'Lnd Samson said unto 
the lad that held him by the hand, Sufier me that I may feel 
the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon 
them. Now the house was full of men and women ; and all the 
lords of the Philistines toere there ; and there were upon the roof 
about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson 
made sport. And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God, romeml>er me, 1 pray thee, anrl strengthen me, I pray 
thee, only this once, O G(xl, that 1 may be at once avenged of 
the Philistines for luy two eyes. And Samson took hold of tho 
two middle pillars upon whigh the hoose stood, and on which it 
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was borne np, of the one with his right hand, and of the other 
with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. 
And he bowed himself with all hia might; and the house fell 
upon the lords, and upon all the people that toert therein. So 
the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which 
he slew in his Ufe. 

Then his brethren and all the house of his &ther came down, 
and took him, and brought Attn up, and buried him between 
Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his father. 
And he judged Israel twenty years. 
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Kutb. — A pantoral idijU of Ih- MoahikM JinJh — liir. tfw similnr hiMniij of 
Snmiul'x ijifulh. Tlix LXXami Hit: VitlipUr pJucr l/u- l>ook Micrcn Jntlgcn 
and Samuel, II belong* lo Uu: poA-txUic iieriod, probably. Perhaps as bUe 
ns 444 B.C. 

1 NOW it came to pass in the days wheu the judges ruled, 
that there was a famine iu the land. And a certain man of 
Bctli-lohem-judah went to snjoum in the country of Moab, he, 
and his wife, and his two sons. And tlio name of tlie man icaa 
Elimolcch, and the name of his wife Naomi, and tlie name of 
his two 8onH Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-leheni- 
judah. And they came into the country of Mojib, and continued 
there. 

And Elimolech Naonii'a husliand died ; and she wa« left, and 
IicT two sons. And they took them wiveH of the women of 
filoab ; the name of the one u-as Orpah, and the name of the 
other Uuth : and they dwelled there about ten years. And 
Mahlon and Cliilion died also both of them ; atirl the woman 
wa8 left of her two sons and her husband. 

Then she aro.sc with her daughters in law, tliat r^lie niiglit 
return from the country of Mwvb : for she had beard in tiie 
country of Moab how that the Lijku liad visiled his people in 
giving them bi-ead. Wherefore she went forth out of the place 
where she was, and her two daughters iu law with her ; and 
they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah. And 
Naomi said unto her two dauglitei-n in law, Go, return each to 
her mother'^ houw ; the Loud deal kindly with you, a-s ye have 
dealt witli the dead, and with me. 'The Loud grant you tluit yo 
may find rest, each of yon in the house of her husband. ITien she 
kissed them ; ami they lifted up their voice, and wept. And they 
»aid unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. 

And Naomi said. Turn again, my daugliters : why will ye go 
with me? ara there yet anymore sons in my womb, that ihey 
may be your husbanda ? Turn again, my Llaughtera, go your 
way ; for T am too old to have an hu-sband. If I should «ay, 
I have hope, if I sliould have an husband also t-o niglit, and 
should also bear sons ; would yo ta.ny for Lhem till they were 
grown 1 would ye stay for them from having huaband.s J nay, 
my daughter.? ; for it gi'ieveth lue much for your sakes that the 
hand of tlie Lord ih gone out against me. And they lifted up 
their voice, and wept again : and Orpah kijjsed her mother in 
law ; but Ruth clave unto her. 

And she »aid, Behold, thy si.<iter in law ia gone back unto her 
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people, and unto her gods : return thou after thy «ister in law. 
And Ruth said, Intreat me not tu leuvo thee, or to return from 
following after thee : for whither thou goest, T will go ; and 
where tliou lodgeat, T will lodge : thy people sfudl b<i my people, 
and thy God my God : wliere tlioti diest, will I die, and there 
will I be buried : tlie Loud do so to me, and more also, if ought 
but dentil part thee au<l nic. When she .snw that she was 
st^dfaatly njinde<J to go with her, then hIip left spea.king unto her. 

So they two went until they CHnic to Beth lehem, And it 
came to pass, when the}' were come to Bethlehem, that all the 
city was moved about them, and they Haid, In this Naomi 1 And 
she tMiid unt^) them. Call ine not Naomi, c«ll me Mara : for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with mo. I went out full, 
and the Loud hath brought me home again empty : why tk':n 
call ye me Naomi, seeing the LoiU) hath testified against me, and 
the Almighty hath alHicted me ? 

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite«s, her duugliter in 
law, with hor, which returned out of the country of Moab : and 
they camo to Bethlehem in the Ix^ginuing of barley harvest. 

2 AND Naomi had a kinsman of her husiband's, a mighty man 
of wealth, of the family of Elimolech ; and his name uas Boaz. 
And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to 
the field, and glean cars of eorn after him in whose sight I shall 
find grace. And she 8iii<l unto her, Go, my daughter. And she 
went, and came, and gleaned in the field after iTie reapers : and 
her hap was to liglit on a part of the field belougiivj unto Boaz, 
who teas of the kindi-efl of Elimelech. 

And, behold, Boaz camo from Bethlehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The Lord be with you. And they answered him, The 
Lord bless thee. Then siiid Boa/ unto his servant that was 
set over the reapers, Whose damsel i» this ? And the servant 
that was set over the reapers answered and said. It is the 
Moabitish damsel that came back with Na<jmi out of the country 
of Moab : and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after 
the reapers among the sheaves : ho she came, and hath continued 
even from the morning luitil now, that slie tarried a little in the 
house. 

Tlien said Boaz imto Ruth, Uearest thou not, my daughter ? 
Go not to glean in another field, neither go fi-om hence, but abide 
here fast by tny maidens : lei thine eyes be on the field that they 
do reap, and go thou after tliem : have I not charged the young 
men that they shall not touch thee ? and when thou art athirst, 
go unto the vessels, and drink of thnt which the young men have 
drawn. Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the 
ground, and said unto hini, Why have I found grace in tlilue 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, sooing I tun a 
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stranger 1 And Booz answered and said unto her, It hatli fuUy 
been shewed me, all that tbou hast done unto thy mother in law 
since tho death of thine husband : and how thuu hast left thy 
father and thy mother, and tho land of thy nativity, and art 
come unto a people which thou knewest not lieretofore. The 
Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of 
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to 
trust. Then she said. Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord ; 
for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken 
friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of 
thine handmaidens. And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come 
thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the 
vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers : and he reached her 
parched com, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left. 

And wheu she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and 
reproach her not : and let fall also so7ne of thehandfulsof purpose 
for her, and leave (Jiem, that she may glean tkein, and rebuke her 
not. So she gleaned in the field until even, and boat out that 
she had gleaned : and it was about an ephah of barley. And 
she look t( up, and went into the city : and her mother in law 
saw what she had gleaned : and she brought fortli, and gave to 
her that she had reserved after she was sutKced. 

And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned 
to day ] and where wroughte«t thou ? blessed be he that did take 
knowledge of thee. And she shewed her motJier in law with 
whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I 
Mnrought to day w Boaz. And Naomi wiid unto liei- daughter in 
law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his kindness 
to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The 
man in near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. And 
Rutli the Moabitcss said, lie Kiid unto me also, Thou shalt 
keep fast by my young men, until tliey have ended all my harvest. 
And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It w good, my 
daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet 
thee not in any other field. So she kept fast by the maidens of 
Boaz to glean uuto the end of l>arley harvest and of whe^t 
harvest ; and dwelt with her mother in law. 

3 THEN Naomi her mother in law said unto her. My daughter, 
shall I not seek rest for tliee, that it may be well with theet 
And now i* not Boax of our kindred, with whose maidens thou 
wast 1 Behold, ho winnowoth barley to night in the threshingfloor, 
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment 
upon thee, and get thee down to the floor : but make not thyself 
known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and 
drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shall 
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mark the place wliero he Bhall lie, and thou shalfc go in, and 
uncover his feet, and lay thee down ; and he will tell thee what 
tliou shalt do. And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto 
me I will do. 

And she went do^vii unto the floor, and did according to all 
that her mother in law bade her. And when Boaz had eaten 
and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the 
end of the heap of corn : and she came softly, and uncovered hia 
feet, and laid her down. And it came to pass at midnight, that 
the man was afraid, and turned himself : and, behold, a woman 
lay at his feet. And he saidj Who art thon? And she 
answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid : spread therefore thy 
skirt over thine handmaid : for thou art a near kinsman. And 
he said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter : for thou 
hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the begin- 
ning, inasnmch as thou foUowedst not young men, whether poor 
or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not ; I will do to thee all 
that thou requircst : for all the city of my people doth know 
that thou art a Wrtuous woman. And now it is true that I am 
thy npar kinsman : howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 
Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will 
perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well ; let him do the 
kinsman's part : but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to 
thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, aa the Lord 
liveth : lie down until the morning. 

And she lay at his feet until the morning : and she rose up 
before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be 
known that a woman came into the floor. Also lie said, Bring 
the vail that thou host upon thee, and hold it. And when she 
held it, he measured six meaanrea of barley, and laid it on her : 
and she went into the city. 

And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art 
thou, my daughter ? And she told her all that the man had done 
to her. And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me ; 
for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy motlier in law. Then 
said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter 
will fall : for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished 
the thing this day. 

4 THEN went Bouz up to the gate, and sat liim down there : 
and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by ; unto 
whom he said, Ho, such a one ! tuni aside, sit down here. And 
he turned aside, and sat down. And he took ten men of the 
elders of the city, and said. Sit ye down here. And they sat 
down. And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come 
again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which 
uxu our brother Elimelech's : and I thought to advertise thee, 
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8a3riag, Buy it before the inhabitants, and Iwfore the elders of 
my people. If thou wilt redeem it., redeem ii : but if thou wilt 
not redeem it, then t«ll me, that I may know : for iMre in none 
to redeem it beside thee ; and I am after thee. And he said, I 
will i-edeeni il. Then Kfvid Boaz, AV'hat day thou bayest the 
field of the hand of Namiii, thou must buy it also of Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of the th'ad, tu raise up the name of the deadi 
upon his iniieritauce. And the kiusuiau said, I cannot redeem 
it for myself, Ie«t 1 mar niiiio own inheritance : i-edeem thou my 
right to thyself ; fur I cannot redeem i(. Now this tvas tha 
manlier in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and 
concerning changing, for to confirm all things ; a man plucked 
off his shoe, and gave it to his neighlmur : and this ivas a 
tcatimony in Isi-ael. Therefore tho kiiiaman said unto Boaz, Buy 
it for thee. fSo he drew off his shoe. 

And Boaz said unto the elders, and iiiit(j all tlie {x;ople, Ye ara 
witneHaes this day, that I have bought all that rtni^ Elinmlech's, 
and all that u-aa Chiliou'a. and Mahlou';*, of the haiul of Naomi. 
Moreover Kutli the Moabitess, the wife of Jlaldou, have I 
purchased to 1k3 my wife, to raise up the name of the de.-w] upon 
his inheritance, that tine name of the dead l>e not cut off from 
among his brethren, and from the gate of hi.s place : ye are 
witnesses tiiis day. .\.nd all the people that were in tlie gate, 
and the elders, said, ]Ve arc witneHses. Tho Lono make the 
woman that is come into thine houw like Rachel and like L<jali, 
which two did build the house of Israel : and do thou M-orthily 
in Ephratali, and be famous in Beth-lehcui ; and let thy house be 
like the house of Piiarez, whom Tamar bare unt« Judah, of the 
seed which the Lord shall give thee of this young woman. 

Ho Boaz took Ruth, and .she was his wife : and when he went 
in unto her, the LoiiO gave her conception, and she bare a son. 
And the women .said uut<i Niwnni, lJlesse<] 6« the TjOud, which 
liatli Dot left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name 
may Ije famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer 
of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age : for thy daugliter in 
law, wlucli lo^eth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, 
hath born him. And Naomi took the c!iil<], and laid it in her 
bosom, and became nurao unto it. And the women her noigh- 
bours gave it a name, saying, There is a sou born to Naomi ; and 
they called his name Obed : he w tho father of Jesse, tlie father 
of David. 

Now these are the generations of Pliaroj', ; Pliarez begat 
Hezron, and Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amniinadab, and 
Amminadab Isegat Nahshon, and Nahshon Iwgat Salmon, and 
Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse, 
and Jesse begat David. 
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1 SAMUEL 



I. and n. Bftmnel.— TVk- Books of Samuel are haard principally on J. Bui a 
ittlactor rtr compiUr's hand hax bcra biutj; on thrm. Both J. and E. art 
drawn, upon, h>U after lh< ifraifi of Suul, E. sitdd<nJy disappeari. 

Probably, /iOtPcvcr, Ihf stale of nffuirs is more eoinpUentotl than this 
brief sltttemcnt irouhl imply. Variotis hintorira seem to hare exixteil. 

(1) A kiMory of the Ark; very fnujaxentary, 

(2) A history of the iiutitittion of iitonarehy, 

(3) The iiieiiwirit of Ikivitfn cuiirf, irry fnV, See tqKciaUy 2 Sam. 
ix.-TX. 

All iJtex three may he dated 950-920 B.c. 

(4) A Bioaraphy of Samiul the Prophet (630 B.C.). 

(5) A Deulerwutmie veritioii, very likely rtuliiiijfrom the. laUtrhalf of the 
emie, the ehartulerL^ic if ichieh if IhitI it ircjiirtU moiuxrvhy ns a lapse 
/rotn tltt iiriifiiuillfl lirsiijii'd Tlif'tK raey of hracJ. 

A finitl pfint-Di-Hlfronoiiiie e/lili'.m would come nittek later. 

l%e Bookt qf Samuel may 7w divideil into four parts : 
(i) 1 Sam. i.-xiv. Saimul atui Saul. 
(li) 1 Sam. XV. -2 Sam. nii. Stiul and David. 
(Hi) 2 Sam. ix.-xx. The Court vfVtnitl. 
(iv) 2 Sam. sxL-xxiv. Appemlix, 

» rtrinfd by llir Ht-ulrrouoitiie writer, the nrujin/d necOHUt of the kiltgsliip it 
larffeJy aJt/treil. Tliua in ehnp. viiL fgmrl is luippy under a Theoeifiey 
and the demand for a king is a rebellion etgainst Juhveh, their true king 
(xii.-12). Bui in ehnp. ix. Isivel m aj/liiieil by the Philintine* and t/u 
iiiowtrehy is tijtpeireHtlij (rod'n rjiiuioiis ijijt In his jieojilr. In Hie Dt-euiul 
rieir Suinuel i» uidy ii coiapanitirrlij uhf-nre se^r in a country villuQe 
(ll. B J[f.), wherifttM in the first cieie Samuel is the }iulije uf all I»nul, th« 
ininiiter of Jnhreh's Theocracy (chap, yii., viii. and is.), Tltwi %M 
hav* : — 

(D.) ffosliktothe monarehy, viiL 1-22, x. 17-24. xii. 1-26. 

(M.) Favourable to monarchy, ix., x. 1-16, xi. l-ll. 

Thoiiijh J), is the Di-uicruHOinic vention, anil i/vu rei'oninitndeil to Jeieith 
reaiUrs, iJus oilier version is llu- uunv truMworlhy and the oMrr. 

D. is praeliailly E, reicriltem ami comhineii >rith a life of Sumttel, 
tekerens tite more primitive riersion- may In- called J., including a history cf 
the Ark and the annals of David's court. 

2 Sam. ix. -XX. is pnicllcolly n literary unit, a brillianl picture of early 
mnnnrrhy, voriltrn quite early cither by the family of Ahiathar (1 Sam. 
xxii. 20) \l)te suppomtiivi of Diihm and Budde] ur by Ahivianz, the sm lif 
Zadok, who appears in Absalom's rebellion [the hypi.ithcsis of Klostermann\. 

tree tlud DavitPs vmynanimity to Saul is Iv/iee reeonled, 1 Sam. xxiiL 19 — 
nir. 22, and 1 Sam, xxvi. Perhaja llu second aceount is the more trust- 
vnrlliy, but IliJ-y are dearly doubles (like Abniham's dec<ption iis to kii 
urife .Sarn/i, xcliom lie turice represents as his sister). 

8 AND the child .Samuel ministered unto the Lord before 
Eli. And the word of tho Ix)Rr) was precious in those days; 
th«r« vxu no open vision. Ami it camt' to juiss at that time, 
vhen Eli u-as laid doM-n in his place, and his eyes began to wax 
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The Call of 
Samuel 

in. 1-10 



diiu, (hat he could not see ; and ere the lu,mp of GoU went out 
in the toniple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
KVM, and Samuel waa laid down to deep ; that the 
Lord called Samuel : and he auswei-ed, Here am 
I. And he ran unto Eli, and said. Here am 
I ; for thou calledst me. And he said, I caliod not ; lie down 
again. And he went and lay down. And the LoKl> called yet 
again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and wont to Eli, and said, 
Here am I ; for thou didst ca.ll me. And he answered, I called 
not, my son ; lie down again. Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, neither was the word of the Lohd yet revealed unto 
him. And the Lord called Samuel again the tliird time. And he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I : for thou didst call 
mo. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child. 
Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down : and it shall be, 
if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Loud ; for thy servant 
heareth. So Samue! went and lay down in his place. And the 
Lord came, and stood, and called as at otlier times, Samuel, 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak ; for thy servant 
heareth. 

And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle. In that day I will pei-form against Eli all (kings which 
I Lave spoken concerning his house : when I begin, I will also 
make an end. For I have told him tliat I will judge his 
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth ; because his 
sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And 
therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity 
of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for 
ever. 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of 
the house of the IjORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the 
vision. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And 
he answered, Here n??i I. And he said. What is the thing that 
ihe Lord hath said unto tlieel I pray tlioe hide it not fi'ora me : 
God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide ant/ thing from 
me of all the things that he said unto thee. And Samuel told 
him every whit, and hid notliing from him. And he said. It is 
the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was witii him, and did let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 

4 AND the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to hattle, and 
pitched beside Eben-ezer ; and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. 
And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel .* 
and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 
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Philistines : and tliey slew of the army in the field about four 
thousand men. 

And Mr hen the people were come into the camp, the elders of 
Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lobd sinitten us 
to day before the Pliilistines t Let us fetch the The Takingr 
ark of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh 
unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may 
save us out of the hand of our enemies. So the people sent 
to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of hoats, which dwelleth bettoeen the 
cherubima : and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehaa, were 
there with the ark of the covenant of God. 

And when the ark of the covenant of t!ie Lord came into the 
camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the earth 
rang again. And when the Philistines heard the noise of the 
shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in 
the camp of the Hebrews ? And they understood that the ark of 
the Lord was come into the camp. And the Philistines were 
afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, 
Woe onto us ! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 
Woe unto us ! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these 
mighty Gods 1 these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with 
all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves 
like men, ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the 
Hebrews, eis they have been to you : quit yourselves like men, 
and tight. 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they 
fled every man into his tent : and there was a very gi^eat 
slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 
And the ark of God was taken ; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehaa, were slain. 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came 
to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon 
his head. And when he came, !o, Eli sat upon a seat by the 
wayside watching : for Ids heart trembled for the ark of God. 
And when the man came into the city, and told if, all the city 
cried out. And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, 
What meaneth the noise of this tumult ? And the man came in 
hastily, and told Eli. Noiv Eli was ninety and eight years old ; 
and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. And the man 
said unto Eli, I am ho that came out of the array, and I fled to 
day out of the army. And he said, What is there done, my son f 
And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the 
Plulistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among 
the people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehaa, are dead, 
and the ark of God is taken. And it came to pass, when be 
ma<le mention of the ark of God, that ho fell from off the seat 
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backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he 
died : for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 
Israel forty years, 

8 AND it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made 

his sons judges over Israel. Now the name of 

'^^^f'i^'^S'*'" his fiistbom was Joel ; and tlie name of his 

VIII — T 2 spcond, Abiah : /A«y irere judges in Beer-sheba. 

And hia sons walked not in liis ways, but turned 

aside after lucie, and took bribes, and perverted judgment. 

Tlien all the elders of Israel gathcrefj tliemselves together, and 
came to Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto him, Behold, thou 
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways ; now make us a king 
to judge us like all tlie nations. 

But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a 
king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lohu. And the 
LoHD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in 
all that they say unto thee : for they have not rejected tliee, but 
they have rejected me, that I sliouhl not reign ov-er them. 
Acconling U> all the works which they have clone siuce the day 
that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto tliis day, where- 
with thoy have foi-sakon me, antl scr\oil other gods, so do they 
also unto thee. Now therefore heaikon unto their voice ; how- 
beit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the maniier 
of the king that shall reign over them. 

And Samuel told all the words of tho Lonn unto the people 
that asked of him a king. And ho said, This will Ik; the manner 
of the king that shall reign over you : He will take your sons, 
and appoint theni for himself, for his chariots, and to he his horse- 
men ; and jiam« shall run Iwforc his chariots. And he will appoint 
him captains over thousands, and captains over fiftieji ; anfl will 
set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harv'est, and to make 
his instruments of war, and instruments of Ins chariots. And 
he will take your daughtei-s to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, 
and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your vino- 
yards, and your oHveyards, ci-^n the best of them, and give tfufm 
to his sei-vants. And he will take t!ie tenth of your seo<l, and of 
your vineyards, and give to his otiiccrs, and to his servants. 
And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and 
your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them to hia 
work. He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall Ik: hia 
ser\-ant8. And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king 
which ye shall have chosen you ; and tho Lord will not hear you 
in that day. 

Nevertheless the people refused to obey tlie voice of Samuel ; 
and they said, Nay ; but wo will have a king over us ; that wo 
also may be like all the nations ; and that our king may judge 
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OS, and go out bfsforo us, and fight our battles. And Samuel 
heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the 
ears of the Lord. And tho Lord said to Samuel, Hearken unto 
their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the 
men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 

9 NOW there was a man of Benjamin, whose name teas Kish, 
the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son 
of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. And he had a 
son, whose name teas Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly : 
and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person 
than he : from his shoulders and upward he ivas higher than 
any of the people. 

And the asses of Kish Saul's father were lost. And Kish said 
to Saul his son, Take now one of the servants with thee, and arise, 
go seek the asses. And he pas.<!ed tbroBgh mount Ephraim, 
and passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found them 
not : then they passed through the land of Shalim, and (fiere they 
tvere not : and he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but 
they found them not. An/l when they were come to the land of 
Zupb, Saul .said to his .servant that teas with him, Come, and let 
us return ; lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take 
thought for us. And he said unto him, Behold now, thcra is in 
this city a man of God, and he ia an honourable man ; all that he 
saith cometh surely to pass : now let us go thither ; peradveuture 
he can shew us our way that we should go. Then said Saul to 
his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man ? 
for the breafl is spent in our vessels, and there i$ not a present to 
bring to the man of God : what have we t And the servant 
answered Saul again, and said, Behold, I have here at hand the 
fourth part of a shekel of silver : that will I give to the man of 
Ood, to tell us our way. (Beforetime in Israel, when a man 
went to enquire of God, thus he spake. Come, and let us go 
to the seer : for he thtU w now called a Prophet was before- 
time called a Seei'.) Then said Saul to his servant, Well said ; 
come, let us go. So they went unto the city whei-e the man of 
God tMu. 

And as they went up the hill to the city, they found young 
maidens going out to draw water, and said unto them, Is the 
seer hereT Ajnd they answered them, and said, He is; behold, he 
w before you : make haste now, for he came to day to the city ; 
for th«r« is a sacrifice of the people to day in the high place : as 
Boon as ye be come into the city, ye shall straightway find liim, 
before he go up to the liigh place to eat : for the people wiU nob 
eat until he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice ; and after- 
wards they eat that be bidden. Now therefore get you up ; for 
about this time ye shall fi^nd him. And they went up into the 
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city : and when they were come into the city, behold, Samuel 
came out against them, for to go up to the high place. 

Now the Lord had told Samuel iii his ear a day before Saul 
came, saying, To morrow about this time I will send thee a man 
out of the land of Benjamin, aud thou shalt anoint him to be 
captain over my people Israel, that ho may save my i>eople out 
of the hand of the Philistines : for I have lookefl upon my j^eople, 
because their cry is come unto me. And when Samuel saw Saul, 
the Loftii said unto him, Bcholil the man whom I spake to thee 
of J this same shall reign over my people. 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, anil said, Tell me, 
I pray thee, where tlie seer's house ii. And Samuel answered 
Saul, and said, I am the seer : go up before nie untnj the high 
place ; for ye shall eat with mo to day, aud to morrow I will let 
thee go, and wtU tell thee all that in in thine heart. Aud as for 
thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on 
thom ; for they are found. And on whom in all the desire of 
Israel ? Is it not on tlicc, and on all thy fathei's house ? And 
Saul answered aud said, Am not T a Benjamite, of the smallest 
of the trilj«« of Israel ? and my family the least of all tlie families 
of the triljo of Benjamin 7 wherefore then spejtkest thou .so to me 1 

And Samuel took Saul aud his servant, and brought them into 
the parlour, and nirnle them sit in the chiefeat place among thorn 
that weiB bidden, which toere about thirty pei-sons. And Samuel 
said unto the cook, Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which 
I said unto thee, Set it by thee. And the cook took up the 
shoulder, aud Ifial which tvas upon it, and set it before Saul. 
And Saimtel said, Behold that which is left 1 set it b«foie thee, 
mid eat : for unto this time hath it Ixsen kept for thee since I said, 
I Lave invited the jxiople. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day, 

Aud when they were conio down from the liigh place into the 
city, Sitmucl communed with Saul upon the top of the house. 
Aud they arose early ; and it came to pass about tlio spring of the 
day, that Seunuel called Saul to the top of the house, saying, Up, 
that I may send thee away. Aud Saul arose, and they went out 
both of them, he and Samuel, abmad. 

And cm they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel 
said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed 
on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word 
of God. 

10 THEN Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured ii upon 
his liead, and kissed hiui, and said, h U not bocaust* the Lord 
hath anointed thee tv be captain over his inheritance) When 
thou ai't departed from me to day, tlieu thou sliaU find two 
men by ilachers sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah ; 
and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou wcntest 
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to seek are fuund : and, lo, thy father hath left the care of the 
Mses, and sorroweth for you, saying, '\\1int shall I do for my son 7 

15 SAMUEL also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint 

thee to be king over his people, over Israel : now therefore 

hearken thou unto the \oice of the words of the 

Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I reroeiaber Rejection 

that which Amalek did to Israel, Ikjw he laid n-nit 

for him in the way, when ho came up from 

Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 

they have, and spare them not ; but slay botli roan and woman, 

infant and suckling, ux and sheep, camel and ass. 

And Saul gatlicrwl the people together, and numljered them in 
Telaim, two hutuli-ed thousand footmen, and ten thousand men 
of Judah. And 8aul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait 
in the valley. And 8aul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get 
you down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy yoxi with 
them : fur ye shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when 
they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among 
the Amalekites. And Saul smote the A\malekitos from Havilah 
until tiiou comcst to Shur, that is over against Egj'pt. And he 
took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly doslruyod 
all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and the 
people spared Agag, ami the bc«t of the sheep, and of tlic oxen, 
and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that fi<iii good, and 
would not utterly destroy them : but every thing that teas vile 
and refuse, that they dcjitroyed utterly. 

Then came the woitl of the Lono unto Samuel, saying. It 
repenteth rao that I have set up Saul lo be king : fur lie is turned 
back from following me, and hath not performed my cummand- 
monts. And it grieved Samuel ; and he crietl unto the Loud all 
night. And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, 
it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he 
set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone 
down to Oilgal. 

And Samuel came to Saul : and Saul said unto him, Blessed 
h« thou of the Lord : I have performed the commandment of the 
Loud. And Samuel said, What vicnneth then this bleating of 
the shoep in mine cars, and the lowing of t'le oxen which I hear? 
And Saul said. They have brought them from the Amalekites : 
for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God ; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell 
thee what the Lord hath said to me this night. And he said 
unto him, Say on. 

And Samuel said. When thou wodI little in tliine own sight, 
waitl thou nut mado tlie head of the tiibcsof Israel, and the Lord 
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anointed thee king over Isnvel ? And tlie Lokd sent thee on 
a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the 
j\jnalekites, and fif;ht against them until they be consumed. 
"Wherefore then didst thou not ol)ey the voice of the Lord, but 
didst fly upon the spoil, ami didnt evil in the sight of the LoRot 

And Saul stin\ unto Sannicl, Yea, I have t)beyed the voice of 
the Lord, and liave gone the way which the Loud sent ino, and 
have brought Agay the king of Aiualok, and have utterly 
destroyed the Anialekitea. But the people took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should Fiavc been 
utterly destroyed, to Bucrificc unto the Lono thy God in Oilgal. 

And Hansucl naid, Hath the Lono as //real delight in burnt 
offerings and Kacrifices, as in ubeying the voice of the Lord ? 
Betiold, to ol>ey w better thaii Hacrifice, attd to hearken than the 
fat of rams. For rebellion iii a* the sin of witc'hcruft, and stub- 
bornneaa ix ns iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hjist rejected 
the word of the I*OUD, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king. 

And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned : for I have trans- 
gressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words : because 
I feai-ed the p<:-opIe, and obeyed their voice. Now tlierefore, I 
pray thee, pardon my niti, and turn again with mo, that I may 
woi-ship the IjORB. And tsaniuel said unto Saul, I wilt not return 
with thct^ : foi' thou ha,st rejected the word of the Loud, and the 
Lord hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. And as 
Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon tlie skirt of 
his mantle, and it rent. And S<imuel s;iid unto him, The Loud 
hath rent tlie kingdom of Tsiucl from thee tliis day, and hath 
^ven it to a neighbfmr of thine, that is better than thou. And 
also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent : for he is not 
a man, that he should repent. Then ho said, I have sinned ; t/et 
honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and 
before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the 
Lord thy God. 

So Siimuel turned again after Saul : and Saul -worshipped the 
Lord. 



18 AND the Loud said unto Samuel, Uow long wilt thou 
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over 
Israel ? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send 
The Election ^\^pp ^ j(.jjsc the Bethlobcniite : f..r I have 
provided me a king among his sons, And Samuel 
said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, ho will kill 
me. And the Loud said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am 
come to sacrifice to the Lord. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will shew thee what thou shalt do ; and thou shalt anoint 
unto me him whom I name unto thee. 
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^\jid Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came to 
Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at bis coming, 
and said, Comest thou peticeably T And he said, Peaceably : I am 
come to sacrifice unto the Ix)rd : sanctify yourselves, and come 
with me to the wicriRco. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, 
and called them to the sacrifice. 

And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on 
Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's anointed is before him. But 
the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on 
the height of his stature ; because I have refused him : for ihf. Loud 
seeth not as man soeth ; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord loiketh on the heart. Then Jesse calle<l 
Abinadah, and miule him pass before Samuel. And he said. 
Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah 
to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen thw. 
Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thii children 7 And 
he said, There reinaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, ho keepeth 
the sJieep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him ; 
for wo will not sit down till he come hither. And ho -sent, and 
brought him in. Now he uvw ruddy, and withal of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, 
anoint him : for this in he. Then Samuel took the liom of oil, 
and anointed him in the midst of hia brethren : and the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that day forM'ard. So 
Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

But the Spirit of tlie Lord departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from the Lord troubled him. And Saul's servants said unto 
him, Behold now, an evil spirit from Gofl troubletli thee. I^t 
our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to 
seek out a man, icho is a ctinning player on an harp : and it shall 
come t»i pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he 
shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul said 
unto his servants, Pro\'ide me now a man that can play well, and 
bring him to me. Then answered one of the servants, and said. 
Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cun- 
ning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, 
and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the Ix»ro i'ji 
with him. Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said. 
Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And Jesse 
took an ass ladeH with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and 
sent them by DaWd his son unto Saul. And David came to Saul, 
and stood before him : and he loved him greatly ; and he became 
his ai-mourbearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I 
pray thee, stand before me ; for he hath found favour in my 
ud it come to pass, when the evil spirit from God was 
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upon Saul, that Dand took an harp, and played with his hand : 
so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 



David and 
Goliath 
xvn.— 

XVHI. 5 



Savid and Ooliath. — Tlu story is probably unhidorieal. Observe thai in xvii. 
Dttvi'l i.< if/irfSfiUrd us a youth, irhfiriijt in xvi. 14 tii in a. mnturc wnn (if 
v'ur. Murrorcf in 2 Sam. xxi. 19 Ifur ulnihr n/ (lutinlh ix a IM/iJrhemiU, 
Elftniiiii, Ihf sun. of Jair, .tilil to this tlifil in the ulthd itirtk vri;nim, 
abuiit thirlji vrrsfj) are wv/nZ/nj? (xvii. 12-31, 41, 50, 55-58, x\nii. 1-fi). 
It luiki as if the Hebrew veritioH wmititl to ,mu/)ii/i/ U» fiirourile Diirid by 
alJribiitiiuj to him some iceil-tiuiic^ e,rpluit. ferluijts in the o/ilcr irrxion, 
the I'hifiMine cbnmjiioit vans nntiiehiei, awl /(/« wniir leitx aililed nftertrmyls 
from the Elhnnnn IJolialh. But to rrronrilr Ihr iiiriiiisiufnirirs in th<! 
iiarrtUive is niuiosl htijKleas. 

17 NOW the Pliilistliies gathered together their amiiea to 
battle, and were gatheretl together at Shoehoh, which belont/eth 
to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and 
Azekah, in Ephea-dammim. And Saul and tho 
men of larael were gathctied together, and pitched 
by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in 
array against the Philistines. And the Philis- 
tiaeK stooil on a mountain on tlie one side, and rsnit'l stotxl on a 
mountain on the nthcr wide: and (hxr^ wns a valley between 
t hem. 

And there wont out a champion out of the camp of tlie Philis- 
tines, nJimed Gnli;it!i, uf Gath, whose hei)(ht n'ltx nix euliit.s. ami 
a span. And hr hail an helinet of brass upon his head, and ho 
ivas aniieti with a coat of niait ; atid the weight of the coat k'(M 
five thousand shekels of brass. Ami f^e /i<i(? greaves of bra.sK upon 
his leg.s, and a target of bra.ss Ix'tween Itis shoulders. And the 
staff of his spear imit like a weaver's Iwaiu ; anrl his spear's head 
tvelefhfd six hundred shekels of iron : and one bearing a sbiehl 
went l)eforo him. And ho at<xid and cried unto the armies of 
Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set yoif/* 
battle in array 1 am not I a PhiiLstine, and ye servants to Saul ? 
choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. If ho 
lie able to fight with me, and Ut kill me, then will we Ik> your 
servants : but if I prevail against hini, and kill hiui, tlien shall ye 
l>e our servants, and serve us. And the Philistine said, I flefy 
the armies of Israel this fhiy ; give me a man, that we may fight 
together. When Saul mv\ all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

Now Daviil tixut the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-Iehem- 
jud-di, whose name iw* Jesse ; and he ha<l eight sons ; and the 
man went among menybr an old man in the days of Saul. And 
the three oldest sons of Jesse went mid followed Saul to tho 
battle : and the uamea of Ma three sons tliat went to the 
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battle u-e/y Eliab tlio firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, 
and the third Bhammali. And David uvu the youngest: and 
the three eldest followed Saul. But David went and returned 
from Baul to feed his fatlier's sheep at Betb-lehejm. And the 
Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself 
forty days. 

And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren 
an epliah of this parched com, and these ten loaves, and run to 
the camp to thy brethren ; anil carry these ten cheeses unto the 
captain of tf^ir thousand, and look how thy brethren faro, and 
take their pledge. 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, uvre in the 
valley of ElaJi, fighting with the Philistines. And David rose 
up early in the morning, anrl left the sheep with a keeper, and 
took, and went, as Jesse hod commanded liim ; and he came to 
the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight', and shouted 
for the battle. For Israel and the Philistines had put tlie battle 
in array, army against army. And David left his carriage in the 
hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and 
came and saluted his brethren. And as he talked witii them, 
behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, 
Oolinth by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake 
accoi-ding to the same words : and David heard tfiem. And all 
the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and 
were sore afraid. 

And the men of Israel said. Have ye seen this man that is 
come up? surely to defy Israel is ho come up : and it shall be, 
Uuit the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with 
great riches, and vriU give him his daughter, and make his 
father's house free in Israel. 

And David spako to the men tliat stood by him, saying, ^V^lat 
shall 1» done to the man tliat killeth this Philistine, and taketh 
away the reproach from Israel 1 for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he shoulrl defy the armies of the living God f 
And the people answei-ed him after this manner, saying, So shall 
it l)c done to the man that killeth him. 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the 
men ; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, 
Why camost thou down hither 1 and with whom hast thou left 
those few sheep in the wilderness ? I know thy pride, and the 
naughtineaa of thine heart ; for thou art come down that thou 
mightest see the battle. And David said. What liavo I now 
done ? Ii> there not a cause ? And ho turned from him toward 
another, and spake after the same manner : and the people 
answered him again after the former manner. 

Ami when the words were heard which David spake, they 
rehearsed them Ix-fore Saul : and he sent for liini. And David 
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said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of Ilim ; thy servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine. And Saul said to David, 
Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him ; 
for thou art but a yoiitli, and he a man of war from his youth. 
And David said unto Sjiul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, 
and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of tlie 
flock : and I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it 
out of his mouth i and when he arose against me, I caught him 
by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew 
both the lion and the bear : and this uncircumcised Philistine 
shall he as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the 
living God. David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the boar, he 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul 
said unto David, Go, and the Loan Ije with thee. 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet 
of brass upon his head ; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 
And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to 
go ; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I 
cannot go witli these ; for I have not proved them. And David 
put them off him. And he took his staff in his hand, and chose 
him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a 
shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling waa 
in his hand ; and ho drew near to the Philistine. And the 
Philistine came on and drew near unto David ; and the man that 
bare the shield uvnt before him. 

And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he 
disdained him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair 
countenance. And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, 
that thou comest to me with staves 1 And the Philistine cursed 
David by lus gofls. And the Philistine said to David, Come to 
me, and I will give thy fleah unto the fowls of the air, and to the 
beasts of the iield. 

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom thou ha.st defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee 
into mine hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from 
thee ; and I will gi\e the carcases of the host of the Philistines 
this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the 
earth ; that all tlio earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 
And all this assembly sliall know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear : for the battle is the Lord's, and ho will give 
you into our hands, 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and 
drew nigh to meet David, that Da^id hasted, and ran toward the 
army to meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in bis 
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bag, and took thence a Btone, and slang it, and smote the Philta- 
tine in his forelicad, that the stone sunk into his forehead ; and 
he fell upon his face to the earth. So David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, 
and slew him ; but there nns no swoi"d in the hand uf David. 
Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and t<Tok Ida 
sword, and drew it out of the aheath thereof, and slew him, and 
cut off his head therewith. 

And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they 
fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and sliout^I, and 
pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the 
gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down 
by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. And 
the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, 
and they spoiled their tents. And David took the heatl of the 
Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem ; but he put his armour 
in his tent. 

And when Saul saw DaHd go forth against the Philistine, he 
said unto Abner, the captain of tho host, Abner, whose son is 
tliis youth 1 And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O king, T can- 
not tell. And the king said, Enquiro thou whose son the stripling 
ia. And as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, 
Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of 
the Philistine in his hand. And Saul said to him, ^^^l08e son ari 
thou, thou young man ? And David answerer!, / am tlie son of 
thy 8er\'ant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 

18 AND it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking 
unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
Da^'id, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took 
him that day, and would let him go no more home to his 
father's house. Then Jonathan and David mode a covenant, 
because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the rolje that tvns upon him, and gave it to David, 
and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to hia 
girdle. 

And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely : and Saul set him over the men of war, and he 
was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight 
of Saul's servants. 

19 And there was war again : and David went out, and fought 
with the Philistines, and slew tliem with a great slaughter ; and 
they tied from him. 

And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his 
house with his javelin in his hand : and David played with Am 
hand. And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with 
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the javelin ; but he slipped away out of Saul's pj-esence, and he 
smote the javelin into the wall : and David fled, and escaped 
that night. 

Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, 
and to slay hini in the morning ; and Michal David's wife told 
him, saying, If thou save not thy life to nighty 
t<> morrow thou shalt be slain. So Michal let 
Davi»l down through a Dvandow : and he went, 
and tied, and escaped. And Michal took an 
image, and laid it in the bed, and put a. pillow 
of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a cloth. And 
when Saul .sent mes-sengers to take David, she said, He is sick. 
And Saul .sent tJie messengers ai/ain to see David, sayini;, Bring 
him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him. And when the 
messengers were come in, behold, iJiere mag an image in the bed, 
with a pillow of goats' hair fur his bolster. And Saul said unto 
Michal, Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine 
enemy, that he is escaped! And Michal answered iSaul, He 
Raid unto jiie, Let mo go ; why should I kill thee 1 



Sftvid and Jonathan. — 7Vu* chajttn- fmuM an rffeetire and induresqtte rpisode 
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20 AND David fl«l from Naioth in Ramah, anrl came and 
said Ijefora Jonathan, What have I done ? what is niine iniquity ? 
and what i.-f my sin before thy fatlier, that ho 
sei'kfth my life / And he s*iid unto him, Gmi 
forbid ; thou shalt not die ; Whold, my father will 
do nothing either great or small, but that he will 
and why should my father hide this thing from me? 
And David swan^ moreover, and said, Thy father 
certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes ; and 
ho saith, J^et not Jonatlian know this, lest he bo grieved : but 
truly us the Ixtnn liveth, anrl us thy soul livetli, ikei-e is bub a 
step between me and death. Tlien said Jonathan unto David, 
Whatsoever thy soul de-siretli, T will even do it for thee. 

And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow i» the new 
moon, and T should not fail to sit with the king at moat : hut 
Jet mo go, that T may hide myself in the field unto the third da^f 
at even. H thy father at all mi.ss me, then say, David earnestly 
asked lca%'e of me that ho might run to Beth-lehem his city : 
for </*«re %» a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say 
thus, It is well ; thy sen'ant shall have peace : but if he be very 
wroth, (hen be sure that evil is detennined liy him. Therefore 
thou shalt deal kindly with thy senant; for thou hast brought 
thy servant into a covenant of ihe Lono with thee: notwilh- 
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standing, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why 
shouldest thou bring me to thy father 1 

And Jonathan said, Far be it from tlico : for if I knew 
certainly that evil were determined by my father to come upon 
thee, then would not I tell it thee '! 

Then said David to Jonathan, Who ahal! tell me ? or what if' 
thy fattier answer thee roughly 1 An<l Jonathan said unto 
Da^^d, Come, ami let us go out into the field. And they went 
out both of them into the field. And Jonathan said unto David, 
O Lord God of Israel, when I liave sounded nij' father about to 
morrow any time, or the third daj/, and, behold, if fherv be good 
toward David, and I then send not unto thee, and shew it thee ; 
the Lord do so and much mora to Jonathan : but if it please my 
father lo do thee evil, tlicu I will shew it thee, and send thee 
away, that thou niayest go in peace : and the LoRU be with thee, 
as he liath been with my fat!:er. And tliou shalt not only wlule 
yet I live shew me the kindness of the Ix)RD, that I dio not: 
but also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for 
ever : no, not when the Lord hath cut ciff the enemies of David 
every one from the face of the earth. 

8o Jonathan made a covendnt with the liouse of DaWd, 
$aying, I^et tlw Lord even requite it at the hand of Da\'id'8 
enemies. And Jonathan caused DaWtl to swear again, because 
he loved him : fur he lovc-d him as lie loved his own soul. 

Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow is the new moon : 
and thou shalt Ixj misse<l, Ixh^uso thy seat will be empty. And 
when thtvu liast stayed three days, then thoii shalt go down 
quickly, and come to tlio place whore tliou didst hide th3*solf 
when the business was in hami, and slialt remain by the stone 
Em?]. Antl I will shocjt tlireo arrows on the side thereof, an 
though r shot at a mark. And, l)eh<>ld, I will send a lad, iiayinif, 
On, find out the arrow.s. If I expressly say unto the latl, 
Beliold, the arrows are on this side of tlico, take them ; then 
come thou : for there i» peAce to the<\ and no hurt ; a.v the Lord 
liveth. But if I say thus unto the young man, Behold, the 
arrows are lieyond theo] go thy way: for the LoRn hath sent 
tliee away. And «* lom-hiity the matter which thou and I 
have spoken of, behold, the Lord Ije Ijetween thee juid mo for 
ever. 

So David hid liiniself in the field : and when ihc new moon 
was come, the king sat him down to eat meat. And the king 
sat upon his seat, as at other times, etwi upon a seat by the wall : 
and Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by Saul's aide, and David's 
place was empty. Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that 
day : for he thought, Something hath Ix-fallcn him, he i« not 
clean ; .surely he in not clean. 

And it came to paas on the morrow, tcktch tvtu the second Jay 
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of the month, that David's place waa empty : and Saul said unto 
Jonathan his son, ^\^lerefo^e cometh not tlie son of Jesse to 
meat, neither yesterday, nor to day 1 And JonatJiao answered 
Saul, Da%-id earnestly asked luave of me to go to Bethlehem ; and 
he said, Let me go, T pray thee ; for our family hath a sacrifice 
in the city ; and my btothor, he hath commanded rao to he tliere ; 
and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, 
I pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto 
the king's table. 

Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said 
unto him, Tliou son of tlie perverse rebellious tooman, do not I 
know that tliou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own 
confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness ? 
For as long as the son of Jesse livetli upon the ground, thou 
shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now 
send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. And 
Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him. Where- 
fore shall lie 1)6 slain? what hath ho done! And Saul cast a 
javelin at Lim to .smite him : whereby Jonathan knew tliat it 
was determiowl of his father to slay Da\a<l. So Jonathan ai-ose 
from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second 
day of till' montli : for ho was grieved for David, because his 
father had done him .shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan wont out 
into the field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad 
with him. And he sjiid unto hi.s Iml, Run, find out now the 
armws wliieh I shoot. And as the lad run, he shot an arrow 
beyond him. And when the lad was come to the place of the 
arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried aft*<r the lad, 
and said, h not the arrow beyond thee ? And Jonathan criefl 
after the lad. Make spee<l, haste, stay not. And Jonathan's lafl 
gathered up the arrow.-!, and came to his ma.ster. But the lad 
knew not any thing : only Jonatlian and David knew the matter. 
And Jonathan gave his artillery nnUi his 1;m!, and said unto 
him. Go, carry th^em to the city. 

A7id as soon as the la<l was gone, David arose out of <a jJare 
toward the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed 
himself three times : ami they kissed one another, and wept one 
with another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan said to 
David, Go in peace, forasmuch u.s we have sworn botli of us in 
the name of the Lokd, wiying. The Lord he between me and 
thee, and between my 8ee<l and thy seed for ever. And ho 
arose aiitl dcpai-tetl : and Jonathan went into the city. 

24 AND it caine to pass, when Saul was returned from follow- 
ing the PhilLstines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, Da\nd 
it in the wilderness of En-gedi. Then Saul took three thousand 
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chosen men out of all Israel, aud went to seek David oikI liis 
men upon the rocks of the wild goats. And he 
came to the sheepcotes by the way, where ivas a ^?^',,^P*r^' 
cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and vviv 

David and hia men remained in tlie sides of the 
cave. And the men of David said unto Iiirn, Behold the day of 
which tlie Lono said unto thee. Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall 
seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt 
of Saul's robe privily. And it carao to pasa afterwanl, that 
David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. 
And he said unto his men. The Lord forbid that I should do 
tliis tiling unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth 
mine baud against him, seeing he is the anointed of the IxntD. 
So David stayed his servants with these words, and suflFered 
them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the 
cave, and went on hU way. David also arose afterward, and 
■went out of the cave, and cried aft^er Saul, saying, My lord the 
king. And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with 
his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 

And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's wortla, 
saying. Behold, David seekoth thy hurt? Behold, this day 
tliine eyes liave seen how that the Ljrd had delivered thee to 
day into mine hand in the cave : and some hade me kill thee : 
but mine eye spared thee ; and I said, I will not put forth mine 
hanfl against my Ion 1 ; for he i.« the Lokd's anointed. Moreover, 
my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand : for in 
that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know 
thou and see that there ui neither evil nor transgression in mine 
hand, and I have not sinned against thee ; yet thou huntest my 
soul to take it. The Lord judge between mo and thee, and tlie 
Lord avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 
As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness pi-occedeth 
from the wicked : but mine hand shall not be upon thee. After 
whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou 
pursue 1 after a dead dog, after a flea. The Lord therefore be 
judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my 
cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. 

And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speak- 
ing those words unt<J Saul, that Saul said, I» this thy voice, my 
son David ? And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. And ho 
said to David, Thou art more righteous than I : for thou hast 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And 
thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with 
me : forasmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into thine 
hand, thou killedst me not. For if a man find his enemy, will 
ho let him go well away t wherefore the Lord reward thee 



158 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [I^amobl 



good for that thou bast done unto me this clay. And now, 
beliold, I know well tltat thou shalt surely be king, and that 
the ktiigdoin of Isiuel shall be established in thine hand. Swear 
now tbeiet'oie unto ma by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my 
seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy ray name out of 
my fatlier's hou«e. And David sware unto !Saul. And Saul 
went home ; but David and his men gat them up unto the bold. 



of Endop 
XXVIII. 3-25 



The Witch of Endor. — T/ir elijisiml j/ojuit^ff on /nuiilUtr spirUt and yrhanU 
is Doutcr. xviii. 10, cl foil. ; " For all tkfic (hifi-g^ on an abomiiuUion to 
th< Loni." 'So tsaiith teilt haw nothing to do irilh necromancera, Set 
Is. Tiii. 19. 

28 NOW Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented liim, 
and buried him in Ranrah, even in his own city. 

And Saul had put away those that hud familiar spiiit», and 
the wizards, out of the laud. And tho Philistines gathered 
themselves together, anrl came and pilcheii in 
The Witch Shunem ; and 8aul gathered all Israel together, 
and they pitched in Gilbon. And when Waul saw 
the best of the Philistines, he was afraid, and 
his heart giHjatly trembled. And when Saul enquired of the 
Loud, the Lont» answered liim not, neither by di-eatns, nor by 
Urim, nor by prophets. Then naid Sau! unto hin servants, Seek 
me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, tliat I may go to her, 
and enquire of her. And his Hcrvant's aaid to him, liehold, there 
is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at En-flor. 

And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and Iio 
Went, and two tnen with hiui, and they came to tin; woman by 
night : and ho said, I pray tliee, divine unto me by the familiar 
spirit, and bring mo him up, whom I sliall name unto tliee. 
And the woman said unto him, Behold, Lhou knowest what Saul 
hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spiritH, 
and the wizards, out of the land : wherefore then lay&st thou a 
snare for my life, to cause mo to die ? And Saul sware to lier by 
the Lord, saying. As the Lord liveth, there shall no punishment 
happen to thee for this thing. Then naid the woman, Whom ahall 
I bring up unto thoo? And he said, Bring nie up Hamuel. 

An<l when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: 
and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why ha.st thou deceived 
mel for thou art Saul. And the king said unto her, Bo not 
afraid : for what sawcst thou ? And the woman said unto Saul, 
I saw gods ascending out of the earth. And he said unto her, 
Wliat form is he of 1 And she said. An old man cometh up ; 
and he w covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it 
teas Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and 
bowed himself. 
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And Samuel said to Sau], Why hast thou disquieted me, tu 
bring me up ? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed ; for 
the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from 
me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by 
dreams : therefore I have called tliee, that thou raayest make 
known unto me what I shall do. Then said 8arouel, Wherefore 
then dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lohd is departed from thee, 
and is become thine enemy I And the Lord hatii done to him, 
as he spake by nie : for the Lord liath rent the kingdom out of 
thine hand, and L^ven it to thy neighbour, rmi to David ; be- 
cause thou oijej'ed.st nut the voice of the Loud, nor executedat 
his fierce wrath upon Amalek, tiierefore hiitli the Lord done this 
thing unto thoe this day. Jloreover the Lotto will also deliver 
Israel with tlioo into the hand of the Philistines : and to morrow 
shall thou and thy Hons be with mo : the Lokd also shalJ deliver 
the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistinea. 

Then 8aul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was 
sore afraid, because of the woi-ds of Samuel : and there was no 
strength in him ; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all 
the night. And tlie woman came unto Saul, and wiw that he 
was sore troubled, and naid unto him, Behold, thine handmaid 
hath obeyed tliy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and 
have hearkened unto thy words which thou .spakest unto me. 
Now therefore, I pray thee, liearken thou also unto the voice of 
thine haiidmaid, and let mo set a morsel of bread before thee ; 
and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou gocst on 
thy way. 13ut ho refused, and said, I will not eat. But his 
servants, together with the woman, compelled him ; and ho 
hearkened unto their voice. So he arose from the earth, and 
sat upon the be<l. And the woman had a fat calf in the house ; 
and she hasted, and killed it, and totjk Hour, and kneaded it, and 
did bake unleavened bread thereof : and she bmught it before 
Saul, and Ijefoit) Ids servants j and they did eat. Then they rose 
up, and went away that night. 



2 SAMUEL 

6 AND it was told king David, saying. The Lohd hath blessed 
the house of Obed-cdom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because 
of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of 
God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of Da\id with 
gladness. And it was so, that when they that luare the ark of 
the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and tatiings. 
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And David danced before the Lord with all hia might; and 
David «iw girded with a linen ephod. So David 

The Ark ^^j gjl the house of Israel brought up the ark 
Jerusalem '^^ '''^® r^oRo with shouting, and with the nound 

VI 12-23 ^^ ^^^ trumpet. 

And AS the ark of the Lord came into the 
city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, 
and saw king David leaping and dancing Ijefore the Lord ; and 
she despised him in hor heart. 

And they brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in his 
place, in the midst of the tabernacle tliat David had pitched for 
it : and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before 
the Lord. And as soon as David had made an end of offering 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, lie biassed the people in the 
name of the Lord of hosts. And ho dealt among all the people, 
even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women 
as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece o/Jfesh, 
and a flagon of tvinc. So all the people departed every one to 
his house. 

Then David returned to ble.ss his household. And Michal 
the daughter of Saul citmo out to meet David, and said, How 
glorious was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered himself to 
day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself! And David said 
unto Michal, It toas before the Lord, which chose me Ijefore thy 
father, and before all hia house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the Lord, over Israel : therefore will I play before the 
Lord. And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be base 
in mine own sight : and of the maidservants which thou hast 
spoken of, of them shall I be had in honour. Therefore Michal 
the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 

1 1 And it came to pass in au evoningtide, that DaWd arose from 

off his betl, and walked upon the roof of the king's house : and 

from the roof he saw a woman washing herself ; 

David and and the woman tra» \ery beautiful to look upon. 

XI *'— XII 24 '''^'"'^ ^*^"^^ •'^^"^ ^^^^ enquired after the woman. 
And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah t!io Hittitcl And David 
sent messengers, and took her ; and she came in unto him, and 
he lay with her ; for she was purified from her uncleauness : and 
she returned unto her house. And the woman conceived, and 
sent and told Da^id, and said, I am with cliild. 

And David sent to Joab, myimj, Senc! me Uiiah the Hittite. 
And Joab sent Uriali to David. And when Uriah was come 
unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the 
people did, and how the war prospered. And Da^dd said to 
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Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah 
departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess 
of meat from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king's 
house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his 
house. And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not 
down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Cameat thou not 
from thy journey 1 why then didst thou not go down unto thine 
house 1 And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and 
Judah, abide in tents ; and my lord Joab, and the servants of 
my lord, are encamped in the open fields ; shall I then go into 
mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife % aa 
thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. And 
David said to Uriah, Tarry here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and 
the morrow. And when David had called him, he did eat and 
drink before him ; and he nuuie him drunk : and at even he 
went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went 
not down to his house. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in 
the letter, saying. Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest 
battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten and 
die. 

And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he 
assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men 
were. And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab : 
and there fell »ome of the people of the servants of David ; and 
Uriah the Hittite died also. 

Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the 
war ; and charged the measenger, saying. When thou hast made 
an end of telling the matters of the war unto the king, and if so 
be that the king's wrath arise, and he say unto thee, Wlierefore 
approache<l ye so nigh unto the city when ye did fight 1 knew ye 
not that they would shoot from the wall ] who smote Abimelech 
the son of Jerubbe-shetli 1 did not a woman cast a piece of a mill- 
stone upon him from the wall, that he died inThebezI why went 
ye nigh the wall ? then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
IS dead also. 

So the messenger went, and came and shewed DaWd all that 
Joab had sent him for. And the messenger said unto David, 
Surely the men prevailed again.st as, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them even unto the entering of the 
gate. And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy servants; 
and soTne of the king's servants be dead, and thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also. Then David said unUi the messenger, 
Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease tbee, 
for the sword devoureth one as well as another : make thy battle 
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more strong against the city, and overthrow it : and encourage 
thou him. 

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband 
was dead, she mourned for her husband. And when the mourning 
was past, David sent and fetched her to hifi house, and she became 
hia wife, and bare him a son. 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lobd. 

12 AND the Lord sent Nathan xinto David. And he came 
unto him, anrl said unt*i him, There were two men in one city ; 
the one rich, and the other poor. The rich 7nan had exceeding 
many flocks and herds : but the poor nwrw liad nothing, save one 
little ewe lamb, which lie had bought and uoiuished up : and it 
grew up together with him, and with his ciiildi^n ; it did eat of 
his own meat, and drank of hi.s own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of 
hia own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto 
him ; but t<.)ok the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man 
that was como to him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man ; and 
he said to Nathan, Aa the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing shall surely die : and he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had 
no pity. 

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus aaith 
the LoiU) God of Israel, I anoint<;cl thee king over Israel, and I 
delivered theo out of the hand of Saul ; and I g&xe thee thy 
master's house, and thy mastei-'s wives into thy bosum, and gave 
thee the house of Israel and of Judah ; and if that had been too 
little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such 
things. Wherefore hast thou de-spiswl thi- ediiiiuuiidmcnt of the 
Loud, to do evil in his sight? thou ha.st killeil Uriah ilx' Hittite 
with the sword, and hast tAken hia wife to he thy witV, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the uhitdi'eu of Amiuon. Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house : because 
thou hast despised me, and hast t«kfn the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to bo tJiy wife. Thus saitli the Loud, Behold, I will raise 
up evil against thee, out of thine own house, and I will tiike thy 
wives before tliine eyes, and give l/uvm uiit<i thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of tJiis sun. For tliou 
didst it secretly : but 1 will do this thing before all Israel, and 
liefore the sun. 

And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the 
Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put 
away thy ainj thou ahalt not die. Howbeit, because by this 
deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord 
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to blaspheme, the child also that ia born unto thee shall surely 
die. And Nathan departed unto his house. 

And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick. David therefore besought God for 
the child ; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon 
the earth. And the elders of his house arose, attd went to him, to 
raise him up from the earth : but he would not, neither did ho 
eat brc^ with them. And it came to pass on the seventh day, 
that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell 
liini that the child was dead : for they said. Behold, while the 
child was yet alive, we spake unto hiiii, and he would not hearken 
unto our voice : how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that 
the child is dead 1 But when Davitl miw that his servants whis- 
pered, David perceived that the child wan dea<l ; therefore David 
said unto his .servants, Is the child dead 1 And they said. He Ie 
dead. Then David anose from the earth, and washed, and 
anointed himself', and changed his apparel, and came into tlxe 
house of the Ix)RD, and worshippc^l : then he came to his own 
house ; and when ho required, they set bread before him, and he 
did eat. Then said his servants unto him. What thing i,« this 
that thou hast donel thou didst fast and weep for the child, 
while it wag aUve ; but when the child was riead, thou didst rise 
and eat bread. And ho said, While the child was yet alive, I 
fasted and wept : for I said, Who can tell nh^.ther Gk»d will be 
gracious to me, that the child may livel But now be ia dead, 
wherefore should I fast ? can I bring him back again \ I shall go 
to him, but ho shall not return to me. 

And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in unto 
her, and lay with her : and she bare a son, and he called lus name 
Solomon : and the Lobd loved hiiu. 

18 AND David numbered tlie people that were with him, and 
set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over them. 
And David sent forth a third part of the people 
under the hand of Joab, and a third part under 
the hand of Abishai the son of Zoruiah, Joab's 
brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai 
the Uittite. And the king said unto the people, I 
will surely go forth with you myself also. But the people answered. 
Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they will not care for 
ua ; neither if half of us die, will they care for us : but now thou 
art worth ten thousand of us : therefore now it in better that thou 
succour us out of the city. And the king said unto them, What 
seeraeth you best I will do. And the king stood by the gat© 
aide, and all the people came out by hundreds and by thousands. 
And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 
Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom. 
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And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains 
charge concerning Absalom. 

So the people went out into the field against Israel : and the 
battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; where the people of Israel 
were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a 
great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. For the 
battle was thei-e scattered over the face of all the country : 
and the wood devoured more people that day than the sword 
devoured. 

And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode 
upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a 
great oak, and iiis hea<l caught hold of the oak, and be was taken 
up between tho heaven and the oaith ; and the mule that waa 
under him went away. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, 
and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab 
said unto the man that told hini, And, behold, thou sawest him, 
and wliy didnt Ihou not amit* hiui there to the ground? and I 
would have given thee ten ahtkr-h of silver, and a girdle. And the 
man said unto Joab, Though I should receive a thousand shekels 
of silver in mine hand, i/et would I not put forth mine hand 
against the king's son : for in our hearing the king charged thee 
and Abinhai and Ittai, saying. Beware that none lan-ch the young 
man Absalom. Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood 
against mine own life : for there is no matter hid from the king, 
and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against »ie. Then said 
Joab, I may not tarry thus with tFiee. And he took three darts 
in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absa!e»m, 
while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young 
men that bare Joab's armour compassed about and amoto Absalom, 
and slew him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the jwople returned from 
pursuing after Tgrocl : for Joab held back the people. And 
they took Absalom, and cast Iiim into a groat pit in the wood, 
and laid a very great heap of atones upon him : and all Israel 
fled every one to his tent. 

Now Absalom in hia lifetime had taken and rearetl up for him- 
self a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no 
son to keep my name in remembrance : and ho called the pillar 
after his own name : and it ia called unto this day, AU-salom's 
place. 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Ziulok^ Let me now run, and 
bear tho king tidings, how that the I.rf)HD hath avenged him of his 
enemies. And Jo<ib said unt-o him, Thou shalt not bear tidings 
this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day : but this day 
thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's son is dead. Then 
said Joab to Cuahi, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. And 
Cu.shi bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said Ahimaaz 
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the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But howsoever, let me, I 
pray thee, also run after Cushi. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt 
thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready 1 But 
howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Run. 
Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cuslii. 

And David sat between the two gates ; and the watchman went 
■up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, 
and looked, and behold a man running alone. And the watchman 
cried, and told the king. And the king said. If 1ib he alone, there 
ia tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 
And the watcliman saw another man running : and the watchman 
called upon the porter, and said, Beholri another man running 
alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. And the 
watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like 
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, 
Ho is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

And Aliimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. And 
he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and said, 
Ble3.se<i be the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up the men 
that lifted up their hand against my lord the king. Ajid the king 
said. Is the young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, 
When Joab sent the king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult^ but I knew not what it ivas. And the king said 
unto h im. Turn aside, awl stand here. And he turned aside, and 
stood still. And, behold, Cushi came ; and Cushi said, Tidings, 
my lord the king : for the IX)Kn hath avenged thee this day of all 
them that rose up against thee. And the king said unto Cu^hi, 
/« the young man Absalom safet And Cualii answered, Tlie 
enemies of my lord the king, and all tliat rise against tliee to do 
ih^e hurt, bo as that young man i*. And the king was much 
moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept : and 
as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom ! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom my son, 
my son 1 
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, and II. Kiagi. — 77i< books of Kiu{/» artutiM vj two DeutnvnomiM redndioni 
of primilivt maUriai, A anrf B^ ami. ponsibly a itUl later revisum 6y P. 
(tkottffik that is doubt/ul)—Di about 600 B.C., Z), not be/ore llie BuhyloiueM \ 
txU; The oijecC of the DmUerorwmui writer is throughmU (o point the 
inotal : — 

(1) Fidelity to Jahveh is reicarded by national pro^erUy : infiddUy by 
luUijjnal diaastcr. 

(2) T!u!rc muat be no foreign worships, and 

(3) no high places, Ko calf-icorship, such as ruined the Norihern 
tingdotii. 

(4) Sacrijidal imrsh-ip iirnst be restricted to Hit. central Sanctuary at 
Jrritsnlem. The Temple — the Davidic rijfnasl;/—lhe Prophets («M«A OS 
Elijah ami Elisha), are the three gmal theocriUic itustiluttonii. 

Still the Dcuitronomist redactor does not falsify hiMonf likr. the author nf 
Chronicles, e.g. Ahab, despite his sins, is shoien to Itave had many good 
traits and to have done many great things. 

BtU what are the materials on which D. tporks t 

(i) Tfus Book of the Chronicles of t/te Kings of Israel {cited for all the 
rriipni, except J^wmiia and Hoahca). 

(ii) The Book of t/te Chronicles of the Kings of Judah {cited for all 
except Ahazifth, Athaliah, JeJuxthac, Jchoiachin and Zedekiah). 

(lii) The Book of the Acts of Sofomrm (1 K. li. 41). Perhaps in Solo- 
mon's dream at Oibeon (1 K. iii. i-lS), his Judgment (iii. ltt-'28) and the 
visit of the Queen of Sheba (x. 1-10} ice have anecdotes indtjicHdenl qf th4\ 
formal history, or they may have been incorporated into Utefomuil hitlorif > 
from older trvditiofu. 

(iv) Temple and Palace descriptions ii^ 1 K. vi. and vii. come perhaps 
from documents preserved in the Temple archives. 

(v) Biographies of (he ^reai Northern prophets. Elijah: 1 K. xrii.-xix., 
xxi. ; 2 K. i. 2-17.' EliaJui : 2 K. ii., i». 1— vL 23, vii. 1-15, viiL 14-21. 

{vi) Bioffrajihi/ of the prophet Isaiah, made use of in the account of 
Sesekiah (2 K. xviii. 17, xx. 10). 

One of iJie LXX versions gives a iridcly different account of Jeroboain^a 
carter, inserting neic viatier betvxen vr. 24 and 25 ^ 1 K. xii. 

TiBLB or KtKOB, WtTM BOMB Prohlbkatical Dates (accokulko to 
Da Skinneb).' 



Judah. 
Solomon, 971. 
Rehoboam, 932. 
Abijam, 916. 
Asa, 914. 
Jehoshaphat, 874. 
Jehoram, 850. 
Ahasiah, 843. 
Athaiiah, 843. 
JeheaA, 837. 
Amasiah, 798. 
Asariab, 790. 



Israel. 
Jeroboam-, 932. 
Nadab, 912. 
Baasha, 911. 
EfaA, 888. 
Zimri, Omri, 887. 
Ahab, 876. 
Ahasiah, 855. 
Jeltoram, 854. 
Jehu,, 848. 
Jehoahax, 8 IS. 
Jehoarit, 800. 



1 The CeiUiiry Bil>fr, 1 and 2 Kings (T. 0. and E. C. J»ok). 
hj John Skinner, D.D. 
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Israel. 
Jeroboam II., 785. 
Zttkariah, ShaJlum, 745. 
MmaJunn, 745. 
Ftkahiak, 736. 
Pdcahf 735. 
BoAta, 732. 

Fall of Samaria, 722. 



Judah. 
Jotham (tct/A Azariah), 749. 
JaUuim {alone), 738. 
^Aof, 736. 
.ffinctuiA, 720. 
Manansth, 692. 
Anion, 638. 
Jonah, 637. 
JeluMiiuiz, 607. 
JrhmaX-im, 607. 
Jehoiafhin, 597. 
Z(d<kirU^, 697. 

JViU (>/' Jenualem, 587. 

Solomon's Jndgment — Derived probablif /rotn etirly traditioM foufut in the 
Bwk of t/u Aiiit nf Solomon. 

The judgmrnl of SrJnmfn M pamllfied hy a $Uny in Diodorus Sieulut, 
Ariophiniif, k't-mj of Throrr, hiid tn dteide which f)f three pnlendat letu 
Tfidlij Ih^ son <y' l/nr daul king of the Cimmerians : he ordered them eneh 
to pierce the hod^i of the dead father with a gpear — the (rue son of courte 
rrfujicd. {Quoted fry Theniug, "Die BueKer der KUnuje erklart," 2nd 
eiiitUm, 1873.) 

Obmrrcc thai the '* wiitdtrm " whieh appealed to the tariff Hebrews wnw iwt 
" the fair of th^ Lord" nf Jah and Pro^Krltn, hut a tenrldli/ v*it, piiuiiatl 
neiUeneaa, a ijood judieinl deeisum. 

3 IN Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night : 
and Got] said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said. 
Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my 
father great mercy, according as he walke<l before 
thee in truth, and in righteousnesH, and in up- 
rightness of heart with thee ; and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit 
on his throne, as it w this day. And now, O Lobd my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of DaWd my father: and I 
am btU a little child : I know not fioto to go out or come in. 
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people whicli thou Iiast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for 
multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart 
to judge thj' people, that I may discern between good and bad : 
for who is able to judge thi.s thy so great a people ? 

And the speech pleased the Lord, tliat Solomon had asked this 
thing. And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this 
thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast 
asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; 
but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment ; 
behold, I have done according to thy words : lo, I have given 
thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, Iwth riches, and honour : so that there shall not be any 
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among the kings like unto theo all thy days. ^\jid if thou wilt 
walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, 
as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen tliy days. 
And Solomon, awoke; and, behold, it iva.t a dream. And he 
came to Jerusalem, and sttKxl before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and oflFered up burnt offerings, and offered peace 
offerings, and matle a feast to all bis servant. 

Then came there two women, ihat toere harlots, unto the king, 
and stood before him. And the one woman said, O my lord, I 
and tliis woman dwell in one house ; and I wa-s delivered of a 
child with her in the house. And it came to pass the third day 
aft«r that I wa.s deUveretl, that thia woman was delivcrerl also : 
and we iwre together ; th«re teas no stranger with us in the 
house, save we two in the house. And this woman's child died 
in the night ; because she overlaid it. And she arose at mid- 
night, and to<^jk my son from beside me, while thine handmaid 
slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my 
bosom. And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, 
boliold, it was dead : but when I hind con.sidered it in the 
morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did Ix-ar. And the 
other woman said, Nay ; but the living is my son, and the dead 
is thy son. And this said, No ; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living i-g my son. Thus they spake before the king. 

Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, 
and thy son is the dead : and the other saith, Nay ; but thy son 
id the dead, and my son is the living. And the king said, Bring 
me a sword. And they brought a sword Iwjfore the king. And 
the king said. Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one, and half to the other. Then spake the woman whose the 
living child »«m unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in 
no wise slay it. But the other said. Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, hut divide it. Tlien the king answered and said, Give her 
the living child, and iu no wise slay it : she is the mother thereof. 

And all Israel heart! of the judgment which the king liad 
judged ; and they feared the king : for they saw that the wisdom 
of God tvas iu him, to do judgment. 



Dedication of Temple. — PtobaUy Uu kemd ^Ihia long aceowU is an auDuntie 
tUlcrancf nf Hulamon pmervtd tn Ihe Book of Janher, or in Ih^e Book of 
the Acta of Solomon, and thtrefort belonging to the period of the early 
monarehy, 

[The aeoount in 2 Cbron. r. i$ a late version of the event written for 
didaetie and priesUy purposes — in the Persian period (I].] 

But after Solomonfs words, " T)ui Lord said . . . to abide in for 
ever," the passage is teliully Devi-ervnomic, composed aiid inserted by the 
compilers. 

nith the help of the LXX we can reconstitute Solomon's {probably) 
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gmuine utlniincf. Acaniiing to Dr. Ouyne (" Orufin of Faaiier," pp, 
193, 212) il should run thus :— 

The *un ^w JaJiveh tH in th* heavfns : 

He (himself) htta retalved to diivll in thick darknett: 

BwU Aflw la lofty memsitm for thee, 

A place for thtt to dtceil in far {all) ages. 

8 THEN Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, tlio chief of tlm fatliera of the children of 
Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that 
they might bring up the ark of the covenant of 
the Ix)Ki> out of the city of David, which is Zion. 
And all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto king Solomon at the feast in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 
And all the elders of Israel came^ and the priests 
took up tlie ark. And they brou<(ht up the ark of the LoBO, 
and the tabernacle of the congregation, mid all the holy vessels 
that werei in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up. And king SoJomon, and all the congregation 
of Israel, that were assembled unto him, tvere with him l»efore 
the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be t«i]d nor 
numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the 
ark of the covenant of the I.iOni> unto his place, into the 
oraclo of the house, to the most holy jyface, even under the 
wings of the cherubims. For the cherubims spread forth their 
two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered 
the ark and the staves thereof above. And they drew out the 
staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in the holy 
place before the oracle, and they wore not seen without : and 
there they are unto this day. There fcas nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, 
when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt. 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the 
holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that 
the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud : 
for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. 

Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in 
the thick darkness. I have surely built thee an house to dwell 
in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever. 

And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the con- 
gregation of Israel : (and all the congregation of Israel stood ;) 
and he said, Blessed l»> the Lord G>x1 of Israel, which spake 
with his mouth unto Da^nd my father, and hath with his hand 
fulfilled it, saying, Since the day that I brought forth my people 
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel 
to build an house, that my name might be therein ; but I chose 
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David to be over my people Israel. And it was in the heart of 
David my father to build an house for the name of the Lord 
God of Israel. And the Lord said unto David my father, 
Wliereas it was in thine hetirt to build an house unto my name, 
thou didst well that it was in thine heart. Nevertlieless thou 
shalt not Ijuild the house ; but thy son that shall come forth out 
of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my name. ^Vnd the 
Lord hath pei-fomied his word that he spako, and I am risen up 
in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, 
as the Lord promised, and have built an hou.se for the name of 
the Lord God of Israel. And I have set there a place for the 
ark, wherein w the covenant of the Lord, which he made with 
our fathers, when he broufjht them out of tlie land of Egypt, 

And Solomon stood before tlic altar of the Loud in the pre- 
sence of all the eontfregation of Israel, and spread forth hia 
hands towaixJ heaven ; and ho said, Lord- God of Israel, t?u;rc is no 
God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest 
covenant and mercy with thy servant-s that walk before thee with 
all their he^rt : who hast kept with thy servant David my father 
that thou prumisedst him : thou spakestalso with thy mouth, and 
hast fiihill<.*il if with thine hand, an if ix this day. Therefore now, 
Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that 
thou proinis«lst him, sayinj^, There hIwiU ni»t fail tliee a man in 
my sight to sit on the throne of Israel ; so that thy children take 
hec<l to their way, that they walk before me as thou hast walked 
before me. And now, O God of Isiael, let thy wnrrl, I pray thee, 
be verified, which thou spakest unto tiiy servant David my father. 

But will G(xl indcetl dwelt oii the earth? liehohl, the heaven 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how much less this 
house that I have buikled 'I Yet have thou respect unto the I 
prayer of thy servant and to his supplication, O Lord my God, 
to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant 
prayeth before thee to day : that thine eyes may be open toward 
this house night and day, evmi toward the place of which thou 
hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken 
unto the prayer which tliy servant shall make toward this place. 
And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place ; and hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place : and when thou hearest, forj^ve. 

If any man trespass against his neiglibour, and an oath be laid 
upon him to cause hira to swear, and the oath come before thino 
altar in this house : then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge 
thy servants, condemning; the wicked, to bring his way upon his 
he^d ; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to hia 
righteousness. 

When thy people Israel be smitten down l»efore the enemy, be- 
cause they have sinned against thee, and shall tuni again to thee, 
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and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee 
in this house : then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of 
thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou 
gaveat unto their fathers. 

When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against tlieo ; if they pi"ay toward this place, and con- 
fess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them: 
then hear thou in heaven, and forgive tlie sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the gixnl way wherein 
they should walk, and give rain upfjn thy land, which thou Imst 
given to thy people for an inheritance. 

If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be caterpiller ; if their enemy besiege 
them in the land of tlieir cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever 
sickness there be ; what prayer and supplication soever be tnadg 
by any man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every 
man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands 
toward this house : then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling pJtvce, 
and forgive, and do, and give to every man according to his ways, 
whose heart thou kuowest ; (for thou, even thou only, knowest 
the hearts of all the children of men ;) that they may fear thee 
all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest unto 
our fathers. 

Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, 
but Cometh out of a far country for tliy name's sake ; (for they 
shall hear of thy great naniPi and of thy strong hand, and of thy 
stretched out arm ;) when he shall como and pray towanl this 
house; hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according 
to all that the stranger callcth to thee for : that all people of the 
earth may know thy naint', t<» fear thee, as do thy people Israel ; 
and that they may know that this house, which I have builde<3, 
is called by thy name. 

If thy f)eople go out to battle against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt send them, and sliuU pray unto the Lord toward the 
city which thou hast chosen, and totvard the house that I have 
built for thy name : then hear thou in hcAvon their prayer and 
their supplication, and maintain their cause. 

If they sin against thee, (for there w no man that sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them^ and deliver them to the enemy, so 
that they carry them away captives unto the land of the enemy, 
far or near; yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land 
whither they were carried captives, and I'epent, and make sup- 
plication unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 
saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have com- 
mitted wickedness ; and m return unto thee with all their heart, 
and with all their soul, in the land of their enemies, which led 
them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their laud, wliich 
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thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have buUt for thy name : then hear thou 
their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people that have sinned 
against thee, and all their transgrassions wherein they Itave trans- 
gressed against thee, and give tliein compassion hefore them who 
carried them captive, that they »«ay have compassion on them : 
for they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou brought- 
est forth out of Eyypt^ from the midst of the furnace of iron : 
that thine eyes may be open unto the RuppHcation of thy ser\'ant, 
and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto 
them in all that tFiey call for unto thee. For thou didst separate 
them from among all the jjeople of the earth, fo be thine in- 
heritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant, 
when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lor<i God. 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying 
all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from 
before the altar of the Lokd, from kneeling on his knees with 
his haiul.H Spread up Ui heaven. And he sUmxI, and blessed all the 
congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying, Bli-^-sed i« the 
Lord, that hath given rest unto hispettple Lsrael, according to all 
that he promised : there hath not failed one word of all hia good 
promise, which he promistMl by the hand of Moses his servant. 
The IjORD our God be with u."*, as he was with our fathers: let 
him not le«ve u.s, nor forsake us : that he may incline our hearts 
unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his comman<lments, 
and his statutes, and hia judgments, which he comuiand<xl our 
fathers. And let these my words, wherewith I have made sup- 
plication before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day 
and nigiit, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the 
cause of his people larae! at all times, as the matter shall require: 
that all the people of the earth may know that the Lord m God, 
and tkat there is none else. Let your heart therefore he perfect 
with the Lord our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his 
comnuLndnients, as at this day. 

Qaeen of Bheba. — TV «tory cornea douhtla* from rariy tradition., hit the visit 
of lluB Qiuen qf Sheba miul have been primarily [lolitical. There/ore the 
pmaUform of the etcry improbably due to later recennons <u magnifying 
the wisdom of Solomon. 

Sheba, according to Pliny and Strabo, vas a commercial empire in the 
S. IV. of Arabia. 
(Of. Jer. TJ. 20, Ezek. xxvii. 22, Isniah Ix. 6, Ps. Ixxii. 16.) 
We hune nothing icarcely of its early history except thtU the names <^ 
q\uen» have not been discovered amid the ruins of its capital^ Mariaba, or 
Marib. 

10 AND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon 
concerning the name of the Loud, she came to prove him with 



1 KINQS] 



HISTORICAL SECTION 



173 



hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great 
train, with camels that bare spices, and very 
much gold, and precious stones: and when she ovf*, 
was come to Sotomon, she commune*! with him « 
of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told 
her all her questions : there was not any thing hid from the 
king, which he told her not. And when the queen of Sheha 
had seen all Solomon's wistlom, and the house that ho had built, 
and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his ser%*aiits, and 
the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cup- 
bearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of 
the Lord; there was no more spirit in her. And she said to 
the king. It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of 
thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it : and, behold, the half 
was not told me : thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame 
which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear 
thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in 
thee^ to set thee on the throne of Israel : because the Lord loved 
Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 
justice. And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones : 
there came no more such abundance of spices as these which 
the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 

And the navy also of Hiram, that bn^ught gold from Ophir, 
brought in from Ophir great plenty of alnnig trees, and precious 
stones. And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the 
bouse of the Lord, and for the king's house, harps also and 
psalteries for .singers : there came no such almug trees, nor were 
seen unto tliis day. 

And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her 
desire, whatsoever she asked, beside tfutt which Solomon gave 
her of his royal bounty. So she tamed and went to her own 
country, she and her servants. 



Siviaion of tb« Kingdom.— 77u- trritrr h/u apparmUhf aowu aifmpatkif with 
Ike recoil, ami iciin jjrrkiiji.i an Jiphraimite, ^nOtMff tka tueotuU oomes 
from the Chnmicla of the Kinij» of liratl. The phrase "unio this dap," 
ihtnct that the prrgnU narrative teas not eontemjHfrnrif with the tvejtls 
thtaiied. [A/Ur v, 24 one of the LXX vtrtiom ha$ a lomj addilionai 
p aroffrapK ahmU Jeroboam.] 

1 2 AND Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Israel were 
come to Shechem to make him king. 

And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence 
of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Eg}'pt ;) that they sent 



17i 



THE LITERAHY man's bible [1 KINGS 



Division of 

the 
Kingdom 

Xll. 1-24 



and called him. And Jei'oboam and all the congregation of 
Israel came, and epake unto Rehoboam, saying, 
Thy father made our yoke grievous ; now there- 
fore make tliou the grievous service of thy father, 
and his hea'vy yoke which ho put upon ua, lighter, 
and we will serve thee. And he said unto them, 
Depart yet for three days, then come again to me. And the 
people departed. 

And king Ilehoboain consulted with the old men, that stood 
before Solomon his father while be yet lived, and said, How do 
ye ftdvi.se that I may answer this people I And they spake unto 
him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, 
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and apeak good words to 
them, then they will bo thy servants for ever. 

But ho foi-stKjk the cjjunsel of the old men, which they had 
given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown 
up with him, and which stood before him : and he said unto 
them, What counsel give ye that we may answer this people, 
who Lav© spoken to me, sajniig, Make the yoke which thy father 
did put upon us hghterl And the young men that wore grown 
up with him spake untw him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak 
unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made 
our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter untfj us; thus shalt 
thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my 
father's loins. And now whereas my father did hide you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father Imth chastised 
you with wliips, but I will clia.stiso you with scnrpiona. 

So Jerolwam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 
day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to mo again the 
third day. And the king answered the people roughly, and 
forsook the old men's counsel that they gave iiim ; and spake to 
them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My father 
made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke : my father 
al»o chastisod you with whips, but I wilt chasti-se you with 
scoi"piona. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people ; 
for the cause was from the LoRn, that he might perform his 
saying, which the Lord spake by Aliijah the Shilonite unto 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the pe<i^>ple answered the king, saying, What portion have 
wo in David ? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse : 
to your tents, O Israel : now see to thine own house, David. 
So Israel departed unto their tents. But aa for the children of 
Israel wliich dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 
over them. 

Then king Itehoboam sent Adoram, who it-a* over the tribute ; 
and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore 
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king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to hLs chariot, to flee 
to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of David 
unto this day. And it came to pass, when all IsraeJ heard that 
Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto 
the congregation, and made him king over all Israel : there was 
none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah 
only. 

And when Rehoboam was como to Jerusalem, he aaaembled 
all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Bt^njamin, an hundred 
and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to 
fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon. But the word of God came 
unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam, 
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto idl the house of 
Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying, 
Thus aaith the Lord, Yd shall not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren the children of Israel : return every man to his house ; 
for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the 
word of the IjORD, and returne*! to depart^ according to the 
word of the Lord. 



Sl^ah'f 8acriilo0- — The teent of the mterifier in Afmml Curmtl, vrhick iciti held 
sacral hi/ Uic PhteHieiant a«d pnibtMj/ luut an aJtar Ui Baul lui tedl tu) to 
Jahvrh, 

In ehtip. xix. the naine of Afovtit ffortb tham that Ihiiaeetmnl tomn from ait 
SU^iitie or E-phraimiU noiirft. Mount Sinai emiid hate been rtaAedfrom 
Beer-aJuba t/i fight irr ten days. 

In the Tltcoptuimj in fhup, lix. nhstrve that the antejrpli^H of Du divinity 
hits gid brijiHul Ihiimfm/ifniis and earthqtiakfi. " The nt ill small toiee ' 
it lit, "a toiiiul nf Ihfir liUnce." Cf. Job ir. 10, " nilenct and a tvice," 

The tdtole itory comes from the Elijah doeuments prtaerved in North Israel. 

1 8 AND it CAme to pass n/Ycr many days, that the word of the 
Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself 
unto Ahab ; and I will send rain upon the earth. And Elijali 
went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there teas a sore famine 
in Samaria. 

And Aliab called Obadiah, wliich uxi^ the governor of his 
house. (Now Obadiali feared the Lohd greatly : for it was bo, 
when Jezebel cut oflf the prophets of the Lord, 
that Obadiah took an hundred propheta, and hid 
them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with broad 
and water.) And .tVluib said unto Oi>adiah, 
Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, 
brooks: perad venture wo may find grass to save the horses and 
mulea alive, that we lose not all the beasta. So they divided 
the land between them to pass througliout it : Ahab went one 
way by himself, and Obadiali went anotlier way by himself. 
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And as Obodiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met bim : and 
he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my 
lord Elijah ] And ho annwered him, I am : go, tell thy lord, 
Behold Elijah is here. And he said, "What have I sinned, that 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay 
me t Am the LoKD thy God liveth, there is no nation or king- 
dom, wliitlier my loitl hath not sent to seek thee : and when 
tlicy said, He is not tJmrf; ; he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not, And now thou sayost, Go, 
toll thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it sliall eomo to pass, 
at soon aa I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord 
shall carry thee whither I know not ; and no when I come and 
t«ll Ahab, and he cannot find tliee, he shall slay me : but I thy 
servant fear the honu from my youth. Was it not told my lord 
what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the TjORD, how I 
hid an hundred men of the Lokd's prophets by fifty in a cave, 
and fed them with breiid and water} And now thou sayest, 
Go, t*ll thy lord. Behold, Elijah w fiere : and he shall slay me. 
And Elijah said, As the Lokd of hosts liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day. 

So Ohadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him : and Ahab went 
to meet Elijuli. And it came Ut pass, when Ahub saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel T 
And be answered, I have not troubled Israel ; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of 
the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. Now therefore send 
atul gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets 
of Baal four hundred and fifty, and tlie prophets of the groves 
four hundred, whicii eat at Jezebers table. So Ahab sent unto 
all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together 
unto mount Carmel. 

And Elijali came unto all the people, and said, How long 
halt ye lietwoen two opinions 1 if the Lord be God, follow him : 
but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not 
a word. 

Then said Elijali unto the people, I, even I only, remain a 
prophet of the Lord ; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and 
fifty men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let 
them choose one bulliKik for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and 
lay ii on wotxl, ami put no fire under: and I will drewj the otlier 
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under : and call ye 
on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 
Loud : and the God that answereth by fire, lot him be God. And 
all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one 
bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and 
call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And they 
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took tho bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and 
called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, 
saying, O Baa!, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that 
answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 
And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, 
Cry alouii : for he is a god j either he is talking, or he is pur- 
suing, or ho is in a journey, or pwratlventure ho sleepeth, and 
must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed 
out upon them. And it came to pass, when midday was past, 
and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that there tvas neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any 
that regardetl. 

And Elijah said unto all the people. Come near unto mo. 
And all the piiople came near unt<i him. And he rep(iire<l the 
altar of the Ixird (/wti ivaa broken down. And Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of tho tribes nt the sons 
of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel 
sball be thy name ; and with the stones he built an altar in the 
name of the LoRit : and he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the 
wood in oi\ler, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on 
the wood, and said, Fill four Ijarrels with water, and jmur it on 
the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. Ami be said, Do it the 
second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, 
Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the 
water ran round about the altar ; and he fille<l the trench also 
with water. 

And it came to pass at tJie time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God 
of Abraham, Iwiac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, anfl tfuit 1 
have done all these things at thy word. Hear mc, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, 
and tiknt thou hast turned their heart back again. Then tho fire 
of the Loiui fell, and consumed tlie burnt sacrifice, and tho wood, 
and the stones, and tlie dust, and licked up the water that t4xu 
in the trench. 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces : and 
thoy said. The Lord, ho is the God ; the LoKO, he ii the God. 
And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal ; let not 
one of them escape. And they took them : and Elijah brought 
them down to the brtxik Kishon, and slew them tlrere. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink ; for 
(here i> a sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat 
and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel ; and 
he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between 

M 



178 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [1 ki 



his knees, and said to his servant, Go up now, look toward tl 
sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There i« nothing. 
And he naid, CiO again seven times. And it came to pass at the 
seventh time, that he aaid, Behold, there ariaeth a little cloud 
out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto 
Ahab, Prepare tht/ chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop 
thee not. And it came t«> paas in the mean while, that the 
heaven w^as black with clouds and wind, and there was a great 
rain. And Ah^b ro<le, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of 
the Lord was on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, and ran 
before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 

19 AND Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
withal how he had alain all the prophets with the sword. Then 
Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do 
to ma, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one 
of tliem by to morrow about this time. Ami when he saw ihtit, 
he ai"ose, and w^cnt for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which 
belongeCh to Judah, and left bis servant there. 

But ho himself went a day'a journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a jmiii«'r tree : and he requested 
for himself that he might die ; and siiid, It is enough ; now, O 
Lord, take away my life ; for I am not better than my fathers. 
And aa be lay and slept under a juniper ti*ee, behold, then an 
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he 
looked, and, behold, (here was a cake baken on the coals, and a 
cruse of water at his head. And he did cat and drink, and laid 
him down again. And the angel of the Lord came again the 
second time, and touched him, and .said, Arise and eat ; because 
the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and 
drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty 
nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he came tliither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, 
behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him, 
What doest thou here, Elijah 1 And he said, 1 have been very 
jealous for the Lord God of hosts : for the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword ; and I, e-ven- I only, am left ; and 
they seek my Ufe, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, and 
stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord 
paBsed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord waa 
not in the wind : and after the wind an earthquake ; but the 
Lord vxis not in the earthquake : and after the earthquake a 
fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and after the fire a still 
small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering 
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in of the cave. And, behold, ther« came a voice unto him, and 
said, What doest thou here, Elijah 1 And he said, I have been 
very jealoua for the Lord God of hosts : because tlio children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down tliine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, eveit I only, am 
left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. And the Lokd 
said unt«) him. Go, return on thy way to the wildcrnesw of 
Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Uazael to tie kin^ 
over Syria : and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to 
bf- king over Israel : and Elij^iia the son of Shaphat of Aliel- 
mcholali shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it 
shall como to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Kaziiel 
shall Jehu slay : and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu 
shall Eliaha slay. Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees wliich have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

So he departed thence, and found Eli&ha the son of Shaphat, 
who tvas plowing with twelve yoke o/ oxen before him, and he 
wiih the twelfth : and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle 
upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, 
jjet me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and /A«n I 
will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back ajL^ain : for 
what have I done to theo? And he returned back from him, 
and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their lleah 
with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and 
ministered unto him. 



Vineyard 

XXI. 



Aht^b uid Vaboth. — Thit dutpUr probably eomet from a hiMm'y of Elijah, but 
th potUioti u very doubtfvi. Perhaps U should eome Wfurt the roniest 
mi Carmel, At all events, the murder of Nabulh (<u Eitttld miutrka) 
directly ltd to (he dedrvction oftht Aohm (/ Omri, 

21 AND it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the 

Jezreelite had a vineyard, which icat in Jezreel, hard by the 

palace of Ahab king of Samaria. And Ahab 

spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- Naboth s 

yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, 

because it is near unto my house : and I will 

give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good 

to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth 

said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the 

inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

And Ahab came into his house hea\'y and displeased because 
of the word which Naboth the Jezrcelite had spoken to him : for 
ho had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. 
And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away hia face, 
and would eat no bread. 
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But Jezebel liid wife came to liim, and said unto Kim, Why is 
thy spirit so sad, that Ihnu cateat no bread] And ho said unto 
lier. Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreolite, and aaid unto 
liim, Give me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, 
I will give thee another vineyard for it : and he answered, I will 
not give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, 
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, a7al eat 
bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will give thee the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezroelite. So she wrote letters in Ahab's 
name, and sealed ihem with his seal, and sent the letters unto 
the ciders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with 
Naboth. And she wrot-e in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, 
antl set Naliotli on high among the people : and set two men, 
sons of Belial, bt'foro him, to bear witness against him, saying, 
Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him 
out, and stone liim, that he may die. 

And the men of his city, etyfn the elders an<l the nobles who 
were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto 
them, and a.s it ivas written in the letters which she had sent 
unto them. They proclaimetl a fast, and set Naboth on high 
among the people. And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and sat l>eforo him : and the men of Belial witnessed 
against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, 
saying, Naboth did blaspheme fiod and the king. Then they 
carrietJ him forth out of the city, and .stoned him with stones, 
that he died, Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is 
st-oned, and is dead. 

And it eame to pass, when Jezebel heai"d that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahah, Arise, take 
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezi-eelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money : for Nalxjth is not alive, but 
dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was 
dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

And the woi-d of the Loud came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 
An.se, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which ts in 
Samaria : behold, he w in tho vineyard of Naboth, whither he is 
gone down to posses.'i it. i^\nd thou ahalt 8]>eak unto him, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession 1 
And thou shalt speak uut<} him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, In 
the plac« where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
thy blcK>d, even thine. 

And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, mine 
enemy 1 And he unswerod, I have found thee: because thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Loitu. Behold, 
I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, 
and will cut off from Ahab him that piaseth against the wall, 
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and him that is shut up and left in Isi-ael, and will make thine 
house like the house of Jerobojim the son of Nebat, and like the 
house of Baosha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation where- 
with thou hast provoked rne to anger, and made Israel to sin. 
And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, The dogs shall eat 
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab in the 
city the dogs shall eat ; and him that dieth in the field shall the 
fowls of the air eat. 

But there was none like unto Ahab, wJiich did sell himself to 
work wickedness in tiie sight of the Loim, whom Jezebel hui wife 
stirred up. And he did very abominably in following idols, 
according to all thinija as did the Amorites, whom the Lokd cast 
out before the children of Israel. 

And it came to pjiss, when Ahab heard those words, that he 
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his llesh, and fasted, and 
lay in sackcloth, and went softly. And the word of the IjORU 
came to Elijah tlio Tishbite, saying, Seest thuu how Ahab 
humbleth himself befoi-eme? because he hunibleth himself before 
me, I will not bring the evil in his days : but in his son's days 
will I bring the evil upon his house. 



Beatb of Ahab. — The mmrve is the A'ti/ivtial Anmih "J the Uoatt of Israel. 

Bailtiulwl had ri/\ued to rurrendtr the frontier cUy of Saraoth-gilcaui, and 
AKab, afltr Ihrtr ijfan' Inuv, resolved to anscrt hy force the riffhti 6«- 
Umaing to him Inj Uu- trealy 11/ Apluk (urc ehaji. xx.). 

Jthoihaphit of Judith IX Ouitir/lU to ha it been Aluib't vtutai, beeauM Kt 
■innrricd Ah(i}i'» dnuijIiJrr (2 Kiugs viii. 18). 

Oltaerve that Ahas can command 400 prophets of Jahveh, suggesting a very 
different situation from thai revealed in Elijah's bingrapki/. Jiui, as ict 
see in the course of Die itarrulire, there )tas alreiuly beijun a discord in 
the ranks uf the prophetic boity, tckieh (xnUinues q/ler this date i« later 
Ifehriiic hislunj. 

22 AND they continued three years without war between Syria 
and Israel. And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoaha- 
phut the king of Judah came down to the king 
of Israel. And the king of Israel said unto his 
servant-s Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is 
our's, and we be still, and take it not out of the 
hand of the king of Syria? And he said unto 
JehoHhaphat, Wilt thou go with me to t>attJe to 
Roinoth-gileod 1 And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, 
I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses aa thy 
horses. 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray 
thee, at the word of the Lord to day. Then the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and 
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said unto ihem, Shall I go against Ramoth-gileod to battle, or 
shall I forbear 1 And they said, Oo up; for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king. 

And Jehoshaphat Baid, h there not here a prophet of the Ix>rd 
besides, that we tiii;»ht enquire of him 1 And the king of Israel 
said unto Jehoshaphat-, Thf^re vi yet one man, Micaiah the son of 
Tinlah, by whom we may enquiro of the Lori> : but I hate him ; 
for he rlotti not propliesy good concetning me, but evi\. And 
Jehoshaphat s;iif], I^et not the king say fax 

Then the king of Israel eiilteil an otFicer, and said, Hasten 
hifhiiv Mieaiah the son of Indali. And ihe king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat eaeli on his tlirone, having put 
on their robes, in a void pliice in the enti'anco of the gate of 
Samaria ; and all the pniphuts prophesied before them. And 
Zedekiab the sou of Clifoajvnali nmde hiiu liorua of iron : anfl ho 
said, Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt thou push the 
Syrians, until thou have consumed them. And all the prophets 
prophesied so, saying, Go up to Rauioth-giload, and piTwper : for 
the Tx)Ri> shall deliver it into the king's hand. 

And the mcsHenger that was gone to call Micaiah .spake unto 
him, saying, Behold now, the isortls of the prf>phets declare good 
unt<i the king with one mouth : let thy woi-d, I pray thee, be like 
the woi-d of one of them, and speak that which w good. And 
Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, 
that will I .speak. So he came to the king. 

And t!ie king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against 
Hamoth-gilead tti battle, or shall we forbear ) And be answered 
liim, Go, and prosper; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand 
of tlie king. And the king said unto him, How many times 
shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is 
true in the name of the Lord? And he .sai<l, I .saw all Israel 
scattered upon tlie hilln, as slieep that have not a shcphcnl : and 
the Lord said, Thcjse have no master : let them i-eturn every 
man to his house in peace. 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did T not tell 
thee tliathe woukl prophesy no good coriet^rning me, but evil 1 

And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord : I saw 
the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven stand- 
ing by him on bi.s right hand and on Ids left. And the Lord 
said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Raniothgilead ? And one said on this manner, and another said 
on that manner. And there came forth a spirit, and «tood before 
the Lord, and said, I will persuade him. And the Lord said 
unto him, Wherewith 1 And he said, I will go forth, and I will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all hia prophets. And he said. 
Thou shalt persuade hhn, and prevail also : go forth, and do so. 
Now theitfore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the 
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mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil 
concerning thee. 

But Zedekiah tho son of Chcnaanah went near, and smote 
Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of 
the Lord from me to speak unto thee^ And Micaiah said, 
Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when thou shalt go into an 
inner chamber to hide thyself. 

And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him back 
unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joaah the king's 
son ; and say, Thus saith the king, Put this fdlow in the prison, 
and feed hira with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, 
until I come in peace. And Micaiah said, If thou i-eturn at all 
in peace, tho Ix>rd hath not spoken by me. And he said. 
Hearken, O people, every one of you. 

So the king of Israel and Jehoi^baphat the king of Judah went 
up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehosha- 
phat, I will disguise myself, and enter into the battle ; but put 
thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself, and 
went into the battle. But the king of Syria commanded his 
thirty and two captains that had rule over his cliariots, saying. 
Fight neither with small nor great, save only with the king of 
Israel. And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 
flaw Jehoshaphat, that they said, Surely it %» the king of Israel. 
And they turned aside to iiglit against him : and Jehoshaphat 
cried out. And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 
perceived that it t«M not the king of Israel, that they turned 
back from pursuing him. And a certain man drew a bow at a 
venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the 
harness : wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot. Turn 
thine hand, and carry me out of the host ; for I am wounded. 
And the battle increased that day : and the king was stayed up 
in his chariot against the Syriana, and died at even : and the 
blood ran out of the wound into the miilst of the chariot. And 
there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going 
down of the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and every man 
to his own country. So the king die<l, and was brought to 
Samaria ; and thoy buried the king in Samaria. .\nd one 
washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked 
up his blood ; and they washed his armour ; according unto the 
word of the Lord which he spake. 

Now the rest of the acta of Ahab, and all that he did, and the 
ivory house wliich ho made, and all the cities that he built, ar« 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of tho kings of 
Israel 1 So Ahab slept with Ids fathers ; and Ahaziah his son 
reigned in hia stead. 
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Tranilatioa of Slijah. — Thrre icas prvbcMp a Life of Eliaha {na in Elijah's 
roju), i.e. a coUedion of Morie* and traditiofu. The tons of th-e prophfts in 
various loeaUtia, having redveed them to writing, put (hevi lootdy Icjflhfr. 
The Iranalation <^ ■Sl^'oh }/dong» to the Eliaha group, (1) bfcauac Elijah 
is aiumys ilejrittea at a toUtary man, <ind he is here brought into nmnrrtion 
vyilh yrtfphetie guilds. (2) In 1 Kings xix. Elisha is alrtady Elijah's 
sueeetsor, vAereas here the tueceision is apparently doub(ftU, arid depends 
^qion the aeutmeat itf Elisha' s vision, 

2 AND it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah 

into heaveu by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from 

Gtlgal. iViid Eiijiih said unto Elisha, Tarry here, 

^nfr^i*'^ I pray tliee ; for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el. 
jj ^ And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, 

and (M thy aoul liveth, 1 will not leave thee. 
Ho they went down to Beth-el. And the sons of the prophets 
that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto 
him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master 
from thy head to day T And he said, Yea, I know it ; hold ye 
your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Eli.slia, tarry heje, I pray 
thee ; for the Lord hath sent rae to Jerjclio. And he said, As 
tho IjORU liveth, and na thy noul liveth, I will not leave thee. So 
they came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were 
at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowe.st thou that 
the Lord will take away thy raa-ster from thy head to day ? And 
he answered. Yea, I know U ; hold yo your j>e4ice. And Elijah 
sairl unto him, Tarry, I pray tliee, here; for the Lord hath sent 
mo to Jordan. And he said. As the Lord liveth, and (w thy soul 
liveth, I wiH not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty 
men of the Kons of the prophets went, and Htood to view afar off: 
and they two stood hy Jordan. And Elijah tiwk his mantle, and 
wrapped t< together, and smote the waters, and they were divided 
hither and tliither, so that they two went over on diy ground. 

And it came to pfus.s, when they were gone over, that Elijah 
said uiitu Elisha, Ask what I sliall do for thee, before I be tAken 
away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a tlouble 
portion of thy spirit be upcm me. And he said, Tliou hast 
askerJ a hartl thing : neverlheless, if thou see me when I am 
taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not 
be so. 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and tiiikt^'d, that, 
hehokl, th*.'re appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire^ and 
parted them both asunder ; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into hea%'en, 

And Elislui saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the 
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chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no 
more : and he took hold of his own clotlie«, and rent them in two 
pieces. He took up also the mantle of EHjah that fell from him, 
and went back, and 8too<:1 by the bank of Jordan ; and he took 
the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and 
said. Where is the Lord Gwl of Elijah ) and when be also had 
smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither : and Elisha 
went over. 

And whoa the sons of the prophets which were to \iew at 
Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on 
Eli.sha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to 
the ground before lum. And they said unto lilm, Behold now, 
there be with thy servants fifty strong men ; let them go, we pray 
thee, anil seek thy master : lest peradventure the Spirit of the 
Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or 
into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send. And when 
they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent 
therefore fifty men ; and they sought three days, but foun<l him 
not. And when they came again t« him, (for he tarried at 
Jericho,) he said unto them. Did I not say unbj you, Go not 1 

.i\jid the men of the city said unto Elisha, liehold, I pray thee, 
the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth : but the 
water is naught, and the ground barren. And he said, Bring me 
a new cruse, and pub salt therein. And they brought it to him. 
And he went forth unto the spring uf the waters, and cast the 
salt in there, ami said. Thus .saitli the Lord, I liave healed these 
waters ; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren 
land. So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the 
saying of Elisha which he spake. 

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el ; and as he was 
going up by the way, there came forth littln chKdren out of the 
city, and mocked him, and said unto him, tin up, thou bild head ; 
go up, thou bulil head. And he turned back, and iookisJ on them, 
and cursed them in the rian>o of the Lono. And thfre came 
forth two she be^ii-s out of the W(kx1, and tare forty ami two 
children of them. And he went from thence to uiount Oarmel, 
and from thence he returned to Samaria. 



The SlmoAauiiitfl. — fFe do lul know tht proper Artnulof^ here : th« etmiU may 
Kavt futppenad in ike reign of JtJwruin, or iinjlcr the dijiuifiy uf Jcku, 
iciih Klium Elisha was on amietUilc Irrirui. It !s said Ihal Uirre arc tuine 
tract* in this chttpter of local dialect, such at is m4 found elttwhen, 

4 NOW there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons 
of the prophets unto Elisha, saying. Thy 8er\'ant ray hu.-«band is 
dead ; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear tlie IjORD : 
and tlio creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be 
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the 

Shunammite 

IV. 1-37 



And ELisha sivid unto her, What shaU I do for thee? 
tell me, what haat thou in the house ? And she 
Raid, Thine liandmaid hath not any thing in the 
house, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow 
thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even 
empty vessels ; borrow not a few. And when 
thou art como in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon 
thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou 
shalt set aside that which is full. 8u she went from him, and 
shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the 
veateh to her ; and she poured out. And it came to pass, wlien 
the vessels wore full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet 
a vessel. And ho said unto Jier, There is not a vessel more. 
And the oil stayed. Then she eanie and told the man of God. 
And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou 
and thy children of the rest. 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunom, where ivas 
a groat woman ; and she constniintHJ him to eat bread. And so 
it was, that as oft as he pas-sed by, ho turned in thither to eat 
bread. And she said unto lier husimnd, Behold now, I perceive 
that this in an holy man uf Gwl, which piisseth by us continually. 
Let us make a little chamljer, I pray thee, on the wall ; and let 
us set for him tliero a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candle- 
stick : and it .s!iall be, when he cometh to us^ that he shall turn 
in thither. 

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into 
the chamber, and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his sen'ant, 
Call this Hhunammite. And when he had called her, she sUmd 
before him. And he said unto him, Bay now unto her, Behold, 
thou hast been careful for us with all this care ; what is to be 
done for thee! wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to 
the captain of the hosfi And she answered, I dwell among 
mine own people. And he said, What then is to be done for 
her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her 
husband isold. And he said. Call her. And when he had called 
her, she stood in the door. And he saifi, About this season, 
according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And 
sho said, Nay, my lord, tfwu man of Gwl, do not lie unto thine 
handmaid. And the woman conceive<l, and bare a son at tliat 
season that Eiisha had said unto her, according to the time of life. 
And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went 
out to his father to the reapers. And he said unto bis father, 
My head, my head. And he said to a lafl, Carry him to his 
mother. And when he had taken him, and brought him to his 
mother, he sat on her knpes till noon, and then died. And she 
went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and ,sliut 
//i« door upon him, and went out. And she called unto her hus- 
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band, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and 
one of the asses, tliat I may run t<i the man of God, and come 
again. And he said, Wherefore wilt tliou go to iiiin to day 1 it 
is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said. It ghall be 
well. Then she saddle*! an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, 
and go forward ; slack not thy riding for me, except I bi«l thee. 
So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. 

And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, 
that ho said to Gehazi his servant. Behold, yonder w» that Shu- 
nammite : run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, 
/» U well with thee 1 is it well with thy husband 1 is it well with 
the child I And she answered, It is well. And when she came 
to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet : but 
Gehazi came near to thru.st her away. And the man of God 
said, Let her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the 
Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. Then she said. 
Did I desire a .son of my lordl did I not say, Do not deceive mel 
Tiien he said to Gehazi, Gini up tliy loins, and take my staff in 
thine hand, and go thy way: if thou niet't any man, salute him 
not ; and if any salute thee, answer him not again ; and lay my 
staff upon the face of the child. Aiid the mother of the child 
said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. And he arose, and followed her. 

And Gehazi passed on before them, and lai<l tlie staff upon 
the face of the child ; but there was neither voii.'o, nor hearing. 
Wherefore he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, 
The child is not awaked. And when Elisha was come into the 
house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. He 
went in therefore, and shut the door upion them twain, and 
prayed unto the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the 
child, and put his mouth u[>on hia mouth, and his eyes upon his 
eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and ho stretched himself 
upon the child ; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then 
he returned, and walked in the house to and fro ; and went up, 
and stretched himself upon him ; and the child sneezed seven 
times, and the child opened hia eyes. And he called Gehazi, 
and said, Call this Shunamraite. So ho called her. And when 
she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she 
went in, and fell at hia feet, and boweil herself to the ground, and 
took up her .son, and went out. 



Tha Story of irtaman. — TV region u/ Damaacwt it dUl watertd by ttm main 
:tirearii^ : ihf Xahr Barada {^Ahana) mud tin Nakr-d-Avaj (F'harjHir), 

Rimnwn or liamniAn uxu ikt tkimdtr-god oftkt Atayrimu. 

5 NOW Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was 
a great man with hia master, and honourable, because by him 
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The Healing 

of Naatnan 

the Assyrian 

Y, 



the Lord had given deliverance nnto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. And 
the Syrians hatl goiio out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Israel 
a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 
And sho siaid unto her mistress, Would God my 
lord were with t!ie prophet that is in Saniaria I for he would 
recover him of his leprosy. And one went in, and told his lord, 
saying, Thus and thus said the maid that in of the land of Israel. 
And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
unt<t the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him 
ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and tt^n 
changes of raiment. And ho brought the letter to the king of 
Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come nnto thee, behold, I 
have iheretcfitk sent Naamau my servant to tiiee, tliat thou may- 
eat recover him of hi.s leprosy. And it came t« pass, when the 
king of Israel had rem! the letter, that ho rent his clothes, and 
said, Am 1 God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
Bend unto me to recover a man of his leprosy T wherefore consider, 
I pray you, and see how he seckoth a quarrel against me. 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard thatl 
the king of Israel had rent bis clothes, that he sent to the king, 
sayuig, Wherefore hast thou i-ent thy clothes 1 let him come now 
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. So 
Naaman came with his horses and with hi.s chariot, and stood at 
the door of the hou.se of ElLsha. And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 
fiesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clwin. But 
Naaman was wroth, and went away, an<l said, Bchoki, I thought, 
He will snrely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the watei-s of iHrncl ? may I not wash 
in them, anfl be clean ? So he tume<l and went away in a rage. 
And his servants cauio near, and spake unto him, and said. My 
father, i/*tho prophet had bid thee rio some great thing, wouldesfc 
thou not have <lonc itf how much rath<;r Ihen, when he .saith to 
thee, Wash, and he clean? Then went ho down, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the 
man of God : and his HeHh came again like untfj the fleish of a 
little child, and he was clean, 

And he returnotl to the man of Goil, he and all his company, 
and came, atnl stood Ijefore him ; and he eaiil. Behold, now I 
know that there is no GolI in all the earth, but in Israel : now 
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. But he 
said, A» the Ix)RD liveth, befoi-e whom I atatul, I will receive 
none. And he urged him to take it; but he refuse^l. And 
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Naauian said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 
servant two mules' bunion of earth 1 for ttiy servant will hence- 
forth offer neither burnt offering nor sucrifiee unto other gotla, 
but unto the Loud. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, 
Ihal- when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship 
there, ami he loaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house 
of Rimmon : when I bow ilown myself in the house of Rimmon, 
the Louu pardon thy servant in this thing. And lie said unto 
him, Go in peace. So he departetl from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of GotI, said, 
Behold, my master hath spared Naauian this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that which ho brought: but, as the Loho 
liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. So 
Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw Aim 
running aft-er him, he lighted down frnm the chariot to meet him, 
and said, h all well ? And he said, All w well. My master hath 
sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from 
mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the pi^ophets : give 
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. 
And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged 
him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two 
changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants ; 
and they bare them before him. And when he came to the 
tower, ho took them, from their hand, and bestowed them in the 
house : and he let the men go, and they departed. But he went 
in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unt« him, 
Whence comest thoti, Gehazi 1 And he said. Thy servant went 
no whither. And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with 
tftef, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet theel 
la it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oUve- 
yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and 
maidservants 1 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from 
his presence a leper as whits as snow. 

Siege of Samaria. — JFJun did lhi$ liege oeeur t Wt tlo nut Lnmr. linJitiJud 
ntfd Hot bt tht contfrnprnxiry qfAnai : he nuty be the mm nj Ifivaicl, irliotc 
adiviti/ lift in the rciffH ofjetuxihu, «m i^ Jehu (xiii. 3). 

Either Ote tueount came from the biography (if EiitkOf or more probably frvM 
the Chroniela of Iht K%i»gt ofltrad. 

6 AND it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria 
gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And 
there was a great famine in Samaria : and, behold, _. . 

they besiegwl it, until an ass's head was sold for Samaria 
fourscore piere« of silver, and the fourth part of vi,24— VII. eud 
a cab of dove's dung for five pieces of silver. 
And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, 
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there cried a woman unto Uira, saying, Help, my lord, O king. 
And he said, If the Ltmi) do not help thee, whence shall I help 
thee? out of the bamfloor, or out of the winepress 1 And the 
king said unto her, What ailetli theel And slie answered, This 
woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, 
and we will cat my son to morrow. So we boiled my son, and 
did eat him : and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, 
that we may eat him: and she bath hid her son. And it camdj 
to puss, when the king heanl the words of the woman, that he 
rent iiis clothes ; and he passed by upon the wall, and tho people 
looked, and, behold, he fuul sackcloth within upon his flesh. 
Then he aaid, Got! do so and more also to me, if the head of 
Elisha the son of Shaphat sliall stand on him this day. But 
Elishasat in his house, and the elders .sat with him; and fJte king 
sent a man from liefore him : but ere the messenger came to liim, 
ho said to the elders, See ye how this son of a murderer hath 
sent to take away mine liead ? look, when the messenger cometh, 
shut the door, ami liold him fast at the door : is not the sound 
of his master's feet behind himi And while he yet talked with 
them, behold, the messenger came down unto him : and he said, 
Behold, this evil is of the Loku ; what should I wait for the 
Lord any longer? 

7 THEN Elisha said, Hear yo the word of the Lord ; Tims 
Baith the Loud, To morrow al>out this time nhall a measure of 
fine flour be cold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then a lord on whose hand the 
king leaned answered the man of God, and said. Behold, if the 
Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing bet 
And he said. Behold, thou shalt see ii with thine eyes, but shalt 
not eat thereof. 

And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the 
gate : and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we 
diel If we say. We will enter into the city, then the famine w 
in the city, and we shall die there : and if we sit still here, we 
die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of 
the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall live ; and if they kill 
us, we sliall but chc. And they rose up in the twilight, to go 
unto the camp of the Syrians : and when they were come to the 
uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man 
there. For the Loki> had made tho host of the Syrians to hear 
a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a 
great host : and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel 
hath hired against ua the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of 
the Egyptians,' to come upon ua. Wherefore they arose and fled 

' VII. 6. — Nnt Egyptiftng probably, but inhabitantsof ilazri in Cappadoci*, 
ofteu confused with Egy£>t (Mizraiin). 
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in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their 
aaees, even the camp as it tea*, and fled for their life. And 
when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they 
went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thenc<» 
silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it ; and came 
again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, 
and went and hid it. Then they said one to another, We do 
not well : this day is a day of good tidings, and wc hold our 
peace: if we tarry till tlie morning light, some mischief will 
come upon us : now therefore come, that we may go and tell 
the king's household. So they came and called unto the porter 
of the city : and they told them, saying, We came to the camp 
of the Syrians, and, behold, tfiere toaa no man there, neither 
voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as 
they vfere. And he called the porters ; and they told t( to the 
king's house within. 

And the king arose in the nighty and said unto hia servants, 1 
will now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They 
know that we be hungry ; therefore are they gone out of the 
camp to hide tiiemselves in the field, saying. When they come 
out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city. 
And one of his servants answered and said. Let some take, I 
pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the 
city, (behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are 
left in it : behold, / say, they are even as all the multitude 
of the Israelites that are consumed :) and let us send and see. 
Tliey took therefore two chariot horses ; and the king sent after 
the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. And they went 
after them unto Jordan : and, lo, all the way was full of gar- 
ments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. 

And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syiians. 
8o a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. And 
the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have 
the charge of the gate : and the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when 
the king came down to him. And it eaiue to pass as the man of 
God had spoken to the king, saying. Two measures of barley for 
a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to 
morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria : and that lord 
answered the man of God, and said. Now, behold, i/ the Lord 
should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be ? And 
he said. Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not 
eat thereof. And so it fell out unto him : for the people trode 
upon him in the gate, and he died. 
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Jel>a. — TVrijr w n. fiwJy df«crijilitx rfiJipttr, a good xpeeimen >/ th« narrative 
xlyle of the hintoruiiis <U tlieir brut,. 

Elijah, EliiJia an4 the prophets stettdily ojiposcd the rtligunu policy of the 
hi/use of Oiiiri. Ifere Elishi earrie^ oiU Ih^ revolution. 



The Calling: 

of Jehu 

IX. 



bretl 



iren, 



and 



9 AND Elisha the projiiiet oilled one of the children of tha 
prophets, and said unto hitiv. Gird up thy loins, and take tliis 
box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead : 
and when thou conieatthitlier, look out there Jehu 
the son of Jelioshaphat the son of Nimshi, and 
go in, and make him arise up from among his 
carry him to an inntn" cliamljor ; then take the 
box of oil, and pour it ini hia head, and say, Thus saitli the 
Loud, I have anointed Ihee king over Israel. Then open the 
door, and flee, and t^vrry not. So the young man, even the 
young man tht' prophet, went to Ejinioth-fj;iload. 

And wlieu he came, behold, the captains of the host u?ere 
sitting ; and he said, I have an errand to the*-, O captain. And 
Jehu said, ITnto which of all usl And ho said, To thee, O 
captain. And he arose, and wont into the house ; and he poured 
the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith the LoRn God 
of iBrael, I have anointt^d thee king over the people of the Lord, 
even over Isratd. And thou slialt smit-e the house of Ahab 
thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my servants the 
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the 
hand of Jezel^el. For the whole house of Ahab ehall perish ; 
and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, 
and him t!mt is shut up and left in Israel : and I will make tho 
house of Ahah like tlie houw of Jei-oljoam the son of Nobat, and 
like the house of Baa^ilia the son of Ahijali : and the dogs shall 
eat Jezebel in the p<>rtion of Jezreel, and there shnli be none to 
bury her. And he opened the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of hia lord : and oiie 
said unto him, /s all well t wherefore came this mad fellow to 
theeT And he said unto them, Ye know the man, and his com- 
munication. And they said, /( is faisc ; toll us now. And he 
said. Thus and thus spake he to me, saying. Thus saith the 
IjOrd, I have anoint^vtl thee king over Israel- Then tliey hasted, 
and t/ook every man his gannent, and put it under him on the 
top of the stairs, and blow with trumpets, saying, Jehu i.s king. 
So Jehu the son of Jehosliaphat the son of Nimshi conspired 
against Joram. (Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all 
Israel, because of Hazael king of Syria. But king Joram was 
returned to be healetl in Jeereel of the wounds which the Syrians 
had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) 

And Jehu said. If it be your minds, then let none go forth 
nor escape out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel. So Jehu 
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rode in a chariot, and went to Jezree!; for Joram lay there. 
And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. And 
there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreol, and he spied 
the company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a company. 
And Joram said, Take an horseman, and send to meet thetn, 
and let him say, /« it pojicef So there went one on horseback 
to meet him, and said, Thus saith the king, la it peace ? And 
Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace t turn thee behind 
me. And the watchman told, saying, The messenger came to 
them, but he oometh not again. Then he sent out a second on 
horseback, which came to them, and said, Tliua saitli tlie king, 
Is it peace"! And Jehu answered, Wliat hast thou to do with 
peace? turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying, 
Ho came even unto them, and cometh not again : and the 
driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi ; for he 
driveth furiously. And Joram said, Make re^wly. jVnd his 
chariot was made ready. And Joram king of Israel and Aha- 
ziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and tliey went 
out against Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. 

And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, la 
it peace, Jehu 1 And he answered, What peace, so long as the 
whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so 
many? And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to 
Ahaziah, There r» treachery, O Ahaziah. And Jehu drew a 
bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, 
and the arrow went out at liis heart, and he sunk down in his 
chariot. Then said Jehn to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and 
cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the Jexreelite : 
for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after 
Ahab his father, the Lord laid tliis burden upon him ; surely I 
have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his 
sons, saith the Lord ; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith 
the Lord. Now therefore take avd cast him into the plat of 
grourul^ according to the word of the Lord. 

But when ^\Jiaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the 
way of the garden house. And Jehu followed after him, and 
said, Smite him also in the chariot. And they did so at the 
going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, 
and died there. And his servants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buiiod him in his sepulchre with hia fathers in 
the city of DaWd. .\nd in the eleventh year of Joi-am the son 
of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it ; and 
she painted her face, and tiled her hood, and looked out at a 
window. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said. Had 
Zimri peace, who slow his master 1 And he lifted up his face to 
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the window, and said, Who ia on my side? who? And there 
looked out to him two cr throe eunuchs. And he said, Throw 
her down. 80 they throw her down : and som« of her blood 
waa sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses : and he trodo her 
under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, 
and said, 60, see now this cursed tooinan, and bury her : for she 
is a king's daughter. And they went to bui-y her: but they 
found no more of lior than the skull, and the feet, and the 
pa,hiia of her hands. Wherefore thoy uame again, and told him. 
And he .said, Thi.s is the word of the Lord, which he spake by 
liis servant Elijali the Tiahbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel 
ahalJ dogs eat the flesh of Jejffibcl : and the caraise of Jezebel 
shall be as dung upon the face of tlie field in the portion of 
Jezreel ; so that they shall not say, This is Jezetel. 



Bannaelierib'i Campaign. — Tlu. cowpnign uf SennaeJierib rteourUcd here u 
apjMiirntli/ a conipoaile narrnlive, wade up of three ehmenU: 

(1) j4 lumj action, xviii. 17 — xix. 7, an attempt of Sennaeherib to obtain 
the surrender of Jerusalem by threats, Tfiia mimmoni vxu rtgeeted bjf 
adxrUe of Isaiah. 

(2) xix. 8-86. Aeetmnl of a thrmtii^uing letier seiU to Heiehiah hy 
Sennacherib, when mux more IsaiaJi propheiries that the Assyrian, kin^ 
vnnild have to return to his oiCTl iavd. 

(3) JMgtly, xviii. 13-16, is apparenlhj wriitm by an annalist out qf the 
royal Oironieles of Uu: Kings of Judah, The name Hexkiah is spelt 
differently in seelions (3) and (1). 

From Assyrian sources we know nothing of tht two main narratives. In 
701 B.C. SnimirhiTih marched against the Western Syrian states, subdued 
Phvnicia, fought tlm battle of Ellekeh in the Philistine coKiUry againat 
" Kings of Eg^ipt," and then proceeded against Jerusalem, He did not 
take, the city, but Ilcxekiah paid a large tribute. 

Will) SiiDUtfherib returned to Nineveh vie know, though the eitneiform 
inscrifi/iijiui do nut stale it in refcrenee to this pariinilur campaign. There 
was disturbance at home owing to the Tnse of liabylon, under JHerodach- 
baiadan. Also probably typhus broke out in his army. " The angel ^ 
the Lord," xix. 86. 

AboiU Tirhakah ice kiiow little (la. xxxriL 9) except Oiat lit probably 
vxu not king of Egypt till 091. 

18 NOW in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Senna- 
cherib king of Assyria eoiue up against all the feneed cities of 
Judali, and took tliem. And Hezekiah king of 
Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lacliish, 
saying, I have offended ; return from me : that 
which thou puttest on me will I boar. And the 
king of i\ssyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty 
talent* of gold. And Hezekiah gave Aim all the silver that was 
found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's 
housa At that time did Hezekiah cut off t/ie gold from the 
doors «f tJie temple of the Lobd, and from the pillars which 
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Hezekiah king of Judali had overlaid, and gave it to the king of 
Assyria. 

And the king of Assjn-ia sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab- 
shakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against 
Jerusalem. And tJiey went up and came to Jerusalem. And 
when they wei* come up, they came and stood by tho conduit of 
the upper pool, which t# in the highway of the fuller's field. 
And when tliey had called to the king, there came out to them 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which uvs over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Jonh the son of Asaph the recorder. 

And Ilab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, 
Thus saith the groat king, the king of AssjTJa, What confidence 
is thi.s wherein thou tnistcst? Thou sayest, (but they are but 
vain woitls,) I hava counsel and strength for the war. Now on 
whom dost thou tmst, that thou rebellest against nie ? Now, 
behold, thou trust^st uj)on tho staff of this bruised reed, even 
upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, 
and pierce it : so is Pharaoh king of Egj^pt unto all that trust 
on him. But if ye say unto me. We trust in the Lord our God : 
« not that he, whose high places antl whose altars Hezekiah 
hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye 
shall worahip befoi-e X\i\a altar in Jerusalem 7 Now therefore, I 
pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I 
■will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy 
pait to set riders upon tlieiu. How then wilt thou turn away 
the face of one captain of the least of m}' mast.er'8 servants, and 
put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen ? Am I 
now come up without the Loud against this place to destroy it ? 
ITie Lord said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it. 

Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, 
unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the 
Syrian language ; for we understand it : and talk not with us in 
the Jews' language in the ears of the people that are on tho 
walL But Ilab-shakoh said unto them. Hath my master sent 
me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words f hath he not 
B«nl me to the men wliich sit on the wall, that they may cat 
their own dung, and drink their own piss with you 1 

Then liab-slmkeh st^xxl and crietl with a loud voice in the 
Jews' language, and spake, saying, Hear the word of the great 
king, the king of Assyria : thus saith the king, Let not Heze- 
rJtiah deceive you : for he .'shall not Ik- able to deliver you out of 
I his hand : neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Loud, 
saying. The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall not 
be delivered into the hand of the king of ..tVKsyria. Hearken not 
to Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of .iVjtsyria, Make an 
tiffreement with mo by a present, and come out to me, and then 
oat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of his tig tree, 



196 THE LTTEKARY MAN'S BIBLE [2 kings 



and druik ye eveiy oue the waters of his cistern : until I come 
and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn 
and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and 
of honey, that ye may live, and not die : and hearken not unto 
Hezckiah, when he persuadetli you, saying, The Lord will de- 
liver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all 
his land out of the iiaiid of the king of Assyria'! Where ore 
the gods of Hainath, and of Arpad 1 where are the gods of Se- 
pfaarvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? have they delivered Saniaria out of 
mine band ? Who are they among ail tlie go<ls of the countries, 
that have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the 
LoKD should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand ? 

But the peopl(.' held their peace, and answered him not a 
word : for the king's commandment wag, saying, Answer liim not. 

Then camo Eliaktm the bon of Hilkiah, which myw over the 
household, and Shebna the Bcribe^ and Joah the son of Asaph 
the recoixier, to Ilezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him 
the words of Rab-shakeh. 

1 9 AND it came to pass, when king Hezckiah heard it, 
that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, 
and went into the house of tho Lord, And he sent 
EJiakim, which ivaa over the household, and Shebna the scribe, 
and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And they said unto him, 
Tlius saith Hezckiah, This tiay i« a day of trouble, and of rebuke, 
and bla.spheiny : for the children are come to the birth, and there 
iV not strength to bring forth. It may be tho Lohd thy God will 
hear all the word.s of llab shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his 
master hath sent to reproach the living God ; and will reprove 
the woi-ds which the Lord thy God hath heard : wherefore lift 
up tht/ prayer for the remnant tlmt are left, 

So the servants of king Hezckiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah 
said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master. Thus saith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with 
which the servants of the king of A.ssyria have blasphemed me. 
Behold, I will .lend a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and shall return to his own land ; and I will cause him 
to fall by the sword in his own land. 

So llab-shakeh returned, and found tlie king of Assyria war- 
ring against Libnali : for he had heard that he was departed 
fwm Lachish. And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, Behohl, lie is ctmiP out to fight against thee : he sent 
messengers again unto Hezckiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak 
to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not tliy God in whom 
thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou 
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hast heard what the kin^ of Assyria have done to all lands, by 
destroying tlicm utterly : and shalt thou be delivered ? Have 
the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 
destroyed ; as Gtozan, and Haran, and Rezepli, and the children 
of Eden which were in Thelasar? Where it the king of Hainath, 
and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sephanaim, 
of Hena, and Ivah f 

And llezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messen- 
gers, and read it : and Hezekiah went uj) into the house of the 
Lord, and spread it before the Lono. And Hezekiah prayed 
before the Lono, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest 
between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast made heaven and 
earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear : open, Lokd, thine 
eyes, and see : and hoar the words of Sennacherib, which hath 
sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lono, the 
kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, and 
have cast their gods into the fire : for they were no gods, but 
the work of men's hands, wood and stone : therefore they have 
destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech 
thee, save thou us out of liis hand, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou only.^ 

And it came to pjias that night, that the angel of the Loud 
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hiindre*! 
fourscore and five thousaml ; and when they arose early in tlio 
morning, behold, they rcere all dead corpses. So Sennacherib 
king of Assyria departed, and went and returned and dwelt at 
Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worsliipping in the 
house of Nisroch his g<xl, that Adramraelech and Sharezer his 
sons smote him with tho sword : and they escaped into tho 
land of Armenia. And E^arhaddon his son reigned in his 
stead. 



' Here follows Iniab's song, whioU will b« found in the Poetic Seotion. 
See Part II. Seotion 2. 



NEHEMTAH 



ITehemlah. — 77«! daJc nf Ezra ami It^rhfmiaJi's aclivity is ahoiU 440 B.C., 
during the ajkxrutcne;/ of Utf. Prrsitins. Thf oHxial compUaliun of the 
Mcmoirn of Ezra and A'e/uiiiiah twik plate nboul 400 B.C. 

Tht: exiles from Babylun rtlnmcl under ZerubbaM to Utfir votive land 
about 537 B.C. 



The 

Rebuilding: 

of the 

Walls of 

Jerusalem 
IV., v.. VI. 

1-16 



4 BUT it camo to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we 
buUded tho wall, he v/aa wroth, and took great indignation, and 
mocked the Jews. And he spako before his 
brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, 
What do thfxse feeble Jews? will they fortify 
themselves? will they aacrifice? will they make 
an end in a day? will they revi\e the stones out 
of the lieaps of the rubbish which are burned? 
Now Tobiah tho Ajiimonite ua^ by liim, and 
he said, Even that wluch tliey build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down tlieir stono wall, Hear, O our God ; for we 
are despised : and turn their reproach upon their own head, and 
give them fur a prey iu tho land of captivity : and cover not their 
iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out frooa before thee : 
for they have provoked rfiew to anger before tho builders. So 
built we the wall ; and all the wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof : for tho people had a mind to work. 

But it came to pass, that when Siinbiillat, and Tobiah, and the 
Arabians, and tlio Ammunitt'8, and tho Ashdodites, heard that 
the walls of Jerusalem wore made up, and that the breaches 
began to bo stopped, then they were very wroth, and eon.spired 
all of them together to conio avd to fight against Jci-usaloro, and 
to hinder it. Neverthele.ss we made our prayer unto our God, 
and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. 
iVnd J udali »aid, llio strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, 
and ifiere iit much rubbish ; so that we arc not able to build the 
wall. And our adversaries wiid, Tliey shall not know, neither 
see, till we come in the midst among tlicm, and slay them, and 
cause the work to cease. And it came to pass, that when the 
Jews which dwelt by them c*ime, they said unto ua t^en times, 
From all places whence ye shall return unto ua they will be «pa« 
you. Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on 
the higher places, I even set the people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their bows. And 1 looked, and 
rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the 
rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them : remember the Lobd, 



nebemiab] 



HISTORICAL SECTION 



199 



which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, 
and your daughtei-s, your wives, and your houses. 

And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was knoMm 
unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we 
returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his M'ork. And it 
came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants 
wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both the 
spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons ; and the 
rulers trere behind all the house of Judah. Tliey which builded 
on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with tliose that laded, 
ei>?ry one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with 
the other hand h6ld a weapon. For the builders, every one had 
his sword girded by his side, and so buildetl. And he that sounded 
the trumpet mxw by me. jVnd I said unto the nobles, and to the 
rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work w great and largo, 
and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another. In 
what place there/ore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye 
thither unto us : our God shall fight for us. 

So we laboured in the work : and half of them held the spears 
from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. Likewise 
at the same time said I unto the people, Let every one with his 
servant lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a 
guard to us, and labour on the day. So neither I, nor my brethren, 
nor my servants, nor the men of the guard which followed me, 
none of us put off our clothes, saving thai every one put them off 
for washing. 

6 AND there was a great cry of the people and of their wives 
against their brethren the Jews, For there were that said, \Ve^ 
our sons, and our daughters, twe many : therefore we take up 
comyor them, that we may eat, and Uve. Some also there were 
that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, 
tliat we might buy com, because of the dearth. There were also 
that said, We have borrowed money for the king's tribute, ami 
that upon our lands and vineyards. Yet now our flesh w as the 
flesh of our brethren, our children as their children : and, lo, we 
bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, 
and gome of our daughters are brought unto bondage already : 
neither is it in our power to redeem them ; for other men have 
our lands and vineyards. 

iVnd I was very angry when I heaol their cry and these words. 
Then I consulted with myself, and I i-ebukcd the nobles, and 
the rulers, and said unto them. Ye exact usury, every one of his 
brother. And I set a great a-saembly against them. And I said 
unto them, We after our ability have j-edeemed our brethren the 
Jews, which were sold unto the heathen ; and will ye even sell 
your brethren I or shall they be sold unto us 1 Then held they 
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tljeir peace, and found nothing to attswcr. Also I said, It is not 
good that ye do : ouj^ht yc not to walk in the fear of our God 
becausp of the reprotieh of the heuthen our eneuiies? I hkewise, 
and my hrethren, and my servants, mi^ht exact of them money 
and corn : I pray you, let us leave off this usuiy. Restore, I 
pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, tlieir vineyards, 
their oliveyanls, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the 
money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. 

Then said they. We will restore thum, and will require notliing 
of them ; so will we do as thou sayest. Then I called the priesta, 
and tfxik an oath of them, that they should flo according to this 
promise. Also I sliook my lap, and said. So Go<l shake out every 
man from liis house, and from his lahour, that performeth not this 
promise, evt^n thus l>e he shaken out, and emptied. And all the 
congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lord. And the people 
did according to this promise. 

Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their 
governor in the land of Juchih, from the twentieth ye-ar even 
unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxea the king, ilmi is, 
twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the 
governor. But the former g«ivernorH that had been before me 
were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them bread 
and wine, beside forty shekels of silver ; yea, oven their servants 
bare rule over the people : but ro did not 1, because of the fear 
of God. Yea, aluo I contiimed in the work of this wall, neither 
bought we any land : aiid aU my servants were gathered thither 
unto the work, Mv>reover there iiM^re at my table an hundred 
and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those that came unto us 
from among the heathen that are about us. Now tJutt which was 
prepared _/br me daily traa one ox nudaix choice sheep; also fowls 
were prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of 
•wine : yet for all this required not I the bread of the governor, 
because the bondage was heavy upon this people. 

Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have 
done for this people. 

6 NOW it came to pasa, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and 
Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I 
had huUde<I the wall, and that there was no breach left therein ; 
(though at that time I hafl not set up the doors upon the gates;) 
that Sanballat and Gcsheni sent unto me, saying, Come, let us 
meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. 
But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers 
unto them, saying, I awi doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down ; why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and 
come down to you ? Yot they sent unto me four times after this 
sort ; and I answered them after the same manner. Then sent 
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Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with 
an open letter in his hand ; wherein uj<u written, It is reported 
among the he-athen, and Goitiunu saith it-, that thou and the Jews 
think to rebel : for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou 
mayest be their king, according to these words. And thou hast 
also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, 
There is a king in Judah : and now shall it be reporte<l to the 
king according to these wonis. Come now therefore, and let us 
take counsel together. Tlaen I sent unto him, saying, There are 
no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out 
of thin© own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying. Their 
hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, God, strengthen my hands. 

Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of 
Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut up ; and he said, 
Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and 
let us shut the doora of the temple : for they will come to slay 
thee ; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And I said. 
Should such a man as I flee? and who i-s there, that, being as I 
am, would go into the temple to save his life ? I will not go in. 
And, lo, I fwrceived that God had not sent him ; but that he 
pronounced this prophecy against me : for Tobiah and Sanballat 
iia<l hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, 
and do so, and sin, and thai tlicy might have matter for an evil 
report, that they might reproach me. 

My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest 
of the prophets, that would have put me in fear. 

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth dai/ of lh4 
month Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass, that 
when all our enemies heard therno/, and all the heathen that 
were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in 
their own eyes : for they perceived that this work was wrought 
of our God. 
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JonAli. — ChriM re/en to Jonah (Lnke xi. 29-32) ns though his mittion vere 
historicfU. Ther* it a prophet Joual^ inentioiied in 2 KiiigB, siv, 26 {son ^ 
AintUai of Oath-hepker). But this hook of Jonah it cmnoualy a legend, 
a viyth, a parable, invetUedfor a pariicHlar purpose. 

II is otie of the IrUat books of the Jettfisli C'aium, ba»%ue of it* langvoffe 
in the first place, and ntcondly becnuae il treats Nineveh aa a city whote day 
i$ long since over (" The King if Nirieteh" t« an unlikely phraxe). The 
miraculous elenunl it quite ^ildith. Only Entlicr, Daniel and }>erhapg 
Chronielea are of a later date. 

Bui its moral is unexceptionable, and affords a hnjipt/ coiUrasl to the 
Jeteiah intoleranee of " Esther." Just as Ruth ulioujed hour Jahveh tan 
aeocpt the "heathen " and bring them to honour, Jonah shows why Jahvdt 
does not destroy the Iteathen. They, too, are hw chOdrea, and he gives them 
time and opportunily for repentance. 

1 NOW the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it ; for tlieir wickedness is come up 
'" ' before me. But Jonah rose up to (loo unto 

Taraliish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to 
Joppa ; and he found a sliip going to TarshLsh : so he paid tho 
fare thereof, and went dowii into it, Uf go with them unto 
Tarshish from tlic presence of the Lokd. 

But tho Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there 
waa a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship waa like to be 
brolten. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man 
unto his god, and caat forth tho wares that were in tlie ship into 
the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into 
the aides of the ship ; and he lay, and wsia fast asleep. So tho 
shipmaster camo to him, and said unto him, What meaneiiit thou, 
O sleeper I arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
upon us, that we peri.sh not. And they said every one to his 
feUow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell 
upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whose cause this evil t« upon us ; what is thine tccupation 1 
and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what 
people art thou 1 And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; 
and T fear the Lokd, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceetlingly afraid, 
and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men 
knew that he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had 
told them. 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that 
the sea may be calm unto us 1 for the sea wrought, and waa 
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tempestuous. And he said unto them. Take me up, and cast me 
forth into the sea ; so shall the sea be calm unto you : for I 
know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. Never- 
theless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land ; but they 
could not : for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against 
them. AVherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We 
beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for 
this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood : for thou, 
O LoKP, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, 
and cast him forth into the sea : and the sea ceased from her 
raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice unto the IjOBD, and made vows. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. 
And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

2 THEN Jonah prayed unto the Lord his Ood out of the fish's 
belly, and said, 

I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and ho 
heard me ; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my 
voice. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of 
the seofi ; and the floods compassed me about : all thy billows 
and tliy waves passed over me. Then I said, I am cast out of 
thy sight ; yet I will look again towanl thy holy temple. The 
waters compassed me about, eiwn to the soul : the depth closed 
me round about, the weeds wore wrapped about my head. I 
went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; the earth with 
her bars tvas alxjut me for ever : yet hast thou brought up my 
life from corruption, O IjOUD my God. When my soul fainted 
within me I romombere«l the Lord : and my prayer came in unto 
thee, into thine holy temple. Tliey that ol>serve lying vanities 
forsake their own mercy. But I will wicrifice unto thee with 
the voice of thanksgiving ; I will pay iKal that I have vowed. 
Salvation i» of the Lord. 

And the Lord spake unto the fiab, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land. 

8 AND the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying. Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid tliee. So Jonah arose, and went 
unto Nineveh, according to the word of the IjORD. 

Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' 
journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's 
journey, and ho cried, and said. Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown. 

So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of tliem even to the least 
of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose 
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from his thrcrne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him 
with sackclokh, and sat in ashes. And he caused i< to be pro- 
claimed and publishetl through Nineveh by the decree of the 
king and his nobles, sajnng, Let neither man nor beast, herd 
nor flock, taste any thiny : let them not feed, nor drink water : 
but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God ; yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that is in tlieir hands. Who can tell 
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from bin fierce anger, 
that we perish not T 

And (Jixl Haw their works, that they turaed from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil, that he had eaid that he 
would do unto them ; and be did il not. 

4 BUT it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 
And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, wa$ 
not this my saying, when I was yet in my country I Therefore I 
fled before unto Tarehiah : for I knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and mereifu], slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repenteat thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take, I 
bOTeech thee, my life from me ; for it is better for me to die than 
to live. 

Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry 1 

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east aide of the 
city, and there made liim a lx>otli, and sat under it in the 
shadow, till ho might see what would Iwcome of the city. And 
the Lord God prepai-ed a gourd, and made it to come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him 
from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. But 
Go<l prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and 
it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came to pass, when 
the sun did arise, that God prepai-ed a vehement east wind ; and 
the sun l>oat upon the head of Jonah, that ho fainted, and 
wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than 
to live. 

And God said to Jonah, Doeat thou well to be angry for the 
gourd t And be said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 

Tlien said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on tlio gourd, for the 
which tliou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow ; which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night: and should not I 
spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscoro 
thousand persona that cannot di.scei'n between their right liand 
and their left hand ; and also much cattle 1 
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DtnieL — Tfie dot* qf Daniel i» about 164 B.C., in the MaeealieaH period, nttd 
Uu general subject in closcft/ connrH/tl veith the reign of AM\ochu» 
Bpi^anti, and the persecution tchieh he enffiruered againsi Ui/: fniih 
or Itmel. The traditional date, of count, is the time of Of/rvs and 
Jfebachadnezuir — say about 538 B.C., or a UUle before. Th« book it 
dividetl into two parti — 

(0 Chap, i.-vi., th.eadvmiurf3of Daniel and his three friend.t, Ilananiah, 
Mifnel, awl Azariah, wlu) in tfie third year of Jehoiachim art ted captive 
by NelrurhadjUisur to Babylon. They remain true to the faith of their 
fathers. 

(ji) Chap. viL-xii., the visions of Daniel, which helimg to Apocah/ptic 
literature. 



3 NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king made an image of gold, 
whose height tats threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six 
cubita : he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the j.^ ._,. 
province of Babylon. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the 
princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the sherifis, and all the rulers of 
the provinces, to come to the dedication of the imago which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hod set up. Then the princes, the 
governors, and captaina, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
sellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the p^o^'inces, were 
gathered together unto the dedication of the imago that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up ; and they stood before 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar liad sot up. 

Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O 
people, nations, and languages, l/iat at what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and 
all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up : and whoso falleth 
not down and worshippeth shall the same hour bo cast into the 
midst of a burning fierj' furnace. Therefore at that time, when 
all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, hai-p, sackbut, 
psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and 
the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Wliereforc at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and 
accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, () king, hast made a decree, 
that every man that .shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall 
£aU down and worship the golden image : and whoso falleth not 
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down and worshippeth, iJuit he aliould be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery funiace. There are certain Jews •whom thou hast 
set over the affjiirs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
Meshivch, and Abcd-ncgo ; these men, king, bu.ve not regarded 
tlieo ; they sen-e not thy gods, nor worship tlie golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Then Nfbuchadnezzar in his rage and fuiy commanded to 
bring Shadrach, Meshacb, and Abe«l-npgo. Then they brought 
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 
unto them, I.t it true, O Shadrach, Meshacli, and Abod-nego, do 
not yo serve my gods, nor worship tlie golden image which I 
have set up 1 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer,j 
and all kinds of musick, yc fall down and woi-ship the image' 
which I have made ; ivdl : but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast 
the siinie hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who 
u that God that shall deliver you out of my handa ? 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, an8wei"«d and said to 
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee 
in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is alile to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, king. But if not, be it known unto thei3, 
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 

Tlien was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his 
visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshm-h, antl Abednego : 
therefore he spake, and coninian<led that they kIiouUI heat the 
furnace one seven times more than it was wont to Ijc heated. 
Antl he commaudod the most mighty men that were in his army 
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, aiid to cast tfiem 
into the burning fiery fiarnace. Then these men wore bound ia 
their coate, their hosen, and their hats, and iheir other garments, | 
and were cast into the midst ui the burning fiery furnace. 
Therefore becau.sa the king's commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceed ing hut, the flame of the fire slew those men 
tliat took up Shadrach, Me^shach, and Abed-nego. And these 1 
three men, Shadi-ach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell do^v^l bound 
into the micist of the burning fiery furnace. 

Then Nt;buchadnw.7,ar tlie king was astonitxl, and rose up in 
baste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast 
three men hound into the midst of the firel They answered and 
said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I 
sw four men looac, walking ui the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth ia like the Son of 
God. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning 
fiery furnace, and spake, «ind said, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
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Abed-nego, ye servants of the moat high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came 
forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king's counaellore, being gathered together, 
saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was 
an hair of their head singed, neither were their coata changed, 
nor the smell of fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, 
and delivered his servants that trustetl in him, and have changed 
the king's woi-d, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god, except their ovm God. Therefore I 
make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which 
speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made a dunghill : because there is no other God that can deliver 
after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 



V. 1-31 



The Story of Nobnchadnezzar {chap, iv. 29-37) is a eharaoCerutic inslanct of 
the vny «n kAmA the PrietUy writtn Irantfarm. their originaU. 

In a Chaldean legaid pracrvei in Abydetuta {DelUach. Babd and BiUe, 
Sngliih version, p. 169), N^mehadnesxar at the MumnnU ttf hie power 
lueinded the roof of the royal eatlla, aunouneed the coming of Oynu and 
the dettruetion of Babylon. " There shall eome a Persian. . . . Wouid 
that, before the eitiatna perish, he might be hunted through the desert 
, . . wehere teiid heada seek their food and birds fly: vould that among 
mo^tntaiu chfU and gorges he might vntuler alone." Thus in Daniel 
vhat Nebuelutdnesxar teishes for (in enemy is Iranxferretl to hiutse\f. 

5 BELSHAZZAR the king made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, 
whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring 
the golden and silver vessels which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which uxu in 
Jerusalem ; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden 
vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God 
which icaa at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, 
and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of 
wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and 
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall 
of the king's palace : and the king saw the part of the hand that 
wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubleil him, so that the joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his knees amoto one against another. The king 
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cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise vien of 
Babylon, Whosoever shall read tliis \\Titing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall bo clothed with scarlet, and have a, 
thain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. Then came in all the king's wise meii : but they 
could not reiwl the writing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof. Then was king Beishazzar greatly 
troubled, and bis countenance waa changed in him, and bis lords 
■were astoniwK 

Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his 
lords came into the banquet house ; and the queen spake and 
said, O king, live for ever : let not thy thoughts trouble thee, 
nor let thy countenance be changed : there is a man in thy 
kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods ; and in the 
days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gixl.'j, was found in hira ; whom the king Nebu- 
chadnezzar thy father, the king, / say, thy father, made master 
of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothBayera ; foras- 
much as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and unaerstanding, 
interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and 
dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the 
king named Boltesliazzar : now let Daniel be called, and he will 
shew the interpretation. 

Then waa Danie! brought in before the king. And the king 
spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of 
the children of the captivity of Judali, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry! I have even heard of thee, that the 
spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding 
and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise m«n, 
the astrologers, have teen brought in before me, that they should 
rc-ad this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof: but they could not shew the interpi-etation of the 
thing ; and I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpre- 
tations, and dissolve doubts : now if thou canst read the writing, 
and make known to me tbo interpretation thereof, thou shalt be 
clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, 
and shalt be the tliird ruler in the kingdom. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king. Let thy gifta 
be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read 
the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpre- 
tation. O thou king, the most high Gotl gave Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father a king<lom, and majesty, and glory, and honour : and 
for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and 
languages, trembled and feared before him : whom he would he 
slew ; and whom he would he kept alive ; and whom he would 
he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when his 
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heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, lie waa 
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took hia glory from 
him : and he was di'iven from the Rous of men ; and liis heart waa 
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses : 
they fed liini with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven ; till ho knew that the most high Gotl ruled in 
the kingdom of men, and ihut he appoiiiteth over it whomsoever 
he will. And thou his aun, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this ; but hast Lifted up 
thyself against the Lord of hejiven ; and they have brought the 
vessels of his house l)efore thee, and thou, iintl thy lords, thy 
wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them ; and 
thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, 
wood, and atone, which see not, nor hear, nor know : and the 
God in whose hand thy breath ui, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified : then was the part of the hand sent from 
him ; and this writing was written. 

And tills in tlie writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEI^ UPH ARSIN. This i« the interpretation of t!ie thing : 
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 
TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. PERES ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 
Medes and Persians. 

Tlien commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with 
scarlet, and piil a chain of gold about his neck, and made a 
proclamation concerning him, that ho should bo the third ruler 
in the kingdom. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Clialdcans 
slain. And Darius the Median ' took the kingilom, being about 
threescore and two years old. 

6 IT pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and 
twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom ; and 
over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel teas 
first : that the princes might give accounts unto 
them, and the king shoiUd have no damage. Then this Daniel 
was preferred above the president* and princes, because an excel- 
lent spirit was in him ; and the king thought to set him over the 
whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom ; but thoy could find none 
occasion nor fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was 
there any error or fault found in him. Then said these men, We 
shall not find any occAsion against this Daniel, except we find it 
against iiim concerning the law of his God. Then these presidents 

* Of coone it wu not Dorias, bat Cjnu. 
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and princes assembled together to the kin]^, and wiid thus 
unbo him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the 
kingdom, the gavernurs, and the princes, the eounselloi*s, and the 
captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, 
and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of 
any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall 
be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish thedeci"ee, 
and sign the writing, tliat it be not changcfl, according to the 
law of the Medas and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore 
king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house ; and his window.s being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
Tlicn these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and mak- 
ing supplication l>efore his God. Then they came near, and 
spake before the king concerning the king's decree ; Hast thou 
not signed a decree, that eveiy man that shall ask a petUion 
of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
shall be cast into the den of lions? Tiie king answered and 
Baid, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medea 
and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and 
said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the childi-en of 
the captivity of Judah, regafdeth not thee, O king, nor the 
decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three 
times a day. 

Then the king, when lie heard these words, waa sore displeased 
with himself, and set hi4 heart, on Daniel to deliver him : and he 
laboured till the going down of the suu to deliver him. Then 
these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, 
Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That 
no de<.:ree nor statute which tliw kingestablisheth may be changed. 
Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast 
him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto 
Daniel, Thy God whom thou sorve-nt continually, he will dehver 
thee. And a stone w<is brought, and laid upon the mouth of the 
don ; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the 
signet of his lords ; that the purpose might not be changed con- 
cerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fast- 
ing : neither were instruments of musick brought before him : 
and his sleep went from him. Then the king ax'oso very early 
in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. And 
when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel : and the king spake and s*iid to Daniel, Daniel, ser- 
vant of the living God, i.s thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions 1 Then said Daniel unto the 
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king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and 
hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me : foras- 
much as before him innocency was found in me ; and also before 
thee, O king, have I done no hurt. Th(;n was the king exceeding 
glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up 
out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
maimer of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his 
God. 

And the king commanded, and they brought those men which 
had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, 
them, their children, and their wives ; and the lions had the 
mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den. 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, that dwell in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : for he is the lining 
God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He 
delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in 
heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the 
power of the lions. 

Bo this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
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Eether. — TAc Book of Esther oriffinalfd in Persitt. Itn date it about ISO B.C. 
/t- narrrUi'i how, after thf repiitlitUion of Va$1Ui, Bilker, Uu adopted 
daughter of tlu Jewish ej:U«, Mordccai, became lite wife, or contort, of the 
Ptraian king, Ahasuerus (Xerxes), and from lhi» position of advwUage, 
bnAe up the plot of HamsiK, the enemy of the Jews, aiid aecwred for her 
eountri/men a btoody retetigc 

If il be re/farded purelif as a ronuuioe, then Edher 6«M»t«« a tort <^ 
SrMu^rezivle of the Thnuvtitd aiid One Nights, Bid, a» a canoaical hook, 
it is rrpiilxivf iii. Ihf fxJrevie, bccattge it breathei a spirit qf fierce Jewieh 
hatred and eaxtiaivenestt. If it woe composed during the Maccabean period, 
toe aee in it some of the spirit produe«i by the oppression of Antiochtu 
Epiplianes. It is npparrtUly iMer than Daniel. 

The 'jbjcet of the bonk is Ui explain the feast of Piirini [In iii. 7 the 
explanation is wrong, because there is no Persian word "p&r" with the 
meaning of " lot "], and we are not quite sure vhetlier Parim is a Persian 
or a Bahy Ionian fe^ixni. Parim is apparently not of purely Jewish origin. 
The book woe not ndmitted into the Canon without proltst: althoutfh in 
the Pre-Christian era, it enjoyed a good deal of popularity. 

1 NOW it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this w 

Ahasuerus which rcignetl, from India even unto Ethiopia, over 

an hundretl and fieven and twenty proWnces :) 

V m'^ '''"' "' those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat 

I 1-22 °^ ^^^ throne of his kingdom, which was in 

Siiushitii the palace, in the third year of his reign, 

he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants ; the power 

of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, 

beiiuj before him : when he shewed the riches of his glorious 

kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, 

eveit an hundred and fourscore days. 

And when these days were expired, the king made a feast 
unto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, 
both unto great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden 
of the king's palace ; where were white, green, and blue, hanffinffs, 
fastened with cords of fine lineu and purple to silver rings and 
pillars of marble ; the betls tcere of gold and silver, upon a 
pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. And 
they gave <A«»i drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse 
one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to 
the state of the king. And the drinking was according to the 
law ; none did compel : for so the king had appointed to all the 
officers of his house, that thoy should do according to every 
man's pleasure. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the 
women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. 

On the .seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 
with wine, he commanded Mehuniau, Biztha, Harboua, Bigtha, 
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and AiMigtha, Zotliar, anil Carcas, the seven chamberlains that 
Bervecl in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, to hriiig Vashti 
the queen before the king witli the crown royal, to shew tho 
people and the princes hii' lieauty : for she wati fair to look on. 
But the queen Vfjsliti refused to come at the king's command- 
ment by /iwt chamberlains : therefore was the king very wroth, 
and his anger burned in him. 

Then tho king said to tho wise men, which knew the times, 
(for so u-ns the king's mannei' toward all that knew law and 
judgment : and the next unto him ivris Carshena, Shethar, 
Admathti, Tarsbinh, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, tlie seven 
princes of Persia and Media, which saw the king's face, and 
which sat the first in the kingdom ;) TMiat shall we do unto tho 
queen Vashti according t«i law, Incaust* she bath not performed 
the commandment of the king Ahasuenis by the chamberlains T 

And Memucan answered l>efore the king and the princes, 
Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but 
also to all the princes, and to all the jieople that are in all the 
provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen 
shall come abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their 
husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported, The king 
AJiasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before 
him, but she came not. Lihruue shall the ladies of Pemia and 
Media say this day unto all the king's princes, which have heard 
of tho deed of the queen. Thus »htill there arise too much 
contempt and wrath. If it please the king, let there go a royal 
commandment fronx him, and let it be written among the laws of 
the Pci-aians and the Medes, that it be not altere<i, That Va.shti 
como no more before king Ahasuerus ; and let the king give her 
royal estate unto another that ia better than she. And when 
the king's decree which he shall make shall be publi.shed 
throughout all his empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall 
give to their husbands honour, both to great and small. 

And tho saying pleased the king and the princes ; and the 
king did according to the word of Memucan : for ho sent letters 
into alt the king's provinces, into every province according to the 
writing thereof, and to eveiy people after their language, that 
every man should bear rule in his own houttOT and that il should 
bo published according to the language of every people. 

2 AFTER the.se things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus 

was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, 

and what waa decreed against her. Then said 

the king's 8er^'ants that ministered unto him. Lot r-f.hep *' 

there l>e fair young virguis sought for the king : ,. jy 

and let the king appoint otficers in all the 

provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all the 
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fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to the house of the 
women, unk) the cuatoiJy of Hege the king's chamberlain, keeper 
of the women ; and let their things for purification be given 
th^m : ami let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen 
instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the king; and he 
did BO. 

Noiv in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose 
name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the 
son of Kish, a Benjamito ; who had l)©en carried away from 
Jerusalem with the captivity which had been carried away with 
Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away. And he brought up Hadassah, that 
is, Esther, his uncle's daughter ; for she had neither father nor 
mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful ; whom Mordecai, 
when her father and mother were dead, took for hia own 
daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king's commandment and his 
decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered 
together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, tliat 
Esther was brought also unto the king's house, to the custody of 
Hegai, keeper of the women. And the maiden pleased him, and 
she obtained kindness of him ; and he speedily gave her her 
things for purification, with such things as Ijelonged to her, and 
seven maidens, uhich tvere meet to bo given her, out of the king's 
house : and he preferred her and her maids unto the best place of 
the house of the women. Esther had not shewed her people nor 
her kindreii : for Mordecai had charged her that she should not 
shew it. And Moi'decai walked every day before the court of 
the women's house, to know how Esther did, and what should 
become of her. 

Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to king 
Ahaauerus, after that she had been twelve months, according to 
the manner of the women, (for so were the days of their 
purifications accomplished, to tvii, six months with oil of myrrh, 
and six months with sweet odours, and with other things for the 
purifying of the women ;) then thus came every maiden unto the 
king ; whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her out 
of the hou.se of the women unto the king's hoEse, In the 
evening aho went, and on the morrow she returned into the 
second house of the women, to the custody of Shaa.'ihgaz, the 
king's chamberlain, which kept the concubines : she came in 
unto the king no more, except the king delighted in her, and 
tliat she were called by name. 

Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the 
uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, waa come 
to go in unto the king, slie i-cquired nothing but what Hegai the 
king's chamberlain, the keeper of the women, appointed. And 
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Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that looked upon 
her. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house 
royal in the tenth month, which ig the month Tebeth, in the 
seventh year of his reign. And tlie king loved Esther above all 
the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight mom 
than all the virgins ; so that he set the royal crown upon her 
head, and made her queen instead of Vashti. Then the king 
made a great feast unto all his piiucea and his aervanta, even 
Esther's feast ; and ho made a release to the provinoea, and gave 
gifts, according to the state of the king. 

And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, 
then Mordccai sat in the king's gate. Esther had not i/el 
shewed her kindrtnl nor her peojile ; as Mordecai had charged 
her : for Esther did tli« cemHuaudment of Mordecai, like as when 
she was brought up with him. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate, two of 
the king's chamberlaiasj, Bigthan and Turesh, of those which 
kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on tlie king 
Ahasuerus. And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told 
it unto Esther the queen ; and Esther certified the king thereof 
in Mordecai's name. And when inquisition was made of the 
matter, it was found out ; therefore they were both hanged on a 
tree : and it was written in the book of the chronicles before the 
king. 

3 AFTER these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and 
set his st^'at above all the princes that tvere with him. And all 
the king's servants, that nytre in tlie king's gate, bowed, and 
reverenced Haman : for the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did Aim reverence. Then 
the king's servants, which loere in the king's gate, said unto 
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's commandment t 
Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he 
hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether 
Mordecai's matters would stand : for he had told them that he 
uvw a Jew. And when Haman saw tliat Mordecai bowed not, 
nor tlid him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. And he 
thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; for they ha<l 
shewed him the people of Mordecai : wherefore Haman sought to 
destroy all the Jews that toere throughout the whole kingdom of 
Ahasaerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

In the first month, that w, the month Nisan, in the twelfth 
year of king Aluisuerus, they cafit Pur, that w, the lot, before 
Hainan from day to day, and from month to month, to the 
twelfth month, that is, the month Adar. And Haman said unto 
king Ahasuerus, There ia a certain people scattered abroad and 
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dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom ; 
and their lawa are diverse from all people ; neither keep they the 
king's laws : therefore it is not for the king's profit to HuflFer 
them. If it p>lease the king, let it be written that tliey may be 
destroyed : ami I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to the 
hands of those that have the charge of the business, lo bring it 
into the king's treasuries. And the king took his ring from his 
hand, and gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, the Jews' enemy. And the king said unto Haman, The 
silver in given to theo, the people also, to do with them as it 
seemeth good to thee. 

Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of 
the first month, and there was written according to all that 
Haman had commanded unto the king's lieutenants, and to the 
governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of 
every people of e*very province according to the writing thereof, 
and to every people after their languiige ; in the name of king 
Ahaaucrus wjis it written, and soalcfl with the king's ring. And 
the letters were sent by posts Into all the king's provinces, to 
destroy, to kill, and to eau.so to perish, all Jews, both young and 
old, little children and women, in one day, cixn upon the tliirt'centh 
day of the twelfth month, which w the month Adar, and to kike 
tlie spoil of \hcra for a prey. The copy of the writing for a 
commandment to Iw given in every province was published unto 
all people, that they should bo ready against that day. Tho 
posts went out, being liastened Ijy the king's eummnudment, and 
the decree wass given in Sluishan tlie palace. And the king and 
Haman sat down to drink ; but the city Shushan was perplexed. 

4> WHEN Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent 
hia clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into 
the midst of the city, and cried witli a loud and a bitter cry ; and 
came even before the king's gate : for none miyht enter into the 
king's gate clothe<l with sackcloth. And in every pro\'ince, 
whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree canie, 
there was great mourning among the Jcw.s, and fasting, and 
weeping, and wailing ; and many lay in sackcloth and a.shes. 

So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. 
Then was the queen exceedingly grieved ; and she sent raiment 
to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him ; 
but he received it not. Then called Esther for Hatach, one of 
tho king's chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon 
her, and gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to know wliat it 
wait, and why it was. So Hatoth went forth to Moi-decai unto 
the street of the city, which ww Ijffore the king's gate. And 
Mordecai told him of all that had haf>peued unto him, and of 
the sum of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the 
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king's treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. Also he gave 
him the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at 
Shushan to desti-oy them, to shew it unto Elstlier, and to declare 
it unto her, and to charge her that she should go in mito the king, 
to make supplication unto him, and to make request before him 
for her people. And Uatach came and told Esther the words of 
Mordecai. 

Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment 
unto Mordecai ; All the king's servants, and the people of the 
king's provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not 
called, there is one law of his to put Attn to death, except such to 
whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may 
live : but I have not been called to come in unto the king these 
thirty days. And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 

Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape in tlie king's house, more than all 
the Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time, 
theft shall there enlargement and dclivoi-ance arise to the Jews 
from another place ; but thou and thy father's house shall be 
de8troye«l : and who knowcth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for mich a time as this] 

Then Esther bade thevi return Mordecai thit anstcer. Go, 
gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and 
fttst ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 
day : I also and my maidens will fjvst likewise ; and so will I go 
in unto the king, which ia not according to the law : and if I 
perish, I perish. So Mordecai went his way, and did according 
to all that Esther had commanded him. 

5 NOW it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on 
her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's 
house, over against the king's house : and the king sat upon his 
royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the 
house. And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight : and 
the king held out to Ksther the golden sceptre that ti'os in his 
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the stceptre. 
Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? 
and what w thy re<|uest I it shall be even given tlieo to the half 
of the kingdom. And Flsther answered. If it seem good unto the 
king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the banquet 
that I have pifj^Mire<l for him. Then the king said, Cause Haman 
to make haste, that he may do as Esther hath said. So the king 
and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 
n^^ And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine. What 
rthy petition 1 and it sliall be granted theo : and what w thy 
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request 1 even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. 
Then anawered Esther, and said, My petition and my request «/ j 
If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if it pleaae 
the king to grant my petition, and to perfunu my request, let 
the king and Haman come to the banquet that I ahall prepare 
for them, and I will do to morrow as the king hath said. 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad 
heart : but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that 
he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indignation 
against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself : and 
when he came home, he sent and called for his friends, and 
Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of his 
riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the things 
wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 
him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said 
moreover. Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself ; 
and to morrow am I invited unto her al.so with the king. Yet 
all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king's gate. Then said Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, 
and to morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be 
banged thei-eon : then go thou in merrily with the king unto the 
banquet. And the thing pleased Haman ; and he caused the 
gallows to be made. 

6 ON that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded 
to bring the book of records of the chronicles ; and they were 
read before the king. ./\jid it was found written, that Moixlecai 
had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, 
the keepers of the door, who sought to lay band on the king 
AhEbsuerus. 

And the king said, What honour and dignity hath been done 
to Mordecai for thisi Then said the king's servants that 
ministered unto hiro, There is nothing done for him. And the 
king said, Who is in the court 1 Now Haman was come into the 
outward court of the king's house, to speak unto the king to hang 
Mordecai on the gallows that he bat! prepaiM^d for him. And the 
king's servants said unto him. Behold, Haman standeth in the 
court. And the king said, Let him come in. 

So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, l^liat shall 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour! 
Now Haumn thought in hia heart, To whom would the king 
delight to do honour more than to myself { And Haman answered 
the king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, let 
the i*oyal apparel be brought which the king uaeth to wear, and 
tl>e horse that the king rideth upon, and Uie crow-n royal which 
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is set upon his bead : and let this apparel and horse be delivered 
to the hand of one of the king's moat noble princes, that they 
may array the man unthal whom the king delighteth to honour, 
and bring him on horseback through the street of the city, and 
proclaim before him, Thus uhall it be done to the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour. 

Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the 
apparel and the horse, as thou haat said, and do even so to 
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gat« : let nothing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took Haman the apparel 
and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horse- 
back through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, 
Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But Haman 
hasted to his house mourning, and having his head covered. 
And Haman told Zereah hia wife and all his friends every 
thing that had befallen him. Then said his wise men and 
Zeresh his wife unto him, If Mordecai li« of the seed of the 
Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not 
prevail against him, but shalt surely fall befuro him. And 
while they tcere yet talking with him, came the king's chamber- 
lains, and hasted to bring Haman unto the banquet that Elstlier 
bad prepared. 

7 80 the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the 
queen. And the king said again unto Esther on the second day 
at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? 
and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy request t and it 
shall be performed, ffven to the half of the kingdom. Then 
Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in 
thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my jieople at my request : for we are 
sold, I and my people, to be destroyetl, to be slain, and to 
perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, 
I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail 
the king's damage. 

Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the 
queen, Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his 
heart to do so ? And Esther said, I'be adversary and enemy it 
this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king 
and the queen. 

And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath 
went into the palace garden : and liaman stood up to make 
request for his life to Esther the queen ; for he saw that there 
was evil determine<l against him by the king. Then the king 
returned out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet 
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of wino J and Hamau was fallen upon the l)ed whereon Esther 
was. Then said the king, Will he force ttie queen also before 
me in the house T As the woitl went out of the king's mouth, 
they covei'ed Hainan's face. Anil Harliouah, one of the chani))er- 
lains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Haman had made foi* Mordecai, who had spoken 
good for the king, ataudeth in the house of Haman. Then the 
king said, Hang him thereon. So tlicy hanged Hatiiati on the 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then waa the king's 
wi-ath pacified. 

8 ON that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of 
Haman the Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai 
came before the king ; for Esther had told what he mvw unto 
her. And the king took off his ring, wliich he had taken from 
Haman, and gave it unto Moitlecai. And Esther set Mo!*decai 
over the house of Haman. 

And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at 
his feet, and be.sought him with tears to put away the mischief 
of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised 
against the Jews. Then the king held out the golden sceptre 
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before tlie king, and 
said, If it please the king, and if I have found favour in his sight, 
and the thing seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his 
eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters doised by Haman 
the son of Hammedatha tlie Agagite, which ho wrote to destroy 
the Jews which are in all the king's prnvinces ; for how can I 
endure to aee the e\nl that shall come unto my people 1 or how 
can I endure to see the destruction of my kindretU 

Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to 
Mordecai the Jew, Beliold, I have given Esther the house of 
Haman, and him they hftv(j hanged upon the gallows, because lie 
laid his hand ujwn the Jews. Write ye also for the Jewfj, as it 
liketh you, in the king's naino, and seal it with the king's ring: 
for the writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed 
with the king's ring, may no man rovorso. 

Tlien were the king's scribes called at that time in the third 
month, that iV, the month Sivan, on the three anil twentieth day 
thereof ; and it wag written according to all that Mordecai com- 
manded unto the Jews, and t^o the lieutjenants, and the deputies 
and rulers of the provinces which are fvum India unto Ethiopia, 
an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every province 
according to the writing thereof, and unto every people after 
their language, and to the Jews according t<t their writing, and 
according to their language. And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' 
name, and sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posta 
on horseback, anrf riders on mutes, camels, o/jrf young dromedaries: 
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wherein the king granted the Jews which toere in every city to 
gather themfielves together, ami to stand for their life, to destroy, 
to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and 
province that would assault thein, both little ones and women, 
and to take the spoil of them for a prey, upon one day in all the 
provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely^ upon the thirteenth day of 
the twelfth month, which w the month Adar. Tiie copy of the 
writing for a commandment to be given in every province was 
published unt<7 all people, an<l that the Jews should be i-eady 
against that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. So the 
posts that rode upon rauJes and camels went out, being liastened 
and pressed on by the king's commandment. And the decree 
was given at 8hushan the palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal 
apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and 
with a garment of fine linen and purple : and the city of yhuahan 
rejoiced and was glad. The Jews had light, and gWlness, and 
joy, and honour. And in every province, and in every city, 
whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, 
tlie Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And 
many of the people of the land became Jews ; for the fear of the 
Jews fell upon them. 

d NOW in the twelfth month, tliat is, the month Adar, on the 
tlurteenth day of the same, when the king's commandment and 
his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the 
enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over tliem, (tliough it 
was turned to the contrary, that the Jew^s had rule over them 
tliat hated them ;) the Jews gathered themselves together in 
their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could 
withstand them ; for the fear of them fell upon all people. And 
all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the 
deputies, an<l officers of the king, helped the Jews ; because the 
fear of Mordecai fell upon them. For Mordecai toas great in the 
king's house, and his fame went out throughout all the provinces : 
for tliis man Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

Tlaus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the 
sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they would 
unto those that hated them. And in Shushan the paWo tlie 
Jews slew and destroyed five buudi-ed men. And Pai-ahandatha, 
and Dalphon, and Aapatha, and Foratha, and Adalia, and Ari- 
datha, and Parma-shta, and Ari.sai, and Aridai, and Vajfzatha, 
tJic ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of 
the Jews, slew they ; but ou tho spoil laid tliey not their hand. 

On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan 
the palace was brought before the king. And the king said 
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unto Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five 
hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of 
Haman ; what have tliey done in the rest of the king's pro- 
vinces? now what w thy petition? and it shall be granted thee : 
or what is thy request further ? and it shall be done. 

Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to 
the Jews which are in Shuahan to do to morrow also according 
unto this day's decree, and let Hanian's ten sons Ixi hanged 
upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to be done : 
and the decree was given at Shuahan ; and they hanged Haman'a 
ten sons. For the Jews that were in Shushan gathei-ed thom- 
selve^ together on the fourteenth day also of the mouth Adar, 
ami slew tliree hundred men at Shushan; but on the prey they 
laid not thoii' hand. 

But the other Jews that icere in the king's pro-vinces gathered 
themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from 
their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five thousand, 
but they laid not their hands on the prey, on the thirteenth day 
of the montli Adar; and on the foui-tcenth day of the same 
rested they, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. But 
the Jews that tcere at Shuahan assembled together on the 
thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on 
the fifteenth rfoy of the same they rested, and made it a day 
of feasting and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the villages, 
that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth day of 
the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, 
and of sending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all 
the Jews that w&fe in all the provinces of the king Ahaauerus, 
both nigh and far, to stablish thi» among them, that they should 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day 
of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews rested from 
their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them 
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day : that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending 
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews 
undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had 
written unto them ; l>ecau8e Haman the son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the 
Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pui', that is, the lot, to 
consume them, and to destroy them ; but when Esther came 
before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked 
device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. Wherefore they called these days Purim after the 
name of Pur. Therefore for all the words of this letter, and 
of thai which they had seen concerning this matter, and which 
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had come uiito them, the Jews ordained, and took upon them, 
and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves 
unto them, so as it should not fail, that they would keep these 
two days according to their writing, and according to their 
appointed time every year ; and that these days s/umld be 
remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, 
every province and every city ; and that these days of Purim 
should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them 
perish from their seed. 

Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mor- 
decai the Jew, wrote with all authority, to confirm this second 
letter of Purim. And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to 
the hundred twenty and seven proN-inces of the kingdom of 
Ahasuerus, irith word.s of peace and truth, to confirm these 
days of Purim in their times appointed, according as Mordecai 
the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and aa they 
had decreed for themselves and for their seed, the matters of 
the fastings and their cry. And the decree of Esther confirmed 
these matters of Purim ; and it was written in the book. 
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untx> Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five 
hundred men in Bhushan the palace, and the ten sons of 
Haman ; what have tliey done in the rest of the king's pro- 
vinces ? now what w thy petition t and it shall be granted thee : 
or what ia thy request further 1 and it shall be done. 

Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to 
the Jews which are in Shushan to do to morrow also according 
unto this day's decree, and let Haman's ten sons be hanged 
upon the gallowH. And the king commanded it so to be done : 
and the decree waa given at Shuahan ; and they hanged Haman'a 
ton sons. For the Jews that were in Shushan gathei-ed them- 
selves together on the fourteentli day also of the month Adar, 
and slew three hundred men at Shushan; but on the prey they 
laid not their hand. 

But the other Jews that loere in the king's pro\'ince8 gathered 
themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from 
their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five thousand, 
but they laid not their hands on the prey, on the thirteenth day 
of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the same 
rested they, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. But 
the Jews that uvre at Shushan assembled together on the 
thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof ; and on 
the fifteenth day of the .same they rested, and made it a day 
of feasting and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the villages, 
that dwelt in the un walled towns, made the fouiteenth day of 
the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, 
and of sending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all 
the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
both nigh and far, to stablish this among them, that they should 
keep the fourteenth day of the mouth Adar, and the fifteenth day 
of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews rested from 
their enemies, and the month which was turaed unto them 
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day : that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending 
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jewa 
undertook tc do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had 
written unto them ; because Haman the son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had deraed against the 
Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to 
consume them, and to destroy them ; but when Eslher came 
before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked 
device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. Wherefore they called these days Purim after the 
name of Pur. Therefore for all the words of this letter, and 
of that which they had seen concerning this matter, and which 
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unto Esther the queen. The Jews liave slain and destroyed five 
hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the t^n sons of 
Haman ; what have they done in the rest of the king's pro- 
vinces 1 now what m thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: 
or what h thy request further ^ and it shall be done. 

Then said Elsther, If it please the king, let it be granted to 
the Jews which are in Shushan to do bo morrow also according 
unto this day's decree, and let Haman'a ten sons bo hanged 
upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to be done : 
and the decree was given at Shushan ; and they hanged Haman'a 
ten sons, For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered them- 
Belves together oil the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, 
and slew three hundred men at Shushan; but on the prey they 
laid not their hand. 

But the other Jews that were in the king's provinces gathered 
themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from 
their enemies, and slew of their foe^ seventy and five thousand, 
but they laid not their hands on the prey, on the thirteenth day 
of the month Adar ; and on the fourteenth day of the same 
rested they, and made it a day of fea,atiiig and gladness. But 
the Jews that fsere at Shu^an assembled t<3gether on the 
thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof ; and on 
the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day 
of feasting and gladness. Therefore the Jews of the villagea, 
that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the foui-teenth day of 
the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, 
and of sending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all 
the Jews that tp^r** in all the pixtvinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
both nigh and far, to stablish this among them, that thoy should 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day 
of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews rested from 
their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them 
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending 
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews 
undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had 
written unto them ; because Haman the son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagibe, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the 
Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pui-, that is, the lot, to 
consume them, and bo destroy them ; but when Esther came 
before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked 
device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. Wherefore they called these days Purim after the 
name of Pur. Therefore for all the words of this letter, and 
of thai which they had seen concerning this matter, and which 
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I. THE PROPHETS 

ISAIAH 



The Book of Itai&h hn* hetnjutUy tU^tribed a* " A moiaie f^ JraymifnU tchick 
hiiTf httn wirrked over again and again" — almoal iknen to iKe birth cf 
Christ. 

Jtaiah — that is to say, the historical Imiah — lived at it time of criiu'al import- 
ance {see IntrodueUtry Essays, §§ ▼. aiui vi.), tfA^ii after the dnwnfaU of 
Israel Judah became the sole representatire of the faith of Jnhveh, 
736-650 (I). He is supposed to have suffered a marttir's drath in llie 
reirjn of Mannssrh (Heb. xL 87). 

1st 8«etion. — Chap. L-xii. ZHseourta addresaed exeltuirely to Judah and 
Israel. 



I. 1-20 



1 THE vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw con- 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Ur.ziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
J udah. 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth : for the Lohd hath 
Bpoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against me. The ox kuoweth his owner, and the ass hia 
master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not 
consider. 

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a sewl of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters ; they have forsaken the I.ORD, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward. Why should ye be stricken any more t ye 
will revolt more and more : the whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart faint. From the sole of the foot even iinto the hea«l there 
M no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores : they have not been cloe«J, neither Ixjund up, neither molli- 
fied with ointment. Your country is desolate, your cities are 
burned with fire : your land, strangers devour it in your presence, 
and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. And the daughter 
of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden 
of cucumbers, as a besi^ed city. Except the Lord of hosts bad 
left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, 
and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear unto 
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the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose w 
the multitude of your sacrifices unt» nie 1 saith the Lord : I am 
full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts ; and 

1 delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 
Wlien ye come to appear l>efoi'e me, who hath required this at 
your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; 
incense is an abomination unt*> me ; tlie new moons and sabbaths, 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even 
the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth ; they are a trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear 
them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you : j'ea, wiien ye make many prayers, I will not hear : 
your hands are full of blood. Wash you, make you clean ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes ; cease to 
do e\'il ; learn to do well ; seek judgment, relievo the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead f<ir the widow. 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scurlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land : but if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword : for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. 

2 ENTER into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man 

shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall 
be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day. For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every 
one that is proud and lofty, and upon every otus that is lifted up ; 
and he shall be brought low : and upon all the cedars of Lebanon, 
that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, and 
upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted 
up, and upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, and 
upon all the ships of Tarshiah, and upon all pleasant pictures. 

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haugh- 
tiness of men shall be made low : and the Lord alone shall bo 
exalted in that day. And the idols he shall utterly abolish. 
And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves 
of the earth, for fear of tho Lobd, and for the glory of hia 
majesty, when he ariseth Ui shako terribly tho earth. 

In that day a man ahall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of 
gold, which they made tach onu for himself to worship, to the 
moles antl to tlie bats ; to go into the clefts of tho rocks, and into 
the tops of the ragged rocks, for fejir of the Lord, and for the 
glory of his majesty,when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 

Cease ye from man, whose breath it in his nostrils : for wherein 
ia he to be accounted of 1 
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5 NOW will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved 
touching hia vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very 
fruitful hill : and he fence<l it, and gathered out 
the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest 
vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a wine- 
press therein : and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of 
Jerusaleni, and men of Judali, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and 
my vineyard. What could have been done more to my xineyard, 
that I have not done in it ? wherefore, when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, bixiught it forth wild grapes 1 And 
now go to ; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard : T will 
take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up ; and break 
down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down : and I will 
lay it waste : it shall not be pruned, nor digged ; but there shall 
come up briers and thorns : I will also command the clouds that 
they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Ix>rd of hosts 
is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant : 
and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression ; for righteous- 
ness, but behold a cry. 

Woe unto them that Join house to house, that lay field to field, 
till tfiere be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth I 



Iiaiah's Cmtetration to the Prophdie Uitsion, ikC. 734. 

6 IN the year that king Urziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims : each one had six 
wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with 
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, w the Lord of 
hosts : the whole earth w full of his glory. And the posta of the 
door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house waa 
filled with smoke. 

Then said I, Woe i$ me I for I am undone ; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a |^)CopIe of unclean 
lips : for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. 

Then flew one of the seraphim.s unto me, having a live coal in 
his hand, ichich he had taken with the tongs from off the altar : 
and ho laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this iiath touched 
thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I ; send me. And 
he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
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not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and underatand 
with their heart, and convort, and he healed. 

Then said I, l-rf)nu, how long/ And he answei^ed, Until the 
citiea be wasto^l without iiihitbitJint, and the housea without wan, 
and the land be utterly desolate, and the L<jkd have removed men 
far away, and lliere be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 



l%e word "virffin" {Htb. "almah") in fxrij difficult, to undtrstand, and 
eommenUUon are tuipelcssly nt- uiriiiuer. Pnhufui U dcsignaieg tht Jeitisk 
eommunit]/ (U JmtmJem, out o/ uhi^A ilu ultJit nder was to come. 
(E. MeuT.) 

7 MOREOVER the L«nn spake a^ain unto Ahaz, sa3'ing, Ask 
thee a sign of the Lokd tliy God ; ask it cither in the depth, or in 
the heicht aljove. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, 
neither willl tempt the Lord. And he said, Hear 
ye now, O house of Da\id ; fn it a small thing for you to weary 
men, but will yc weary my God alsti ? Therefore the Lord him- 
self shall give you a Hign ; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, ami shall call his name Lnmanuel. Butter and honey 
shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the 
good. For before the ehild shall know to refuse the evil, and 
choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
of both her kings. 



IX. -XL — Are these pott-exilic f It is more reasoneMe, perhaps, to Mppote (kat 
they belong to laaiah. " The child" is different firom pott-exUie thought. 
Besides, hou) are lee to explain the origiti and development of Afcssianie 
Hope unless tee find it commenced ai all events in JsaiaJi hiinsel/t 

Q THE people that walked in darkness have seen a great light : 
they that dwell in the land of the sliaduw of death, upon them hath 
the light sinned. TJiou hast multiplied the nation, 
'' and not increased the joy : they joy before thee 
according to tho joy in harvest, awi as men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, 
and the staff of his shoulder, the rtid of his oppressor, as in the 
day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with confused 
noise, and garments rolled in blood ; but Ikui shall be with burning 
and fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, imt<i us a son is 
given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder : and liis 
name slmll be called Woudciful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
Tlie everlasting Father, Tlie Prince of Peace. Of the increase of' 
his government and peace there shall br. no end, upon the throne 
of David, aud upon his kiugdoto, to order it, and to establish it 
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with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

1 1 AN D thero shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of hi^ roots : and the spirit of the 
LoRH shall rest ujMjn him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of tlie Lord ; and shall make 
him of quick understanding in the fear of the Loud : and he shall 
not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears : but with righti>ousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with e<|uitv for the meek of the earth : and he 
shall smite the earth with the rod of hLs mouth, and witli the 
breath of his lips shall ho slay the wicked. And righteousness 
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his 
reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall he down with the kid ; and the calf ami the 3-ouug linn and 
the fatling t<Jgether ; and a little child shall leatl them. Ai\d the 
cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down to- 
gether : and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain : for the earth shall bo full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

And in that day there sliall be a root of Jesse, M-hich shall 
stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek : 
and hia rest shall be glorious. 



2nd Seetioa. — xiii.-sxiii. Oroflrx, iliMimjuUhtd hti tKt lirirignntiiin "Btiriim," 
aiui ifircrifd to firrtign pn>ph; Tfir ornrlr funeemiiitj linlytmi. — xiL 2 — 
xi». 23 — mtul hate brm terUten duriiu) or a/Ur the Babijlonian cxilf — 
muek later than tht tnu /miak. 

14 AND it shall come to pass in the day that the Ix>rd shall 
give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the 
hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, -,„ „ ,„ 
that thou shalt take up this proverb against the 
king of Babylon, and say. 

How hath the oppressor ceased 1 the golden city ceased ! The 
Lord hath broken the staflF of the wick^ ajirf the sceptre of the 
rulers. He who smote the people in wrath with a continual 
stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecute*!, nnd nono 
hindereth. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet : they break 
forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the 
cedars of Lebanon, taying, Sinoe thou art laid down, no feller is 
come up against us. 

Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet (Hm at thy 
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coming : it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief onea 
of the earth ; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings 
of the nations. All they shall speak and say unto thee. Art 
thou also become weak as wel art thou become like unto usl 
Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, aitd the noise of thy 
viols : the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning I 
how art thou cut down to the ground, whicEi didst weaken the 
nations 1 

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt nij' throne above the stars of God : I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north : 
I will ascend above the lieights of the clouds ; I will be like the 
most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the 
sides of the pit. 

They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, atid consider 
thee, saifing, /» this the man that made tlu'! earth to tremble, 
that did shake kingdoiua ; that made the world as a wilderness, 
and destroyed the cities thereof ; tlial opened not the house of 
his prisoners ? All the kings of the nations, eveit ali of them, lie 
in glory, every one in his own house. But thou art cast out of 
thy grave like an abominable branch, a^id at the raiment of those 
that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the 
atones of the pit ; as a carcase trodden under feet. 



TTT — J%U was probably vrriitcn in 343 B.C. , when Sgypi v:(u punished by 
Artaxerxet Ochm III. It cannot ?utw been tcritten by iMiah. 

19 THE burden of Egypt. 

Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come 
into Egypt : and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his pre- 
„-_ scnce, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the 

midst of it. And I will Bot the Egyptians 
against the Egyptians : and they shall fight every one against 
his bix>ther, and every one against liis neighbour ; city against 
city, and kingdom against kingdom. And the spirit of Egypt 
shall fail iu the n]id>jt thereof ; and I will destroy the counsel 
thereof : and Ihey shall seek bo the idols, and to the charmers, 
and to them that have familiar spirit-a, and to the wizards. 
And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel 
lord ; and a fitrce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, 
the Tx)RU of hosts. And the wat«rs shall fail from tlis sea, 
and the river shall be wasted and drictl up. And they shall 
turn the rivers far away ; and the brooks of defence shall 
be emptied and drietl up : the reeds and flags shall wither. 
The paper reeds by the brooks, by the moutli of the brooks, and 
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every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, 
and be no more. The fishers also shall mourn, and all tliey that 
cast angle into the brookB shall lament, and they that spread 
nets upon the waters shall languish. Moreover they that work 
in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded. 
And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that 
make sluices and ponds for fish. 



Srd Beotioa. — xrir.-xxrii. A picture of the judgment of the vy>rU and qf 
Mtsxinnic Salvation. Perhnm btlongs to the Greek period {aboul 330 ac. ), 
iij Atfj-nndfr t)u (Irtat. ifot by ItuuaJi, in nil probability : it i» quUe 

iinlik' his ^ijle, 

25 LORD, thou art my God ; I will exalt thee, I will praise 
thy name ; for thou hast done wonderful things ; tht/ counsels of 
old are faithfulness ayid truth. For thou hast vvvT 
made of a city an heap ; o/ a defenced city a 

ruin : a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built. 
Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the 
terrible nations shall fear thee. For thou hast been a strength 
to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge 
from the storm, a shadow from the heat^ when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. Thou siialt bring 
down the noise of strangers, as the heat iu a dry place ; eveii 
the heat with the shadow of a cloud : the branch of the terrible 
ones shall be brought low. 

And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all 
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And 
he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast 
over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. He 
will swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his people shall 
he take away from off all the earth : for the LoilD hath spoken it. 

And it shall be sixid in that day, Lo, this ia our God ; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us : this t« the Lord ; wo have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For 
in this mountain shall the hand of the Ix)KO rest, and Moab shall 
be trodden doA^oi under him, even as straw is trodden down for 
the duDghiJl. And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst 
of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth hia hands to swim : 
and he shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of 
their hands. And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall 
he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust. 

26 IN that day shall this song be snng in the land of Judah ; 
We liave a strong city ; solvation will God appointybr walls and 
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bulwarks. Open ye the gat«8, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt kwp him in perfect 
peace, wftose mind U stayed an t/i^e : because he trustetli in thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord JEHOVAH t* 
everlasting Htrengtli : for ho biingeth down them that dwell on 
high ; the lofty city, he layeth it low ; he layeth it low, even to 
the ground ; he bringetli it even to the dust. The foot shall 
tread it down, etvn the feet of the poor, ajid the stops of the 
needy. 

The way of tlie just ig uprightness : thou, most upright, doefc 
weigh the path of the just. You, in the way of thy judgments, 

Lokd, have we waited for then ; the desire of our soul is to 
thy name, and to the reiiiembrance of thee. With my soul liave 

1 desired thee in the night ; yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early : for wlieu thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of tho world will learn righteousness. Let favour be 
.shewed to the wicked, ^'tl will he not learn righteousness : in the 
land of uprightness will he deal unju.'Stly, and will not behold 
the majesty of tho Loud. Lokd, when thy hand is lifted up, 
they vnll not .see : but they shall see, and be asharued for iheir 
envy at the people ; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour 
them. 

Lord, tliou wilt ordain peace for us : for thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us. O Lord our God, other lords 
beside thee have had dominion over us : but by thee only will we 
make mention of thy name. They are dead, they shall not live ; 
lh«t/ are deceased, they shall not rise : therefore hast thou visited 
and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. Tliou 
hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast increased the 
nation : thou art glorified : thou hadst removed it far unto all the 
ends of the earth. Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they 
poured out a prayer when thy cliiiat<?niug mvw upon them. Like 
as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, 
is in pain, ami crietli out in her pangs ; so have we been in thy 
sight, Lord. We have been with child, wc have been in pain, 
we have as it were brought forth wind ; we have not wrought 
anj' deliverance in the cartli ; neither have the inhabitants of 
the world fallen. Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead 
body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: 
for tliy dew is as the dew of herbs, and tho earth shall cast out 
the dead. 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee ; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until 
the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lohd cometh out 
of his place to punish tho inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity : the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no 
more cover her slain. 
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4th SeetioiL— xxviii.-xxxUi., xxiiv., xxxv,, ixx»L-xxxul Tfu atmiu o/ 
Jeruaaletn in the tiege by the Assyrian! and Us ddivtranee (inciuditm 
tkreaU againiit Edoin). 

29 WHEREFORE the Lord said, Forasmuch sa this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their hps do honour me, 
but have rfmrivcil tlieir heart f<ar from nie, and yviv 
their fear toward mo is taught by the precept of 
men : therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among this people, even a nmrvellous work and a wonder : for the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the underutauding 
of their prudent men shall be hid. 

Woo unt-o tlieui that seek deep to hide their counsel from the 
Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth 
us t and who knoweth us ? Surely j'our turning of things upside 
down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay : for shall the work 
say of him that ma<:le it, He made me not t or shall the thing 
framed say of liim that framed it. He had uo understiinding ? Is 
it not yet a very little while, and Ijel»anon shall bo turned into a 
fruitful iieid, and tlve fruitful ileld shall be esteemed as a forest t 
And in that day shall ihc deaf hear the words of the book, and 
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of dark- 
ness. The meek also shall increase thtnr joy in the Ix)RD, and 
the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 
For the terrible one is brought to nouglit, and the scorner is con- 
sumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off: that make a 
man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that ro- 
proveth in the gate, and turn aside the juat for a thing of 
nought. 

Thereiore thus saith tbo Lord, who redeemed Abraham, con- 
cerning the house of Jatiob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. But when he seeth hia 
children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify my name, and sjinctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall 
fear the Got! of Israel. They also that erred in spirit shall come 
to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine. 

32 BEHOLD, a king shall reign in r!ghteou9ne.s.s, and princes 
shall rule in judgment. And a man shall be as an hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; yyyit <>n 
OS rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of 
a gi-eat rock in a weary land. And the eyes of them that see shall 
not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. The 
heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the 
tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly. The 
vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to b« 
bountiful. For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart 
will work iniquity, to practise hj'pocrisy, and to utter error 
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against the Lorb, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he 
will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. Tlie instruments also 
of the churl are evil : be deviseth wicked devices to destroy the 
poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right. 
But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things 
sliall he stand. 

Rise up, ye women that are at ease ; hear my voice, ye careless 
daughters j give ear unto my speech. Many days and years 
shall ye be troubletl, ye careless women ; for the vintage shall 
fail, tlic gatliering shall not come. Tremble, ye women that are 
at ease ; be troubled, ye careless ones : strip you, and make you 
bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins. They shall lament for 
the teats, for the pleasant fields, fur the fruitful vine. Upon the 
land of my people shall come up thorns nnd briers ; yea, upon all 
the houses of joy in the joyous city : because the palaces shall be 
forsaken ; the multitude of the city shall be left ; the forts and 
bowers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pashire of 
flocks ; until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the 
wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for 
a forest. Then judgment Bhall dwell in the wilderness, and 
righteousness remain in the fruitful field. And the work of 
righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever. And my people sliall dwell in 
a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest- 
ing places ; when it shall hail, coming down on the forest ; and 
the city shall be low in a low place. 

Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth thither 
the feet of the ox and the ass. 



ZZZrV., XXXV. — Tfif»e ehafiirrs $efm to belong to the range 0/ IhoughU of 
JJeuUro-haiak. Hcc Introductory Essays, § r. 

34 COME near, yo nations, to hear ; and hearken, ye people : 
let the earth hear, and all that is therein ; the world, and all 

thintrs that come forth of it. For the indigna- 
XXXV ~ ^'"'* ^^ *''^^ Loim is upon al! nations, and Am fury 

upon all their annies : he bath utterly destroyed 
them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain 
also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of 
their carcases, and the mountains shall bo melted with their 
blood. And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll : and all their host 
shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off fi'oin the vine, and as 
a falling Jig from the fig tree. 

For my sword «haSl be bathed in heaven : behold, it shall 
come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my cui-se, to 
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judgment. The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is 
made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams : for the Lord hath a sacri- 
fice in Sozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. And 
the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with 
the bulls ; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their 
dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the Lord's 
vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of 
Zion. 

And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the 
dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become 
burning pitch. It shall not be quenched night nor day ; the 
smoke thereof shall go up for ever : from generation to genera- 
tion it shall lie waste ; none shall pass through it for ever and 
ever. But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it ; the 
owl also and the raven shall dwell in it : and he shall stretch 
out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. 
They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none 
shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. And 
thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof: and it sliall be an liabitation of dragons, 
and a court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert shall also 
meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall 
ci-y to his fellow ; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find 
for herself a place of rest. There shall the great owl make her 
nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow : there 
shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate. 

Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read : no one of 
these shall fail, none shall want her mate : for my mouth it 
hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. And 
he bath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it 
onto them by line : they shall possess it for ever, from genera- 
tion to generation shall they dwell therein. 

35 THE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them ; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing : the glory of I^banon shall bo given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of 
the Lord, and the excellency of our Qod. 

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not : 
behold, your Ood will come toith vengeance, even God with a 
recom pence ; be will come and save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap 
as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing : for in the 
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wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 
And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
land springs of water : in the habitation of dragons, where each 
lay, ahail be grass with retxls and rushes. And an highway 
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of 
holiness ; the unclean shall nut pass over it ; but it shall b« for 
those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
No lion shall Iw there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there ; but the redeemed shall 
walk there : and the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon llieir heads : 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall Hee away. 



6th Beotion.— xl.-lxvi. In ichick Babylon, not Aa^yriu, is the aggrestor 
null thf tyrant. 

This it the Ufork first of the tprittr called Deutsro- Isaiah, compriring 
roughly xl.-lv., daU about 640 B.C., writttn towards (he end of (ht 
Babylonian exile, tehen hopes were high eoneemiruf Cyrus. 

Then, Ivi.-lxvi. represent the work of Trito-Imah about 450 B.O., 
written in Palestine a/t^r the return frmn the exile. 

40 CXJMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her 
XX 1 11 warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
doned : for she hath received of the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 

The voice of him tliat crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. Every valley shall be exalteil, and every mountain 
and hill shall bo made low : and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain : and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall .see it together : for the 
raouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

The voice said, Cry. And he said. What shall I cry ? All 
flesh is grass, and all the gtxidlincss thereof is as the Hower of 
the field : the grass withereth, the flower fadeth : because the 
spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it ; surely the people is graas. 
Tlie grass withereth, the flower fodetli : but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever. 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain ; O Jerusalem, that brin;;est good tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; say unto the 
cities of Judah, Behold your God ! Behold, the Lord God will 
come with strong hand, and iiis arm shall rule for him : behold, 
his reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall 
feed his flock like a shephei-d : he shall gather the lambs with 
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his arm, and cany tKem in his bosom, and shaU gmtiy lead 

those that are with young. 

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehendetl the 
dost of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in 
scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the 
Spirit of the Lf>RD, or being his counsellor hath taught himt 
With whom took he counRel, and uho instructed him, and 
taught him in the path of judgment., and taught him knowledge, 
and shewed to him the way of understanding? Behold, the 
nations are as a rli'op of a bucket, and are ctiunted as the small 
dust of the balimce : behold, he taketh up the isles as a very 
little thing. And Leimnon is not suificient to bum, nor the 
beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before 
him are as nothing ; and they are counted to him less than 
nothing, and vanity. 

To whom then will ye liken God I or what likeness will ye 
compare unto him 1 The workman melteth a graven image, 
and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and cast«th silver 
chains. He that is so impoverished that ho hath no oblation 
choooeth a tree that will not rot ; he seeketh unto him a cunning 
workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 

Have ye not known 1 have ye not heard ? hath it nut been 
told you from the beginning? have ye not underst<x>d from the 
foundations of the earth? It w he that sitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ; 
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in : that bringeth the princes to 
nothing ; he raaketh the judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, 
they shall not be planted ; yea, they shall not be sown : yea, 
their stock shall not take root in the earth : and he shall also 
blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall 
take them away as stubble. 

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal t saitb 
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these thitigs, that bringeth out their host by 
number : he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his 
might, for tliat he is strong in power ; not one failcth. 

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakcst, O Israel, My way 
is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from 
my God 1 Hast thou not known 1 hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there ia no searching of his 
understanding. He giveth power to the faint ; and to ihem thtU 
hatyi no might he inoreaseth sti-ength. Even the youths shall 
faint and Ihj weary, and the young men shall utterly fall : but 
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; they 
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shall mount up with wings as eaglefl ; they shall nui„ and not 
be weary ; and they shall walk, and not latnt. 

42 BEHOLD my servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in 

whom my soul delighteth ; I have put my spirit upon him : he 

ITT rr . ,a shall brinft forth iufitrment to the Gentilea. He 
XLII. 1-16 1 II ," i-?i I - - . 

shall not cry, nor hit up, nor cause his voice to 

be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
the smoking Uax shall he not quench : he shall bring forth judg- 
ment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, tUl he 
have set judgment in the earth : and the isles shall wait for his 
law. 

Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and 
stretched them out ; he that spread forth the earth, and that 
which eometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people 
upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein : I the Lord 
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison, and them that ait in darkness out of 
the priison house. I am tl»e Lord: that is my name; and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven 
images. 

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things 
do I declare : before tlioy spring forth I tell you of them. Sing 
unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the 
earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein ; the 
isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wikJomess and the 
cities thereof lift up tkeir voice, the villages thai Kedar doth 
inhabit : let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout 
from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory unto the 
LiOBD, and declare his praise in the islands. 

The Lord shall go forth as a miglity man, he shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war : he shall cry, yea, roar ; he shall 
prevail against his enemies. I have long time holden my peace ; 
I have been still, atid refrained myself: nmo will I cry like 
a travailing woman ; I will destroy and devour at once. I will 
make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; 
and I will make the rivers islandH, and I will dry up the 
p»ls. And I will bring the blind by a way (hat they knew 
not ; I will lead them in paths that they have not known : I 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake 
them. They shall be turned back, they shall bo greatly 
ashamed, tliat trust in graven images, that say to the molten 
images. Ye are our gods. 

Hear, ye deaf ; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who it 
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blind, but my servant 7 or deaf, aa my messenger iKaS I sent t 
who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lohd's 
servant ? Seeing many things, but tliou ob.servest not ; open- 
ing the ears, but he heareth not. The I^rd is well pleased for 
his righteousness' sake ; he will magnify the law, and make it 
honourable. But this is a people robbed and spoiled ; they are 
all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses : 
they are for a prey, and none delivereth ', for a spoil, and none 
saith. Restore. 

Who among you will give ear to this 1 who will hearken and 
hear for the time to coniel Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and 
Israel to the robbers I did not the Lord, he against whom we 
have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither 
were they obedient unto his law. Therefore he hath poui-ed 
upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle : 
and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not ; and 
it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart. 

44 YET now hear, O Jacob my servant ; and Israel, whom I 
have chosen : Thus saith the Loko that ma<le thee, and formed 
thee from the womb, which will help thee ; Fear 
not^ O Jacob, my servant ; and thou, Jeshnrun, 
whom I have chosen. For I will pour water \ipon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine oiTspriiig : and they 
shall spring up as among the grass, as wDlows by the water 
courses. One shall say, I am the Lord's ; and another shall coll 
himsd/ by the name of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname hinuel/ by the name of 
Israel. 

Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the 
Lord of hosts ; I am the first, and I am the last ; and beside me 
there is no Qod. And who, as I, slmll call, and shall declare it, 
and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people 1 
and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew 
unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid : have not I told 
thee from that time, and have declared it ? ye are even my wit- 
nesses. Is there a Qod beside me 1 yea, there is no Qod ; I know 
not any. 

They that make a graven image are all of them vanity ; and 
their delectable things shall not profit ; and they are their ovm 
witnesses ; they see not, nor know - that they may be ashamed. 
Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is 
profitable for nothing 1 Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed : 
and the workmen, they are of men : let them all be gathered to- 
gether, let thorn stand up ; yet they shall fear, and they shall be 
ashamed together. 
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The Hinith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and 
fashioneth it with hamint-rs, and worketh it with the strength of 
his arms : yea, he ia hungry, and hia strength faileth : he drinketh 
no water, and is fu.int. 

The carpcntfi' HtretcJieth out his rule ; he marketh it out with 
a line ; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the 
comptLSH, and niaketh it aft«r the figure of a man, according to 
tlie beauty of a man ; that it may remain in the house. He 
Iiewetli iiiiii 4lown cetiars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, 
which l»c sircngtheneth for hiiusclf among the trees of the forest : 
he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it 
be for a man to burn : for he will take thereof, and warm him- 
self j ye^i., ho kimlleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he niaketh a 
god, and worshippeth il ; he niaketh it a graven image, and 
faileth down thereto. He bumeth j>art thereof in the fire ; with 
part thereof he eateth flesh ; he roasteth roast, and i.s satisfied : 
yea, ho wariueth himnflj] and saith, Aha, I am warm, I havei 
seen the fire : and tiie residue thereof he maketh a god, even 
his graven image : he faileth down unto it, and worshippeth it, 
and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me ; for thou art my 
god. 

Thej have not known nor understood : for he hath shut their 
eyes, tliat they cannot see ; a?wi their hearts, that they cannot 
underataiid. And none considereth in his heart, neither m ther9_ 
knowledge nor iindi-rstanding to s*ay, I Iiave burned part of it 
the fire ; yea, >i\tut I liave baked bread upon the coals thereof ; I 
have roasteti fli,-slT, and eaten it : and shati I make the residue 
therei;>f an abomination I shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? 
He fiedctb on a^hes : a deceived heart hath turned him aside, 
that lie cannot deliver his soul, nor say. Is there not a lie in my 
right hand ? 

Remember these, Jacob and Israel ; for thou art, my servant : 
I have formed thee ; thou art my servant : O Israel, thou shalt 
not be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as a tlnick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy ains : return unto me ; for I 
have redeemed thee, ying, O ye heavens ; for the Lord liath 
done it : shout, ye lower parts of the earth : break forth into 
singing, ye mountains, O foiest, and every tree therein : for the 
LoHD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. 

Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed the© 
from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all thinffs ; that 
atretcheth forth the heavens alone ; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth by myself ; that fru.strateth the tokens of the liars, and 
maketh diviners mud ; tliafc turneth wise men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge foolish ; that confirmeth the word of his 
servant, and pcrforraeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith 
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited ; and to the cities of Judah, 
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Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof : 
that saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers ; that 
saith of Cyrus, lie it my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure : even sajing to Jerusalem, Tliou shalt be built ; and to 
the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 

45 I WILL go before thee, and make the crooked places straight : 
I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars 
of iron : and I will give thee the trejisurea of dark- 
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou J^^^ • ^-^^^ 
mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am 
the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine 
elect, I have even calletl thee by thy name : I have sumamed 
thee, though thou hast not known me. I am the Lobd, and there 
M none else, there is no God beside me : I giixied thee, though 
thou hast not known me : that they may know from the rising 
of the sun, and from the west, that tfiere is none beside me. I am 
the Lord, and there w none else. I form the light, and create 
darkness : I make peace, and create evil : I the Lord do all these 
things. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour 
down righteousness : let the earth open, and let them bring forth 
salvation, and let righteousness spring up together ; I the Lobo 
have created it. 

Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker ! Let the potsherd 
strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say 
to him that fashioneth it. What makest thou? or thy work, 
He hath no liandsl Woe unto him that saith unto Aw father, 
What begettest thou ? or to the woman, What hast thou brought 
forth T 

Thus saith the Lobd, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, 
Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me. I have made the 
earth, and created man upon it: I, ev«n my hands, have 
stretched out tlie heavens, and all their bust have I com- 
manded. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will 
direct all his ways : he shall build my city, and he shall let go 
my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts. 
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40 LISTEN, O isles; unto me ; and hearken, ye people, from 
far ; The Lord hath called me from the womb ; from the bowels 
of my mother hath he mode n>entio>i of my name. 
An<l he hath ma<le my mouth like a sharp sword ; 
in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a 
polished shaft ; in his quiver hath he hid me ; and said unto me. 
Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. Then 
I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
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nought, and in vain : i/el surely my judgment is with the Lord, 
and my work with my God. And now, saith the Lord that 
formed me from the womb to be his servant, to hring Jacob again 
to him, Though Israel bo not gathcrwl, yet shall I be glorious in 
the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall bo my strength. And 
he said, It is a light thing that thou tihouldest be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 
Israel : I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 

Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy 
One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation 
abhorreth, to a servant of lulers, Kings shall see and arise^ princes 
also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, atid the 
Holy One of Israel, and he shall chiKjse thee. 

Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard theMj, 
and in a day of salvation have I helped thee : and I will pre- 
serve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish 
the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages ; that thou 
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth ; to them that are in dark- 
ness. Shew yourselve.?. They shall feed in the ways, and their 
pastures shall b« in all high places. Tliey shall not hunger nor 
thirst ; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them : for he that 
hath mercy on them shall lead thcni, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them. And I will make all my mountains a way^ 
and my highways shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come from 
far : and, lo, these from the north and from the west \ and these 
from the land of Sinim. 

Sing, O heavens ; and be joyfxd, O earth ; and break forth into 
singing, O mountains ; for the Loud hath comforted his people, 
and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

But Zion said, The Lord hath forwiken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb 1 
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of wt/ hands ; thy walls are 
continually before ma Thy children shall make haste ; thy 
destroyers and they that made thee waate shall go forth dl 
thee. 

50 THUS saith the Lord, Where w the bill of vour mother's 
divorcement^ whom I have put away? or which of my creditora 
?"« it to whom I have sold you ? Behoki, for your 
iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your 
transgressions is your mother put away. Wherefore, when I 
came, was there no man 1 when I called, uas there none to answer t 
la my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem 1 or have I 
no power to deliver ? behohl, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I 
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make the rivers a wilderness : their fish stinketh, because there is 
no wat4?r, ami dioth for thirst. T clothe the heavens with black- 
ness, and I make saekclot)) their covering. 

The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that 
I should know how t<i Hpeak a word in season tf) Aim that is 
weary: he wakenetb niomiiig by morning, ho wakeneth mine ear 
to hear aa the lcame<i. The Ijord God hath of>ened mine ear, 
and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave my 
back to the smit-ers, and my cheeks to tliem that plucketl off the 
hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord 
God will hflp me ; therefore shull I not be confounded : therefore 
have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not bo 
ashamed. He i» near that justifieth me ; who will contend with 
me ? let us stand together : who is mine a<lvei"8ary ? let him come 
near to me. Behold, the Lord God will help me ; who w he that 
shall condemn me ? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment ; the 
moth shall eat them up. 

Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? 
let him trust in the name of the Lokd, and stay upon his God. 
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about 
with sparks : walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that 
ye liave kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand ; ye shall lie 
down in sorrow. 

51 HEARKEN tome, ye that follow after righteousness, ye 
that seek the Lord : look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto Abra- 
ham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you ; for I called him 
alone, and blessed him, and increa^se^i him. For the Lord shall 
comfort Zion : he will comfort all her waste places ; and he will 
make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, 
and the voice of melody. 

Hearken unto me, my people ; and give ear unto me, O my 
nation ; for a law shall pruceed from me, and I will make my 
judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness 
it near ; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge 
the people ; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm 
shall they trust. Lift np your eyes to the heavens, and look 
upm the earth beneath ; for the hoavens shall vanish away 
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and 
thoy that dwell therein Rliall die in like manner : but my sal- 
vation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be 
abolishe«l. 

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law ; fear yo not the reproach of men, neither 
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be ye afraid of their rpvilings. For the moth ahall cat them np 
like a garment, and the woi-m shall eat them like wool : but my 
righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation 
to generation. 

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord ; awake, 
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not 
it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon ? Art thou not 
it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great tleep ; that 
hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to 
over t Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come' 
with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy fhal.l be upon their 
head : they shall obtain gladness and joy ; aiui sorrow and mourn- 
ing shall flee away. 

I, even I, nm he that comforteth you ; who art thou, that thou 
shouldeat be afraid of a man tluit shall die, and of the son of man 
which shall he made ait grass ; and forgottest the Lord thy 
maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the 
foundations of the earth : and hast fearc<l continuidly every day 
because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to 
destroy ? and where wt the fur}' of the oppressor ? The captive 
exile hasteneth that he may be looseil, and that he should not 
die in the pit, nor that his bread shotdd fail. But I am the 
Lord thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared : Tho 
Lord of hosts is his name. And I have put my words in thy 
mouth, and I have eovcred thee in the shadow of mine hand, 
that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the 
eartli, and aay unto Zion, Thou art my people. 

Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at 
the hand of the Lord the cup of his furj' ; thou bast drunken 
the dregs of the cup of treudiling, and wrung tliem out. There 
is none to guide her among all the sons tvhtym ."ihp hath brought 
forth ; neither is there any that takefch her by the hand of all 
the sons that, slie hatli brought up. These two things are come 
unto thee; who shall be sorry for theel dtwolation, and destruc- 
tion, and the famine, and the sworrl ; by whom shall I comfort 
thee J Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the 
streets, as a wild bull in a net : they are full of the fury of the 
Lord, the rebuke of thy Owl. Therefore hear now this, thou 
afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine : Thus saith thy Lord 
the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, 
Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 
even the dregs of the cup of my fuiy ; thou shalt no more drink 
it again : but I will put it into the hand of them that afflict 
thoe ; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go 
over : and thou hast laid thy body m the ground, ai)d M th^ 
qtreet, to them that went over, 
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52 AWAKE, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on 
thy beautiful garroents, O Jerusalem, the holy city : for henoe- 
forth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcimxl and 
the unclean. Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, and sit down, 
O Jerusalem : loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion. 

For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought ; 
and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the 
Lord God, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn 
there ; and the A.ssyrian oppressed them without cause. Now 
therefore, what have I here, saitli the Lord, that my people ia 
taken away for nought 1 they that rule over them make them to 
howl, saith the LoKD ; and my name continually every day ia 
blasphemed. Therefore my people shall know my name : there- 
fore ihey shall knatv in that day tliat I am he that doth speak : 
behold, it u I. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth ! Tliy watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with 
the voice together shall they sing : for they shall see eye to eye, 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion. Break forth into joy, 
sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem : for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord 
hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and 
all the ends of the earth shatl see the salvation of our God. 

Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean 
thiny ; go ye out of the midst of her ; be ye clean, that bear the 
vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go 
by flight : for the Lord will go before you ; and the God of Israel 
tmll be your rereward. 

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted hud 
extolled, and be very high. As many were astonied at thee ; his 
visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than 
the sons of men : so shall he sprinkle many nations ; the kings 
shall shut their mouths at him : for that, which had not been told 
them shall they see ; and that which they had not beard shall 
they consider. 

53 WHO hath believed our report ? and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed ? For he shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he hath no form nor 
pomcliness ; and when we shall see him, th«r<f t,« no beauty that 
ve should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men ; a man 
of aorrowB, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely be bath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : vt^ 
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we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
he teas wounded for our tnmsgressions, he n-as bruiaed for our 
iniquities : the chastisement of our peace teas upon him ; and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; we have turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressetl, and ho was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mnuth : he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, bo he openeth not his mouth. Ho 
was taken from prison and from judgment : and who shall declare 
his generation ? for he was cut off out of the land of the living : 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he 
made hia grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death ; 
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord t<3 bruise him ; he hath put 
him to grief : when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
he shall see Aw seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the 
travail of his sold, and shall bo satisfied : by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many ; for he shall bear their 
iniquities. Tlierefore will I divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shal] divide the spoil with the strong ; because he hath 
pourc<l out his soul unto death : and he was numbered with the 
transgressora ; and he bare the sin of many, and made interces- 
sion for the transgressors. 

64 SING, O barren, thou that didst not bear ; break forth into 
singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child : 
,, for more are the children of the desolate than the 
■' ■ children of the married wife, saith the Lord. 
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habitations : spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes ; for thou shalt break forth on t!ie right 
hand and on the left ; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, 
and make the desolate cities to be inhabited. Fear not ; for 
thou shalt not be osliamed : neither be thou confounded ; for 
thou shalt not be put to shame ; for thou ehalt forget the shame 
of thy youth, and .slrnlt not remember the reproach of thy widow- 
hood any more. For thy Maker m thine husband ; the Loed of 
hosts is his name ; and thy Retleemer the Holy One of Israel ; 
The God of the whole earth shall ho be called. For the LoBD 
hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and 
a wife of youth, when tliou wast refused, saith thy G«>d. For a 
Hnmll moment have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will 
I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment; but with everlasting kindneaa will I have mercy on 
thee, eaith the Lobd thy Redeemer, 
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For this w as the waters of Noah unto me : for ru I have 
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth ; 
BO have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be i-emoved ; 
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee. 

O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 
behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy 
foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of 
agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant 
Btonee. And all thy children sh/til be taught of the Lord ; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt 
thou be e-stablished : thou shalt be far from oppression ; for thou 
shalt not fear : and from terror ; for it shall not come near thee. 
Behold, they shall surely gather together, biU not by me : who- 
soever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake. 
Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the 
fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work ; and I 
have created the waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper ; and every tongue thai shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their i-ighteousness is 
of me, saith the LoRD. 

55 HO, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and witliout price. WTierefore 
do ye spend money for th<tt ri-hich w not bread 1 and your 
labour for that which satisfieth noti hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye theU which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness. Incline yonr ear, and come unto me : he^r, 
and your soul shall live ; and I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have 
given him /or a witness to the people, a leader and commander 
to tlie people. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou 
knowe«t not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto 
thee because of the IjORD thy God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel ; for he hath glorified thee. 

Seek ye the Lord while ho may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near : let the wicketl forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man liis thoughts : and lot him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. For ra3' thoughts are not your 
thoughta, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as 
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the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and retumeth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater : so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; 
the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instea<i of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of 
the brier shall come up the myrtle tree : and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
oflf. 

60 ARISE, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee, For, behold, the darkness shall cover 
I Y T YT 1 7 earth, and gross darkness the people : but the 

' " Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 

seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy. light, and 
kings tu the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round 
about, and see : all they gather thcmsetves together, they come 
to thee : thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall 
be nursed at thy side. TIil'ti thou shalt see, and flow together, 
and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; because the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee. The multitude of camels shall cover thee, 
the dromedaries of Midtan and Ephah ; all they from Sheba shall 
come : they shall bring gold and incense ; and they shall shew 
forth the praises of the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be 
gathered together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall minister 
unto thee : they shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, 
and I will glorify the house of my glory. 

Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows 1 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of 
Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their 
gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the 
Holy One of Israel, bccAuso he hath glorified thee. And the sons 
of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall 
minister unto thee : for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my 
favour have 1 had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates shall bo 
open continually ; they shall not be shut day nor night ; that men 
may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their 
kings may be brought. For the nation and kingdom that will not 
serve thee shall perish ; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 
The glory of Lebanon shall come unto theo, the fir tree, the pine 
tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary ; 
^nd I will make the place of my feet glorious. The sops a,\^ q\ 
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them that afflicted thee shall como bending unto thee ; and all 
they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of 
thy feet ; and they shall call thee, The city of the Lobd, The Zion 
of the Holy One of iRracl. 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man 
went through thee, I will make thee an et€mal excellency, a joy 
of many generations. Tliou shalt also suck the milk of the 
Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings : and thou shalt 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the 
mif^hty One of Jacob. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron 
I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron : I 
will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor 
destruction within thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy walls 
Salvation, and thy gates Praise. Tlie sun shall be no more thy 
light by day ; neither for brightness shall the moon give tight 
unto thee : but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
and thy Oo<i thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down ; neither 
shall thy moon withdraw itself : for the Lord shall be thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy mouniing shall be ended. 
Thy people also shall he all righteous : they shall inherit the land 
for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that 
I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a 
small one a strong nation : I the Lord will hasten it in his 
time. 

61 THE Spirit of the Lord God is upon me : because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek ; lie hath 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound ; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that mourn ; to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness ; that they might be called tree^ of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 



Th$ toeial timdi t iim i point to tht timt immediatrl]/ b^vn the ixformntitn nf 
Ant «h{ S^mninh. It tCM againM the ahutet (/ thf prruxi that 
KeJtemioKt enuade wnit dirrrteji. Some time ihtr^on bi/on 444. 



63 WHO ig this that comcth from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bjzraht this </♦«< w glorious in his apparel, tTTli 
travelling in the grpatne«« of his strength? 

I that sp«ak in righteousness, mighty to save. 

Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garmeqt^ 
[ike him that treadoth in the wit^efatl 
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I have trodden the winepress alone ; and of the people there 
f«M none with me ; for I will tread them in mine anger, and 
trample them in my fury ; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon 
my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of 
vengeance vt in mine heart, and the year of my refleemed is come. 
And I looked, and there iva^ none to help ; and I wondered that 
there tcfut none to uphold : therefore mine own arm brought 
salvation unto inf ; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will ti'ead 
down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, 
and I will bring down their strength to the earth. 

64 OH that thou wouldest rend the hfavens, that thou wonldest 
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come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, 
as wften the melting fine bumeth, the fire causetb 
the waters to boil, to make thy name known to 
thine adversaries, that the nations may ti-emble at thy presence ! 
\\^len thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou 
earnest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 

For since the beginning of the wftrhl men have not hoard, nor 
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside 
thee, what lie hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. Thou 
meeteat him that rejoiceth and workcth righteousness, those that 
remember thee in thy waj's : behold, tliou art wroth ; for we have 
sinned ; in those is continuance, and we shall Im saved. But we 
are all as an unclean thimj, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filtJiyrags; and wo all di> fjule as a k'af ; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, hftv«> taken mh away. Antl there in none that calleth 
upon thy name, that stirreth up him.se!f to take liold of thee : for 
thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of 
our iniquities. 

But now, O Lord, thou art our father ; we are the clay, and 
thou our potter ; and we all are tiio work of thy hand. Be not 
wroth very sore, O Ijf>RD, neither rememlwr iniquity for ever : 
behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people. Thy holy 
cities are a wilderne.s.s, Zion i.s a wilderness, Jerusalem a deso- 
lation. Our holy and our lieautiful liouse, where our fathers 
praised thee, is burned up with fire : and aJI our pleasant things 
are laid waste. Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O 
Lord ] wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict ua very sore t 
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JeremialL — Three charaetrrislica meel tis in llie Book of Jeremiah. FirH, U 
is more l»rgrfy niitn/iiogrciphifoJ than other jirifpMic bvoks. Second, it 
reveals ntare of the perounni charoHcr of Jeremiah hiimelf than i» utwii 
in such works, and in a aeiute aniicipat a some of the perm»uU reiigion «/ 
the Psalter. Third, it is largely iitftuenced by the diseovery of the Book 
of Deuteronomy. Jeremuih teas the prvphel of the decline and fall of the 
Kingdom of Judah. Hueing been called to his sacred mission in the 
thirteenth year if Josiah (62tt B.c. ), /« lived through the reiffiii of Juxiah's 
ncecessurs, Jehoiahtu, Jchoiachim, Jeh«iachiii. arid Zedek-iah. Shortly 
<tfler Uu fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C'. Jcrtmia/i teas carried against hit 
%nll into Egypt, ichere wp lose sight of him. Five years after his coil to 
l/e a prophet, in the eighteenth year of Jnsiah (621), the Book of the Lata 
ii^tal is to say. BetUttoiwmy in its original form) was diseooertd by 
Silkiah ill the Teviph, and we find that the iitfiuenee of the DeuJtervnomie 
author is very strong upon some of the later parts of Jeremiah's boedc. At 
toe kiuno, the compilers of tiie Books of Judges and Kings wrote under 
Deuterunomie injliicnce, anil soiite uf the phuises are parallel vrith the 
phrases of Jeremiah. For iiml/inee, " Men. of Judah and i-nhahilaiU* of 
Jerusaleiiu" (Compare Jeremiah iy. 4, with 2 Kings rxiiL 2.) The 

\r(tse " Vanity" and "i?anities" as applied to unreal ^prf» is found 
tsrem'uh ii. 5, 1 Kings xvi. 13, and Deuteronomy xxxii. 21. Apart 
from the discovery of Deuteronomy and the reformatioH of Jotiah's reigti, 
the other nwst deeisite dale in Jeremia/i's prophetic ministry occurs in the 

ign of Jehoiachinu In 605 B.C. Pharaoh Necoh tried to cross the 

uphrates, and teas d^ealed by Xebuchaditeaar at Carchemish. Titers 
was an end henceforth of Egyptian avAUions, and Jeremiah himself, 
quidkly grasping the change, taw that NebwAadnesiar was going to be the i 
grsat monanh of the future, who would control (k* toKole (/ IVtttern Asia. \ 
Hence Jeremiah constatUiy urged the Kings of Judah to yield to the \ 
inevitable and accept a condition of dependence upon Bahyton. The 
auUfbiographical part of the book {chapter xwtTJ, ) is eoncerned with the 
eiretitnttatuxs umler which Jtreimah's prophecies were first committed to 
writing by Baruch. That occurred in the fourth year of Jehoiachim 
(604 B.C.). In 803 Barurh read the roll puhliely before the people, and 
(Ac King Jchoiachim, heariiu/ of its citntcnis, ordered U to b* brought 
before him, nU U in picer-* and humeri ii in the fir*, 4/ler the destruction 
qfthe roll Jeremiah ordered Bnruch to reterite its eonUnts in a second roU, 
and to add "betides many Mm words." This roll wust evidently have 
formed Uu mideua qf thi teeitling Book erf Jeremiah. Soio and when 
athtr parts tctre added we do not know, but the process must have been 
a gradual ont, and wat not completed until long after the death both of 
Bantek and of Jeremiah, It is luppat&d that the proeett of anutlgamation 
and nvition went on as Me as the teeond eetUwry erf our ma. It it 
mlioeable that in t/ie Book of Jtrtniiah the ttxt of thi iStptuagini differs 
mart widely from the Hebrew than is the case in any dher part <rf iha 
Old Ttttamjmi. 

So far as Jeremitth't personal character it eaneemed, we can undentand 
why he teat supposed to he the author erf th* Book of LamenlaHons. At 
Dr. Driver tayt, his was "a tuteeptiUe, deeply emotional nature" — tsuA 
more erf a ivteping prophet than Isaiah ; and it is for this reason, no doubt, 
that Mr. Matthew Arnold acecrunicil him as inferior to Isaiah. As a 
matter if fact, houvver, he teat eonsutered by the Jetet themselves <u at 
Itsut s^nal, if not superior to all the other pf<ophtls, especially perhaps 
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beeauM qf the dear iTidieation to be/mind in hia eJutplen of penonai fiety 
and depntdena upon Jahvth. By this life of pergonal communion with 
the Deity, Jertmiah became the .tpiritual falhe-r of Hit FaalmitU. He 
hcUmg* to the bat lint of prophetic UumgU, because to him external rites and 
oeremovies vxre rnliuUn as eotiipared ioith the rtligivn uf the until. There 
u a greal deal of difference in this respect betuven him and Etekiel, and 
still more betvteen him and the official priailly tcritcrs. 



9 



OH that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people! Oli that I had in the 
lA. 1- wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men ; 

that T might leave my people, and go from them ! for they be all 
adulterers, an asaeuihly of treacherous men. And they bend 
their tongucH like thuir bow /t>r lies: but they are not valiant for 
the truth upon the eailh ; for they proceed from evil to evil, and 
they know not me, saitli the Loan. 

Take ye heeil every one of his neighljour, and trust ye 
not in any brother : for evei-y brother will utterly supplant, 
and every neighbour will walk with slanders. And they will 
deceive every one hia neighbour, and will not speak the truth : 
they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary them- 
sejves to commit iniquity. Thine habitation is in the midst 
of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the 
Lord. 

Therefore thus saith the Lokd of hosts, Behold, T will melt 
them, and try them ; for how shall I do for the daughter of my 
people 1 Their tongue t« as an arrow shot out ; it speaketh deceit : 
one spcaketh peaceably to his neighlwur with his mouth, but in 
heart he layeth bis wait. Shall I not visit them for these things t 
saith the Lord ; shall not my soul be avenged on auch a nation 
as this? 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and 
for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they 
are buraed up, bo that none can pass through them ; neither can 
men bear the voice of the cattle ; both the fowl of the heavens 
and the beast are fled ; they are gone. And I will make Jeru- 
salem heaps, and a den of dragons ; and I will make the cities of 
Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. 

Who is the wise man, that may imderstand this? and viho w 
he to whom the mouth of the Lord hath sjwken, that he may 
declare it, for what the land perishetli and is burned up like a 
wilderness, that none passeth through T And the Lord saith. 
Because they have forsaken my law wliich I set before them, and 
have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein ; but have 
walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after 
Baalim, which their fathers taught them : therefore thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will feed tliem, 
even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to 
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drink. I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neitlier 
they nor their fathers huve known : and I will send a aword after 
them, till I have consumed them. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the 
mourning women, that they may come ; and send for cunning 
toomen, that they may come ; and let them make haste, and take 
up a wailing for ua, that our eyes may run down with tears, and 
our eyelids gusli out with watera. For a voice of wailing is heard 
out of Zion, How are we spoiled ! we are greatly confounded, 
because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have 
cast iM out. Yet hear the word of the Lono, O ye women, and 
let your ear receive tlie woixi of his mouth, and teach your 
daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. 
For death is cctnie up into our windows, and is entered into our 
palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men 
from the streets. Speak, Tlius saith the Lord, Even the carcases 
of men shall fall as dung upon tike open field, and as the handful 
after the harvestman, and none shall gather them. 

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his Avisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich 
man glory in his riches : but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
wliich exercise lo^-ingkindness, judgrnent, and righteousness, in 
the earth : for in these things I delight, saith the Lord. 



TKu eKitpl«r leema to depend on DeuUro-TsaiaA. All Ihrovgk this ieditm tke 
ftopU apptar to be livinf among a heathnt poptdatum and to be expoaed 
to temptation. Probablff thit pauagt it a late iMtetpoUUion, not by 
Jeremiah kimml/, 

10 HEAR ye the word which the Lord speaketh onto you, O 
house of Israel : Tlius saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the 
heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of 
heaven ; for the heathen are dismayed at them. ** *~^^' **-26 
For the customs of the people are vain ; for one cntteth a tree 
out of the forests, the work of the hands of the workman, with 
the ax. They deck it with silver and with gold ; they fasten 
it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. They are 
upright as the palm tree, but speak not : they must needs be 
borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them ; for they 
cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. 

Forasmuch as tAere w none like unto thee, O Lord ; thou art 
great, aod thy name it great in might. Who would not fear 
thee, O King of nations^ for to thee doth it appertivin : forasmuch 
as among all the wise ni«n of the nations, and in all their king' 
doms, thvre it none like unto thee. But they are altogether 
brutish and foolish : the stock it a doctrine of vanitiee. Silver 
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spread into plates ia brought from Torshiab, and gold from Upluu, 
the work of the workman, aud of the hands of the founder : blue 
and purple »j» tlieir clothing : they are all the work of cunuitig 
m«n. But the LoBD w the true God, he is the living God, and 
an everlasting king : at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and 
the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the 
world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his 
discretion. When he uttert-th his voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from 
the ends of the earth ; he inaketh lightnings with reun, aud 
bringetb forth the wind out of his treasures. Every man is 
brutish in his knowledge : every founder ia confounded by the 
graven imago : for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no 
breath in them. They are vanity, and the work of errors : in 
the time of their visitation they shall perish. The portion of 
Jacob is not like them : for he is the former of all things ; and 
Israel is the rod of his inheritance : The LoBO of hosts is bis 
name. 

Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the 
fortress. For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will sling out the 
inliahitauta of the land at this once, and will distress them, that 
they may find it so. Woe is me for my hu rt ! my wound is grievous ; 
but I said, Tiuly tlxis tn a grief, and I must bear it. My taber- 
nacle is sjwiled, and all my cords are broken : my children are 
gone forth of mc, antl they are not : there is none to stretch forth 
my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. For the pastors 
are become bruti.'*li, and have not sought the Lord ; therefore 
they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 
Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion 
out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, 
and a den of dragons. 

O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself : it is 
not in man tliat walketh to direct his steps. O Lord, correct 
me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me 
to nothing. Pour out tliy fury upon the heathen that know thee 
not, and upon the families that call not on thy name : for they 
have eaten up Jacob, and devoured bim, and consumed him, and 
have made his habitation desolate. 

14 THE word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning 

the dearth. 
Judah moumeth, and the gates thereof languieh ; they are 
black unto the ground ; and the cry of Jerusalem 
is gone up. And their nobles have sent their little 

ones to the waters : they came to the pits, and found no water ; 

they returned vrith their vessels empty ; they were ashamed and 




jerbmiah] 



THE PROPHETS 



357 



coDfounded, and covered their heads. Because the ground is 
chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were 
ashametl, they covered their heads. Yea, the hind also calved 
in the field, and forsook \t, because there was no grass. And 
the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the 
wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no 
grass. 

O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for 
thy name's sake : for our baekslidings are many ; wo have sinned 
against thee. O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time 
of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and 
as a wayfaring man that tumeth aside to tarry for a night 1 Why 
shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot 
save T yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called 
by thy name ; leave us not. 

Thus saith the Lord unto this people, Thus have they loved to 
wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord 
doth not accept them ; he will now remember their iniquity, and 
visit their sins. 

Then said the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their 
good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry ; and when they 
offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them : but 
I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by 
the pestilence. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord Odd ! behold, the prophets say onto 
them, Yo shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine ; 
but I will give you assured peace in this place. 

Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my 
name : I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither 
spake unto them : they prophesy unto you a false vision and 
divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that 
prophesy in my name, and T sent them not, yet they say, Sword 
and famine shall not be in this land ; By sword and famine shall 
those prophets be consumed. And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of 
the famine and the sword ; and they shall have none to bury 
them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters : for 
I will pour their wickedness upon them. 

Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them ; Let mine eyea 
[run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease : for 
the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a gre»it breach, 
with a very grievous blow. If I go forth into the field, then 
behold the slam Mrith the sword ! and if I enter into the city, 
then behold them tiiat are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet 
and the priest go about into a land that they know not. Hast 
thou utterly rejected Judah 1 hath thy soul lothed Zion ? why 
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hast thoa smitten us, and thero i« no healing for us T we looked 
for peace, and there is no good ; and for the time of healing, and 
behold trouble ! "Wc acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and 
the iniquity of our fathers : for we have sinned against thee. 
Do not abhor us, for thy name's sake, do not disgrace the throne 
of thy glory : remember, break not thy covenant with ua. Are 
there ajiy among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause mini 
or can the heavens give showers ? art not thou he, O Lord out 
God ? therefore we will wait upon thee : for thou hast made all 
these things. 

1 7 Thus saith the Lord ; Cursed be the man that tmsteth in 
man, and niaketh Hesh his arm, an<l wliose he«rt departeth from 
the Lord. For he shall be bke the heath in the 
desert, and shall not see when good cometh ; but 
Bhall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land 
and not inliabited. 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the IjORD, and whose hope 
the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
and that spreadeth out lier roots by the river, and shall not see 
when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green ; and shall not 
be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit. 

The heart if deceitful abo\ e all thin-ffs, and desperately wicked : 
who can know iti I the I^rd search the heart, / try the reins, 
even to give every man according to his ways, and according to 
the fruit of his doings, Aa the partridge sitteth on «ygs, and 
hatcheth them not ; bo he that getteth riclies, and not by right, 
shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be 
a fool. 

A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our 
sanctuary. O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee 
shall be ashamed, anrf they that depart from me shall be written 
in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain 
of li\nng waters. 

Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I shall 
be saved : for thou art my praise. Behold, they say unto me. 
Where is the word of the Lord I let it come now. As for me, I 
have not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee : neither 
have I desired the woeful day ; thou knowest : that which came 
out of ray lips was. right before thee. Be not a terror unto me : 
thou art my hope in the day of evil. Let them be confounded 
that persecute me, but let not me be confounded : let them be 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed ; bring upon them the day 
of evil, and destroy them with double destruction. 

20 O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived : thou 
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art stronger than I, and hast prevailed : I am in derision daily, 
[every one mocketh me. For since I spake, I cried „„ _ „ 
< out, I cried violence and spoil ; because the word 
I of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. 
Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any 
I more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning 
fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and 
I could not gtny. For I heard the defaming of many, fear on 
I every side. Report, tay th«y, and we will report it. All my 
familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will 
be enticedf and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take 
our revenge on him. 

But the Lord w with me as a mighty terrible one : therefore 
my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail : they 
shall be greatly ashamed ; for they shall not prosper : their ever- 
lasting confusion shall never be forgotten. But, O Lord of hosts, 
that triest the righteous, aiid seest the reins and the heart, let 
me see thy vengeance on them : for unto thee have I opened my 
cause. Sing unbo the Lord, praise ye the Lord : for he hath 
delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers. 

Cursed b« the day wherein I was born : let not the day where- 
in my mother bare me be blessed. Cursed be the man who 
brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto 
thee; making him very glad. And let that man be as the cities 
which the Lord overthrew, and repented not : and let him hear 
the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide ; because 
he slew mo not from the womb ; or that my mother might have 
been my grave, and her womb to be always great with me. 
Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and 
sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame 1 

, 22 THUS saith the Lord ; Go down to the house of the king of 
I Judah, and speak there tliis word, and say, Hear the word of the 
Lord, O king of Judah, tliat sittest upon the vvtt 
throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy 
people that enter in by these gates : Thus saith the Lord ; 
Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled 
out of the hand of the oppressor : and do no wrong, do no violence 
I to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed 
innocent blood in this place. For if ye do this thing indeed, 
then shaU there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting 
upon the throne of Da^ad, riding in chariots and on horses, he, 
and his servants, and hi^ people. But if ye wiU not hear these 
words, I swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this house shall 
become a desolation. 

For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house of Judah ; Thou 
art Qilead unto me, arid the head of Lebanon : yet surely I will 
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m&Ve thee a wilderness, on</ cities which are not inhabited. And 
I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his 
weapons : and tliey shall cut down thy choice cedara, and cast 
them into the fire. And many nations shall pass by this city, 
and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath 
the Lord done thus unto this great cityl Then they shall 
answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord 
their God, and worshippefl other gods, and served them. 

Weep ye not for the dead, neither liemoan him : but weep sore 
fur him that goeth away : for he shall return no more, nor see his 
native country. For thus saith the Lokd touching Shallum the 
son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his 
father, which went forth out of this place ; He shall not return 
thither any more : but he shall die in the place whither they have 
led him captive, and shall see this land no more. 

Woe unto him that buildeth his hoase by unrighteousness, and 
his chatnl>ers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's service with- 
out wages, and giveth him not for his work ; that saith, I will 
build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out 
windows ; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. 
Shalt thou reign, betiause thou closest thyself in cedar 1 did not 
thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, avd then 
it wag well with himl He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know mel 
saith the Lord. But Lhiite eyes and thine heart art not but for 
thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppres- 
sion, and for violence, to do it. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judoh ; They 
shall not lament for him, Aajfing, Ah my brother ! or. Ah sister ! 
they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord ! or. Ah his glory ! 
He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 

Go up iv> Lebanon, and cry ; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, 
and cry from the passages ; for all thy lovers are destroyed, I 
spake unto thee in thy prosperity ; but thou saidst, I will not 
hear. This halh bt^i thy manner from thy youth, that thou obey- 
edst not my voice. The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and 
thy lovers shall go into captivity ; surely then shalt thou bo 
ashamcfl and confounded for all thy wickeiJneas. O inhabitant 
of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cwlara, how gracious 
ehalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman 
in travail ! 

As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I 
pluck thee thence ; and I will give thee into the hand of them 
that seek thy life, and into the hand of thtm whose face thou fear- 
cst, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and 
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into the hand of the Chaldeans. And I will cast thee out, and 
thy mother that bare thee, into another country, wliere ye wera 
not born ; and there shall ye die. But to the land whereunto 
they desire to return, thither shall they not return. 

It this man Coniah a de.sj)i.setl broken idol? is A« a vessel 
wherein w no pleasure 1 wherefore are they cast out, he and his 
seed, and are cast into a land wliicli they know noti O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the ward of tlit' IxiUD. Thus saith the Lonu, 
Write ye this man cliildle.ss, a man that shuil not prosijcr in his 
days : for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the 
throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 

81 AND it shall come to pass, ihcU like aa I have watched over 
them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to 
destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, «„,., 
to build, and to plant, saith the Lord. In those 
days tliey shall say no more, Tlie fathers have eaten a sour 
grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge. But every one 
shall die for his own inii]uity : every man that eateth the sour 
grape, his teetli shall be set on edge. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the liouse of Israel, and with tlie house of Judah : 
not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt ; which my covenant they brake, although I was 
an husljand unto them, saith the Lord : but this »haU he the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel ; After those i 
days, saith the Lord. I will put my law in their inwaitl parts, 1 
and write it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall I 
lie my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord : 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great- 
est of them, saith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more. 

36 AND it came to pass in the fourth year of Johoiakim the sou 
of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiali from 
the Lord, saying, Take thee a roll of a book, and ^ yyvf 
write therein all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the 
nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, 
even unto this day. It may be that the house of Judah will 
hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them ; that they may 
return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their 
iniquity and their sin. 

Then Jeremiah calletl Baruch the son of Neriah : and Baruch 
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the woixis of the Lord, 
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which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. And Jer*- 
tniah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; Icannotgo into^j 
the house of the IjORD ; therefore go thou, and read in the roll, 
which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lord I 
in the ears of the people in the Lord's houao upon the fasting] 
day : and also thnu Rhalt read them in the cars of all Judah that} 
come out of their cities. It may be they will present their] 
supplication before the Lohd, and will return every one from hig' 
evil way : for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord hath 
pronounced against this people. And Baruch the son of Neriah 
did acconling to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, 
reading in the Ixnok the words of the LoKn in the Lonu's house. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed 
a fast before the Lord to all the people in Jerusaletn, and to all 
the people that came from the cities of Judah imto Jerusalem. 
Then read Baruch in the book the woiiia of Jeremiab in the 
house of the Lord, in the chamber of Genmriah the son of 
Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the now 
gat'' of the Lord's house, in the ears of all the people. 

When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had ' 
heard out of the bfxik all the words of the Lord, then he went 
down into the king's house, into the scribe's clmmber : and, lo, 
all tho princes sat there, ei'en Elifshama the scribe, and Delaiah 
the .son of Sheniaiah, and EInathan tho son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zt-dekiaii the son of Hano- 
niah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah ileclared unto them 
all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book 
in the ears of the people. Therefore all tho princes sent Jehudi 
the son of Nethaniali, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, 
unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou 
hast rem] in the ears of the people, and coiiio. i^o Baruch the 
son of Neriali took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 
And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. 
So Baruch read it in their cars. 

Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they 
were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will 
surely tell the king of all tJicse words. And they asked Barucli, 
saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his 
mouth 1 Then Barach answered them, He pronounced all these 
words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them v>-iihi ink in 
the book. Then said tlie princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, 
thou and Jeremiah ; and let no man know where ye be. 

And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up 
the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the 
words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch 
the roll : and he took it out of Elialiama the scribe's chamber, 
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And Jehudi read it io the ears of the king, and in the ears of all 
the princes which stood beaide the king. Now the king sat in 
the winterhouse in the ninth month : and there was a fire on 
the hearth burning before him. And it came to pass, that when 
Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, 
and cast it into the fire that teas on the hearth, until all the roll 
was consumed in the fire that was on the heartli. Yet they 
were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor 
any of hia servants that hoard all these words. Nevertheless 
Elnathan and Belaiali and Gemari&h hod made intercession to 
tlie king that he would not burn the roll : but he would not 
hear them. But the king commanded Jerahmecl the son of 
Hammelech, and Seraiali the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the 
SOD of Abdecl, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the 
prophet : but the Lord hid them. 

Then the word of the LoBD came to Jeremiah, after that the 
king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at 
the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, Take thee again another roll, 
and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, 
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And thou 
ahalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the Lord ; 
Thou hast burned this roll, saying. Why hast thou written there- 
in, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy 
this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast 1 
Therefore thus saith the Lohi* of Jehoiakim king of Judah ; 
He sliall hare none to sit upon the throne of David : and his 
dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 
night to the frost. And I will punish him and his seed and 
his servants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, 
all the evil that I have pronounced against them ; but they 
hearkened not. 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the 
Bcribe, the son of Neriah ; who wrote therein from the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of 
Judah had burned in the fire: and thore were added besides 
unto them many like words. 

46 ORDER ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle. 
Harness the horses ; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth 
with your helmets; furbish the spears, and put •j.y. ,, «a 
on the brigandines. Wherefore have I seen them 
dismayed and turned away back 1 and their mighty ones are 
beaten down, and are tied apace, and look not back : for fear 
wa» round about, saith the Lord. Let not the swift flee away, 
nor the mighty man escape ; they shall stumble, and fall toward 
tlie north by the river Euphrates. Who it this that cometh up 
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as a flood, -whose waters are moved as the rivers t Egypt nseth 
up like a flood, and hin waters are moved tike the rivers ; and he 
saith, I will go up, and will cover the earth ; I will destroy the 
city and the inhabitants thereof. Come up, ye horses ; and rage, 
ys chariots ; and let the mighty men come forth ; the Ethiopians 
and the Libyans, that handle the slueld ; and the Lydians, that 
handle aiud bend tlie bow. For this is the day of tho Lord God 
of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his 
adversaries : and tlip swortl shall devour, and it shall be satiate 
and niadf! drunk with their blood : for the Ix)rd God of hosts 
hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates. 
Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O x^i-gin, the daughter of 
Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines ; /or thou shalt 
not be cured. Tlio nations Jiave heard of thy shame, and thy 
cry hath filled the land : fi>r the mighty man hath stumbled 
against the mighty, and they are fallen both together. 

T\ie word that the Lord spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the 
land of Egypt. 

Declare ye in Egypt, and publiaJi in Migdul, and publish in 
Nojih and in Tahpanhea : say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; 
for the sword shall devour round about thee. Why are thy 
valiant men swept away T they st^iod not, because the Lord did 
drive them. He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another : 
and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and 
to the land of our nativity, from the oppre.ssing sword. They 
did ciy there, Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath 
passed the time appointed. As I iive^ saith the King, whoso 
name w tlie Lord of liosts. Surely as Tabor is among the 
mountain.^, and iis Cai-me! by the .sea, so .shall he come. O thou 
daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity : 
for Noph siiall Ijo wastti and desolate without an inhabitant. 
Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh ; it cometh 
out of the north. Also her hired men are in the midst of her 
like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are 
fled away together : they did not stand, because the day of 
tfieir calamity was come upon them, and the time of their 
visitation. The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they 
shall march with an army, and come against hor with axes, as 
hewers of wooij. They shall cut down her forest, saith the 
LoHD, though it cannot be searched ; because they are more than 
the gra.'sshoppers, and are intiuinerable. The daughter of Egypt 
shall be confounded ; she shall be delivered into the hand of the 
people of the north. The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
saith ; Behold, I will punish the multitude uf No, and Pharaoh, 
and Egypt, with their gods, and their kings ; even Pharaoh, 
and ail them that trust in him : and I will deliver them into 
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the hand of those that seek their live<4, tvnd into the hand of 
Nebuchmlrezzftr king of Babylon, and into the hand of his 
servants : and afterword it shall be inhabited, as in the days of 
old, saith the Ivord. 

But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, 

Israel : for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy 
setnl from the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall return, 
anil be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid. 
Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord : for I am 
with thee ; for I will make a full end of all tlie nations whither 

1 have driven tliee : but T wiSl not make a full end of thee, 
but correct thee in measure ; yet will I not leave thee wholly 
uu punished. 



Tk« oracle agaitul Babylon in ehap. I. and 11. u not genuine, and eannM be. 
In li. 59-64 vy read that JrrfmidJt in Ihf fuvrth i/rar of Zfdfk-iaK» reign 
entrusted Srraiah, an ofii-ial tmrfUing irUh the Iriiii/ to lialnjloii, irilh n 
prophecy lelJing the min o/ Jinlylon. .SVroi«A, n/lrr rending thia at Baby- 
ion, UHUlothrow the r\>llinto the Euphratti. Thin passage, then, intuppoied 
to be the oracle so gunk. It iixui itirvnted in later times. The (ictuiU 
mufiMi ^ Seraiah seem* to he genuvM. 

61 O THOU that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in 
treasures, thine end is conip, and the measure of thy covetous- 
neas. The Ixjud of hosts hath sworn by himself, .. ,, „. 
saying, Surely I will fill thee with men, as with 
caterpillers ; and they shnll lift up a shout against thee. 

Ho hath made the earth by his power, he hatli established 
the world by his wisdom, and liatli stretched out the heaven 
by his understanding. When he uttereth his voice, tl^«re is a 
multitude of waters in the heavens ; and he caaseth the vapours 
to ascend from the ends of the earth : he maketh lightnings with 
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every 
man is bruti.sli by Aw knowledge ; every founder is confounded 
by the graven image : for his molten image is falsehoo*!, and 
there is no breath in them. They are vanity, the work of 
errore : in the time of their visitation they shall perish. The 
portion of Jacob w not like them ; for he is the former of all 
things : and Israel is the rod of his inheritance : the Lord of hosts 
is hia name. 

Thou art my battle ax and weapons of war : for with the© 
will I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will T destroy 
kingdoms ; and with thee will 1 break in pieces the horse and 
his rider ; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and 
his rider ; with thee also will I break in pieces man and woman ; 
and with thee will I break in pieces old and young ; and with 
thee will I break in pieces the young man and the maid ; I 
will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock ] 
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and with thee will I break in pieces the husbandman and his 
yoke of oxen ; and with thee will I break in pieces captains and 
rulers. And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabit- 
ants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in 
your sight, saith the Lobd. 
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EZEKIEL 



Xseklel. — 7^ prophet Eztkiei icas the contempcrary of Jeremiah, probnhly a 
later ctmtctnporarif, but tchile Jeremiah remained in Jeruaalem, Etdtiel 
icas carried away into exile leith Jthoiaehin to Mabylon. It it TiolieealUe 
Hint n ijreai deal of the imagery of EzekieTt visum* is derived from the 
Babylonian arehitedure. Eidcid icai the ton qf a pritM of Jertualem 
named Btui, Afler bciiig dcporied with thtjlnt id <^cap(iivs, in 597, he 
lived in Baiylcn <U Tel Abib, on the river, or rather tlic artificial canal, 
eaiUd Chebar. Sit call to Ike prophetic office eame in 692, and his mistion, 
kuUd twenty-two yeart, ending apparently in 670. It was for a long time 
supposed that the Book of Ezdciel lies before va in the form I'u which it ^ft 
the author's hand, and there is, iw doubt, a unity of spirU and for%n running 
through it which gieea it rather a retnarkable place amongst the Boukt of 
the Old Testament. Nevertheless, critics have detected signs of a annposite 
character, and one critic in especial, JCraetzsehmar, believes it to be a work 
pitead Itmther by a radaetor out of two writings, ndther of which goes 
bade to Eukiel himself. The more probable hypothesis is thai Eiekiel it 
really the author ; that he wrolt down tuid elaborated his book as a whole 
aomewkert about 572 B.C., and for tkit purpoH availed himself of earlier 
mtmortMda, which he chose to leave unaltered. Curiously enough, although 
the book is more of a literary unity than ethen, its Hebrew text it perhaps 
the moil corrupt of all. 

The dirisions of Ezekiel are three. Tlxf first, including an, introduction, 
extends to the end of the twenty fourth efutpter, a colUetvm of addrestet 
regarding the imminent destruction of Jeruaaicm. The second portion 
(chapters xxy.-x\j.\\.) contains oradea againtt Amman, Moah, Edom, 
Philistia, Tyre, Sidon and Egypt, which pre-svpj>ose thai Jerusalem has 
already fallen. The third iectioi: {chapters xxsiii.-xlviii.) deals with 
Israel's future after the destrvslion of Jerusalem, and the famous Vision <^ 
the Tenifilc (chapters xl.-x\yiii.) forms an almost independent lub-divitioiL. 
The general character qf Ezekiri as a prophet is his close eonneetion with 
the priestly tcritcrs ami the Pentateuch. He begins thai glorification of the 
Law, which was afterwards carried out at siieK great length and with sttch 
infinity of detail by later writers, although in Esekisl's eate the Law has 
livl taken the place of the intimate personal religion usually inculcated by 
the prophets. There are points of contact bdvoen Etekid and the Book of 
Jeremiah, mainly illustraleti in similar phrases, such as "I lay a 
stumbling-block before him" (Jereiuiah vi. 21 : Ezekiel iij. 20), "Peace, 
peace, when thore is no peace " (Jeremiah vi. 14 : Ezekivl xiii. 10), " To 
play the harlot" (Jeremiah ii. 20: Ezekiel xvi. 15), " To smite upon ths 
thigh " (Jeromish uxi. 19 : Ezekiel xxi. 12), and a fete similar dictio>tt. 
So, loo, there is evidently a close connection between Eiekiel and the Book of 
Dan id, depending on the apoealyptie portions of Kttkiel. A nd in precisely 
similar fashion the Apoealypae of St. John derives much of itt language 
and imagery from Eaekid. 

1 NOW it c&me to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives 
by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were ^ _iii is 
opened, and I saw visions of God. In the fifth 
day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's 
capti\ity, the word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel 
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the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by 
the river Chcbar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon 
him. 

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, 
a great cluud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness wcM 
about it, and out of tho midst thereof as the colour of amber, out 
of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst thereof came tho 
likeness of four lining creatures. And this was their appear- 
ance; they had the likeness of a man. And every one had four 
faces, and every one had four wings. Anfl their feettperc straight 
feet ; and the sole of tht-ir feet was like tho sole of a calf's foot : 
and they .s[>arkte<i like the colour of burnished brass. And they 
had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides ; 
and they four had their faces and their wings. Their wings 
were joined one to another; they turned not when they went ; 
they went every one straiglit forward. As for the likeness of their 
faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on 
the right side : and they four had the face of an ox on the left 
side ; they four also had the face of an eagle. Thus ware their 
faces : and their wings ir«n! stretched upward ; two wingn of 
every one imrf joined one Ui another, and two coveretl their 
liodies, And they went every one straight forward : whither 
the spirit was to go, they went ; and they turned not when they 
went. As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appear- 
ance was like burning cojils of fire, and like the appearance of 
lamps : it went up and down among tho living creatures ; aud 
tho fire was bright, and out of tke fire went forth lightning. 
And the living creatures ran aiuJ retumctl as the appearance of 
a flash of lightning. 

Now a.9 I b<ibcKI the living creatures, behold one wheel upon 
the earth by the living creatures, with liis four faces. Tho 
appearance of the wheels and their work teas like unto the 
colour of a beryl : and they fcmr had one likeness : and ttieir 
appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle 
of a wheel. "When they went, they went upon their four sides : 
aiid they turned not wlien they went. As for their rings, they 
were so high that they were dreadful ; and their rings wete full of 
eyes round about them four. Atid when the living creatures went, 
the wheels wont by thorn : and when the living creatures were 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifterl up. Wliitherso- 
ever the spirit was to go, they went, thither icas their spirit to 
go ; and the wheels were lifted up over against them : for the 
.spirit of the living creature icas in the wheals. When those 
went, these went; and when those stood, the.»e. stood ; and when 
those Were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up 
over against them : for the spirit of the living creature icaa in 
tho wheels. 




^] 



THE PROPHETS 



260 



And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living 
creature ««m as the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth 
over their heads above. And under the firmament u)er« their 
wings straight, the one toward the other : every one had two, 
which covered on this side, and every one had two, which 
covered on that side, their bodies. And when they went^ I 
heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as 
the voice of the ^\Jmighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an 
host : when they stood, ihey let down their wings. And there 
was a voice from the firmament that icas over their heads, when 
they stood, ami hail let down their wings. And above the fimuu 
roent that tnu over their heads wot the likeness of a throne, aa 
the appearance of a sapphire stone : and upon the likeness of the 
throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon 
it. And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire 
round about witliin it, from the appearance of his loins even 
upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I 
saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness 
round about. As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud 
in the day of rain, so ttma the appearance of the brightness round 
about. 

This teas the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lord. Aiid when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a 
voice of one that spake. 

2 AND he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and 
I will speak unto thee. 

And the spiiit entered into me when he spake unto me, and 
set me upon my feet, that 1 heard him that spake unto me. And 
he said unto me. Son of man, I send thee to the children of 
Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me : they 
and their fathers have tTansgressed against me, even unto this 
very day- For they are impudent children and stifThearted. I 
do send thee unto them ; and thou shalt say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord God. And they, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet 
shall know that there hath been a prophet among them. And 
thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of 
their words, though briers and thorns ?»« with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions : be not afraid of their words, nor bo 
dismayed at their looks, though they Im a rebollious house. 
And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear : for they are mcwt 
rebellious. 

But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee ; Be not 
thou rebellious like that rebellious houiw^ : open thy mouth, and 
eat that I give thee. And when I looked, behold, an Imnd umm 
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sent unto me ; and, lo, a roll of a book uxu therein ; and he 
spread it before me ; and it waa written within and without : 
and there vxu written therein lamentations, and mourning, and 
woe. 

3 MOREOVER he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou 
findest ; eat this roll, and go speak unto the bouse of Israel. So 
I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he 
said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belJy to eat, and fill thy 
bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it ; and 
it was in ray mouth as honey for sweetness. 

And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house 
of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. For thou art 
not sent to a people of a sti-ango speech and of an hard language, 
but to the house of Israel ; not to many people of a strange 
speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not 
understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have 
hearkened unto theo. But the house of Israel wUl not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me : for all the house 
of Israel are impudent and hardhearted. Behold, I have made 
thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong 
against their foreheads. As an adamant harder than flint have 
I made thy forehead : fear them not, neither be dismayed at their 
looks, though they be a rebellious hou.se. 

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I 
shall apeak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine 
ears. And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the chil- 
dren of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus 
saith the Lord God ; whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind 
me a voice of a great ru-shing, gaying. Blessed be the glory of the 
Lord from his place. / heard al,so the noise of the wings of 
the living creatures tliat touched one another, and the noise of the 
wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing. So 
the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitter- 
ness, in the heat of my spirit ; but the hand of the Lord was 
strong upon me, 

Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt 
by the river of Cliebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained 
there astonished aiiioug them seven days. 

1 8 THE word of tho Lobd came unto me again, saying. What 
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
_,.... saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 

the children's teeth are set on edge? As I live, 
Boith the Lord God, ye shall not have occation any more to use 
this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine ; as the soul 
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of the father, ao also the soul of the son is mine : the aoul that 
sinneth, it shall die. 

But if a man be just, ami do that which is lawful and right, 
and hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted 
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath 
defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a men- 
struoaa woman, and hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to 
the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given 
his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment; he that hath not given forth upon U8U^J^ neither hath 
taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, 
hath executed true judgment between man and man, hath 
walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly ; 
he w just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord Ood. 

If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that 
doeth the like to any one of these thitiga, and that doeth not any 
of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and 
defiled his neighbour's wife, hath oppressed the poor and needy, 
hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idobi, hath committed abomination, 
hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase : shall he 
then live t he shall not live : he hath done all the^e abominations ; 
he shall surely die ', his blood shall be upon him. 

Now, lo, ijf he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins 
which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 
that hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted 
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled 
his neighbour's wife, neither hath oppressed any, hath not with- 
holden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath 
given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with 
a garment, that hath taken off hi^ hand from the poor, that hath 
not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, 
hath walked in my statutes ; he shall not die for the iniquity of 
his father, he shall surely live. At for his father, because he 
cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did thoA 
which u not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his 
iniquity. 

Yet say ye, Why T doth not the son bear the iniquity of the 
father! When the son hath done that which is lawful and 
right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he 
shall surely live. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son 
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father 
bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him. But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he 
hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his 
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transpressions that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tiontni unto him : in his rightfiousness that he hath done he 
shall live. Havo I any pIcAsure at all that the wicked should 
diel «aith the Lord God: and not that he should roturn from 
his "waj's, and live ? But wljcn tlio righteous turneth away from 
hia righteousness, and coaimittotli initiuity, and douth according 
to all the alwminatians that the wicked man doeth, shall he 
livel All his righteousness that lie hath done shall not be 
mentioned : in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in bis 
sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 

Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. HeAf now, 

house of Israel ; Is not my way equal ? are not your ways 
unequal ? When a righteous man turneth away from his right- 
eousness, and eommittelh iniquity, and dieth in them ; for his 
iniquity that he hath done shall he die. Again, when the 
wicked rmm turneth away from his wickedness that he hath 
committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall 
save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away 
from all his transgressions that he hath cominitted, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die. 

Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Ijord is not 
equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal i are not your 
ways unequal 1 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
every one according to his ways, saith the Lord God. Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions : so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your trans- 
gressions, whereijy ye have tran.sgressed ; and make you a new 
heart and a new spirit : for why will ye die, O house of Israel 1 
For I havo no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God : wherefore turn youradveM, and live ye. 

37 THE hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out 
in the spirit of the Lohd, and set me down in the midst of the 
xxxvil u ^'"■"''V which utm full of bones, and caused me to 
pass by them round about : and, behold, there tcere 
very many in the open valley ; and, lo, theif tare very dry. And 
he said unto me. Son of man, can these bones live? And I 
answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. 

Again he said unto me, Prophe.Hy upon these bonea, and say 
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lohd. Thus 
saith the Lord GoD unto these bones ; Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live : and I will lay sinews upon 
you, and wiU bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that 

1 am the Lord, 

Wo I prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophesied, 
there wtis a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bone^ came 
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together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews 
and the flesh came up ujwn them, arid the skin covered them 
above : but th«re toon no breath in them. 

Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son 
of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Ix>rd God ; Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon thejse slain, 
that they may Hve. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon 
tlieir feet, an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me, 8i>n of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel : behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our 
hope is lost : we are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy 
and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my 
people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of 
your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall 
know that I avi the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O my people, and brought you up out of your grave-s, and shall 
put my spirit in you, and ye shaH live, and I shall place you in 
your own land : then shaU ye know that I the LOBO have spoken 
itt and performed i<, saith the Lord. 



HOSEA 

HoMft, ton of BttH, a piiism qf thr kingdom of Israel, lited in the reign of 
Jeroboam 11, Hia book fnfU into (too parts : (i) chap. L-iii. and {it) 
fka/i. iv.-xir., Ifw earlier portion datid at ctbout 746 B.C., the later 
belmefH 738 a)id 735 B.v. 



6 COME, and let us return uuto the Lord : for he hath torn, 

and he will heal us ; he huth smitten, and he will bind us up. 

After two days will he revive us : in the third 

day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 

sight. Then shall we know, i/' we follow on to know the Lokd : 

his going forth is prepared as the morning ; and he aliall come 

unto us as the rain, aa ihr latter and fuitner rain uat-o the earth. 

O Ephmim, what shall I do unt«t!iee1 O Judah, what shall I 

do unt-o thee 7 for your goodness w as a nioniing cloud, and oa 

the early dew it goeth away. Therefore have I hewed th«m 

by the prtiphett? ; I have slain them by the words of my mouth : 

and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. For I 

desired mercy, and not sacrifice ; and the knowledge of 

more than burnt offorings. 



JOEL 

3o«Y» tint* has Iccn variously cumpiUtd. Bvt the dietitm and ttyU seem to 
prove t/uU " in the Book of Joel toe poueas a eompendium if late Jetdtk 
eKhaMogy, tcrittcn about the year 400 B.C., as developed from 
pnphxy, v^iih its tendency to fitno over into apocalypse " {VomUl). 



i 



i<U4iiA 



2 BLOW ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in 
holy mountain : let alt the inhabitants of the land tremble : for 
the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand ; a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day 
of clouds and of tliick darkness, as the morning spread upon Ui6 
mountains : a great people and a strong ; there hath not been 
ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, ewn to the years 
of many generations. A fire devoureth before them ; anil behind 
them a ttame burneth : the land is oa the garden of Eden before 
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them, and behind them b desolate wilderness ; yea, and nothing 
shall escape them. Tlie appearance of thera is as the appearance 
of horsea ; and as horsemen, so shall they run. Like the noiso of 
chariots on the tops of mountains shall tlioy leap, like the noise 
of a dame of fire that dovoureth the stubble, as a strong peuplo 
set in battle array. Before their face the people shall be much 
pained : all faces shall gather blackness. They shall run like 
mighty men ; they shall climb the wall like men of war ; and 
they shall march every one on his ways, and tliey shall not break 
their ranks: neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk 
every one in his path ; and when they fall upin the sword, they 
shall not be wounded. They shall mn to and fro in the city ; 
they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the 
houses ; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. The 
earth shall quake before them ; the heavens shall tremble : the 
sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw 
their shining : and the Lord shall utt«r his voice before his 
army : for his camp is very great : for he is strong that executeth 
his word : for the day of the Lord is great and very terrible ; 
and who can abide itt 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourn- 
ing : and rend your heart, and not your gannents, and turn unto 
the Lord your God : for he w gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentcth him of the evil. 
Who knoweth if he will return and repent^ and leave a blessing 
behind him ; evmi a meat oETering and a drink offering unto the 
Lord your God 1 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly : gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble 
the elders, gather the cliildren, and those that suck the breasts : 
let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 
between the porch and the altar, and let them say. Spare thy 
people, O Lord, and give not tliine heritage to reproach, tliat the 
heathen should rule over them : wherefore should they say among 
the people. Where is their God 1 

Then will the Lord bo jealous for his land, and pity his people. 
Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I 
will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisiied 
therewith : and 1 will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen : but I will remove far off from you the northern army, 
and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face 
toward the east sea, and bis hinder part toward the utmost sea, 
and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, 
because he hath done great things. 

Fear not, O land ; be glad and rejoice : for the LoRD will do 
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great things. Be not afraid, ye beosta of the field: for the 
pasturea of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her 
fruit, the iig tree and the ^nno do yield their strength. Be glad 
then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God : for 
he hath given you the former rain moderately, luid he will cause 
to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 
rain in the first month. And the tloors shall be full of wheat, 
and the fats sliall overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore 
to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and 
the caterpiller, and the paling rworra, my great army which 1 sent 
among you. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be sati.sfied, and 
praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously 
with you : and my people shall never be ashamed. And ye shall 
know that I am in the midst of Israel, and tktU I am the Lord 
your God, and none else : and ray people shall never be ashamed. 
And it shall come to pass afterwartt, thiU I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions : and also upon the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour out my spirit. And I will shew 
wonders in the heavens and in the eartli, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the 
Lord come. And it shall come to pass, t/iat whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall bo delivered : for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, 
and in the remimut whom the Lord shall call. 



AMOS 



AnM, tfui oldtgl tf the toriting proithett vihute w<trk hot been preserved, viaa a 
eowiUryman living in Tdcoa (a Judaan town). He vxu taken from hi* 
Jlock in order to prophesy at/aiiiM Israel and an-nottiue its overthroto (fry 
the Afgifrianii). Hii datt is atHnii 760 B.C. Honea it acquainted with 
Amm. (Cf. Hog. iv. 15 ; v. 8 ; x. 5 ; with Amoa ▼. 5.) 

6 YE who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteous- 
ness in the earth, se^k him that maketh the seven stars and 
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the 
moiTung, and maketh the day dark with night : 
that calleth for the waters of tho sea, and poureth them out 
upon the face of the earth : The Lord i» his name : that 
strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled 
shall come against the fortress, 

They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him 
that speaketh uprightly. Forasmuch therefore as your treading 
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w upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat : ye 
have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them ; 
ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine 
of them. For I know your manifold transgressions anfl your 
mighty sins : they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they 
turn aside the poor in the gate from /heir right. 

Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time ; for it 
M an evil time. Seek good, and not e^il, that ye may live : and 
80 the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have 
spoken. Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish Judg- 
ment in the gate : it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be 
gracious unto the remnant of Joseph, Tlierefore the Lord, the 
God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus ; Wailing shall be in all streets ; 
and they shall say in all the highM-ays, Alas ! alas ! and they 
shall caII the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful 
of lamentation to wailing. And in all vineyards ahtdl bt wailing : 
for I will pass through thee, saith the Lord. 

Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord ! to what end 
it it for you ? the day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. 
As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him ; or went 
into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent 
bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not 
light ] even very dark, and no brightness in it 1 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your 
solemn assemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your 
meat offerings, I will not accept th«m : neither will I regard the 
peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the 
noise of tliy songs ; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. 
But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream. 

Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilder- 
ness forty years, () house of Israel ? But ye have borne the 
tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of 
your god, which ye made to yourselves. Therefore will I cause 
you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LOBD, whose 
mune w The God of hosts. 

I SAW the Lord standing upon the altar : and be said. 
Smite the lintel of the door, that the posts may shake : and cut 
them in the head, all of them; and I will slay tt i n 
the last of them with the sword : he that fleeth 
of them shall not flee away, and he that escapeth of them shall 
not bo delivered. Though they dig into hell, tbence shall mine 
hand take them ; though they climb up to heaven, thence will T 
bring them down : and though they hide tljemselves in the top of 
Carmel, I will search and take them out thence ; and though 
^.hey be hid from my sight in the bottom of tlie sea, thence wilj 
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I command the serpent, and he shall bite them : and though 
they go into capti^-ity before their enemies, thence will I com- 
mand the sword, and it shall slay them : and I will set mine eyes 
upon tliem for evil, iind not for good. And the Lord God of 
hosts ig he that tduclicth the land, and it shall melt, and all that 
dwell therein sliall mourn : and it shall rise up wholly like a 
flood ; and shall Im tlmwned, as by the tlixid of Egypt. It in he 
that buikietli his stories in the heaven, and hath founded hia 
trtwp in the earth ; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and 
poureth them out upon the face of the earth : The Lobd u Iub 
name. 

MICAH 

Kieah 0/ Mcrt^tdh U n^errt^d (0 in Jeremi»h xxri. 18 : "in Qu dttgi if 

ITaxk-UiJi,, king o/Jitdah." ffis dai,f is »om(tchere about 701 B.C. 

4 BUT in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain 

of the house of the Lonf* shall be eatahlished in the top of the 
.„ , mountain.^, and it shall bee.xalted above the hills ; 
and people shall How unto it. And many nations 
shall come, and say. Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : for the law 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lokd from Jerusalem. 
And he shall judf;e aninng many people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off; and they shall Ijeat their awoi-da into plowaharea, and 
their spears into pruninghooka ; nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But they 
shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree ; and 
none shall make them afraid : for the mouth of the Lokd of hosts 
hath spoken it. For all people will waik every one in the name 
of his god, and we will walk in the name of the Lord our Ood 
for ever and ever. 

6 WHEREWITH shall I come before the Lord, 
And bow m^'self Iwfore the high Gtxl J 

VI fi-S ^hall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
With calves of a year old 1 
Will the Loud be pleased with thousands of rams, 
Ot with ten tliousands of rivers of oil 1 
Shall I give my firstborn ybr my transgression, 
The fruit of my body /or the sin of my soul I 
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; 
And what doth the Lohd require of thee. 
But to do justly, and to love mercy, 
And to walk humbly with thy God 1 
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I. 1-15 



KsllQiB of Elkt»i in OaWet is oeeujni^ iiritk the atdijeet uf Xiruveh's (iown/all. 
T)u: tiate in dmiM/itl. Siiicpfh in lUill uttinding, though thrfniened. 
Thf:rtfore il mitst tif hcfirrc ($07 u. P. Prrhifui 608 ftr it lUtlc rarlier is the 
period brsf Jif/inrj Ihr /urtH. Snnir aHthtri(irJi fix im 660 B.C., when Ihtrt 
iras a rising of Bntti/lun against Ninf^th, 

1 THE burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nalium 
the Elkmhite, 

God ts jealous, and the Lord revengeth ; tlio Lord revengeth, 
and is furious ; the Lokd will take vengoJince on 
his advei'sarics, and he reserveth wrath for hia 
enemica. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and 
will not at all acquit tJie wicked: the Lord hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet. He rebuketh the aea, and maketh it dry, and drietli up all 
the rivers : Bashan languisheth, and Canuel, and the flower of 
Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the 
hilln melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the 
world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his 
indignation 1 and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger ? 
hia fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down 
by him. 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble ; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him. But with an overrunning flood 
he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and darkness 
shall pursue his enemies. 

What do ye imagine against the Lord I he will niake an utter 
end : affliction shall not rise op the second time. For while they 
be folden together an thorns, and while they are drunken as 
drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. There 
is (me come out of tliee, that imagineth evil against the Lord, a 
wicked counsellor. 

Thus saith the Lord ; Though they be quiet, and likewise 
many, yet thus shall they bo cut down, when he Bhall pass 
through. Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no 
more. For now will I birak his yoke from oflF thee, and will 
burst thy bonds in sunder. And the Lord hath given a com- 
mandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown : 
out of the house of thy gods will I cut ofl' the graven imago and 
the molten image : I will make thy grave ; for thou art vile. 

Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace ! O Judah, keep thy solemn feiutH, 
perform thy vows : for the wicked shall no more pass tlirough 
thee ; he is utterly cut off. 
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ZEPHANIAH 



Zephaniab iras a native of Jertualem, Hia date is about 630 B.C. 
jirobnbhj tmvle hffore tlu rrforms of J<mah. 



He 



1 



I. 1-18 



THE word of tbe Lord which came unto Zephaniab the son 
of Cushi, th*" son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, 
the son (if Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son 
of Anion, king of Judah. 

I will utterly consume all thirtga from off the land, saith the 
Lord. I will consume man and beast ; I will consume the fowls 
of the heaven, and the fishe« of the sea, and the Bturoblingblocks 
with the wicked ; and I will cut off man from ofiF the land, aaith 
the LoKD. 

I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; and I will cut off the remnant of 
Baal fi-om this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the 
priests ; and them that worship the host of heaven upon the 
housetops ; and them that worship and that swear by the Lord, 
and that swear by Malcham ; and them that are turned back 
from the Lokd ; and those that have not sought the Lobd, nor 
enquired for him. 

Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God r for the day 
of the Lord is at hand : for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, 
he hath bid his guests. 

And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord's sacrifice, 
that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all 
such as ftre clothed with strange apparel. In the same day also 
will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their 
masters' houses with violence and deceit. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, saith the Lord, that there shall be the noise of a 
cry from the fish gat*, and an howling from the second, and a 
great crashing from the hills. Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, 
for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear 
silver are cut ofiT. And it shall come to pass at that time, that 
I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that 
aj-e settled on their lees : that say in their heart, The Lord will 
not do gooti, neither will he do evil. Therefore their goods shall 
become a booty, and their hou-ies a desolation ; they shall also 
build houses, hut not inhabit them ; and they shall plant vineyards, 
but not drink the wine thereof. 

The great day of the Lord ia near, it it near, and hasteth 
greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord : the mighty man 
shall cry there bitterly. That day in a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of 
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darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
a day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and 
against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, 
that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against the Lokd : and their blood shall be poured out as du8t» 
and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 
shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath ; 
but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy : 
for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell 
in the land. 



HAGGAI 



Hig^B^i M Ttferrtd to tn Ezra v. 1, vi. 14. Ht urged the ptoph and its leaden 
to rehuUd the ruiiiM Temple in tht teetntd yMr of Dariua (620 B.C.). 
nis oovijMinum and helper tcaa Zechariah the propKU. 

2 IN the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the 

month, came the word of the Louu by the prophet Haggai, sa)'ing. 

Speak now tnj Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, .. .^ 

governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 

Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, 

saying. 

Who w left among you that saw this house in her first glory ? 
and how do ye see it now ? is it not in 3'our eyes in comparison 
of it as nothing ? Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the 
Lord ; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the liigh priest ; 
and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work : for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts : according to 
the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, 
so my spirit remaineth among you : fear ye not. 

For tlius saith the Lord of hosts ; Yet once, it m a little wbUe, 
and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry Urnd ; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come : and I will fill this house with glory, saith 
the Lord of boats. The silver if mine, and the gold u mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater tlian of the former, saith the Lord of hosts : and in this 
place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. 
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ZECHARIAH 



Zeehftrialt in Ih^ colleague of ffaggai. Stt abnvt. IIU propherifn prat rv ed 
o/v the firsi iufht c/uipteri of this Btmk. Aeeordiitii to Neheniia}! xii. 16, 
A* mis haul nf ii '^/iith/r's }toui>i;" nminuj the /mVyn. 

Thr firiil riijht rltaplfrit foriii an iiiijiorlaiil jHtrt nf prit/fhttif litfraiure, 
emuistiv'i of rii/hl wighl-riaimis, inlcrj/rrtfii hi Zaharinh by nn angel. 
The High PrirM Jonhna and the Oomnwr ZeritUtabel as " The Branch^' 
or " Shwt," in otiur wwds, the Messiah, are to be t/u; anvittled rqpreaenta- 
lives of the Lord of the whule earth. 

Chapter xiv. M jirobitb/p jtosL-exilic, it may ht a* laU a* 280 B.O. 
Kne»erC» virw itt that Chapters xiL-xiy. tcere ipritien, by a later teeondarjf 
autlurr liping »»( a tenrld ^ Eztkirlian idrat. 



L-VI. 



1 IN the eighth month, in tlie second year of Darius, came 
tlie word of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son 
of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, 
saying, 

The Lord hath been sore diapleaaed with your fathers. 
Therefore say thou unto them, Tlius saith the Lord of hosts ; 
Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto 
you, saith the Lokd of host-s. Be ye not as your fathers, unto 
whom the former prophets have crieti, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts ; Turn ye now from your evil way;?, and /ram your 
evil doings : but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith 
the Lord. Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do 
they live for ever? But my words and my statutes, whieh I 
commandeil my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of 
your fathers 1 and they returnet! and said, Like as the Lord of 
hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according 
to our doings, so hath he dealt with us. 

Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which 
is the month Seliat, in the second year of Darius, came the word 
of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son of Berei:hiah, the son of 
Iddo the prophet, saying, 

I saw by night, and twliold a man riding upon a red horse, 
and he fitor>il among the myrtle trees that tc^f in the bottom ; 
and behind him were thftr« rvd horses, speckled, and white. 
Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that 
talked witli me said unto me, I will shew thee what these bt. 
And the man that st^irKl among the myrtle trees an.nwered and 
said, The.so are they whom tho Lord hath sent to walk to and 
fro through tho earth. And they an.iwered the angel of the 
Lord that sto<Kl among tlie myrtle trees, and said, We have 
walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth 
sitteth still, and is at rest. 

Tlien the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of 
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hosts, bow long wUt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on 
the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation 
these threescore and ten years? And the Lord answered the 
angel that talked with me urith good words and comfortable 
words. 

80 the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, 
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; I am jealous for Jerusalem 
and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore dis- 
pleased with the heathen t/uxt are at ease : for I was Lut a little 
displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord ; I am i-etumed to Jerusalem with mercies : 
my house shall be built in it, saith the Lord of hosts, and a line 
shall he stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, s»iying, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts ; My cities through prosperity shall yet 
bo spread abroad ; and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and 
shall j%t cho(»e Jerusalem. 

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 
And I said unto the angel that talked with me. What be these I 
Aud he answered mo, These are the horns which have scattered 
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

Afwl the Lord shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, 
What come these to do 1 And he spake, saying, These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up 
his head ; but these are come to fray them, to ca-st out the horns 
of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah 
to scatter it. 

2 I LIFTED up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a 
man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither 
gOMt thou? And he said unto me. To measure Jerusalem, to see 
what ia the breadth thereof, and what is the lejigth thereof. 

And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and 
another angel went out to meet him, and said unto him, Run, 
speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited aa 
town.s without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein : 
for I, saith the IjORD, will Ix; unto her a wall of fire round about, 
and will be the glory in the midst of her. 

Ho, ho, com* forth, and dee from the land of the north, saith 
the Lord : for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of tlie 
heaven, saith the Lord. Deliver thysielf, O Zion, that dwellest 
trith the daughter of Babylon. For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 
After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled 
you : for he that touchcth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 
For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon theut, and they shall be 
a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the Lord of 
hoata hath sent me. 

Siug and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : for, lo, I come, and I 
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will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many 
nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall be my 
people : and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt 
know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. And the 
Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall 
choose Jerusaleni again. Be silent, O all Hesh, before the Lord : 
for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 

3 AND he shewed mo Joshua the high priest standing before 
the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to 
resist him. And the Lord said unttj Satan, The Lord rebuke 
thee, O Satan ; even the Loud tliat hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
thee : ia not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before 
the angel. And he answerer! and spake unto those that stood 
before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. 
And unto him ho said. Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to 
pass from tliee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 
And I said, Let them set a fair mitre ujwn bis head. So they 
set a fair mitre up<>n his head, and clothed him with garments. 
And the angel uf the TjORD stood by. 

And the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 

If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my 
charge, then thou shalt also jutige my house, and shalt also 
keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among 
these that stand by. Hear now, O Joshua the higli priest, 
thou, and thy fellows that sit before tliee : for they are men 
wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my ser\-ant the 
BRANCH. For behold the stone that I have laid before 
Joshua ; upon one stone sfudl he seven eyas : behold, I will 
engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will 
remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall ye call every man 
hut neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree. 

4> AND the angel that talked with me came again, and waked 
me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, and said unto 
me. What seest thou f And I said, T have looked, and behold 
a candlestick all of' gold, with a bowl ujjon the top of it, and 
his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, 
which are upon the top thereof : and two olive trees by it, one 
upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left aide 
thereof. 

So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, 
saying. What are these, ray lord t Then the angel that talked 
with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what 
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these bet And I said. No, my lord. Then he answered and 
spake unto me, saying. This ia tlie word of the Lord unto Zerub- 
biabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by ray spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts. Who arl thou, O great mountain! 
before Zerubbabel thou shall become a plain : and he shall bring 
forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace 
unto it. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house ] bis hands shall also finish it ; and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath 
despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and 
shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those 
seven ; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro 
through the whole earth. 

Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two 
olive trees upon the right aide of the candlestick and upon 
the left side thereof? And I answered again, and said unto 
him, What be these two olive branchea which through the two 
golden pipes empty the golden oU out of themselves? And 
he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be 7 
And I said, No, my lord. Then said he, These are the two 
anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 

5 THEN I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and 
behold a flying roU. And he said unto me, AMiat seest thou 1 
And I answered, I see a flying roll ; the length thereof ia 
twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. Then said 
he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face 
of the whole earth : for every one that stealeth shall be cut 
off <u on this side according to it ; and every one that sweareth 
shall be cut off as on that side according to it. I will bring 
it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter into the 
hou.se of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth 
falsely by my name : and it shall remain in the midst of his 
house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the 
stones thereof. 

Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto 
me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what w this that goeth forth. 
And I said. What u it? And he said, This ia an ephah that 
goeth forth. He said moreover. This ia their resemblance 
through all the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a 
talent of lead : and this ia a woman that sittcth in the midst 
of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And ho cast it 
into the midst of the ephah ; and he ca&t the weight of lead 
upon the mouth thereof. 

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came 
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out two women, and the wind toas in their wings ; for they had 
wings like the wings of & st<ifk : and they lifted up the ephah 
between the e-artli aiitl the heaven. ThonjBaid I to the angel 
that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah t And 
he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar : 
and it shall be etstabUshed, and set there upon her own base. 

6 AND I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, there came four chariots out from between two moun- 
tains ; and the mount^iins were mountains of brass. In the 
first chariot icere red horses ; and in the second chariot black 
horses; and in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth 
chariot grlsled and bay honses. Then I answei-ed and aaid unto 
the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 

And the angel answered and said unto me, The^e are the four 
spirita of the heavens, which go forth from .standing before the 
Lord of all the earth. The black horses wliich are therein go 
forth into the north country ; and the white go forth after 
them ; and the gri.sted go fortli toward the south country. And 
the bay went forth, aud stiught to go that they might walk to 
and fro through the earth : and he said, Get you hence, walk 
to and fi-o through the earth. Ho they walked to and fro through 
the earth. 

Then crietl he upon mc, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, 
these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit 
in the north country. 

And the word of the Lohd came unto me, saying. Take of 
them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, 
which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and 
go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah ; then take 
silver and gold, and make crowns, and set thern upon the head of 
Joshua the sou of Josedech, the high priest ; and speak UDtO 
him, saying, Thus speaketh the IjOrd of hosts, saying, 

Behold the man whose name is The BRA-NCH ; and he shall 
grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the 
IjORD : even he ahail huikl the temple of the Lord ; and he shall 
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; and he 
shall be a priest upon his throne : and the counsel of peace shall 
be between tlierii both. 

And the cn>wns shall be to Heleni, and to Tobijah, and to 
Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in 
the temple of the Lord. And they that are far off shall come 
and build in the temple of the Lomd, and ye shall know that 
the Lohd of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come 
to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lobd your 
God. 
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14 BEHOLD, the day of the Lono cometh, and thy spoil shall 
■ be divided in the midst of thee. Far I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall „.^ 
be taken, and the houses rifl«Hl, and the 
women ravished ; and half of the city shall go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut 
off from the city. Then shall the Lokd go forth, and light 
against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 
of Olives, which w before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there ah<dl be a very great valley ; and 
half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half 
of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the 
mountains ; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 
Azal ; yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earth- 
quake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah : and the Lord my 
Ood shall come, aivd all the saints with thee. 

And it sliall come to pass in that day, thai the light shall not 
be clear, nor dark : but it shall bo one day which sltall be known 
to the Lord, not day, nor night : but it shall come to pass, that 
at evening time it sluill be light. 

And it shall be in that day, thai living waters shall go out 
from Jerusalem ; half of them toward tlio former sea, and half 
of tliem toward the hinder sea : in summer and in winter shall 
it be. \n<X the Lokd shall be king over all the earth : in that 
day shall there be one Lobd, and his name one. All the land 
shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Kimmon south of 
Jerusalem : and it sliall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, 
from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the 
corner gate, and from the tower of Hiuianeel unto the king's 
winepreesee. And m<tn shall dwell in it, and there shall be no 
more utter destruction ; but Jerusalem shall bo safely inhabited. 

And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the people tliat have fought against Jerusalem ; Their flesh 
shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their 
eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall 
consume away in their mouth. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that a great tumult from the Lokd shall be among 
them ; and they shall lay hold every one on tlie hand of his 
neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his 
neighbour. And Judah also shall fight at Jcru.salcm ; and 
the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered 
together, gold, and silver, and appirel, in great abundance. 
And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the 
camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shiUl be in 
these tents, as this plague. 
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And it shall come to pass, that every one that ia left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from 
year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
Keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will 
not come up of all the faniiliea of the earth unto Jerusalem to 
•worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be 
no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, 
tliat have no rain ; there sliall be the plague, wherewith the i 
X<ORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast 
of tabernacle-s. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the 
punishment of oil nations that come nut up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 

In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, 
HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD ; and the pota in the Lord's 
house shall be like the bowls liefore the altar. Yea, every pot 
in Jenisatem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of 
hosts : and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, 
and seethe therein : and in that day there shall bo no more the 
Canoanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. 



MALACHI 

KalaehL — The time of the book's origin in in the p<riod sUbieqiUTU to Haggai 
and Zfchariah. The Temple is btiiU (i. 10). TTte anther iwm a predeeeuor 
or contrmponirii of Ezra, writing perJiaps about 458 B-C. But it i$ ntit 
wholltf improbable that both i/te later Zechariah (ix.-xiv.) and MalaeXi 
ctmHilvled tu>o aiumymoua minor prophelie writingi which uere added at the 
coTuUution of the hetler-knovm and viM-autheKlieated xoritings {ComUl). 

3 BEHOLD, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me ; and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
^. -y come to his temple, even the messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, he 
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming 1 and who shall stand wlien he ap- 
peareth ? for he ia like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 
sope : and he shall sit aa a refiner and pm-ifier of silver : and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver, that they may offer unto the Lokd an offering in right- 
eousness. Then shall the offering of Judoh and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former 
years. And I will come near to you to judgment ; and I will be 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger /rom hia riyht, and fear not me, saith the 
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Lord of hosts. For I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye 
sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

Even from the days of your fathers ye arc gone away from 
mine ordinances, and hare not kept them. Return unto me, 
and I wLU return unto you, saith the Lohd of hosts. But ye 
said, Wherein shall we return ? Will a man rob God ? Yet ye 
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thea t 
In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse ; for ye 
have robbed me^ even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith tlio Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of he«ven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that (Aera shall not be room enough to receitie it. And I will 
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground ; neitiier shall your vine cast her fruit 
before the time in the field, saith the Ix»rd of hosts. And all 
nations shall call you blessed : for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

Your words liave been stoat against me, saitli the Lord. Yet 
ye say. What have we spoken so miu-h against thee ? Ye have 
said, It is vain to serve God : and what proiit ia it that we have 
kept his ordinance, and that we have walketl mournfully before 
the Lord of hosts ? Antl now we call the proud happy ; yea, 
they that work wickedness are set up j yea, </wy tlu^ tempt God 
are even deltveretl. 

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another ; 
and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels ; 
and I will spare them, as a man sparcth his own son that scrveth 
him. Then shall ye retunj, and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that 
Berveth him not. 

4 FOR, behold, the day oomcth, that shall burn as an oven ; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, siiall be 
Rtubble : and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 

1 branch. But unto you that fear my name shall tl»e Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings ; and ye shall go 
forth, and grow up as calves of the sUill. And ye shall tread 

I down the wicked ; for they shall bo ashes under the soles of your 
feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I com- 
manded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and 
judgments. 
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Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lobd : and be shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a curse. 
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n. POETIC SECTION 




II. POETIC SECTION 
EARLY POETICAL PIECES 



Juob'i BlMaiag. — Tfie ptrivd is tlutt of t/u enrly iloixarvhy or perhaps about 
tht time 0^ tk$ divided kingdom, tf&O B.o. Based on Jahvistic vuUeriais. 
TKe dutraderixatiotu df Hu difereiU tribes depertd iargtly o>i ^cord-plays 
upon their nanus. 



The Blesslngr 
of Jacob 

Gen. xlix. 
2-27 



GATHER yourselves together, and hear, ye Bona of Jacob ; 

And hearken unto Israel your father. 

Reuben, thou art my firsttlwrn, 

My might, and tho beginning of my strength, 

The excellency of dignity, aud the excellency of 

power : 
Uustttble as water, thou bhalt not excel ; 
Because thou wentest up to thy father's bed ; 
Then defiledbt tliou it : he went up to my couch. 
Simeon and Levi arc brethren ; 
Instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 

my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 
Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united : 
For in their anger they slew a man, 
And in their selfwill they digged down a walL 
Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; 
And their wrath, fur it was cruel : 

1 will divide them in Jacob, 
And scatter them in Israel. 

Judfth, thou art fm whom thy brethren shall praise : 
Thy hand ghail be in tho neck of thine enemies ; 
Thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 
Judah is a lion's whelp : 
From the prey, my son, thou art gone up : 
He stooped down, ho couched as a lion. 
And M an old lion ; who shall rouse him up t 
The sceptre shall nut depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between hia feet, 
Until Shiloh come ; 

And unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 
Binding his foal unto the vine, 
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And hia aau's colt uoto the choice vine ', 
He waahed his garmenta in wine, 
And his clothes in the blood of grapes : 
His eyes gfudl be red with wine, 
And his teeth white with milk. 
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea ; 
And he ahtdl be for an haven of ships ; 
And hifl border shall be unto Zidon. 
Issachar is a, strong ass 
Couching down between two burdens : 
And he Raw that rest toae good, 
And the land that it was pleasant ; 
And bowed hlH shoulder to bear, 
And became a servant unto tribute. 
Dan shall judge his people, 
As one of the tribes of Israel. 
Dan shall be a serpent by the way, 
An adder in the path, 
That biteth the horse heels, 
So that his rider shall fall backward. 
I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 
Gad, a troop shall overcome him : 
But he shall overcome at the last. 
Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, 
And he shall yield royal dainties. 
Naphtali is a hind let loose : 
He giveth goodly words. 
Joseph w a fruitful bough, 
£ven a fruitful bough by a well ; 
JVhone branches run over the wall : 
The archera have sorely grieved him, 
And shot at Amb, and hated him : 
But his bow abode in strength, 
And the arms of his hands were mode strong 
By tlie hands of the mighty God of Jacob ; 
(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel :) 
Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee ; 
And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee 
With blessings of heaven above, 
Blessings of the deep that hetb under. 
Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb ; 
The blessings of thy father 

Have prevailed above the blessings of thy progenitors 
Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills : 
Tlvey shall be on the hea<l of Joseph, 

And on the ci'own of tho head of him that was separate from his 
brethren. 
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Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : 

In the moruing he shall devour the prey, 

And at night he shall divide the spoil. 



The Bed Sea Bong, — Obrwutly premppoaa the tetUgment of Imrad in Canaan. 
and apinrently the ejdsttncf- (>f the Tempk of Solomon {see end of *ong). 
EuxxU calls it the "true Paiaorer Song," and U has mmie liturgical 
eharaeter. II probably eoniaitui both JahvMe and Elohitlic eleingiUs, but 
tht date of wmposUioH uemt to bt about 444 B.O. — before E^ra-Nehemiah, 
htea/UM he ^uolea/rom it (Keh. ix. 11). 

7%e original writ«r [J, /) teem* to be atoare that the 9cene of the Eieodua 
VMS in Iforth Aralna, " The horse and his rider" does not quite agree 
with the chariots, unless " rider " ineans " charioteer." 

I WILL sing unto the Lohd, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
The LoKD iV my strength and song, jjjg gg^ 

And he is become my salvation : Sea Songr 

He is my God, and I will prepare him an habita- Exodua xy. 

tion ; 1-18 

My father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war : 
The Lord ij» his name. 

Pharaoh '8 chariota and his hosts hath he cast into the sea : 
His chosen captains also are drowned in the Bed sea. 
The depths have covered them : 
Tliey sank into the bottom as a stone. 
Tliy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 
Thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 
And in the greatness of thine excellency thou h«ist overthrown 

them that rose up against thee : 
Thou sen test forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 
And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered 

together, 
The floods stood upright as an heap, 
And the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 
Tliou diflst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them : 
They .sank a.s leatl in the mighty waters. 
Who in like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods I 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
Ft-arful in praises, doing wonders ? 
Tiiou stretchedst out thy right hand, 
The earth swallowed them. 
Thou in thy mercy bast led forth the people whieK thou hast 

redeemed : 
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Thou bofit giiidecl them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid : 

Sorrow shall take hold on the iiilmbitants of Palestin&r 

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed ; 

The mighty men of Moab, trembling sliall take hold upon them ; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 

Fear and dread shall fall up/n them ; 

By the greatness of thine arm they shall be aa atiU as a stone ; 

Till thy people pass over, O Lord, 

Till the people pa«s over, which thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 

thine inheritance, 
In the place, O Lokd, ichich thou hant made for thee to dwell in, 
In the Sanctuary, O Lord, which ihy hands have established. 
The Loud shall reign for ever and ever. 



The Little Songi iw "lumbers" are thoroughly tmamit atul popular in 
cluiruft(r—iU lett.it 0.1 old a» 760, p/rhaps tttrlifT UUt, Tlity corn* frmn 
" ?'/«• Bnok of Ihf Wnn of Jnhir," a. collfction of xmgi of mir anil 
zictwy. Th; »fr(nul~thf Sony of the Well — may meiafiurncaHy allude to 
tht eonquesl of the McMihUc toicn of Beer ( IVdlluiustn). Tht third alludet 
to a viHory of Israel over Moab. 

WHEREFORE it is said in the Ixjok of the wars of the 

The Little Lono, 

Songs What he did in the Red sea, 
Nouibers xxi. And in the brooks of Arnon,, 

verses 14-15 ; And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down 
17-18 ; 27-80 ^0 yjg dwelling of A r, 

And lieth upon the border of Moab. 

Spring up, O well ; sing ye unto it : 

The princes digged the well, 

of the WeU "^^^^ "*'^'^** *^^. ^^'^ P^'P'^ ^^^°^ ^^ 

By the direction of the lawgiver, with their stavee. 

Come into Hesbbon, 

Let the city of Sihon be built and prepared : 

For there is a fire gone out of Heahbon, 

A fiatne from the city of Sibon ; 

It httth consumeil Ar of Moab, 

And the lords of the liigh places of Amon. 

Woe to thee, Moab 1 

Tliou art undone, O people of Chemosh : 

He hath given liis sons that escaped, 

And his daughters, into captivity 
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Unto Sihon king of the Amorites. 

We have shot at them ; 

Heshbon is jieriahpd even unto Dibon, 

And we have laid them waate oven unto Nophali, 

Which reacheth unto Medeba. 



Lameeh's Song. — A fierce lUiU song evidently dating /rmn Tamers iwmad life, 
xchen the Jews icere twChiiig more than Arabian bedouins. 



AND Lamech said unto his wives, 

Adah and Zillah, hear ray voic« : 

Ye wives of Lamech, hearken imto my speech : 

For I have slain a man for wounding me, 

And a young man for bruising rac : 

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 

Truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. 



Lamech's Song 

Gen. ir. 23, 24 



Hotel's Song. — Probably belongs to the eixd of the Babylonian, exile, altliough 

aoiiie editors have asserted thai it teas tcritleit by a North IsraelUe at the 

time when the werthrvui tfflhe Kingdom of Ten Tribes tookplaet {Euxild). 

R contains reminiieeneei of Hoiea, Isaiah and Jeremiah. Perhaps 

sixth eentury. 



The Swan 
Song of Hoses 
Dcat. xzxiL 1-43 



GIVE ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak ; 

And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, 

My speech Rhall distil as the dew, 

As the small rain upon the tender herb, 

And as the showers upon the gi-ass : 

Because I will publish the name of the Lord : 

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

He is the Rock, his work w perfect : 

For all his ways are judgment : 

A God of truth and without iniquity, 

Just and right is he. 

They have corrupted themselves, their spot m not the spot of his 

children : 
They are a perverse and crooked generation. 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, 
O fixjiish people and unwise 1 
Is not he thy fj|ther that hath bouglit thee t 
Hath he not made thee, and established thee t 
Remember the days of old, 
Consider the years of many generations : 
Ask thy father, and he will shew thee; 
Thy elders, and they will tell thee. 
When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, 
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When he separated the sons of Adam, 

He set the bounds of the people 

According to the number of the children of IsraeL 

For the Lord's portion is his people ; 

Jacob ia the lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land, 

And in the waste howling wilderness ; 

He led him about, he instructed him, 

He kept him as the apple of his eye. 

As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 

Fluttereth over her young, 

Spreadcth abroad lier wings, taketh them, 

Beareth them on her wings : 

So the Lord alone did lead him, 

And there teas no strange god with him, 

He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 

That he might cat the increase of tho fluids ; 

And he made hijn to suck honey out of the rock, 

And oil out of the flinty rock ; 

Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, 

With fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, 

And goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat ; 

And thou didst drink the pure blocxl of the grape. 

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked : 

Thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with 

fatness ; 
Then he forsook God which made him, 
And lightly esteemed tho Rock of his salvation. 
They provoked him to jealousy with strange gode^ 
With abominations provoked they him to anger. 
They sacrificed unto devils, not to God ; 
To goda whom they knew not. 
To new godx that came newly up, 
Whom your fathers feared not. 
Of the Rock that, begat thee thou art unmindful, 
And hast forgotten God that formed thee. 
And when the Lohd saw it, he abhorred them. 
Because of the provoking of his .sons, and of his daughters. 
And he said, I will hide my face fnjm tbom, 
I will see what their end shall be : 
For they are a very frowai-d generation, 9 

Children in whom is no faitli. 

niey have moved mc to jealousy with that which is not God j 
They have provoked me to auger with their vanities : 
And I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a 

people; 
I wiU provoke them to anger with a foolifib nation. 
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For B, fire is kindled in mine anger, 

And shall bom unto the lowest hell. 

And shall consume the earth with her increase, 

And set on fire the foundations of the mountains, 

I will heap miBchiefs upon them ; 

I will spend mine arrows upon them. 

They shall he burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning 

heat, 
And with bitter destruction : 
I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, 
With the poison of serpents of the dust. 
The sword without, 
And terror within, 

Shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, 
The suckling aho with the man of gray hairs. 
I said, I would scatter them into comers, 
I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among 

men : 
Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, 
Lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely, 
And lest they should say, Our hand is high, 
And the Lord liath not done all this. 
For they are a nation void of counsel, 
Neither is there any understanding in them. 
O that they were ■wise, that they understood this, 
That they would consider their latter end ! 
How should one chase a thousand, 
And two put ten thousand to flight, 
Except their Rock had sold them. 
And the Lokd had shut them up 7 
For their rock is not as our Rock, 
Even our enemies themselves being judged. 
For their vine w of the vine of 8odom, 
And of the fields of Gomorrah : 
Their grapes are grapes of gall, 
Their clusters are bitter : 
Their wine ia the poison of dragons, 
And the cruel venom of asps. 
I» not this laid up in store with me, 
And sealed up among my treasures 1 
To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense ; 
Their foot shall slide in due time : 
For the day of their calamity ia at hand. 
And the things that shall come upon them make haste. 
For the Loan shall judge his people, 
And repent hiiuself for Iuh servants. 
When he sooth that their power is gone, 
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And there is none shut up, or left. 

And he shall say, Where are their gods, 

Their rock in whom they trusted, 

Whicli did eat the fat of their sacrifices, 

And drank the wine of their drink offerings 1 

Let tliem rise up and help you, 

And be your protection. 

See now that I, even I, am he, 

And there u no god with me : 

I kill, and I make alive ; 

I wound, and I heal : 

Neitlier w there any that can deliver out of my hand. 

For I lift up my hand to heaven, 

And say, I live for ever. 

If I whet my j,'litt<:'i*iiig sword, 

And mine hand tike hold on judgment ; 

I will render vengeance to mine enemies. 

And will rewaixl them that hate me. 

I will make mine arrows drunk with bhx>d. 

And my sword shall devour flesh ; 

Aisd that with the blood of the slain and of tl»e captives, 

From the ixiginning of revenges upon the enemy. 

Rejoice, O ye nations, toith his people : 

For he will avenge the blood of liis servants, 

And will render vengeance to his adversaries. 

And will be merciful unto his land, and to his people. 



Xoiej'i Blestixig. — 0/ guile a different character from (lie Svan Song o/Mo»es. 
Tki^ " VUs-iing" ia obvunuly antique. Fmbitbly icrillctt bij a North 
liradUe during the period of JertAoam II. Fird Jwlf u/ the eighth 
eemtwry. 

THE LoED came from Sinai, 
And rose up from Seir unto them ; 

He shined forth from mount Paran, 
of Mns*>s ^ ^^^ ^® came with t«n thousands of saints : 
n . . ••• From his ri'dit hand went a fiery law for them. 
2i_29 Yea, he lovetl the people ; 

All his saints are in tliy hand : 
And they sat down at thy feet ; 
Every one shall receive of thy words. 
Moses commanded tis a law, 

Even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. 
And he was king in Josh u run, 
When the heads of the people 
And the tribes of Israel were gathered together. 
Let Beuben livei, and not die ; 
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And let iwt his men be few. 

And this i$ thn ble^^ng of Judah : and he said, 

Hear, Lord, the voico of Judah, 

And bring him unto his people ; 

Let his hands be sufficient for him ; 

And bo thou an help to him from his enemies. 

And of Levi he said, 

Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one> 

Whom thou didst prove at Massah, 

And \oith whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah ; 

Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen 

him; 
Neither did he acknowledge his brethren, 
Nor knew his own children : 
For they have observed thy word, 
And kept thy covenant. 
They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, 
And Israel thy law : 
They shall put incense before theo, 
And whole burnt sacrifice upon thino altar. 
Bless, Lord, hia substance, 
And accept the work of his hand.s : 
Smite through the loias of them that rise against him, 
And of thecu that bate him, that they rise not again. 
A^vd of Benjamin he said, 

The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him ; 
Arid the Lord shall cover him all the day long, 
And he shall dwell between his shoulders. 
And of Joseph he said. 
Blessed of the Lord be bis land, 
For the precious things of heaven, for the dew, 
And for the deep that coucheth beneath. 
And for the precious fruits brought/orlh by the sun, 
And for the precious things put forth by tlie moon, 
And for the chief things of iJie ancient mountains, 
And for the precious things of the lasting hills, 
And for the pi-ecious things of the earth and fulness thereof, 
And ybr the good will of him that dwelt in the bush : 
Lot the hleasxny come upon the head of Joseph, 
And upon the top of the head of him that was separated from 

his brethren. 
His glory is like the firstling of his bullock. 
And his horns are lik« the horns of unicorns : 
With them he shall push the people together to the ends of the 

earth : 
And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
And they cure the thousands of Manasseh. 
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And of Zebulun he said. 

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out ; 

And, Iflsachar, in thy tents. 

They shall call the people unto the mountain ; 

There they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness : 

For they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, 

And of treasures Ud in the sand. 

And of Oad he said, 

Blessed he ho that enlargeth Gad : 

He dwelleth as a lion, 

And teareth the arm with the crown of the head. 

And he pro'V'ided the first part for himself, 

Because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, vxw ht seated ; 

And he came with the heads of the people, 

He executed the justice of the Lobd, 

And his judgments with Israol. 

And of Ban he said, 

Dan is a lion's whelp : 

He shall leap from Bashan. 

And of Naphtali he said, 

O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, 

And full with the blessing of the Lord : 

Fosaess thou the west and the south. 

And of Asher he said, 

JjH Asher he blessed with children ; 

Let him be acceptable to his brethren, 

And let him dip his foot in oil. 

Thy shoes nhall he iron and brass ; 

And as thy days, io shall thy strength be. 

There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, 

Who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 

And in his excellency on the sky. 

The eternal God w f Ay refuge, 

And underneath are tlie everlasting arms : 

And he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee ', 

And shall say, Destroy them. 

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone : 

The fountain of Jacob afuUl be upon a land of com and wine j 

Also his heavens shall drop down dew. 

Happy art thou, O Israel : 

Who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lohd, 

The shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency 1 

And thine enemies shall be found liars unto theo ; 

And thou shalt tread upon their high places. 
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Deborah and 

Barak 
Judges T. 2-Sl 



Belorhh'i Sons. — Thu is one qf the oldest pieces of poetry in (Jus Bible. See 
iiot< in Uistoricai Section on Judges iv. and v. Probably it xca* 
handed rfoitm. orally from early times. The varrative with tohieh it is 
eotijoiiud in the Book of Judges is of a later dale, 

PRAISE ye the Lord for the a%'enging of Israel, The Song of 
When the people willingly oflfered themselves. 
Hear, O ye kings ; give ear, O ye princea j 
I, even I, wUl sing unto the Lord ; 
I will aing praise to the Lord God of Israel. 
Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, 
When thou raarchedst out of the field of Edom, 
The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, 
The clouds also dropped water. 
The mountains melted from before the Lord, 
Even that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel. 
In the days of Shamgsr the son of Anath, 
In the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, 
And the travellers walked through by^^'ays. 
The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, 
Until that I Deborah arose, 
That I arose a mother in Israel. 
They chose now gods ; 
Then was war in the gates : 

Was there a shield or spear seen • 

Among forty thousand in Israel 1 
My heart is toward the governors of Israel, 
That offered themselves willingly among the people- 
Bless ye the Lord. 
Speak, ye that ride on white asses, 
Ye that sit in judgment, 
And walk by the way. 
They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the places of 

drawing water, 
There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord, 
Even the righteous acte toward the inhabitants of his villages in 

Israel ; 
Then shall the people of the Lord go down to the gates. 
Awake, awake, Deborah : 
Awake, awake, utter a song : 
Arise, Barak, 

And lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam. 
Then he maae him tlukt remainoth have dominion over the nobles 

among the people : 
The Lord made me have dominion over the mighty. 
Out of Ephraim toas there a root of them against Amalek ; 
After thee, Benjamin, among thy people ; 
Out of Madiir came down govemuni, 
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And out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer. 

And the princes of Issachar twre with Deborah ; 

Even Isfiachar, and also Barak : 

He was sent on foot into the valley. 

For the divlHions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart. 

Why abodest thou among the shecpfolcG, 

To hear the bleatings of the flocks ? 

For the divisions of Reuben ifiere were great searchings of heart. 

Gilead abode beyond Jordan : 

And why did Dan remain in ships ? 

Aflher continued on the sea shore, 

And abode in his breaches, 

Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives 

unto the death 
In the high places of the field. 
The kings came and fought, 
Then fought tlio kings of Canaan 
In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; 
Tliey took no gain of money. 
Tliey fought from licaven ; 
The stars in their courses fought against Siscra. 
The river of Kishon swept them away, 
That ancient river, the river Kiahon. 
, O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength. 
Then were the hoi-sehoofs broken by the means of the pranaingi^J 
The pransings of their mighty ones. 
Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; 
Because they came not to the help of the Lord, 
To the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
Blessed above women sliall Jael the wife of Hober the Kenito be, 
Blessed shall she be above women in the tent. 
He asked water, and she gave him milk ; 
She brought forth butter in a lordly dish. 
She put her hand to the nail, 
And her right hand to the workmen's hammer ; 
And with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote ofiF his head, 
When she had pierced and stricken through liis temples. 
At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down : 
At her feet he bowed, he fell : 
Where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 
The mother of Siaera looked out at a window, 
And cried through the lattice, 
Why is his chariot so long in coming ? 
Why tarry the wheels of his chariots 1 
Her wise ladies answered her. 
Yea, she returned answer to herself, 
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Have they not sped 1 have they 7iot divided the prey j 
To every man a damsel or two ; 
To Sisera a prey of divers colours, 
A prey of divers colours of needlework. 
Of divers colours of needlework on both sides, 
Me«t for the necks of them that take the spoil ? 
So let all tbiuo enemies perish, O Lokd : 

But let theixi that love him Ik as the sun when he goeth forth in 
Ilia might 



Ha&nah'l Song. — Probably behmga to the Ptalter, and is there/ore of lots 
poBt-taiUie origin. " The king " in v. 10 t* intended in a Mtttiamie 
neiiae. Compare Jenmub ix. 22, 23. 



AND Hannah prayed, and said, 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 

Mine horn is exalted in the Lord ; 

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies ; 

Because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy ns the Lord : 

For there is none beside thee : 

Neither w there any rock like our God. 

Talk no more so exceeding proudly : 

Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

And by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, 

And they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

They that tvere full have hired out themselves for bread ; 

And they that were hungry ceased : 

So that the barren hath bom seven ; 

And she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive : 

He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

The LoRit maketh poor, and maketh rich : 

He bringeth low, and liftcth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 

And lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 

To set them among princes, 

And to make them inherit the throne of glory : 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 

And he hath set the world upon them. 

Eo will keep the feet of his saints, 

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness; 

For by strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces ; 

Out of heaven shall be thunder upon them : 



The Son? of 
Hannah 

I Samael, ii. 1-10 
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The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth ; 
And ho shall give strength unto his king, 
And exalt the horn of bis anointed. 



The Song of the Bow. — TJiis dirge over the dttUh of SaiU and JematAan U a 
gcniiiiif niaiiiii/ of Dnritrs puflic aetiril}/. The re/erenet l-o Uu "Book of 
Jafkrr " (//!/■ iioi,); „/ Hiu-iM.i <rr Ihf I'atiant oiitn) eoHiieeit U vnth the early 
period of Uk m»iutrchi/—a Judtran la/rk. Obterve the entire aitettct of 
rdigicuA motive, vrhich incUiciUany siiggf-dt that Hit <m antique daeument. 

THE beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places : 
How are tlie mighty fallen I 

The Song of ^''•' ^' "'^^ in Oath, 
the Bow Publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; 
2 Samncl, i. Lest the dauglttcrs of the Philistines rejoice, 
19-27 Ijeat the daughters of tlio uncircumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, 
Neither let there be niin, upon you, nor fields of offerings : 
For there the sliield of the mighty is vilely cast away, 
Tlie shield of Saul, (w though he had not been anointed with oil. 
From the blocxl of the slain. 
From the fat of the mighty, 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back. 
And the sword uf Saul returned not empty. 
Saul and Jonathan M-rr* lovely and pleasant in their livea^ 
And ui their death they were not divided : 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than lions. 
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
Who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights. 
Who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 
How are the mighty fallen in tlie midst of the battle! 

Jouathan, thou wast slaiu in thino high places. 

1 am distresse<l for thee, my brother Jouathau : 
Very pleasant hast thou been unto lue : 
Thy lu\e to me was wouderfitl. 
Passing the love of women. 
How are the mighty fallen, 
And the weapons of war perished t 



BftTid'i Hymn. — Pradieally iiUntieal with Psalm iviii., but not tJterefore to 
be regarded as the <me authentic psalm. It belongs to the Psalter, and 
therefore is post-exUie. In the Jirnt part a pious devotet qf the Law ia the 
fpeaicer ; in the seemtdpart, a tBorlike king. 

THE Lord U my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer ; 
The God of my rock ; in him will I trust : 
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He is my shield, and the horn of my salTation, my high tower, 
and my refuge, The Hymn of 

My Saviour ; thou savest me from violence. David 

I will call on the LORD, who w worthy to be 2 Samuel, 

praised : xxii. 2-51 

So shall I bo saved from mine ejiemiea. 

When the wavea of death compassed me, 

The floods of ungodly men made me afraid ; 

The sorrows of hell compassed me about ; 

Tlie snares of death prevented me ; 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, 

Aud cried to my God ; 

And he did hear my voice out of liia temple. 

And my cry did enter into his ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled ; 

The foundations of heaven moved 

And shook, because he was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils 

And fire out of his mouth devoui-ed ; 

Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down ; 

And darkness icas under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : 

And he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

And he made darkness pavilions round a1x>ut him, 

Dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. 

Through the brightness before him 

Were cools of fire kindled. 

The Lord thundered from heaven, 

And the most High uttered his voice. 

And he sent out ai-rows, and scattered them ; 

Lightning, and discomfited them. 

And the channels of the sea appeai^ed. 

The foundations of the world were discovered, 

At the rebuking of the L<.»HD, 

At the blast of the breath of hi^s nostrils. 

He sent from aWve, he took me ; 

He drew me out of many waters ; 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

And from Uiem that hated me : for they were too strong for 
me. 

Tliey prevented me in the day of my calamity : 

But the Lord was my stay. 

Ho brought me forth also into a large place : 

He delivered me, because be delighteil in roe. 

The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness : 

According to the cleanness of my liands hath he recompensed me. 
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For I have kept the ways of the LoBD, 

And have not wickedly departed from my God. 

For all his judgments were before me ; 

And OS /or his statutes, I did not depart from them. 

I was also upright before him, 

And have kept myself from mine iniquity. 

Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me according to my 

righteouHness ; 
According to my clcannefis in his eye sight. 
With tlie merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, 
And with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright. 
With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure ; 
And with the froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury. 
And the afflicted people thou wilt save : 
But tliiiio eyes are upon the haughty, IhcU thou msyeat bring 

them down. 
For thou art my lamp, O" Lord : 
And the Lord will lighten my darkness. 
For by thee I have run through a troop : 
By my God have I leaped over a wall. 
Aafor God, his way is perfect ; 
The word of the Lohd m tried : 
He is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 
For who M God, save the Lord 1 
And who ie a rock, save our God 1 
Gkid w my strength and power : 
And he maketh my way perfect. 
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet : 
And aetteth me upon my high places. 
He teacheth my hands to war ; 
So that a bow of steel m broken by mine arms. 
Thou ha«t also given me the shield of thy salvation : 
And thy gentleness hath made me great. 
Thou hast enlarged my steps under me ; 
So that my feet did not slip. 

I have pui*sued mine enemies, and destroyed them ; 
And turned not again until I had consumed them. 
And I have consumed them, and wounded them, that they could 

not arise : 
Yea, they are fallen under my feet. 
For thou hast girded me with strength to battle : 
Them that rose up against mo hast thou subdued under me. 
Thou hast also given me the necks of miae enemies, 
That I might destroy them that hate me. 
They looked, but there was none to save ; 
Even unto the Lord, but he answered them not. 
Then did I beat them as small as the dust of the earth, 
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I did stamp tbem as the mire of the street, cund did spread them 

abroad. 
Thou also hast delivered me from the strivings of my people, 
Thou hast kept me to be head of the heathen : 
A people u?hich I knew not shall serve me. 
Strangers shall submit themselves unto me : 
As soon OS they hear, they shall be obedient unto me. 
Strangers shall fade away, 

And they shall bo afraid out of their close places. 
The Lord liveth ; and blessed 6<j my rock ; 
And exalted be the God of the rock of my salvation. 
It is God that avengeth me, 
And that bringeth down the people under me, 
And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies : 
Thou also hast lifted me up on high above them that rose up 

against me : 
Thou hast delivered me from the violent man. 
Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the 

heathen, 
And I will sing praises unto thy name. 
JI« is the tower of salvation for his king : 
And sheweth mercy to his anointed, 
Unto David, and to his seed for evermore. 



David' I Lait Wordi. — This it Uk outeomg i^ Meuianic thought (observe thd 
terUmtiout and eniffiiuUie languagt), md eatinot ht older tka* Uie Drutero- 
iMtah, Only at a late period vould the r^erente tn rt. and 7 tn the 
punishment of the viekediy hell -Jtre be found. Ptrhape it vxu artificiaily 
impretaed with an archaic character. 



The Last 

Words 

of David 

2 Samuel, 
xxiii. 1-7 



DAVID the son of Jesse said, 

And the man trAo uxu raised up on high, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 

The Spirit of the Lord spake by roe, 

And his word law in my tongue. 

The God of Israel said, 

Tlie Rock of Israel spake to me, 

He that ruleth over men miul be just, 

Ruling in the fear of God. 

And h« shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 

£ven a morning without clouds ; 

At the tender grass tprinffing out of the earth 

By clear shining after rain. 

Although my house be not so with God ; 

Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 

Ordered in all thingt, and sure : 
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For this is all my salvation, and all my desire, 

Although lie make it not to grow. 

But the tons of Belial shall be all of them as thonu thrust away, 

Because they cannot be taken with handa : 

But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and 

the staflF of a spear ; 
And they shall be utterly burned with fire in the tame place. 



Isaiah's Song 

against 

Sennacherib 

and the 

Assyrian 

luiali sxxviL 

22-35 



ZMuah't Bong. — The itarrative ocevr$ in alnuMt ih« tam4 form iv- 2 KingB,T 
xviii.-xx. ttiul Isaiikii rxxri.-xxxix. TIu dale u prt^M)/ ItUer Dutit 
Exkiel. Perhaps it is an elaborate eompoaition, mntposed in <lcpcndrne« 
Oil Isainnic words a)td placed in thf moiUh of the greal prophet, just as 
Hezdciah's Psalm (Is. xxxviiL B-20) is allributed to the king. 

THE virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed 
thee to scorn ; 

The daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head 

at thee. 
Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed 1 
And a<jainst wliora hast thou exalted thjf voice, 
And lifted up thine eyes on high ? 
Even against the Holy One of Israel. 
By thy servants ba.'it tliou reproached the Lord, 
and hast said, 
By the multitude of my chariots am I come up 
To the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon ; 
And I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir 

trees thereof : 
And I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of 

his Carmei. 
I have difged, and rhnink water ; 
And with the sole of my feet have I dried up oU the rivers of 

the besieged places. 
Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it ; 
And of ancient times, that I have formed itl 
Now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest bo to lay 

waste 
Defenced cities into ruinous heaps. 
Therefore their inhabitfl,nts were of small power, 
They were dismayed and confounded : 
They were at the grass of the field, and as the green herb, 
At the grass on the housetops and as com blasted before it be 

grown up. 
But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, 
And thy rage against me. 

Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, ia oome up into 
mine ears, 
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Therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 

lips, 
And I will turn thee back by the way by which thou cameet. 
And this shall be a sign unto thee, 
Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself ; 
And the second year that which springcth of the same : 
^Vnd in the tliird year sow ye, and reap, 
And plant vineyards, and eat tlie fruit thereof. 
And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah 
Shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : 
For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, 
And they that escape out of Mount Zion : 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, 
He shall not come into this city, 
Nor shoot an arrow there. 
Nor come before it with shields, 
Nor cast a bank against it. 

By the way that he caino, by the same shall he return, 
And shall not conie into this city, saith the LoRD. 
For I will defend this city to save it 
For mine own sake, and for my servant Darid'a sake. 

I SAID in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of 

the grave : 

I am deprived of the residue of ray years. Hezeklah's 

I said, 1 shall not sec the LoKD, even the LORD, , Psalm. 
..,,,,.,,.. Is. XXZVIll. 

m the land of the livmg : 10-20 

I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants 

of the world. 
Mine age is departed, and is removed fi-om me as a shepherd's 

tent : 
I have cut off like a weaver my life : he will cut me off with 

pining sickness : 
From day er«n t«5 night wilt thou make an end of me. 
I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my 

bones: 
From day etien to night wilt thou make an end of me, 
Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : 
I did mourn as a dove : 
Mine eyes fail with loohing upward : 

Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for mc. 

Wliat shall I say 1 he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hnth 
done U : 

1 shall go softly all my years, in the bitterness of my soul. 
O Lord, by these things men live, 

And in all these things is the life of my spirit : 
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So wilt thoa recover me and make me to live. 

Behold, for peace I hod great bitterness : 

But thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from th© pit of 

corruption : 
For thou hast cast all my sina behind thy back. 
For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee : 
They that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
The li^'ing, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day : 
Tlio father to the children shall make known thy truth. 
The Lord ivas ready to save me : 

Therefore we will sing ray songs to the stringed instruments 
All the days of our life in the house of the Lord. 

O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid : 

Lord, revive thy work in tlie midst of the years, 

In the midst of the years make known ; 
^?.® l*'',*y®r 9^ In wrath remember mercy. 
nSi^ God came from Teman, 

And the Holy One from mount Paran. 
His glory covered th© hea.vDns, 
And the earth was full of his praise. 
And Aw) brightness was as the light ; 
He had horns coming out of his hand : 
And there teas the liiding of his power. 
Before him went the pestilence, 
And burning coals went forth at his feet. 
He stood, and measured the earth : 
He beheld, and drove asunder the nations ; 
And the everlasting mountains were scattered, 
The perpetual hills did bow : 
His ways are everlasting. 

1 saw the tents of Cushan in affliction : 

And the cui-tains of the land of Midian did tremble. 
Wafi the Lohd displeased against the rivers ? 

Was thine anger against the rivers ? 

Was thy wrath against the sea, 

That thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of 

salvation \ 
Thy bow was made quite naked, 
According to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. 
Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 
The mountains saw thee, and they trembled : 
Tlie ov^erflowing of the water passed by : 
The deep uttered his voice, 

' The Prayer can not have been compoaed by the prophet Habakkuk (whoee 
(]at« Ui about 6!S B.C.), for it is quite unlike the literoturo of that period. 
PTobablj poat-Bzilic 
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And lifted up his bands on liigh. 

The sun and moon stood still in their habitation : 

At the light of thine arrows they went, 

And at the shining of thy glittering spear. 

Thou didst march through the land in indignation, 

Thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. 

Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people. 

Even for salvation with thine anointed ; 

Thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked. 

By discovering the foundation unto the neck. 

Thou didst strike tlirough with his staves the head of his villages : 

They came out as a wliirlwind to scatter me : 

Their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. 

Thou didst walk tlirough the sea with thine horses, 

Through the heap of great waters. 

When I heard, my belly trembled : 

My lips quivered at the voice : 

Rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, 

That I might rest in the day of trouble : 

When he cometh up unto tiie people, he will invade them with 

his troops. 
Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither sh^l fruit be in the vines ; 
The labour of the olive shall fail, 
And the fields shall yield no meat ; 
The flock BhaU be cut off from the fold. 
And tAera «AaK he no herd in the stalls : 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The Lord God is my strength. 
And he will make my feet like hinds' /«<, 
And he will make me to walk upon mine liigh places. 
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THE PSALTER 

(SELECTIONS) 

Ptslmi. — Tlutt Ihr P.wUer teas gmrhiaVy formrd is cJcnr from Kvcral romuler- 
aiknu. (1) We have at close of Ps. Ixxii., an indieation thai we- Iuik got to 
(M end of a evilfclion of to-rolled "^Bavuiic" fimlm*. (2) IVe have 
duplieatti, rf. xiv. tcith, liii., xl. 18-17 vith Ixx., cviii. with Ivii, 7-11, 
and Ix. 5-12. (3) In the <«Wi>r;«i<»/;/w (i. e. the firiil forty) the itmm JahveK ^ 
ia /ou)ui Viueh iiiore o/t^n thuit Elohini. Afteneardi lhi» rtlaiiim it ] 
reieneA, the loord Eloldm becoming prominciU. TTtertfom tltere must havg 
been Jahnttic and Elohistic clcntcnls.' Three main dinrions of the 
Pdotter have 6«m made: — 

(i) i.-xli. 

(ii) xlii.-lxzxix. 

(iii) xc-cL 

Sometimes the division is made into five bookt. At a rule the permmal 
paaliw) occur earlier : those dealing urtih national history or those eompotai 
for liturgical purposes come later. 

The titles prefixed to certain psalnts are quite wUnttt\Mrthy as indtea- 
timia ^ authorship. 

"For the Chief Mu^sicinn" is sitpposed to mean (hut the ptalm in 
question belont/s to the I'rec^iUor's rollehion. 

" Selah " (Ok. Jiai^aA/io), a musical term probabl;/ referring to the kind 
qfiiUerlnde or (unrmjxinimait to be played nl a ffiven pnint. "Songs of 
Degrees," or '' Songn of AseeiUs," are probttbly the songs -used upon the 
journey to JeruMilcm from the country nl the limes of the grrnt fettivals. 

The bnlk of tlie Psalter belongs to the period of the second temple, after 
Iheretumfrom the exile, and the whole collection waspiU together gradiutUjf 
betioeen 450 b.u. and 250 B.C., or perhaps 180 n.o. 

[Some psalms are supjiosed to belong to the Maeenbean perioil, e. g. Ps. 
xliv., Ixiiv., Ixxix., aiul Ixxxiii. Tiiey are not quoted here.] 

It is very dmtblful if David irrote any of the psalms. We know tluU 
" 2%e Song ofllie Hour" [qturied earlier, 2 Sam. i.) belongs in all proba- 
bility to him. But the tone of religious thought in the /Wi/mj seems to 
indicate a later avlhj>rnhip. 

The tradition of Daeidie nuthonihip comes from tlie author of the 
Chronicke, atul we fiiid attributed to David, in 2 Sam. xxii., a p»alm 
identical toilh Ps. xviii. 

3iU modem scholarship will not allow an early date for the majority iff 
th« pieces in the PtaUer. Duhm and Chnjne, representing the exlrvma 
school, put the Pialmi very late. Driver says tlutt there is no proof that any 
<tf the ptalms were early. Kirkpatrick thinks that a good mmw eon M 
attribvted either to David or to the time immediately nueeeding Ama. Stt, 
too, Delitzseh in his earlier years. 

4 HEAR me when I call, O God of niy rigliteousness : 
Tliou hast enlarged me when I vcom in distress ; 

Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 
Pwlm IV. O ye sons of men, how kmg will ye turn my glory 
into shame 1 
How long wiU ye love vanity, af id seek after leasing ? 
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But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for 

himself : 
The Lord will hear when I call unto him. 
Stand in awe, and sin not : 

Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, 
And put your trust in the Lord. 
There be many that say, Wlio will shew us any good 1 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 
Tliou hast put gla«lne8s in my heart, 

More than in the time thai their com and tlieii" wine increased. 
I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep : 
For thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety. 

8 O LORD our Lord, Psalm VIIl. 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 

Who hast set thy filory above the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 

strength 
Because of thine enemies, 

Tliat thou mighte-st still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained j 
Wiat is man, that thou art mindful of him ? 
And the son of man, that thou visitest him ? 
For tlu)u liast made htm a little lower than the angels, 
And hast crowned him with glory and honour. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 

hands ; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet : 
All sheep and oxen, 
Ye^k, and the beasts of the field ; 
Tlie fowl of the air, and the fish of the seo, 
Arid tohatsoetvr paaseth through the patlis of the seas. 
O Lord our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth ! 



Psulin 
XIV. 



14 THE fool hath said in his heart. There is no God 
They are corrupt, they Imve done abominable works, 
There m none that docth good. 
The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 

men. 
To see if there wore any that did understand, and seek God. 
They are all gone a.side, they are all together become filthy : 
There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge! 
Who eat up my people as they cat bread, 
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And call not npon the Lord. 

There were they in great fear : 

For God iff in the generation of the righteous. 

Ye have ahamed the coun.scl of the poor, 

Because the Lord is his refuge. 

Oh that the salvation of Israel toere come out of Zion t 

When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, 

Jacob ahall rejoice, aiid Israel shaU be glad. 



TTL—Probohhj a lai-e pott^asHie psaJm. Vtntt 9-11 do wdlMMMrdjy MwrfM 
a/uture exiatenee. Thou »ha{l vet leave my eoul to Shidl, L iw TmKt iwl 
praerve mtfrom. death. " Holy one " tneam godly, mertty. 

16 PRESERVE me, O God : for in thee do I put my trust. 

my 80u!, thou hast said unto the Lord, Tliou art my Lord : 
p . My goodnes.s exte-ndeth not to thee ; 

But to the saints that are in the earth, 
And to the excellent, in whom ia all my delight. 
Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god : 
Their drink oflferings of blood will I not offer, 
Nor take up their names into my lips. 

The Lord w the portion of mine iolieritance and of my cup : 
Thou maintainest my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant pi^ices ; 
Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

1 will bless the Lord, w!io hath given me counsel : 
My reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 

I have set the Lord always before me : 

Because he is&i my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth : 

My flesh also shall rest in hope. 

Tor thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of hfe : 

In thy presence ia fulness of joy ; 

At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

1 7 HEAR the right, O Lord, attend unt-o my cry, 
Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. 

. jvil ™y sentence come forth from thy presence ; 

' Let tMne eyes behold the things that are equal. 
Thou haat proved mine heart ; 
Thou hast visited me in the night ; 
Thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing ; 
I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress. 
Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips 
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I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, 

That my footsteps slip not. 

I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God : 

Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. 

Shew thy mar>'eUous lovingkindneas, 

thou that savest by thy right band them which put their 

trust in thee 
From thoee that rise up against them. 
Keep me as the apple of the eye,* 
Hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 
From the wicked that oppress me, 
From my deadly enemies, who compass me about. 
As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness : 

1 shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 



TKe P^aitA falU into tvto parts, 1-G, 7-11 ; pnbahly it mu put together out </ 
poetna origiiuUly indepmdetU. The aeeond porti<m, " tKe praise tf the 
Lord," ia probably poet-exilie. 

19 THE heavens declare the glory of God ; Psalm XIX. 

And the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech. 

And night unto night sheweth knowledga 

There is no speech nor language, 

Where their voice is not heard. 

Their lino ia gone out through all the earth, 

And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun. 

Which M as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 

Hia going forth is from the end of the heaven, 

And his circuit unto the ends of it : 

And there ia nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

The law of the Lord w perfect, converting the soul : 

The testimony of the Lord m sure, making wise the simple. 

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart : 

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord m clean, enduring for ever : 

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : 

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned : 

And in keeping of them ther« i$ great reward. 



• V. 8. — Thepunil of the eye was called in Hebrew "the little 
"the iUaght«r''^orthe eye. Cf. Zcch. ii 8, "the door of the eye." 



e Kin or 



318 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [psalter 



Who can understand his errors 1 

Oleaoae thou me from secret /aulta. 

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous giiu; 

Ijet them not have dominion over me : 

Then shall I Ik upright, 

And I shall Ijo innoiriit from the great tranBgreauon. 

Let thtj words of my mouth, 

And the meditation of ray heart, bo acceptable in thy sight, 

O LoKD, my strength, and my redeemer. 



ZZ. — A imnarch fjoing out to baUle, It mujht be David, or SMnah. 
even miy Uuil it rc/gn to the Afaccabean leader, Simott, 



Smn« 



20 THE Lord hear thee in the day of trouble ; 
The name of the God of Jacob defend thee ; 

Paal XX Send thee help fi'om the sanctuary, 
And strengthen thee out of Zion ; 
Remember all thy offerings, 
And accept thy burnt sacriiice ; 
Grant thee atxording t^ thine own heart, 
And fulfil all thy counsel. 
We will rejoieo in thy salvation, 

And in the name of our God we will set up our banners : 
The Lord fulfil all tliy petitions. 
Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed ; 
He ■will hear him fiom his holy heaven 
With the saving atrength of hia right hand. 
Some trtist in chariots, and aome in horses : 
But we will remember the name of the Lord our God. 
They are brought down and fallen : 
But we are riaen, and stand upright. 
Save, Lord ; let the king hear us when we call. 



PaaJm XXIII. 



ZJLUi. — Probab/}/ loo malure in thmight, expreasitm and experience to be reafly 
Daa'd's. It u n benutifiU sptcimtn of the peraonai p&alm. 

23 THE Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 

He leadcLh me beside the still waters. 

Ho restoreth my soul : 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for hia name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou prepares t a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies : 
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Thoa anointeat my head with oil ; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

Ufe: 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 



XXIV.— -/(/?<r David had captured from Ous Jelimitrn U\< lironglwM of Zion, 
lie hruwjht into it " the Ark of lite Corenani," vihifh htui been kept lit the 
lii'tiae nf Obed-edom (1 Chron. xv.). Thia pMlm, vxay refer to the oceasion. 



24 THE earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the hcos^ 

And established it upon the Hoods. 

Who shall ascend into the hiJl of the LordI 

Or who shall stand in liis holy placet 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; 

Who hatlk not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

Nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 

And righteousness from the Qod of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek him, 

That seek thy face, O Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; 

And be yo lift up, ye everlasting doors ; 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Wlio t« tliis King of glory 1 The Lord strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; 

Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ; 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Wio is this King of glory 1 

The Lord of hosts, he ia the King of glory. 



Paalm 
XX 17. 



ZmiL—A «tmftdkfmim. TKe fMt portvm is a mvrt or l«f$ jmtM lyric ; 
tktmtimiljfaiHmk%Hu adJ«l later; the T^'ertnce to "Ih* Temple" pviiUa 
to a ftriodlaUr <Aaa David. 

27 THE Lord is my light and my salvation ; rwUm .XXVII. 

Wliom shall I fcarl 

The Ix>RD M the strength of my life ; 

Of whom shall I be afraid 1 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 

Cntue upon me to eat up my tie«h, they stumbled and fell. 

Tliuugh an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not 

fear : 
Though war should rise against me, in this w^li I he confident, 
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One thin^ have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; 
That I may dwell in the house of the Lobd all the days of my 

life, 
To behold the beauty of the Lobd, and to enquire in hia 

temple. 
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion : 
In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me ; 
He shall set mo up upon a rock. 
And now shall uiine head be lifted up above mine enemievj 

round about me : 
Therefore will I oflFer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy j 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LoRD. 
Hear, Lord, when I cry with my voice : 
Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
When thou gaidst, Seek ye my face ; my heart said unto thee. 
Thy face^ Lord, will I seek. 
Hide not thy face^ar from me; 
Put not thy servant away in anger ; 
Thou hast been my help ; leave me not, 
Neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
When my father and my mother forsake me, 
Then the Lord will take me up. 
Teach me thy way, O IjORD, 

And lead me in a plain patli, because of mine enemies. 
Iteliver me not over unto the will uf mine enemies : 
For false witnesses are risen up against me, 
And such as breathe out cruelty. 
/ had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the 

Lord 
In the land of the living. 
Wait on the Lord : 

Bo of good coui-age, and he shall strengthen thine heart : 
Wait, I say, on the Lord. 



ZZXZ.— " The Pialm of the Sewn Thunden" (DtlUaseh). 

29 GIVE unto the Lord, O ye mighty, 
Give unto the Lord glory and strength, 
P 1 XKlx Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord w upon the waters : 
The God of glory thundereth : 
The Lord is upon many waters. 
The voice of the Lord w powerful ; 
The voice of the Lord w full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars ; 



Yea, the Lord breaketh the ce<lars of Lebanon. 

Hp uiakpth tiipm also to skip like a calf ; 

Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 

The voice of the Lord dividoth the fiames of fire. 

The voice of the Loku shaketh the wilderness ; 

The LoBD shaketh tlie wildernesJi of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lord muketh the hinds to calve, 

And discovereth the forests : 

And in his temple doth every one speak of Aw glory. 

The Lord sitteth upon the Hood ; 

Yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever. 

The Lord will give strength unto his people ; 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. 



XLXL — Thit pmim w full of paralMa irilh Jeranioh. "Fear on ewry 
tkU," in the oriffituU Maifor-Jfistabib, /ovtiid in Jeremiah tL 25, a»d 
XX. 8. 



31 LN thee, O Lord, do I put my trust; P»«lm XXXI. 

Let me never bo ashamefl : 

Deli%'er me in thy righteousness. 

Bow down thine ear to me ; deliver me speedily : 

Be thou my strong rook, 

For an house of defence to save me. 

For thou art my rock and my fortress ; 

Thorefore for thv name's sake load me, and guide roe. 

Pull mo out of the net that they have laid privily for me : 

For thou arl my strength. 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit : 

Thou hast redeemed mc, O Lord God of truth. 

I have hate<J them that regard lying vanities : 

But I tmst in the Lord, 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy : 

For thou hast considered my trouble ; 

Thau hast known my soul in adversities ; 

And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy : 

Thou liast set my foot in a large room. 

Have mercy upon me, Lord, for T am in trouble : 

Mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly. 

For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sigliing : 

My strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bonee are 

consumed. 
I was a reproach among all mine enemies. 
But especially among my neighbours, and a fear to miae 

acquaintance : 
They that did see me without fled from me. 



822 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE 



I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind : 

I am like a broken vessel. 

For I have beard the nlander of many : 

Fear was on every side : while they took counsel 

against me, 
They derised to take away my life. 

But I trusted in theo, O Lord : I said. Thou art my God. 
My times are in thy hand : 
Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from 

that persecute me. 
Make thy face to sliine upon thy servant : 
Save mo for tliy mercies' sake. 
Let me not be ashamed, O Lokd ; for T have callod ujx)n thee : 
Let the wicked be ashamed, mid let them be silent in the grave. 
Let the lying lips bo put to silence ; 
Which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against 

the righteous. 
Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them 

that fear thee ; 
Which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the 

sons of men ! 
Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the 

pride of man : 
Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of 

tongues. 
Blessed be the Lord : 

' For he hath shewed me his marvolluus kindness in a strong city. 
For I said in my haste, 
I am cut off from before thine cyrs : 
Nevertheless tliou lieanic-.st the vnice of my supplications 
When I criefl unto thee. 
O love the Lord, all ye his saints : 
J^or the Lord preserveth the faithful. 
And plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, 
All ye that hope in the Lord. 

33 REJOICE in the Tx>Ri>, O ye righteous : 
/or praise is comely for the upright. 

„ Praise the Lord with harp : 

** ™ ' ■ Sing unto hini with the psaltery and an instm- 
ment of ten strings. 
Sing unto him a new song ; play skilfully with a loud noise. 
For the won) of the Lord is right ; 
And all his works are done in truth. 
He loveth righteousness and judgment : 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
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By the word of the Lord were the heavens made : 



mouth 



sea together as aii 



breath 
He gathereth the waters ' 
He layeth up the depth hi storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear the Lord : 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 
For be apake, and it was dotte ; 
He commanded, and it stood fast. 

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought : 
He maketh the devices of tlie people of none effect. 
The counsel of the Lord staudeth for over, 
The thoughts of !iia heart to all generations. 
Blessed i» the nation whose God it the Lord ; 
Atui the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 
The Lord looketh from heaven ; 
He beholdeth all the sons of men. 
From the place of his habitation he looketh 
Upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 
He fashioneth their heai-ts alike ; 
He considereth all tlieir works. 

Tliere is no king saved by the multitude of an host : 
A mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 
An horse t« a vain thing for safety : 
Neither shall he deliver any by his gi-eat strength. 
Behold, the eye of the Lord ij upon them that fear 
Upon them that hope in his mercy ; 
To deliver their soul from death. 
And to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waiteth for the Lord : he is our help and our shield. 
For our heart shall rejoice in him, 
Because we have trasted in his holy name. 
Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
According as we hope in thee. 



h 



ZZZIV. — An aero$lic pmiivu, th< wna beyinninif wUh the letters of th* 
Uebrcw alphabet. Qf. Pa. xzr. 



34 (H) I WILL bless the Lord at all times : 

His praise »hall continually he in my moutli. 

(3) My soul shall make her boast in the LOKD : 

The humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

(3) O magnify the Lord with me. 

And let us exalt his name together. 

("T) T sought the Lord, and he heard m^ 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

(H) They looked unto him, and were ligbtoaed : 



Phshn XXXIV. 
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And their faces were not ashamed. 

(T) This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles. 

(n) The angel of the Lord eacampeth round about them 

fear him, 
And dclivereth them. 

(lO) O tdsfce and see that the Lord w good : 
Blessed ii the man that trasteth in him. 
( ^ ) O fear the Lokd, yo his saints : 
For there is no want to them that fear him. 
(D) The young lions do lack, and suflFer hunger : 
But they that seek the Lord shall not want any good lhin</. 
(~>) Come, ye children, hearken unto mo ; 
I will teach you the fear of the Lohd. 
(O) What man is h^ Ihnl desireth life, 
And loveth many days, that he may see goodi 
(3) Keep thy tongue from evil, 
And thy iips from speaking guile. 
(O) Depart f rrtm evi!, and do good ; 
Seek peace, and pursue it. 

(37) The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
And his ears are open unto their cry. 
(D) The face of the Loud i» against them that do evil, 
To cat off the renicnibrancc of them from tlie earth. 
(3) TiiH riyhUous cry, and the Loud heareth, 
And delivereth them out of all their troubles, 
(p) The Lohd is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart ; 
And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
(~1) Many are the affiictiona of the righteous ; 
But the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 
(tS) He keepeth all his bones : not ono of them is broken. 
(n) Evil shall slay the wicked : 
And they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
(D) The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants : 
And none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 

36 THY mercy, O Lord, m in the heavens ; 
And thy faithfulneas rcacheth unto the clouds. 

_ , YTYVT "^y righteousness is like the great mountains ; 

1 aalm AAAVl. ,j^^ judgments are a great doop : 
O Lord, thou preservest man and beast. 
How excellent is thy lovingkiudness, O God I 
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shodon 

of thy wings. 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house j 
And thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. 
For with thee is the fountain of life : 
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In thy light ahal] we see light. 

continue thy lovingkindiiess iinto them that know thee ; 
And thy righteousness tti the upright in heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, 
And let not the hand of the wicked remove me. 
There are the workers of iniquity fallen : 
They are cast down, and slmll not be able to rise. 

39 I SAID, I will take heed to my ways, P»lni XXXI.X. 
That I sin not ^vith my tongue : 

1 will keep my mouth with a bridle, 
While the wicked is before me. 

I was dumb with silence, 

I held my peace, even from good ; and my sorrow was stirred. 

My heart was hot within me, 

While I wa.s musing the fire burned : 

Then spake I with my tongue. 

Lord, make me to know mine end, 

And the measure of my days, what it m ; 

That I may know how frail I «»«, 

Behold, thou ha«t made my days cu an handbrcadth ; 

And mine age is as nothing before thee : 

Verily every man at his best state »'* altogether vanity. 

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew : 

Surely they are disquieted in vain : 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope w in thee. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions : 

^lake me not the i-epniach of the foolish, 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; because thou didst it. 

Remove thy stroke away from mo : 

I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. 

When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, 

Thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth : 

Surely every man w vanity. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry ; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears : 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

A nd a sojourner, as all my fathers mw*. 

O spare me, that I may recover strength, 

Before I go hence, and bo no more. 

40 I WAITED patiently for the Lord ; Pwlm XL. 
And he incUned unto me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 

clay. 
And set my feet upon a rock, and established my going.s. 
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And he hath put a new song in my mouth, ee«n praise unto our 

God: 
Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LoRD. 
Blessed to that man that raaketh the Lord his trust, 
And respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 
Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast 

done, 
And thy thoughts which are to us-ward : 
They cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : 
If I would declare and speak of them, 
They are more than can be numbered. 
Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire ; 
Mine ears hast thou opened : 

Burnt offering and sin ofiTering hEist thou not required. 
Then said I, Lo, I come : 
In the volume of the book it is written of me, 
I delight to do thy will, O my God : 
Yea, thy law is within my heart. 

I have preached righteousness in the gi-eat congregation : 
Lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knowest. 
I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart ; 
I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation : 
I have not concealed thy loviiigkinduesa and thy tnith from the 

great congregation. 
Witlihold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LoKD : 
Let thy lovingkintlness and thy truth continually preserve me. 
For innumerable evils have compassed me about ; 
Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able 

to look up ; 
They are more than the hairs of mine head : 
Therefore my heart faileth me. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me : 
O Lord, make haste to help me. 
Lot them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after 

my soul to destroy it ; 
Let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. 
Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame 
That say unto me, Alia, aha. 
Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee : 
Let such as love thy salvation say continually, The Lord be 

magnified. 
But I am poor and needy ; yet the Lord thinketli upon me : 
Thou art my help and my deliverer; 
Make no tarrying, my God. 

42 AS the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
So panteth my soul after tliee, O God. 



psalter] 



POETIC SECTION 



327 



My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God : Paalm XLII. 

When shall I come and appeal' before God ? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, 

While they continually any unto me, Where is thy God 1 

When I remember these thinffa, I pour out my soul in me : 

For I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the 

house of God, 
With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept 

holyday. 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
And ivhy art thou disquieted in rae ? 
Hope tliou in God : for I shall yet praise him 
For the help of his countenance. 

my God, njy soul is cast down within me : 
Therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
And of the Hennonitcs, from the liill Mizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts ; 

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindneas in the daytime, 

And in the night his song shall be with me, 

A nd my pra3'er unto the God of my life. 

1 will aay unto God my rock. Why host thou forgotten me 1 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy 1 
An with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me ; 
While they say daily unto me. Where is thy God t 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
And why art thou disquieted within me i 
Hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise him, 
Who i» the health of my countenance, and my God. 



ZLT. — Obticnuly an Eyithalamium or Marriage Song. But trhat icas the 
oecationl Eilktr (l) marria^ of Solomon with an Efyplian ftrincet* 
(1 Kings iii. 1), or (2) marriagt of Ahab, cf. "Daughter qf Tyrt" v. 12, 
or (8) Jchnram. tdih Alkaliah {Delit:aeh), or (4> marriage o/ Itulevty 
Philadtlphua (Cheyne), an. Egyptian aottreign. Vene 6, " Thy thruite, 
Ood," took* like a Mutianie one, Cf. Hebrews i. 8, 9, vhcre it it to 
But it might be a bold aaeription of Divinity to a king. 



45 MY heart is inditing a good matter : Pwim XLV, 

I speak of the things which I have mode touching the king : 

My tongue « the pen of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men : 

Grace is poured into thy lips : 

Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, 

With thy glor}' and thy majesty. 

And in thy majesty ride prosperously 
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Because of tnitli aud meekness and righteousneas ; 

And thy right hand shall teach the© terrible things. 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies; 

Whereby the people fall under thee. 

Thy throne, O Got!, i* for ever and ever : 

The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness : 

Therefore Qod, thy God, hath anointed thee 

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, 

Out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 

Kings' daughters ivert) among thy horumrable women ; 

Upon thy right hand did stJind the queen in gold of Ophir. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 

Forget also thine own people, and thy father's house ; 

So shall the king gi-eatly desire thy beauty : 

For he is thy Lord ; and worship thou him. 

And the daughter of Tyre ehnll be ihtrf with a gift ; 

Mi^n the rich among the people sliall intreat thy favour. 

The king's daught-er us all glorious within : 

Her clothing is of wrought gold. 

8he sliall be brought unt*/ tlic king in raiment of needlework : 

The virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto 

thee. 
With gladness and rejoicing sliall they be brought : 
They shall enter into the king's palace. 
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
Whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 
I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations : 
Therefore shall the people praise thoo for ever and ever. 



Piutlra XLVr. 



XLYL — The ocxaawn is probably lite Atsryrian invasion in Eezekiak'a lime 
(Sennacherib). The language it a liUle like leaiah (xxx., xxxvii). 

48 GOD is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 

And though the mountains bo carried into the 
mid at of the soa ; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
Tfwuijh tlic mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 
There in a river, the streams whereof sliall make glad the city of 

God, 
Tlie holy place of the t4ibemacles of the most High. 
God is in the midst uf her; she shal! not be moved ; 
God shall help her, and that light early. 
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The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved ; 

He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

Tlie Lord of hosts is with uh ; 

The God of Jacob w our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

"What desolation."! he hath made in the earth. 

He moketh wars to cease unto tlie end of the earth ; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder ; 

He burneth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God : 

I will bo exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the 

eartli. 
The Lord of hosts w with us ; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

48 GREAT is the Lord, and greatly to be praised PmIiii 

In the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. XLVIII. 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth. 

In mount Zion, oii the sides of the north. 

The city of the great King. 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

For, io, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 

They saw it, and so they marvelled ; 

They were troubled, and hasted away. 

Fear took hold upon them there. 

And pain, as of a woman in travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen 

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God : 

God will establish it for ever. 

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, 

In the midst of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God, 

So is thy praise unto the ends of the earth : 

Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, 

Because of thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her : 

Tell the towers thereof. 

Muik ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; 

That yo may tell il to the generation following. 

Foi- this God is our GSod for ever and ever : 

He will be our guide even unto death. 

50 THE mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, rulm L. 
And called the earth from the Hsiag of the sun unto tlie going 
down thereof. 
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Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 

Our Ood ahall come, and shall not keep silence : 

A fire shall devour before him, 

And it shall be very tempestuous round about him. 

He shall call to the heavens from above, 

And to the earth, that he may judge his people. 

Gatlier my saints together unto me ; 

Those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

And the heavens shall declare his righteouaneas : 

For God M judge himself. 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak ; 

Israel, and I will testify against thee : 

1 am God, er^en thy God. 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices 

Or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before rae. 

I will take no buliock out of thy house, 

Nor he goats out of thy folds. 

For every beast of the forest is mine, 

And the cattle upon a thousand hills.. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains : 

And the wild beasts of the field are mine. * 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee r 

For the world is mine, and tlio fulness thereof. 

Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats ? 

Offer unto God tlmnksgi'ving j 

And pay thy vows unt« the most High ; 

And call upon me in the day of trouble : 

I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 

But unto the wicked God saith, 

What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 

Or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth t 

Seeing thou hatest instruction. 

And caateat my words behind thee. 

When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him. 

And hast been partaker with adulterera. 

Thou givest tliy mouth to evil. 

And thy tongue frameth deceit. 

Thou sit test and apeakeat against thy brother ; 

Thou slanderest thine own mother's son. 

These things host thou done, and T kept silence; 

Thou thoughteat tliat I was altogether mich an one as thyself : 

But I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, 

Lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me : ." 

And to him that ordereth his conversation aright 

Will I shew the salvation of God. 
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51 HAVE mercy upon me, God, according to Psalm LI. 

tliy loyingldudness : 
According unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 

transgreaaions. 
Wash me througlity from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from uy sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgreBsions : 
And my sin is ever before me. 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
And done this evil in thy sight ; 
That thou mighteat be justified when thon speakest, 
And be clear when thou judgest. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; 
And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, thou deairest truth in the inward parta : 
And in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness ; 
That the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide thy face from ray sins, 
And blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God ; 
And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence ; 
And take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation ; 
And uphold me with thy free spirit. 
Theti will I teach transgressors thy ways ; 
And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of ray salvation : 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness, 
O Lord, open thou my lips ; 
And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
For tJiou desirest not sacrifice ; else would I give it : 
Tliou delightest not in burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God ar« a broken spirit : 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion : 
Build tbow the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then ahalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 

with burnt ofiTering and whole burnt ofiFering ; 
Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 



56 BE merciful unto me, O God 

swallow me up ; 
He fighting daily oppresseth me. 



for man would Pmlm LVI. 
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Mine enemies would daily swallow me up : 

For they be nmny that fight against me, O thou moat High. 

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 

In God I will praise his word. 

In God I have put my trust ; 

I will not fear what flesli can do unto me. 

Every day they wrest my words : 

All their thoughts are against me for evil. 

Tliey gather themselves together, they hide thomaelvea, 

They mark my steps, when they wait for my soul. 

Shall they escape by iniquity ? 

In thirie anger cast down the people, God. 

Thou tellest my wanderings : 

Put thou my tears into thy bottle : 

Are they not in thy book ? 

When I cry unto th^e, then shall mine enemies turn back : 

This I know ; for God w for me. 

In God will I praise hig word : 

In the LoKD will I praise his word. 

In God have I put my trust : 

I will not be afraifl what man can do unto mo. 

Thy vows are upon me, God : 

I will render praises unto thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death : 

Wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, 

That I may walk before God in the light of the living? 

67 BE merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me : 
For my soul trusteth in thee : 

_ , ,_,.,, Yea, in the shadow of thv wings will I make mv 

p«i«,Lvii. ^j^g^^ y " y 

Until these calamities be overpast. 

I will cry unto God most High ; 

Unto God that performeth all things for me. 

He shall send from heaven, ami save me 

From the reproach of him that would swallow me up. 

God shall send forth his mercy and his truth. 

My Boul is among lions : 

Ajid I lie even amoiig tlieni that are set on fire, 

Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens ; 

Let thy glory be above all the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my steps ; 

My soul is bowed down : 

They have digged a j)it before me, 

Into the midst whereof they are fallen themativet. 
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My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is flzed : 

I will sing and give praise. 

Awake up, my glory ; awake, psaltery and harp : 

I fnynel/will awake early. 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people : 

I will sing unto thee among the nations. 

For thy mercy w great unto the heavens, 

And thy trutli unto the clouds. 

Be thou exaltetl, O God, above the heavens : 

Let thy glory be above all the earth. 

63 GOD, thou art my God ; early will I sock thoe : Pwlm 

My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for theo LXIIl. 

In a dry and thirsty land, where no water is ; 

To see thy power and thy glory, 

So a« I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

Because thy lovingkindness w better Mian life, 

My lipa shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee while I live : 

I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

My soul shall be satisfied as unth marrow and fatness ; 

And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips : 

AVhen I remember thee upon my bed, 

A^ui meditate on thee in tho uiyhl watches. 

Because thou hast been my help. 

Therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

My soul followeth hanl after tliee : 

Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, 

Shall go into tlie lower part< of the earth. 

They shall fall by the sword : they shall be a portion for 

foxes. 
But the king shall rejoice in God ; 
Every one that sweareth by him shall glory : 
But the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 



65 PRAISE woiteth for thee, O God, in Sion : P»ln« LXV. 

And unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

O thou that hearest prayer, onto thee shall all flesh come. 

Iniquities prevail against me : 

As for our transgressions, thou ahalt purge them away. 

Blessed m tKs man whom thou choosest, 

And causest to approach unto th«<>, that he may dwell in thy 

courts : 
We shall be satisfied with tlie goodness of thy boose, 
£veti of thy holy temple. 
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By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, 

O God of oui- salvation ; 

Who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them 

that are afar off ^ipon the sea : 
Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains ; 
Being girded with power : 
Which atilleth the noise of the aeas, 
The noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. 
They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy 

tokens ; 
Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to 

rejoice. 
Thou visitest the earth, and watereat it : 
Thou greatly enricheat it 
With the river of God, which is full of water : 
Thou prepareat them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. 
Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly ; thou settlest the 

furrows thereof : 
Thou makest it soft witli showers : thou blessest the springing 

thereof, 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness j 
And thy paths drop fatness. 
They drop «poji the pastures of the wilderness : 
And the little hills rejoice on every side. 
The pastures are clothed with flocks ; 
The valleys also are covered over with corn ; 
They shout for joy, they also sing. 

67 GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us ; 
Aiid cause his face to shine upon us ; 

T Tfvn Tliat thy way may be known upon earth, 
^ ' ■ Tliy saving health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O Grod ; 
Let all the people praise thee. 
O let the nations be glad and sing fur Joy : 
For thou shalt judge the people righteously. 
And govern the nations upon earth. 
Let the people praise thee, O God ; 
Let all the people praise thee. 
Then shall the earth yield her increase ; 
And God, exyen our own God, shall bless us. 
God shall bless us ; 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 



68 LET God arise, l«t his enemies be scattered : 
Let them also that hate him floe before him. 
As smoke is driven away, so drive thevi away : 
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As wax melteth before the fire, 

So let the wicked periah at the presence of God. P«lm LXVIII. 

But let the righteous be glad ; let them rejoice 

before God : 
Yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 
Sing unto God, sing praises to his name : 
Extol him that rideth upon the heavens 
By Ilia name JAH, and rejoice before him. 
A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows. 
Is God in his holy habitation. 
God setteth the solitary in families : 
He bringeth out those which are bound with chains : 
But the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 
God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, 
When thou didst march through the wilderness ; 
The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of 

God: 
Sveri- Sinai itself teas moved at the presence of God, the God of 

Israel. 
Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain. 
Whereby thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was 

weary. 
Thy congregation hath dwelt therein : 
Thou, O God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor. 
The IjOBD gave the word : 

Great was the company of those that published it. 
Kings of armies did ilco apace : 
And she that tarrini at home divided the spoil. 
Though ye have lien among the pots. 
Yet dhafl ye be as the wings of a doNtJ covered with silver, 
And her feathers with yellow gold, ^ 

When the Almighty scattered kings in it, 
It was whiu as snow in Salmon. 
The hill of Grod ia aa the hill of Bashau ; 
An high hill cu the hill of Bashan. 
Why leap ye, ye high hills 1 
Thit ia the hill which God dcsireth to dwell in ; 
Yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever. 
The chariots of God are twenty thousand, eten thousands of 

angels : 
The Lord ia among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive : 
Thou hast received gifts for men ; 
Yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell 

among them. 
Blessed be the LoJto, who daily loadetli us tvith beneJiU, 
Even the God of our salvation. 
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He that is our God is the God of salvation ; 

And unto God the Lord ftelotig the issues from death. 

But God shall wound the head of liis enemies, 

And the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his 

trespasses. 
The LoHD said, I will bring again from Bashan, 
I will bring my peojtfe again from the tlepths of the sea : 
Tliat thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, 
And the tongue of thy dogs in the same. 
They have seen thy goings, O G«xl ; 
Efxn the goings of my Got!, my King, in the sanctuary. 
The singers went before, the players on instruments /allowed 

after ; 
Among ihem were the damsels playing with timbrels. 
Bless ye God in the congregations, 
Even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel. 
There is little Benjamin with their ruler. 
The princes of Judah and their council, 
The princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali. 
Thy God hath commanded thy strength : 
Strengthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought for us. 
Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 
Shall kings bring presents unto thee. 
Rebuke the company of spearmen, 

The multitude of tho bulls, with tlie calves of the people, 
TUl every mie submit himself with pieces of silver : 
Scatter thou the people that delight in war. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt ; 
Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unt-o God. 
Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth ; 
O sing praises unto the Lord ; 
To hira that rideth upon the heavens of beaveos, which wen of 

old J 
Lo, he doth send out his voice, and thai a mighty voice. 
Ascribe ye strength unto God : 
His excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. 

God, tJi&u art terrible out of thy holy places : 

The God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his 

people. 
Blessed be God. 

69 SAVE me, O God ; 

For the waters are come in unto my soul. 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing : 
PHLlm LXIX. I ani come iuto deep waters, whei"o the floods over- 
flow me. 

1 am weaiy of my crying : my throat is dried : 
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Mine 



fail while I wait for 



my 



God. 



They tiiat hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of 

mine head : 
They that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfuUy, are 

mighty : 
Then I restored that which I took not away. 

God, thou knowest my foolishness ; 
And my sins arc not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed 

for my sake : 
Let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God 

of laiuel. 
Because for thy sake I have borne reproach ; 
Shame hath covered my face. 

1 am bec'nme a stranger unto my brethren. 
And an alien unto my mother's children. 

For the zeal of thine houso hath eaten me up ; 

And the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen 

upon me. 
When I wept, and chasi^ied my soul with fasting. 
That was to my reproach. 
I made sackcloth also my garment ; 
And I became a proverb to them. 
They that sit in the gate speak against me ; 
And I was the song of the drunkards. 
But as for me, my prayer « unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable 

time : 
O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of 

thy salvation. 
Deliver me out of the mire, and let mo not sink : 
Let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of tho 

deep waters. 
Let not the waterflootl overflow me, 
Neither let the deep swallow me up. 
And let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 
Hear me, O Lord ; for thy lovingkindness i» good : 
Turn unto ine according to the multitude of thy tender mercies. 
And hide not thy face from thy servant ; 
For I am in trouble : hear me speedily. 
Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it : 
Deliver me because of mine enemies. 



78 TRULY God w good to Israel, 
Even to such as are of a clean heart. 
But as for me, my feet were almost gone ; 
My steps had well nigh slipped. 
For I was envious at the foolish. 



Paalm LXXIIL 
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Whan I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

For there are no bands in their death ; 

But their strength is firm. 

They art not in trouble as other men ; 

Neither are they plagued like other men. 

Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain ; 

Violence covereth them iis a garment. 

Their eyea stand out with fatness : 

Tiiey have more than heart could wiah. 

They are con-upt, and speak wickedly concerning oppresaioa : 

They apeak loftily. 

They set their mouth against the heavens, 

And their tongue walketh through tlic earth. 

Therefore his people retura hither ; 

And waters of a full cup are wrung out to them. 

And thoy say, How dotli God know 1 

And ia there knowledge in the most Kighl 

Behold, these are the ungodly, 

Who prosper in the world ; they increase in riches. 

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain. 

And washed my hands in innfx-ency. 

For all the day long have I been plagued, 

And chaatenetl every morning. 

If I say, I will apeak thus ; 

Behold, I should offend offainst the generation of thy childrea. 

When I thought to know this, it mvm too painful for me ; 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God ; 

Then understood I their end. 

Surely thou didst set them in slippery places ; 

Thou castcdst them down into destruction. 

How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment 1 

They are utterly eonsuiued with ttrrors. 

As a dream when one awaketh ; 

So, Lord, wlien thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image. 

Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in ray reins. 

So foolish teas I, and ignorant : 

I was aa a beast before thee. 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee : 

Thou liaat holden me by my right hand. 

Thou ahalt guide me with thy counsel. 

And afterward receive me to gloiy. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee f 

And there m nunc upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth : 

But God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

For, lo, they that are far from theo sliall perish : 

Thou host destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 



But it 19 good for me to draw near to God : 
I have put my trust in the Lord God, 
That I m&Y declare all thy works. 

75 UNTO thee, O Go<l, do we give thanks, P««lm LXXV. 

Unto thee do we give thanks : for tJuU tliy name is near 

Tliy wondrous works dechire. 

When I shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly. 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissiolved : 

I bear up the pillars of it. 

I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly : 

And to the wicked, Lift not up the horn : 

Lift not up your horn on tiigh : speak iiot with a stiif neck. 

For prouiotiou cometh neither from the east, 

Nor from the west, nor from the south. 

But God i» the judge : 

He putteth down one^ and setteth up another. 

For in the hand of the LoBD there ia a cup, and the wine u 

red ; 
It is full of mixture ; and he poureth out of the same : 
But tlie dregs thereof, all the wicked of tlie earth shall wring 

them out, atid drink them. 
But I wUl declare for ever ; 
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
All the horna of the wicked also will I cut off; 
But the horns of the righteous shall be exalted. 

76 IN Judah in God known : his name itt great in Israel. 
In Salem also is Ids tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. 
There brake he the arrows of the bow, yyvi 

Tl>e shield, and the sword, and the battle, ^ ^ L-XXVl. 

Thou art more glorious awrf excellent than the mountains of prey. 
The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep : 
And none of the men of might have found their hands. 
At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
Both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. 
Thou, even thou, nrMo be feared : 

And who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry t 
Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven ; 
The earth feared, and was still. 
When God arose to judgment. 
To save all the meek of the earth. 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee : 
The remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 
Vow, and pay unto the Lord your Goil : 

Let all that be round about him bring prosenu unto him that 
ought to be feared. 
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He shall cut off the spirit of princes : 
He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

77 I CRIED unto God with my voice, 

Even unto God with my voice ; and he gave ear unto me. 

P 1 I XXVII I" the day of my trouble I sought the Lord : 

My sore ran in the night, and ceased not : 
My soul refuBed to be comforted. 
I remembered Gotl, and was troubled : 
I complained, and my spirit wag overwhelmed. 
Thoa holdest mine eyes waking ; 
I am 80 troubled that I cannot speak. 

I have considered tlie days of old, the years of ancient times. 
I call to remembrance my song in the night : 
I commune with mine own heart : 
And my spirit made diligent search. 
Will the Lord cast off for ever % 
And will lie be favourable no more] 
Is liis mercy clean gone for ever? 
Doth his promise fail for evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious t 
Hath he in anger shut up liis tender mercies t 
And I said, This in my infirmity : 
Bui I mill remember the years of the right hand of the most 

. High- 
I will remember the works of the Lord : 
Surely I will remember thy wonders of old. 
I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 
Thy way, God, is in the sanctuary : 
Who i« Ko great a Got! as our God T 
Thou art the God that doest wonders : 
Thou hast declared thy strength among the people. 
Thou hast witli thine arm redeemed thy people, 
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 
The watera saw thee, O Gwi, 
The waters saw thee ; they were afraid : 
The deptlis also were troubled. 
The clouiis poure<l out water : 
The skies sent out a sound : 
Thine an-ows also went abroad. 
The voice of tliy thunder u^as in the heaven ; 
The lightnings lightened the world : 
The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
And thy footsteps are not known. 
Tliou leddest thy people like a flock 
By the liand of Moses and Aaron. 
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80 GITE ear, O Shepherd of Israel, PsaJ» LXXX. 

Tliou that Icadeat Joseph like a flock ; 

Thou that dwelleat hettveen the cheruhima, shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjaniin and Manas3eh 

Stir up thy strength, and come and save us. 

Turn us again, O God, 

And cause thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, 

How long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people ? 

Thou feedest them with the bread of tears ; 

And givest them tears to drink in great measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : 

And our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Turn us again, O God of hosts. 

And cause thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved. 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : 

Tliou hast cast out tlie heathen, and planted it. 

Thou preparedst room before it, 

And didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. 

The hills were covered with the shatlow of it, 

And the boughs thereof w-fre like the goodly cedars. 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea. 

And her branches unto the river. 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, 

So that all they which pass by the way do pluck her 1 

The boar out of tlio wood doth waste it. 

And the wild beast of the field doth devour it. 

Return, we beseech thee, O Ootl of hosts : 

Look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine 

And the ^Tneyard which thy right hand hath planted, 

And the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. 

It ig burned with fire, it w» cut down : 

They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 

Upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 

So will not we go back from tliee ; 

Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. 

Turn us again, O Lono God of hosts, 

Cause thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved. 

84 HOW amiable are thy tabernacles, Psalm LXXXIV. 

O Lord of hosts ! 

My soul longeth, yea, even faintcth for tlie courts of the Lord : 

My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young. 

Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 
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Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : 

They will be still praising thee. 

Blessed is the man wlioae streugth vi in thee ; 

In whose heart are the ways of th«m. 

Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well ; 

The rain also filleth the pools. 

They go from strength to strength, 

Every one of (h-iim in Zion appwireth before God. 

LoBD God of hosts, hear my prajrer : 
Give ear, Got! of Jacob. 
Behold, God our sliield, 
And look upon the fat-e of thine anointed. 
For a rlay in thy cuurta is better than a thousand. 

1 hod rather be a doorkeeper in tlie liouso of my God, 
Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
For the Lord God w a sun and shield ; 
The Lord will give grace and glory : 

No good ihini/ will he withhold from thom that walk uprightly. 
O LoiiD of hosts, bleased is the man that brust«th in thee. 

85 LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land : 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 

1 T Yvvv ^^''^^"^ ^"^^ forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
Tliou host covered all their sin. 
Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : 
Tliou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. 
Turn us, O God of our salvation, 
And cause thine anger toward us to ceaae. 
Wilt thou be angiy with us for everl 
Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations 1 
Wilt thou not revive us again : 
That thy people may rejoice in thee 1 
Shew us thy mexcy, O Lord, 
And grant us thy salvation. 
I will hear what God the Loud will speak : 
For he will sjiottk peace unto his people, and to his saints : 
But lot tliem not turn again to fully. 
Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him ; 
Tliat gloiy may dwell in our land. 
Mercy anrl truth are met t<igether ; 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth ; 
And rigbt«ousn&ss shall lcK<k down from heaven. 
Yea, the Lord sliall give thtU which is good; 
And our land shall yield her increase. 
Righteousness shall go before him ; 
And shall sot ua in the way of his steps. 
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86 BOW dovm thine ear, O Lobd, hear me • Psalm LXXXVI. 
For I am poor and neetly. 
Preserve my soul ; for I am holy : 

thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. 
Be merciful unto me, O Lord : 

For I cry unto thee daily. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant : 

For unto thee, Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For thou, Lord, art. good, and i-eady to forgive ; 

And plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer ; 

And attend to the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee : 

For thou wilt answer me. 

Among the gods tkere is none like unto thee, O Lord ; 

Neither are there auif ioorks like unto thy works. 

All nations whom tliou Imst made 

Shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; 

And shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous things : 

Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord ; I will walk in thy truth : 

Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

1 will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart : 
And I will glorify thy imme for evermore. 

For great w thy mercy toward mo : 

And thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 

O God, the proud are risen against me. 

And the assemblies of violent men Itave sought after my 

soul ; 
And have not set thee before them. 

But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
Longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 
O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me ; 
Give thy strength unto thy servant. 
And save the son of thine handmaid. 
Shew me a token for good ; 

Tliat they which Itate me may see il, and be ashamed : 
Because thou^ Lobd, hast holpen me, and comforted me. 



TQ—ThiM pmUm ha$ bten tUtribuUd to M«H$, heeautt of A> ramhluMt nf 
teacAina to FtntatMeh {k« Dent xxxii.), lehiek tKt Jtwt httd to b« (Ae 
vork qf Mo»a. Date perhaps 609, whm, Jvnnk died, but probcMy later. 

90 L0E£>, thou haet been our dwelling place in all generatioiu. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 



344 



THE LITERARY MAN'S BIBLE [psaltkh 



Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, IIkju art God. 
P 1 xr Thou turuest man to defitnietion ; 

And sayest, Return, ye children of men. 
For a thousand years in thy sight 
Are btU as yesterday when it is pa8t> 
And as a watch in the night. 
Thou cArriest them away as with a flood ; they are as a 

sleep : 
In the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 
In the morning it flouriaheth, and groweth up ; 
In the evening it is cut down, and withoreth. 
For we are consumed by thine anger, 
An<l by thy WTath are we fci'oubled. 
Thou hast set our iniquities l>efore thee, 
Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
For all our days are passed away in thy wrath : 
We spend our years as a tale th-at w told. 
The days of our years arc threescore years and ten ; 
And if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, 
Yet is their strength labour and sorrow; 
For it is soon cut ofi^ and we fly away. 
Who knoweth the power of thine anger ? 
Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath, 
So teach ws to number our days, 
Tliat we may apply our heai-ts unto wisdom. 
Return, O Loitn, how long ? 
And let it repent thee concerning thy servants. 
O satisfy us early with thy mercy ; 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the dayvS tvherein thou hast afflicted 

us, 
And the years wherein we have seen evil. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 
And thy glory unto their children. 
And let the beauty of the Lobd our God be upon us : 
And establish thou the work of our liands upon us ; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 



91 HE that dwellcth in the secret place of the most 

High 
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

Pialna -XCI ^ ^' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ LoBD, He w my refuge and my 

fortress : 
My God : in him will I trust. 

barely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
Aiid from the noisome pestilence. 
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He shall cover thee with his feathers, 

And under his Mongs shalt thou trust ; 

His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

Thou ahalt not be afraid for the terror by night ; 

Nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; 

2ior for the pestilence that watketh in darkness ; 

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, 

And ten thousand at thy right hand ; 

Bui it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see 

The reward of the wicked. 

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, 

Sven the most High, thy habitation ; 

There shall no evil befall thee, 

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee. 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder : 

The young lion and tlie dragon shalt thou trample under 

feet. 
Because he hath set his love upon me, tlierefore will I deliver 

him : 
I will set htm on high, because he hath known my name. 
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him : 
I tinll be with hini in trouble ; 
I will deliver liim, and honour him. 
Witli long life will I satisfy him, a:id shew him my salvation. 



96 O SING unto the Lord a new song : 

Sing unto the Lord, atl the earth. 

Sing unto the Loud, ble«j his name ; 

Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the heathen. 

His wonders among all people. 

For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised : 

He t« to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols : 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him : 

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Give unto the Lord the glory dtte unto his name : 

Bring an offering, and come into hia coorts. 



FtalmXOVL 
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O worship the Lobd in the beauty of holiness : 

Fear before him, all the earth. 

Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneih : 

The world also tihall be eHtablished that it shall not be moved : 

He shall judge the people righteously. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and lot the earth be glad ; 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 

Let the field be joyful, and all that w therein : 

Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LoBD : for 

ho Cometh, 
For he cometh to judge the earth : 
Ho shall judge the world with righteousnees, and the people with 

his truth. 

98 O SING unto the Lord a new song ; 
For he hath done marvellous things : 

His right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him 
the victory. 
The Lord hath made known his salvation : 
His righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the 

heathen. 
He hath remembered his mercy and his tnith toward the house 

of Israel ; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth : 
Make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 
Sing unto the Lord with the harp ; 
With the harp, and the voice of a psalm. 
With trumpets and sound of cornet 
Make a joyiul noise before the Lord, the King. 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof ; 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 
Let the floods clap their hands : 
Let the lulls be joyful together before the LoBO ; for he cometh 

to judge the earth : 
With righteousness sliaU he judge the world, 
And the people with equity. 



103 BLESS the Lord, O my soul : 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Pftftl OllI 1^'^**" the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits : 
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
Wtio heaJeth all thy diseases ; 
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; 
Who crowneth theo with lovingkindness and tender merciee j 
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good Ihirujs ; 
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So that thy youth ia renewed like the eagle's. 

The LoBD executeth righteousness 

And judgment for all that are oppressed. 

He made koown his ways unto Moses, 

His acts unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always elude : 

Neither will he keep Aw anger for ever. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins ; 

Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven ia high above the earth. 

So great is hia mercy toward them that fear him. 

As far as the cast is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our tninsgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitietli his children, 

So the LoKD pitietli them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame ; 

He remembereth that we are dust. 

As/or man, his days are as grass : 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

For tlie wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 

And the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lono w from everlasting to everlasting upon 

them that fear him, 
And his righteousness unto children's children ; 
To such as keep his covenant, 

And to those tliat remember his commandments to do them. 
The LoBD hath prepared his throne in the heavens ; 
And his kingdom nileth over all. 
Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 

That excel in strength, that do his commandments, 
Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 
Bless yo the Lord, all ye his hosts ; 
Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, lUl his works in all places of his doniinioo : 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

104- BLESS the Lord, O my aoul. P»*lm CIV. 

O Lord my God, thou art very great ; 

Thou art clotheti with honour and majesty. 

Who coverest thygd/ with light as with a garment : 

Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain : 

Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters : 

Wlio makoth the clouds his chariot : 

Wlio walkcth upon the wings of the wind : 

Who maketh his augels spirits ; his uumstets a flauung fire : 
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Who laid the foundations of the earth, 

That it should not be removed for ever. 

Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment : 

Tlie waters stood above the mountains. 

At thy rebuke they fled ; 

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 

They go up by tlie mountaina ; 

They go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast 

founded for them. 
Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over ; 
That they turn not again to cover the earth. 
He aendeth the springs into the valleys, 
Which run among the hills. 
They give drink to every beast of the field : 
The wild asses quench their thirst. 

By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation. 
Which sing among the branches. 
He watereth the hills from hia chambers : 
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. 
Ho causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 
And herb for the sors'icc of man : 
That he may bring forth food out of the earth ; 
And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
And oil to make hig face to shine, 
And bread which strengtheneth man's heart. 
Tlie trees of the Lord aro full of gap ; 
The cedars of Tjebanon, which he hath planted; 
Where the birds make their nests : 
As for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 
The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats ; 
Atid the rocka for the conies. 
He appointed the moon for seasons ; 
The sun knoweth his going down. 
Thou makest darkness, and it is night: 
Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep /or^A. 
The young lions roar after their prey. 
And seek their meat from God. 
The Bun ariseth, they gather themselves together, 
And lay them down in their dens. 
Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the 

evening. 
O Lord, how manifold aro thy works ! 
In wisdom hast thou made them all : 
The earth ia full of thy riches. 
So is this great and wide sea, 
Wherein are things creeping innumerable, 
Both small and great beasts. 
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There go the ships : 

Then ia that leviathan, ichom thou hast made to play therein. 

These wait all upon thee ; 

That thou mayest give them their meat in dae season. 

Thai thou givest them they gather : 

Thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good. 

Thou htdeat thy face, they are troubled : 

Thou takest away their breath, tliey die. 

And return to their dust. 

Thou sendcst forth thy spirit, they are created : 

And thou renewe,st the face of the earth. 

The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever : 

The Lord shall rejoice in his works. 

He looketh on the earth, and it trenibleth : 

He toucheth the hills, and they smoke. 

I will aing unto the Lord as long as I live : 

I will sing praise to my God while T have my being. 

My meditation of him shall be sweet r 

I will be glad in the Lord. 

Let the sinners b* con.simied out of the earth, 

And let the wicked be no more. 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise ye the Lord. 



Pnim 
CVlI. 



107 O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is goo<l : 

For hie mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the retleemed of the Lord say «o, 

Whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy j 

And gathered them out of the lands, 

From the east, and from the weat, from the north, and from the 

south. 
They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ; 
They found no city to dwell in. 
Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 
Then tliey cried unto the Lord in tlieir trouble, 
And he delivered them out of their distresses. 
And he led them forth by the right way, 
Tliat they might go to a city of habitation. 
Oh that men would praise the \j3K.D/or his goodness, 
And for hia wonderful works to the children of men 1 
For he satisfieth tlie longing soul, 
And filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 
Such OS sit in darkness and in the sliadow of death, 
Being bound in affliction and iron ; 
Because they rebelled against the words of God, 
And contemned the counsel of the moat High : 
Therefore he brought down tlieir heart with labour ; 
They fell down, and there teas none to help. 




Then they cried unto the Lohd in their trouble, 

And he saved thom out of tlieir difltrefisee. 

He brought them out of d&rknesa and the shadow of death, 

And brake their ban<ls in sunder. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord /or his goodness. 

And /or his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

For hn hath broken the gat«'^ of brass. 

And cut the bars of iron in sunder. 

Fools because of their transgi-ession, 

And because of their iniquities, are afflicted. 

Tlieir soul abhorreth all manner of meat ; 

And they draw ne<ir unt« the gates of death. 

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble^ 

And he saveth them out of tlieir distresses. 

He sent his word, and liealed them. 

And delivered them from tlieir destructions. 

Oh that men would praise the LoRD_/br his goodness, 

Andycr his wonderful works to the children of men I 

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

And declare his works with rejoicing. 

They that go down to the sea in ships, 

That do business in great waters ; 

These see the works of the Lord, 

And his wondere in the deep. 

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, 

Which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

They mount up to the heaven, they go down again 

depths : 

Their soul is melted because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man. 
And are at their wit's end. 
Then they cry unto the Lobd in their trouble, 
And he bringeth them out of their distresses. 
He maketb the storm a calm, 
So that the waves thereof are still. 
Then are they glad because they lie quiet ; 
So he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 
Oh that tneu would praise the LoRDy&r liis goodness, 
Andybr his wonderful works to the children of men ! 
Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, 
And praise him in the asaembiy of the elders. 
He turneth rivers into a wilderness. 
And the waterspringa into dry ground ; 
A fruitful land into barrenness, 
For the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 
He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, 
And dry ground into watersprings. 
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And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, 

That they may prepare a city for habitation ; 

And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, 

"Which may yield fruits of increase. 

He bleiweth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly ; 

And Huffereth not tlieir cattle to decrease. 

Again, they are minislied and brought low 

Through oppression, affliction, and sorrow. 

He poureth contempt upon princes, 

And causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where (here X9 do 

way. 
Yet Betteth he tlie poor on high from affliction, 
And maketh him, families like a flock. 
The righteous ahalJ see t(, and rejoice : 
And all iniquity shall stop her mouth. 
Whoso w wise, and will observe these things. 
Even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord. 

114 WHEN Israel went out of Egypt, Psalm CXIV. 

The house of Jacob from a people of strange language ; 

Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his domimoo. 

The sea saw i/, and fled : 

Jordan was driven back. 

The mountains skipped like rams, 

And the little hills like lambs. 

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest ? 

Tliou Jordan, that thou wast driven back 1 

Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams ; 

A tid ye little hills, Uke lambs 1 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

At the presence of the God of Jacob ; 

Which turned the rock into a standing water, 

The flint into a fountain of waters. 



116 I LO YE the Lord, because he hath heard 

My voice and ray supplications. 

Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, 

Therefore will I call upon Aim as long as I live. 

The sorrows of death compassed me. 

And the pains of hell gat hold upon me : 

I found tix>uble and sorrow. 

Then caUe<I I upon the name of the Lord ; 

O LoKD, I b<^3eech thee, deliver my soul. 

Gracious ts the Lord, and righteous ; 

Yea, our God u merciful. 

Tlie Lord preserveth the simple : 

J was brought low, and he helped me. 
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Return unto thy rest, O my soul ; 

For the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

For thou hast delivered my aoul from death, 

Mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

I believed, therefore have I spoken : 

I was greatly aSiicted : 

I said in my haste, All men are liars. 

What shall I render unto the Lord 

For all liLs benefits toward me ? 

I will take the cup of salvation. 

And call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows unto the Loud now 

In the presence of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

In the doatli of his saints. 

Lord, truly I am thy servant ; 

1 am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid : 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call upon the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord now 
In tho presence of nil his people, 
In tho courts of the Lords house, 
In the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. 
Praise ye the Lord. 

121 I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
From whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Loud, 
A Song of De- which made heaven and earth. 
, I t ri t ■ ^*^ *^" ^^^ suffer thy foot to be moved : 

iiarngraiilis to ^^ ^^'^^ keepcth thee will not slumber, 
'"nie Psalter.") BcLold, he tlmt keepcth Isi-nel 
Psalm OXXI. Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
Tlie Lord w thy keeper : 
The Lord is ihy sha<^le upon thy right hand. 
The sun slialL not smite thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : 
He shall preserve thy soul. 
The Lord shall preserve tliy going cat and thy coming 

in 
From this time forth, and even for evermore. 

122 I WAS glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. 



psaltkr] 



POETIC SECTION 



35S 



Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem, Psalm 

Jerusalem is builded aa a city that is compact together : CXXII. 

Whither the tribea go up, 

The trihes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, 

To give thanks unto the nHnie of the Lord. 

For there are set thrones of judgment, 

The throne!) of the h«»use of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : 

They shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions' sakes, 

I will now say, Peace 6« within thee. 

Because of the house of the Lord our God 

I will seek thy good. 

126 WHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, 
We were like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, Psalm CXXVI. 

And our tongue with singing : 
Then said they among the heathen, 
The Lord hath done great things for them. 
The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are glad. 
Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the south. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
tcith him. 

127 EXCEPT the Lord build the house, P*«alm CXXVII. 
They labour in vain that buiW it ; 

E.xcept the Lord keep the city, 

The watchman waketh but in vain. 

It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late. 

To eat the bread of sorrows : 

For so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord : 

And the fruit of the womb w his reward. 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man ; 

So are children of the youth. 

Happy M the man that hath his quiver full of them : 

They shall not be ashamed, 

But they shall speak with the enemies in the gate, 



1 33 BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it ia 

For brethren to dwell together in unity I 

/( it like the precious ointment upon the hea4| 



Pxalm 
CXXXIII 
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That ran down upon the bea.rfl, even Aaron's beard : 

That went down to the skirts of his garments ; 

As the dew of Hermon, and as lh« dew that descended upon the 

mountains of Zion : 
For there the Lord commanded the blessing, 
Eveti life for evermore. 



Datt, torn* lime a/ttr the Jtnbj/Iunuin Erilr jmAahfy n long tim^. aftrr. 
Similar cireumManrtA (e. r. th* itl-trecUmetU o/ Ihe Samaritan ftariy or 
the Sifrian forty) auggrded tA^rftnrrenee o/the old/t«limf§ in exite. 

1 37 BY the rivers of Babylon, 
There we sat down, yea, we wept. 

When we remembered Zion. 
P«]ni CXXXVIL ^g hanged our harps 

Upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

For there they that carried us away captive required of us a 

Bong ; 
And they that wast^nl us required of us mirth, tai/inff, 
Bing us otie of the songs of Zion. 
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land 7 
If I forget thee, O Jeruaalem, 
Let my right hand forget her cvnning. 
If I do not remember thee, 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; 
If I prefer not Jenisaleni above my chief joy. 
Remember, O IjOeid, the cFiildreii of Edom 
In the day of Jerusalem ; who said. Rase it, rase it, 
Eveti, to the foundation thereof. 
O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed ; 
Happy eh^l he be, that rewardeth thee 
As thou hast served us. 
Happy shall he be, that taketh 
And daaheth thy little onett agaiiist the stones. 

139 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known nie. 

Thou knowest my duwiisitting aiul mine uprising, 

Thou understandest my thought afar offl 
Thou co!npaa.sest my path and my lying down, 

And art acquainted nnlh all my ways. 

For there w* not a woi'd in my tongue. 

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast bewt me beliind and before, 

And laid thine lian<) upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 
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Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

Or whither shall I floe from thy presence ? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there : 

If I make my be<l in hell, behold, thou art there. 

If I take the winga of the morning, 

Aivd dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea ; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; 

Even the night shall be light about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; 

But the night shinetli as the day : 

The darknesa and the light ar« both alike to thee. 

For thou hast posseesed my reins : 

Thou ha«t covered me in my mother's womb. 

I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully cmd wonderfully made: 

Marvellous are thy works ; 

And ihfU my soul knoweth right well. 

My substance was not hid from thee, 

"When I was made in secret, 

A nd curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect J 

And in thy book all my members were written, 

Wfiich in continuance were fashioned, when a» yet th«r« wat none 

of them. 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God I 
How great is the sum of them ! 
If I should count them, they are more in number than the 

sand : 
When I awake, I am still with thee. 
Surely thou wilt alay the wicked, O God : 
Depart from me therefore, ye bloody tnen. 
For they speak against thee wickedly, 
Aiid thine enemies take thy name in vain. 
Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee t 
And am not I grieved with those that rise op against 

thee? 
I hate them with perfect hatred : I count tboA mine PnomJM. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart ! 
Try me, and know my thoughts : 
And see if there 6« any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 

144 BLESSED ft« the Lord my strength, P»»lm CXLFV. 

Which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight : 
My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and mj de- 
liverer ; 
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My shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people 

under me. 
Lord, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him ! 
Or the son of man, that thou makest account of him I 
Man is like to vanity : 

His days are as a shadow that passeth away. 
Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down : 
Touch the mountains, and they shall smuke. 
Cast forth lightning, and scatter them : 
Shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them. 
Send thine hand from above ; 
Rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, 
From the hand of strange children ; 
Whose mouth speaketh vanity, 
And their right hand w a right hand of falsehood. 
I will sing a new song unto thee, O God : 
Upon a, psaltery niui an instrument of ten strings will I sing 

praises unto thee. 
It ia he that gi\'eth salvation unto kings : 
Who deUvereth David his servant from the hurtful sword- 
Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children. 
Whose month speaketli vanity, 
And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood : 
That our sons mai/ be as plants grown up in their youth j 
Thai our daughters mai/ be as corner stones, polished <ifter the 

similitude of a palace : 
That our gamers viat/ be full, affording all manner of store : 
Thai our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in 

our streets : 
That our oxen may bo strong to labour ; 
That there be no breaking in, nor going out ; 
That there be no complaining in our streets. 
Happy u that people, that is in such a case : 
Tea, happy is that people, whose Gtod ie the Lord. 

147 PRAISE ye the Lord : 
For it is good to sing praises unto our God ; 
Paalm CXLVII ^^^ *' ^ pleasant; and praise is comely. 
The Lohd doth build up Jerusalem : 
He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 
He healeth the broken in hearty 
And bindeth up their wounds. 
He telleth the number of the stars ; 
He calleth them aU by their names. 
Great m our Lobd, and of great power : 
His understanding w infinite. 
The Lord lifteth up the meek : 
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He CAsteth the wicked down to the ground. 

Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 

Sing praise upon the harp unto our God : 

Who coveretli the heaven with clouds, 

Who prepareth rain for the earth, 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 

He giveth to the beast his food, 

And to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse : 

He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, 

In those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem ; praise thy God, Zion. 

For be hath strengthened tlie bars of thy gatee ; 

He hath blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders, 

Afui filieth thee with the finest of the wheat. 

He aendeth forth his commandment upon earth : 

His word runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool : 

He acattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels : 

Who can stand before his cold ? 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : 

He causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

He sheweth his word unto Jacob, 

Hia statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation : 

And as for his judgments, they have not known them. 

Praise ye the Lord. 



THE 

SONG OF SOLOMON 

Caatlelei. — Ha date u the fowiik cciUury probably— perhaps rrmtanpomncaut 
icUh ihc older part* of Prwrrbt — or pcrhapt as late at the third or teamd 
century. 

It would have £««» felt to h» a tlrange omi$ti<m if HA/rme liUraturt did mat 
eoTiiain some tptrimtn of entie $oHg§. HUm i$ cUarly an Epithalamium, 
ptrkapi (vTitUtirig of itveral bridal tong* tung during the seven-day 
7narriage fetlival, when ^ bridegroom was looked upon at a king 
{Solomon) and hit bride at a qtteen. According to Oriental ideas, tk* 
lore hare depicted mwa( be eo/njugai low, iMt the love qf an amorous girl. 
The fieliitg for nature rttnimli ont </ Theocritui, with ¥>ho7n a parol M 
could be eanly made out. One or tuKi suppotiHonl mutt be diaearded. 

(1) It cannot have been one of the 1,005 50»yi of Soloiium, 1 Kiugj ir. S2. 

(2) It eannot be trplai-ned as allegory. 

But have we here the fragments of a drama t In this ease Solvuum, the 
Shulaviite {Sulamith), the daughters of JtrusaUrm, and a yowng shepherd 
lover are the dramatis persona : and the story refers to the abduetiim of a 
youiig and beavii/iU girl for Solomon's harem, her faithfvJness to her 
shepherd lover (tee Senan, " Le Cantique de IJiantiqtKS," I'aris, 1891), 
and her final restoration to her home. 

But it is dauib^ful vrhether tJu- dranuUie sekemt ea* h* made out, 
some have inade Solomon the hcrii ami not the villain if the piece. 7%i ■ 
real ohjeetion, however, is thai tlte Jeifith liternry ahilihj did not include 
the dramatic gift. There is no drama among the Semites (frw/ ef. the story 
of the Alexandrian Jev<, Ezekiel, who is supposed to have made a Orttk 
drama out of the story of the JSeodiw). fiarts of Job and Isaiah are 
dramatic, but not in the formal sense (e. f^. the arrival of tlie Babgloni 
king among the shades of the dead kings. ' ' Lucifer, Son of the Homing ")| 
Betides, no drama oouid be so short as this, e^teeieUly m we have to reehMt' 
several dumges of aeesM, 

Whenever the separate songs were written, their present form as put 
together thotcs obvious signs of awkward patching and textual corruption. 



1 THE Bong of songs, which in Solomon's. 

Let him kiss mo with the kisses of his mouth : 

For thy love is better than wine. 

BecauRe of the savour of thy good ointmenta 

Tliy name is as ointment poured forth, 

Therefore do the virgins love thee. 

Draw me, we will run aft+T thoe : 

The king hath brought me into his chambers : 

We will be glad and rejoice in theo, 

We will remember thy love more than wine : 

The upright love thoe. 

I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

As the tenta of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

Look not upon me, because I am black, 
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Because the sun hath looked upon me : 

My mother's children were angry with me ; 

They made me keeper of the vineyards ; 

But mine own vineyard Iiave I not kept. 

Tell me, O thou whom my soul lovetli, wherejthou feedest, 

Where thou makest ihyjlock to rest at noon : 

For why should I be a.s one tliat tumeth aside by the flocks of 

thy companionH ? 
If thou know notj O thou fairest among women, 
Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the dock, 
And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tenta. 

1 have compared thee, my love, 

To a company of horses in rharaoh's chariota 

Thy cheeks are comely with rows qf jewels. 

Thy neck with chains of gold. 

We will make thee boixlers of j?oId with studs of silver. 

While the king gitteth at his table, 

My spikenard sendcth forth the smell thereof. 

A bundle of myrrli i* roy well beloved unto me ; 

He shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. 

My beloved ijt unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards 

of En-gedi. 
Behold, thou art fair, roy love ; 
Behold, thou art fair ; tihou hast doves' eyes. 
Behold, tliou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant : 
Also our bed w green. 
The beams of our house arn cedar, and oar rafters of fir. 

2 1 AM the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 
As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought mo to the banqueting house. 

And his banner over me wcm love. 

Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples : 

For I am sick of love. 

His left hand is under my head. 

And his right hand clotli embrace me. 

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

By the roes, and by the hinds of the field. 

That ye stir not up. nor awake my love, till be please. 

The voice of my beloved I behold, he cometh 

I^eaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart : 

Behold, ho Htandt-th lK>hinii our wall, 
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He looketh forth at the windows, 

Shewing himself through the lattice. 

My beloved spake, and said unto me, 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; 

The flowers appear on the eai-th ; 

The time of the singing of birds is come, |J 

And the voice of the turtle ia heard in our land ; 

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 

And the vines with the tender grape give a good smeU. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret placet 

of the stairs, 
Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice ; 
For sweet w thy voice, and thy countenance w comely. 
Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines : 
For our vines haiv tender grapes. 
My beloved is mine, and I am Ids : he feedeth among tlie 

lilies. 
Until the day break, and the sliadows flee away, 
Tum^ my beloved, f I 

And be thou like a roe or a young hart 
Upon the mountains of Bether. 

3 BY night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth : 

1 sought him, but I found him not. 
I will rise now, and go about the city 
In the streets, and in the broad ways 
I will seek liim whom my soul loveth : 
I sought him, but I found hitn not. 
Tlic watchmen that go about the city found me ; 
To whom I iiaid. Saw ye him whom my soul loveth T 
It was but a little that I passed from them, 
But I found him whom my soul loveth : 
I held him, and would not let him go, 
Until I had brought him into my mother's house, 
And into the chamber of her that conceived me. 
I charge you, O ye daughters of Jeruaalem, 
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please. 
Who ia this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars c^ 

smoke, 
Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 
With all powdei-9 of the merchant ? 
Behold his bed, which i.s Solomon's ; 

Threescore valiant men are about it^ of the valiant of IsraeL 
They all hold swords, beiny expert in war : 
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Every man hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the 

night. 
King ^lomoQ made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. 
He made the pillars thereof o/" silver, 
The bottom thereof rt/"gold, tlie covering of it o/* purple, 
The midst thereof being paved ttnth love, 
For the daughters of Jerusalem. 
Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, 
And behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his moUier 

crowned him 
In the day of his espousals, 
And in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

4 BEHOLD, thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou art fair ; 
Thou hiisl doves' eyes within thy locks : 

Thy hair tw as a flock of goats, that appear from mount Qilead. 
Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which 

came up from the washing ; 
Whereof every one boar twins, and none w barren among them. 
Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech w comely : 
Tliy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. 
Thy neck is like the tower of Davi<I builded for an armoury, 
Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty 

men. 
Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, 
Which feed among the lilies. 
Until the day bretik, and the shadows flee away, 
I witll get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of 

frankincense. 
Thou art all fair, my love ; there is no spot in thee. 
Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon : 
Look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and 

Hermon, 
From the Uons' dens, from the mountains of the leopards. 
Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse ; 
Thou hast ra%'ished my heart with one of thine eyea, 
With one chain of thy neck. 
How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse I 
How much better is thy love than wine ! 
And the smell of thine ointments than all spices I 
Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as tho honeycomb : 
Honey and milk are under thy tongue ; 
And the smell of thy garments U like the smell of Lebanon. 
A garden inclosed u my sister, my spouse ; 
A spring shut up, a fountain sealed. 

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits ; 
Camphire, with spikenard, spikenard and saffiron ; 
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Calamus and cinnamoo, with all trees of frankincense ; 

Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices : 

A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 

And streams from Lebanon. 

Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou sontfa ; 

Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. 

Let my beloved come into his g^irden, 

And eat his pleasant fruits. 

5 I AM come into my garden, my sister, my spouse : 

I have gathered my myrih with my Rpice ; 

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey ; 

I have drunk ray wine with luy milk : 

Eat, O frieuda ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 

I sleep, liut my heart waketh : 

It M the voice of my beloved that knocketh, Baying, 

Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled : 

For my head is filled with dew, 

A^id my locks with the drops of t!ie night. 

I have put oiT'my coat ; how shall I put it onl 

I have washed my feet; how shall I defile themf 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, 

And my bowels were movwl for him. 

I rose up to open to lay beloved ; 

And my hands dropped with myrrh, 

And my fingers Tcith sweet smelling myrrh, 

Upon the handles of the lock. 

I opened to my beloved ; 

But my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: 

My soul failed when he spake ; 

I sought him, but I could not find him ; 

I called him, but he gave me no answer. 

The watchmen that went alxiut the city found me, 

They smote me, they wounded me ; 

The keepers of the walls took away my veil from me. 

I charge you, O daugliters of Jerusalem, 

If ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, 

That I am. sick of love. 

What w thy beloved more than atiother beloved, O thou fairest 

among women I 
What it) thy Iwloved more than another beloved, that thou dost 

80 charge us ) 
My beloved is white and ruddy, 
The chiefest among ten thousand. 
His head is as the most fine gold. 
His locks are bushy, and black as a raven. 
His eyes are as t/ns eyes of dovoa by the rivers of waters, 
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Washed with milk, wtd fitly set. 
His cheeks are as a bed of spioes, as sweet flowers i 
His lips ^v^ lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh. 
His hands are an gold rings set with the beryl : 
Uis belly u a» bright ivory overlaid with sapphirea. 
' His legs arv aa pillars of n)arble, set upon socketn of fine gold : 
His countenance is as Ijcbanon, exoellent as the cedars. 
His mouth u most sweet : yea, he is altogether lovely. 
This in my beloved, and this w my friend, O daughters of 
Jerusalem. 

6 WHITH ER is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women 1 
Whither is thy beloved turned aside ? that we may seek him with 

tliee. 
My beloved is gone down into his gartien, to the beds of spices, 
To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 
I am my beloved's, an<l my beloved t« mine : 
He feedeth among the lilies. 
Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, 
Comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. 
Turn away thine ejen from me, for they have overcome me: 
Thy liair w as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. 
Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, 
Whereof every one beareth twins, and there ia not one barren 

attiong them. 
As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks. 
There are threesc^ore queens, and fourscore concubines, 
And virgins without nuiiil)er. 
My dove, my uudefiled is but one; 
She i» the only one of her mother. 
She is the choice one of her that bare her. 
Tlie daughters saw her, and blessed her; 
Yta, the queens and tlte concubines, and they praised her. 
Who M she that looketh forth as the morning, 
Fair as the moon, clear as the sun. 
And terrible as an army with banners t 
I went down into the garden of nuts to nea the fruits of the 

valley, 
Aitd io aee whether tlie vine flourished, and the pomegranates 

budded. 
Or ever I was aware, my soul made me liht the chariots of 

Ammi-nadib. 
lletum, return, O Shulamite ; 
Return, return, that we may look upon thee. 
What will ye see in the Shulamite I 
As it were the company of two armiee^ 
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7 HOW beautiful are thy feet with shoe«, O prince's daughtar I 
The joints of thy thighs are like jcau? els, 
The work of the bands of a cunning workman. 
Thy navel u like a round goblet, which wanteth uok liquor : 
Tlty belly ie like an heap of wheat set about with lilies. 
Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. 
Thy neck u as a tower of ivory ; 
Thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of Batli- 

rabbim : 
Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward 

Damascus. 
Thine head upon thee u like Carmel, 
And the hair of thine head like purple ; 
The king is held in the galleries. 

How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights ! 
This thy stature is like to a palm tree, 
And thy bi^easts to clusters of grapes. 
I said, I will go up to the palm tree, 
I will take hold of the boughs thereof : 
Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, 
And the smell of thy nose like apples ; 
And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, 

that goetli (iatmi sweetly, 
Causing the lips of tliosc that are asleep to speak. 
I am my beloved's, and his desire is toward ino. 
Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; 
Let us lodge in the villages. 
Let us get up early to the vineyards ; 

Let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, 
And the pomegranates bud forth : 
There will I give thee my loves. 
The mandrakes give a smell, 
And at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruitM, new and 

old, 
Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 

8 O THAT thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasta 

of my mother ! 
When I should find thee without, I would kiss thee ; 
Yea, I should not be despised. 
I would lead thee, and bring thoe into my mother's house, who 

would instruct me : 
I would cause thee to drink of spioed wine of the juice of my 

pomegranate. 
His left hand shmdd be under my head. 
And his right hand should embrace mo. 
I charge you, O daugliters of Jerusalem, 
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That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, until he please. 

Who t* this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon 

her beloved 1 
I raiBcd thee up under the apple tree : 
There thj mother brought thee forth : 
There she brought thee forth that bare thee. 
Bet me as a seal upon thine heart, 
As a seal upon thuio arm : 
For love w strong as death ; 
Jealousy ia cruel as the grave : 
The coals thereof are coals of fire, 
Which hath a most vehement flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
Neitner can the floods drown it : 

If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, 
It would utterly be contemned. 
We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts : 
What shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be 

spoken for? 
If she be a wall, we wiU build upon her a palace of silver : 
And if she ht a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar. 
I am a wall, and my breasts like towers : 
Then was I in his eyes as one that found favour. 
Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamoo j 
He let out the vineyard unto keepers ; 
Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand jnecea of 

silver. 
My vineyardj which i* mine, is before me : 
Thou, O Solomon, mtut have a thousand. 
And those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. 
Tliou that dwellest in the gardens, 
The companions hearken to thy voice ; 
Cause me to hear it. 
Make haste, my beloved, 
And be thou like to a roe or to a young hart 
Upon the mouutalns of spices. 
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LaJDentatloni. — T?l^ idea thn/. Jrrrmiah itia-i lAo au/haf of " LamrniuXimu " it 
ba»cd cm 2 Chrou. xxxv. 25, in tchirJi JertmiaJi i> »iiid to have aung a 
Inmenlalion/ar the ihad kituj Jonah. But cv*n rhnpn. ii. and iv., ftiottd 
fure {which an ihf best, m thought and sttfte and might he p rese r ved /or 
Jeremiah), are dependent crn Jiielciel. The word "rinon" (ij. 9) u 
upecially Ezekielian, and it. 14 ihould be eotnpared v»th Ecekiel ziiL 
and xxii. 28. "Thorn pUatant to the. eyt" (ii. 4) occurs in Eeekiel 
xxiv. 18, 21, 25. Date probably »oon after the capture of Jenualem. 
Some Kme after 686. 

The finai form of the bookperhapt a* lale a« fourth eetUury. 

2 HOW hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with » 

cloud in his anger, 

And cast down from heaven nnto the earth the 
beauty of Israel, 
And remembered not his footstool in the day of his anger ! 
The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and 

hath not pitied : 
He hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds o( the 

daughter of Judah ; 
He hath brought tliem down to the ground ; he hatli polluted 

the kingdom and the princes thereof. 
He hath cut off in Aw fierce anger all the horn of Israel : 
He hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, 
And he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, tvhich devoureth 

round about. 
He bath bent his bow like an enemy : he stood with his right 

hand an an adversary, 
And Hlew all ihnt toern pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of 

the daugliter of Zion : 
He poured out his fury like fire. 

Tlie Lord was as an enemy : he hath swallowed up Israel, 
He bath swallowed up all her palaces : he hath destroyed hia 

strong holds, 
And hath increased in tho daughter of Judah mourning and 

lamentation. 
And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it tcere of 

a garden : he hath detstroyed his places of the assembly : 
The Lord hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be 

forgotten in Zion, 
And hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and 

the priest. 
The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, 
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He hath given up into the hand of the enemy the walla of her 

palaoeci; 
They have made a noiae in th^ house of the Lord, bb io the day 

of a solemn feast. 
The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of 

Zion : 
He[ hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand 

from destroying : 
Therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament ; they 

languished together. 
Her gates are sank into* the ground ; he hath destroyed and 

broken her bars : 
Her king and her princes are among the Gentiles : 
The law i$ no tnore ; her prophets ako find oo vision from the 

Lord. * 
The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and 

keep silence : 
They have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded 

themselves with sackcloth : 
The vii^ins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground. 
Mine eyes do fail with teai-s, my bowels are troubled. 
My liver is poured upon tlio eartli, for the destruction of the 

daughter of my people ; 
Because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of 

the city. 
They say to theii" mothei-s, Wliere w com and wine T 
When they swoiHied as the wounded in the streets of the city, 
When their soul was pounxl out into their mothers' bosom. 
What thing shall I take to witness for thee t what thing shall I 

liken to thee^ O daughter of Jerusalem ? 
What shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin 

daughter of Zion ? 
For thy breach w great like the sea : who can heal thee 1 
Thy pi'ophets have seen vain and f<x>lish tilings for thee : 
And tlioy have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy 

captivity ; 
But have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment. 
All that pa^ by clap (heir lianda at thee ; 
They hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, 

m>/ing, 
la this the city that m«n call The perfection of beauty, The joy 

of the whole earth J 
AH- thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: 
They hiss and gnash the teeth : they say, We have swallowed 

her up : 
Certainly this w the day that we looked for ; we have found, we 

have seen it. 
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The Lord hath done that which he had devised ; he hath fulfilled 
hia word that he had commanded in the days of old : 

He hath throMm down, and hath not pitied : 

And he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set 
up the horn of thine adversaries. 

Tlieir heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, 

Let tears run down like a river day and night : 

Give thyself no rest ; let not the apple of thine eye cease. 

Arise, cry out in the night : in the beginning of the watchee 
pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord : 

Lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children, 

That faint for hunger in the top of every street 

Behold, O Lord, and consider to whom thou hast done this. 

Shall the women eat their fruit, a>id children of a span long? 

Shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuaty uf the 
LoRDi 

Tlie young and the old lie on the ground in the streets : 

My virginfl and my yuung men ai-e fallen by the sword ; 

Tliou hast alain (hem in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, 
and not pitied. 

Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round about, 

So that in the day of the Lord's anger none escaped nor re- 
mained : 

Those that I have swaddled and brought up hath mine enemy 
consumed. 

4 HOW is the gold become dim ! 
Hma is the most fine gold changed I 

IV i-'JS "^^^^ stones of the sanctuary are poured out 
In the top of every street. 
The precious sons of Zion, 
Comparable to fine gold, 
How are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, 
The work of the hands of the potter I 
Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, 
They give suck to their young ones : 
The daughter of my people w become cruel. 
Like the ostriches in the wilderness. 
The tongue of the sucking child 
Cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst : 
The young children ask brood, 
And no man brcaketh it unto them. 
They that did feed delicately 
Are desolate in the streets ; 
They that were brought np in scarlet 
Embrace dunghills. 
for the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people 
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Is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, 

That was overthrown as in a moment, 

And no hands stayed on her. 

Her Nazaritea were purer than snow, 

They were whiter than milk, 

They were more ruddy in body than rubies, 

Their polishing mvm of sapphire : 

Their visage is blacker than a coal ; 

They are not known in the street* : 

Their skin cleaveth to their bones ; 

It is withered, it is become like a stick. 

They thai be slain with the sword are better 

Than they that be slain with hunger : 

For these pine away, 

Stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. 

The hands of the pitiful women 

Have sodden their own children : 

They were their meat in the destruction 

Of the daughter of my people. 

The Lord hath accomplished hie fury ; 

Ho hath poured out his fierce anger, 

And hath kindled a fire in Zion, 

And it hath devoured the foundations thereof. 

The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitanta of the world. 

Would not have believed 

That the ailversary and the enemy should have entered 

Into the gates of Jerusalem. 

For the sins of her prophets, 

And the iniquities of her priests, 

That have shed the blood of the just 

In the midst of her, 

They have wandered 

As blind men in the streets. 

They have polluted themselves with blood. 

So tliAt men could not touch their garmenta. 

Tliey cried unto them. Depart ye ; it is uncleaa ; 

Depart, depart, touch not : 

When they fled away and wandered, they said among the 

heathen, 
They shall no more sojourn thert. 
The anger of the Lord hath divided them ; 
He will no more regard them : 
They respected not the persons of the prieeita, 
They favoured not the elders. 
As for UB, our eyes as yet failed 
For our vain help : 
In our watching we have watched 
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For a nation that could not save tw. 

They hunt our steps, 

That we cannot go in our streets : 

Our end is near, our days are fulfilled ; 

For our end is come. 

Our persecutors are swifter 

Than the eagles of the heaven : 

They pursued us upon the mountains, 

They laid wait for us in the wilderness. 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, 

Was taken in their pits, 

Of whom we said. Under his shadow 

We shall live among the heathen. 

Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, 

That dwellest in the land of Uz ; 

The cup also shall pass through unto thee : 

Thou shalt be drunken, and i^halt make thyself naked. 

The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of 

Zion; 
He will no more carry thee away into captivity: 
He will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom ; 
He will discover thy sins. 
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Provwbi. — Ika* in Ontk jmiod iSrd tmtury], perhaps about S60 B.C. The 
author of " Seel*$iaMieut" aeenu to havt had the book b^ort him in iti 
pruttU form, and his daU ii abotU 800 A.O. 

I^a» tiphoriama do not heluag to popular lore, but to the eoiueiout art\fict of 
a prtaeher or inMnietor. A yrjiuine papuJar proverb, cemcise and pregnant, 
u a very different thing (e.g. 1 Samuel, x. 12, "Tir Sard alao among the 
prophtteV^ There i* itothing of thi* kind in the Book af Prorvrb*. The 
author can hardly be Soloincm, for v* Jlnd the meio that kingihip ruiiu 
the people by taxation (xxir. 4), and o/ao MximiMffi againd tentuality and 
praiee of nuMogamy, all of which would be inconsistent with Solomon's 
authorship. Probably the book has not a single author, but aeveml, at it 
is made up of at least tit portions — (1) i.-ix. ; (2) i.-ixiT. 22 ; (3)iriv. 
23-34 ; (4) xxv.-xxix. ; (.1) xxx. Agur ; (6) xxxi. Lemuel. 

The ticee of a faahiemable toeiety are dealt vith in chap. ri. and Til. — a rare 
tuijeet in Old Testament litmtun. 

1 THE proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israd ; 
To know wiBctorn and instruction ; 

To perceive the words of understanding ; I- 1-33 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
Justice, and judgment, and equity ; 
To give Bubtilty to the simple, 
To the young man knowledge and discretion. 
A wiae man will hear, and will increaae learning ; 
And a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels : 
To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; 
The words of the wise, and their dark sayings. 
The fear of the LoKU is the beginning of knowledge : 
But fools despise Mrisdom and instruction. 
My son, hear the instruction of thy father. 
And forsake not the law of thy mother : 
For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
And chains about thy neck. 
My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 
If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood. 
Let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause : 
Let us swallow them up alive as the grave ; 
And whole, as those that go down into the pit: 
We shall find all precious substance, 
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We shall fill our houses with spoil : 
Cast in thy lot among us ; let us all have one parae : 
My son, walk not thou in the way with them ; 
Refrain thy foot from their path : 

For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 
Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. 
And they lay wait for their oum blood ; 
Tliey lurk privily for their own lives. 
So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain ; 
Which taketh away the life of the owners thereof. 
Wisdom crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the street* : 
She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of 

the gates : 
In the city she uttereth her words, saying, 
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ! 
And the scomers delight in their scorning, 
And fools hate knowledge \ 
Turn you at my reproof : 
Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 
I will make known my words unto you. 
Because I have called, and ye refused ; 
I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
But ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
And would none of my reproof : 
I also will laugh at your calamity ; 
I will mock when your fear cometh ; 
When your fear cometh as desolation, 
And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind j 
When distress and anguish cometh upon you. 
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; 
They shall seek me early, but they shall not find me ; 
For that they hated knowledge, 
And did not choose the fear of the Lord : 
They would none of my counsel : 
They despised all my reproof. 

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
And be filled with their own devices. 
For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, 
And the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, 
And shall be quiet from fear of evil. 

3 MY son, forget not my law ; 
But let thine heart keep my commandments : 
I IT 2fi ^"^ length of days, and long life, 
And peace, shall they add to thee. 
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee ; 
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Bind them about thy neck ; 

Write them upon the tab!e of thine heart : 

So shalt thou find favour and good understanding 

In the sight of God and man. 

Trust in the Lord with all tbiine heart ; 

And lean not unto thine own understanding. 

In all thy ways acknowledge him, 

And he shall direct thy paths. 

Be not wise in thine own eyes : 

Fear the Lord, and depart from eviL 

It shall be health to thy navel. 

And marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, 

And with the firstfruita of all thine increase : 

So shall thy bams be liJled with plenty. 

And thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 

My son, despise not the chastening of the LoRX> ; 

Neither be weary of his correction : 

For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth ; 

Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth- 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 

And the man that getteth understanding. 

For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of 

sUver, 
And the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubiea : 
And all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared 

unto her. 
Length of days is in her right hand ; 
And in her left hand nehes and honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths 0710 peace. 

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her : 
And happy i$ even/ one that retaineth her. 
The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth ; 
By understanding hath he establialied the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths are broken up, 
And the clouds drop down the dew. 
My son, let not them depart from thine eyes : 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion : 
So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 
Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely. 
And thy foot shall not stumble. 
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid : 
Yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 
Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
Neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 
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For fche Lord shall be thy confidence. 
And shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

6 GIVE uot sleep to tliine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 
Deliver thyself as a roc from the hand of the hunter, 

And as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 
VI. 4-11 Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways, 
and be wise : 
Which having no guide, overseer, or raler, 
Provideth her meat in the summer, 
And gathereth her food in the harvest. 
How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard t 
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep f 
Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to sleep : 
So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, 
And thy want as an armed man. 

9 A FOOLISH woman w clamorous : 

She is simple, and knoweth nothing. 

For she sitteth at the door of her house, 
On a seat in the high places of the city, 

To call passengers who go right on their ways : 

Whoso is simple, let liim turn in hither : 

And as/or him that wanteth understanding, she aaith to him. 

Stolen waters are sweet, and bread ea(«ii in secret is pleasant. 

But he knoweth not that the dead are there ; 

Arid that her guests are in the depths of hell. 

1 5 ALL the days of the afflicted are evil : 
But he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. 
XV iR 17 Better is little with the fear of the Lord 
Than great treasure and trouble therewith. 
Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 



IX. 13-18 



1 6 THE hoary head is a crown of glory, 
7/" it be found in the way of righteousness. 

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty ; 
XVI. 31-33 And he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city. 
The lot is cast into the lap ; 
But the whole disposing thereof is of tlje Lord. 

22 A GOOD name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 
And loving favour rather than silver and gold. 
The rich and poor meet together : 
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XXII. 1-6 



The Lord is the maker of them all. 

A prudent man foresee th the evil, and hideth 

himself : 
But the simple pass on, and are pnnished. 
By liumility and the fear of the Lord 
Are riches, honour, and life. 

Thorns ajui snares are in the way of the froward : 
He that doth keep his soul .shall be far from them. 
Train up a child in the way he should go : 
And when he is old, he will not depart from it. 



24 I WENT by the field of the slothful, XXIV. 30-34 

And by the vineyard of the man void of andei-standing ; 

And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, 

And nettles had covered the face thereof. 

And the stone wall thereof was broken down. 

Then I saw, and considered il well : 

I looked upon it, and received instruction. 

Tet a little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep : 

So shall thy poverty come (u one that travelleth, 

And thy want as an armed man. 



ZXT.— 7%u is one of Oui "addilwnal Proverbt of Solomon, (opud 0¥t iy 
tiie men of Ecukxah, king of Judah." Ueukiuk neemingly ortUnd a 
commission to colleet Provfrbs of Solomon/rom the oral tradition. 

26 A WORD fitly spoken XXV. 11-36 

Is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

At an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold. 

So is tk wise reprover upon an obedient ear. 

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, 

Sois tk faithful messenger to them that send him : 

For he refresheth the soul of his masters. 

Whoso boaateth himself of a false gift 

Is like clouds and wind without rain. 

By long forbearing is a prince persuaded. 

And a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

Hast thou found Iwney f eat so much a« is sufficient for thee, 

Lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house ; 

Lest he be weary of Uice, and so hate tlH*©. 

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour 

Is a maul, and a rword, and a sharp arrow. 

Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble 

Is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint. 
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Aa he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, 

And aa vinegar upon nitre, 

So w he that Hingeth songs to an heavy heart. 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat j 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink : 

For thuu nhiilt heap coals of fire upon his head, 

And the Loud shall reward thee. 

The north wind driveth away rain : 

So doth an angry oauntcnance a backbiting tongue. 

It it better to dwell in tlic corner of the houaetop^ 

Than with a brawling woman and in a wide house. 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, 

So w good news from a far country. 



Agar and L«mu«L— " The Words of Agar " [chap. xxx. ) and " The Words 
of Lemuel, Kins of Mosm" {ehap. xxxx.) come probably frwii Arabut, 
Hebrew cannot have been their original language. [Indent in xxx. 13 
(not gvoted here) the originai Arabic seems to have been l^.] Thry form 
genuine vpecimena of the wiadom^/ the Satt. 

30 THERE are three things that are never satisfied, 
Yea, four tkitigg say not, It is enough : 

. The grave ; and the barren womb ; 

XXX\^(h\ 28 "^^^ earth (hat is not filled with water ; 
And the fire th<it saith not, II is enough. 
The eye tfuit niocketh at his father, 
And despisetli to obey his mother, 
The ravens of the valley shall pick it out, 
And the young eagles shall eat it. 
There be three thimjg which are too wonderful for me. 
Yea, four which I know not : 
The way of an eagle in the air ; the way of a serpent npon a 

rock ; 
The way of a ship in the midst of the sea; 
And the way of a man with a maid. 
Such w the way of an adulterous woman j 
She eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 
And saith, I have done no wickedness. 
For three things the earth is disquieted, 
And for four which it cannot bear : 
For a servant when he reigneth ; 
And a fool when he ia filled with moat ; 
For an odious tvoman when she is married ; 
And an handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 
There be four thin<j« which are little upon the earth, 
But they are exceeding wise : 
The ants are a people not strong, 



PROVEBBS] 



WISDOM LITERATURE 



3T9 



Yet they prepare their meat in the summer ; 

Tlie conies are but a feeble folk, 

Yet make they their houses in the rocks ; 

The locusts h&ve no king, 

Yet go they forth all of them by bands ; 

The spider taketh hold with her hands, 

And ia in kings' palaces. 



Lemael 

XXXI, 10^31 



3 1 iy) WHO can find a virtuous woman T 

For her price is far above rubies. 

(3) The heart of her husband doth safely trust in 

her, 
So that he shall have no need of spoil. 

is) She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
T) She seeketh wool, and flax. 
And worketh willingly with her hands. 
ip) She is like the merchants' ships ; 
She bringeth her food from afar. 
(l) She riseth also while it is yet night, 
AJid giveth meat to her household. 
And a portion to her maidens. 
(T) She considereth a field, and buyeth it : 
With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 
(H) She girdeth her loins with strength. 
And strengtheucth her arms, 
(to) She perceiveth tliat her merchandise is good : 
Her candle goeth not out by night. 
{^) She layeth her hands to the spindle, 
And her hands hold the distaft 
(3) She stretcheth out her hand to the poor ; 
Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
(*?) She is not afraid of the snow for her household : 
For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 
(Q) She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ; 
Her clothing is silk and purple. 
(3) Her husband is known in the gates, 
When he aitteth among the elders of the land. 
(D) She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; 
And delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 
(5) Strength and honour are her clothing ; 
And she shall rejoice in time to come. 
(D) She openoth her mouth with wisdom ; 
And in her tongue is the law of kindness. 
(^) She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness. 
(P) Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; 
Her husband alto, and he praiseth her. 
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£1) Many daughters have done virtaoualy, 
at thou excellest them all, 
§7) Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain : 
tU a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised, 
(n) Qive her of the fruit of her hands ; 
And let her own works praise her in tiie gates. 
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ECCLESIASTES 

OR 

KOHELETH 

KocleiiMtAi OT " KohelUh " is pott-exilic in date. Two periodi art po$tM«. 
Bithtr (he last ctniury ^ Persian rule, icken (Xe empirt of Cyru* yradttaUf/ 
broke up [in Alk eenturfi), or the period of the laUr Jtolmietand Seleudds, 
in a corrupt Helleniilie peried {in Srd (XTitunj). 

7%M M the atrangeti book in the Old Testament. Its pMlofophy, lueh a* U 
is {and U may be deri«ed/r»m tJu Greek) it Bpicureanj or rather O^renaie 
eonMned tuiih a weary peuimim. Sometime* U it like Omar Khattydm, 
mmetimei like EttripuCa or Leopardi. OceaiiemaUy the author puts in 
pkraaa </ a quite appotite teiumr, and quite ineoniiMent v/ith hi* general 
potUitm, perhapt, to put kitnMt^ right tenth the orthodox party. But he 
nmergioe* up his belief in Ood,heiano Alhtitt, and kia kul chapter {xiL) 
is fine, K(JuUth = the preacher, is, iffeourae, a matkfor antmymity. 

His general position is this:~{i} yatvre does not progress, it inertly ra- 
curs, (t'l) Man'suork itjittile, because ithaiHoeimtimuUy tuidno endurani^. 
(Hi) Oniy ektuut rtgii l atei t ks vorld : there i$nopiHrf«m,f» artistic justice. 
(t«) There is no ftiur* vwld to put this one straight, (v) Better m^'ov 
ichat you can, AutterUy is of no avail ; one should be neiiker over-good, 
nor over-bad. Do not take l\fe loo serimuUy. Bui make your acamnt 
with Ood, Walk ear^ully, ea you ame to the htnue of Ood. Stty a$ 
little at you can, for vhatetrr you toy loili be utid against you, 

Jt is only boMuae the bixA ia auppoaad to be l^ Soloinon — Holinfiom 
repentant and dieilluiioned — that it ever found apletei in the Caiyni. 

See IntroduBtory Essays, % VII. 

8 TO every thitig there ia » aeaaon, and a time to every purpose 

under the heaven : 
A time to be bora, and s time to die ; 

A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which u planted ; 
A time to kill, and a time to heaJ ; 
A time to break down, and a time to build up ; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh ; 
A time to mourn, and a time to dance ; 

A time to oast away stooea, and a time to gather stones together ; 
A time to ecnbraoe, and a time to refrain from embraoiug ; 
A time to get, and a time to lose ; 
A time to keep, and a time to cast away ; 
A time to rend, and a time to sew ; 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak ; 
A time to love, and a time to hate ; 
A time of war, and a time of peace. 

4 80 I returned, and considered all the oppreiBions that are 
done under the sun : and beliold the tears of aucA cm wen 



oppreaaed, and they had no comforter ; and on the side of their 
. oppressors tJuir« was power; but they had no 

■ ' comforter. Wherefore I praised the dead which 

ore already dead more than the living which are yet alive. Yea, 
better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath 
not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 

Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for 
this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and 
vexation of spirit. The fool foldeth his hands together, and 
eateth his own flesh. Better i» an handful ttitJi quietness, than 
both the hands full rvith travail and vexation of spirit. 



7 A GOOD name w better than precious ointment ; 

And the day of death than the day of one's birth. 

It M better to go to the house of mourning. 
Than to go to the house of feasting : 

For that w the end of all men ; 

And the living will lay t^ to his heart. 

Sorrow is better than laughter : 

For by the sadness of the countenance the heai't is made better. 

The heart of tlie wise w in the house of mourning ; 

Bat the heart of fools ia in the house of mirth. 

It 18 better to hear the rebuke of the wise, 

Than for a man to hear the song of fools. 

For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 

So ie the laughter of the fool : this also u vanity. 



9 ALL things come alike to all : there is one event to the 
righteous, and to the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and 
to the unclean ; to him that sacrificeth, and to 
IX. x-li IjJjjj j}j^|. gacrificeth not : as is the good, so is the 
sinner ; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. This 
is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that th^re 
is one event unto all : yea, also the heart of the sons of men 
is full of evil, and madness iw in their heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead. For to him that is joined 
to all the living there is hope : for a living dog is better than a 
dead lion. For the living know that they shal! die : but the dead 
know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward ; for 
the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their 
hatred, and their envy, is now perished ; neither have they 
any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done nnder 
the sun. 

Qo thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with 
a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Let thy 
garments be always white ; and let thy head lack no ointment. 
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Live joyfully with the ■wife whom thou lovest all the days of 
the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, 
all the days of thy vanity : for that is thy portion in this life, and 
in thy labour which thou takest under the sun. Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, wluther 
thou goest. 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the 
awift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, 
nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to 
men of akill ; but time and uhance liappeneth to them all. 
For man also knoweth not his tune : as the fishes that are taicen 
in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare ; bo 
are the sons of men anared in an evil time, when it falleth 
suddenly upon them. 

1 1 CAST thy bread upon the waters : XL, XIL 

For thou shalt find it after many days. 

Give a portion to seven, and also to eight ; 

For thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. 

If the clouds bo full of rain, they empty thtmaelves upon the 

earth : 
And if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, 
In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. 
He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; 
And he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 
As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit^ 
Not how the bonea do grotv in the womb of her that ia with 

child : 
Even so thou knowest not the works of Ood who maketh all. 
In the morning sow thy seed. 
And in the evening withhold not thine hand : 
For thou knoweat not whether shall prosper, either this or 

that, 
Or whether they both shail be alike good. 
Truly the light is sweet. 

And a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun : 
But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all ; 
Yet let him remember the days of darkness ; 
For they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. 
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; 
And let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth. 
And walk in the ways of tliine heart, and in the sight of thine 

eyee : 
But know thou, that for all these tkiinif$ Ood will bring Uiee into 

judgment. 
Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, 
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And put away evil from thy Besh : 
For childhood and youth are vanity. 

12 REMEMBER now thy Creator in the days of tl»y youtit, 
"While the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh. 
When thou shalt say, I Iiave no pleasure in them; 
While the sun, or the Ught^ or the moon, or the stars, be not 

darkened, 
Nor the clouds return after the rain : 
In the day when the keepers of the house shall treiuble, 
And the strong men shall bow themselves, 
And the grinders cease because they are few, 
And those tiiat look out of the windows be darkened. 
And the doors uhall be shut in the streets, 
When the sound of the grinding is low, 
And he shall rise up at the voice of tlte bird. 
And all the daughters of nuisiek shall be brought low ; 
Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high. 
And fears shall be in the way, 
And the almond tree shall flourish,, 
And the grasshopper shall be a burden, 
And desii'e shall fail : 
Because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about 

the streets : 
Or ever the siJver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken. 
Or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken 

at the cistern. 
Then shall tlie dust retiirn to the earth as it was : 
And tlie spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 
Vanity of vanities, saith ttie preacher ; all is vaJiity. 
And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out^ 
and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find , 
out acceptable words : and that which was written was upright^] 
even words of truth. The words of the wise are as goads, and bm 
nails fastened by the mast'eiK of assemblies, which are given from 
one shepherd. And further, by these, my sou, be admoniahed : 
of making many books there in no end ; and much study is a 
weariness of the flesh. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear Qodf 
and keep his commandments : for tliis i^ the whole duty of 
For Oud shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether ii be good, or whether it be eviL 
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Job is thf. Jiiujl produei of »o-eaiUd '^IVisdom LUeraturt," which, beside* Job, 
includes Prorerbs and Kohflclh (Eeclnniadfs) : n.n/i in the Apoarypka 
fViadotn and Jtms ben Sira (Eeeleaiaa/icvji). Se4 Inlrodtidory Euayt, 
§VJI. 

Date, — Probably helotifi to Srd eentuiy (250 ii.a) in thf Ortek period. 
Jl u Ini-er than Jeremiah. Cf. Jcr. xx. 14-18 \nlh Job iti. Joib qttoUt 
Jeremiah. It is later than EickieL See Exek. xviii. For Job antioert 
Ezrl-iePi supposition thai siirh a thing tu gttiitlett mffering doe* not exiat. 
It i* later than the Boot of Proverb*. Job xt. 7 if ditUmetlf d^ttndtnt ow 
Proverba viiL 25. Moreover there i* an entire abatnee of any tract <if Iht 
book's inftuenee on Hebrew literature, which »ceva to prove that it oomtt 
very late. 

As Ooethe utilised Ike old popidar hook t^ Doctor Fault, so Ike author, or 
authors, seem to have utilised a book of a jmsular eharaeter about Job 
(Job njipfan vsilh Noah and David in Bsek. »▼. 14 and SO). The 
protofue and epilogue belong to the old book. 

Chaps, xxrii. and uviii. has* long been in doubt, beeause in them Job seems to 
go orer to Ike enetny. 8*t sspeoially xxrii. 11-23. 

Cht^ts. sxxii.-xzxvii The tpeeches of Elilin ha.re been universally questioned 
bteaua* tksr* is no mention of Eliha either at beginning or end. fVky 
should h* not be condemned as well as (he three friends' They art thereon 
omitted here. 

1 THERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name uxu 
Job ; and that man was perfect and upright, and one thai 
feared God, and eschewed eril. And there were 
bom unto him seven sons and three daughters. 
Hia substance also waa seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she 
asses, and a very great household ; ho that this man was the 
greate-st of all the men of the east. 

And his sons went and feasted i?* their houses, every one his 
day ; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat. and to 
drink with them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting 
were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose 
up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according 
to the number of them all : for Job said, It may bo that mv 
sons have sinned, and cursed Ood in their hearts. Tlius did Job 
continually. 

Now there waa a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. 
And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou 1 Then 
Baton answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in 
the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord 
said unto Satan, Haat thou considered my servant Job, that 
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lh«re is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright ma,a^ 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil 1 Then Satan answered 
the LoHD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought 1 Hast not 
thou mode an he<ige about him, and about his house, and about 
alt that he hath on every side '( thou hast blessed Uie work of 
his hands, and his substance is incrcase<l in the land. But put 
forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he wiU curse 
thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all 
that he hath wt in thy power ; only upon himself put not forth 
thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the 
Lord. 

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters ware 
e-ating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: and 
there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plow- 
ing, and the asses feeding beside them : and the Sabeans fell 
upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the 
servants with the edge of the swonl ; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. While he tvat yet speaking, there came 
also another, and said, Tiie fire of God is fallen from heaven, 
and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and oon- 
Bumwi them ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While 
he u'n« yet speaking, there came also another, and said. The 
Clialdeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and 
have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
Thy sons and thy daughters ivere eating and drinking wine 
in their eldest brother's house : and, behold, there came a great 
wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the 
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead ; and I 
only am escaped alone to teU thee. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, and said, 
Naked en me I out of my mother's womb, 
And naked shall I return thither ; 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

2 AGAIN there was a day when the sons of God came to pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among 
them to present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, From whence comest thou ? And Satan answered 
the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, 
Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
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God and eacheweth evil 1 and still be holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst roe against him, to destroy him without 
cause. And Satan answered the LoRO, and said, Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch his bono and Ids flesli, and he will 
curse thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, 
he 18 in thine hand ; but save his life. 

So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote 
Job with soro boils from the sole of his foot unto liis crown. 
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal ; and he 
sat down among tlie ashea. 

Tlien said bis wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity! curse God, and die. But he said unto her, Tliou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. Whatf sliall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evill In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was 
come upon liim, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz 
the Temaaite,and Bildad theShuhite,and Zophar the Naamathite: 
for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn 
with him and to comfort him. And when they lifted up their 
eyee afar ofi^ and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and 
wept ; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust 
upon their heads toward heaven. So they sat down with him 
upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a 
word unto him : for they saw that Aw grief was very great. 

3 AFTER this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 
And Job spake, and said. 
Let the day perish wherein I was bom, 

And the night in which it was said, There is a man child con- 
ceived. 
Let that day be darkness ; let not God regard it from above, 
Neither let the light shine upon it. 
Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it ; 
Let a cloud dwell upon it ; 
Let the blackness of the day terrify it. 
A$J'or that night, let darkness seize upon it ; 
Let it not be joined unto the days of the year. 
Let it not come into the number of the monthi». 
Lo, let that night be solitary. 
Let no joyful voice come therein. 
Let them curse it that curse the day, 
Who are ready to raise up their mourning. 
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark ; 
Let it look for light, but have none ; 
Neither let it see the dawning of the day ; 
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Because it shut not np the doors of my motKer'a trooib^ 
Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 
Why died I not from the wombt 

Why did I not give up the ghost when I camo ont of the belly f 
Why did the knees prevent me 1 
Or why the breasts that I should suok T 
For now should I have lain still and been quiet, 
I should have slept : tlien hatl I been at rest, 
With kings and counsellors of the earth, 
Which btiilt desolate places for themselves ; 
Or with princes thut had gold, 
Who filled their liouses with silver : 
Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been ; 
As infants whiek never saw light. 
There the wicked cease yrom troubling; 
And there the weary be at rest. 
There th e prisoners rest together ; 
They hear not the voice of the oppres.sor. 
The STnall and great are there ; 
And the servant t* free frtim his ma.ster. 
Wherefore is light given to liiin that is in misery, 
And life unto the bitter in soul ; 
Wliich long for death, but it cometh not ; 
And dig for it more than for hid treasures ; 
Which rejoice exceedingly. 
And are glad, when they can find the grave ? 
Why is liffht given to a man whose way ie hid, 
And whom God hath hedged in 1 
For my sighing cometh Iwfore T eat, 
And my roarings are poured out like the waters. 
For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, 
And that which I was afraid of is come unto me. 
I wa.H !iipt in safety, neither had T rest, 
Neither was I quiet; yet trouble came. 

4 THEN Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 

//'we assay to comiiiunft with thee, wilt thou be grieved t 

But who can withhold himself from speaking T 

Behold, thou hast instructed many, 

And thou haat strengthened the weak hands. 

Thy words have upholden him that wa-s falling. 

And thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 

But now it is come upon thee, and tbou faintest; 

It touchetli thee, and thou art troubled. 

Jk not thin thy fear, thy cotifidcnce, 

Thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways \ 

Remember, I pray thee, who errr perished, being innocent f 
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Or where were the righteous cut off 1 

Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, 

And sow wickedness, reap the same. 

By the blast of God they perish, 

And by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed. 

The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce Uon, 

And the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 

The old lion perishetJi for lack of prey, 

And the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad. 

Now a thing was secrctl)' brought to nie, 

And mine ear receivetl a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night, 

AVhen deep sleep falletli on men, 

Fear came upon lue, and trembling, 

Which nmde all my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit passed befoi-e uxy face ; 

The hair of my Hcsh stood up : 

It stood still, but I i^uld not discern the form thereof : 

An image was Ix'foi-e mine eyes, 

There u-as silence, and I heard a voice, saying. 

Shall mortal man be more just tluui God ? 

Shall a man be more pure than his maker 7 

Behold, lie put no trust in his servants ; 

And his angels he charged with folly : 

How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, 

Whose foundation w in the dust, 

Which are crushed before the moth ? 

They are destroyed from morning to evening : 

They perish for ever without any regarding it. 

Doth not their excellency uhi^rh in in them go awayT 

They die, even without wisdom. 

5 CALL now, if there be any that will answer thee ; 

And to which of the saints wilt thou turn ? 

For wrath killeth the foolish man, 

And envy slayeth the silly one. 

I have seen the foolish taking root : 

But suddenly I cursed his habitation. 

His children are far from safety. 

And they are crushed in the gate, neither ia there any to deliver 

them. 
Whose harvest the hungry eateth up. 
And taketh it even out of the thorns. 
And the robber swolloweth up their substance. 
Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust. 
Neither doth trouble spring out of the ground ; 
Yet man ia born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 
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I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my 

cause : 
Which doetb great things and unsearchable ; 
Marvellous things without number : 
Who giveth rain upon the earth, 
And sendeth waters upon the fielda : 
To set up on high those that be low ; 
That those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 
He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, 
So that their hands cannot pejform /AeiV enterprise. 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness : 
And the counsel of the fmward is carried headlong. 
They meet with darkness in the daytime, 
And grope in the noonday aa in the night. 
But he savoth the poor from the sword, 
PVom their mouth, and from t!io hand of the mighty. 
So the poor hath liope, and iniquity stoppoth her mouth. 
Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth : 
Therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty : 
For he maketh sore, and bindetli up : 
He woundeth, and his hands make whole. 
He shall deliver thee in six troubles : 
Yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 
In famine he shall redeem thee from death : 
And in war from the power of the sword. 
Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue : 
Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 
At destruction and famine thou alialt laugli ; 
Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 
For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field : 
And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. 
And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall b« in peace ; 
And thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin. 
Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall he great, 
And thine oSspring as the grass of the earth. 
Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, 
Like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season. 
Lo tlus, we have searched it, so it w ; 
Hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 

6 BUT Job an.?wered and said, 

Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, 

And my calamity laid in the balances together I 

For now it would be heavier tlian the sand of the sea : 

Therefore my words are swallowed up. 

For the arrows of tlie Almighty are within me, 

The poison whereof drinketh up my spirit : 



job] 



WISDOM LITERATURE 



391 



The terrors of God do set themselves in array against m6. 

Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass] 

Or loweth the ox over his fodder 1 

Can that which is unsavoury Iw eaten without salt 1 

Or is there any taste in the white of an egg "! 

The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful 

meat. 
Oh that I might have my request ; 

And that God would grant vw the thing that I long for ! 
Even that it would please God to destroy me ; 
That he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! 
Then should I yet have comfort ; 

Yea, I would harden myself in sorrow : let him not spare ; 
For I have not concealed the words of the Holy One. 
What is my strength, that I should hope ? 
And what is mine end, that I should prolong my life 1 
/« my strength the strength of stones 1 or w my flesh of 

brass? 
Is not my help in me ? and is wisdom driven quite from me 1 
To him that is afflicted pity should be nheived from his friend ; 
But he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 
My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, 
Atid as the stream of brooks they pass away ; 
Which are blackish by reason of the ice, 
Attd wherein the anow is hid : 
What time they wax warm, they vanish : 
When it is hot, they are consunietl out of their place. 
The paths of their way are turned aside ; 
They go to nothing, and perish. 
The troops of Tema looked, 
The companies of Sheba waited for them. 
They were confounded because they had hoped ; 
Tliey came thither, and were ashamed. 
For now ye are nothing ; 
Ye see my casting down, and are afraid. 
Did I say, Bring unto me 1 
Or, Give a reward for me of your substance 1 
Or, Deliver me from the enemy's hand ] 
Or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty T 
Teach me, and I will hold my tongue : 
And cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 
How forcible are right words ! 
But what doth your arguing reprove T 
Do ye imagine to reprove words, 

And the speeches of one that ia desperate, which are as wind t 
Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless. 
And ye dig a pit for your friend. 
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Now therefore be content, look upon me ; 
For it is evident unto you if I lie. 
Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity ; 
Yea, return again, uy righteouauees it in it. 
Is there iniquity in my tongue ? 
Cannot ray taato discern perverse things f 

7 IS there not an appoinkNl time to inan upon earth 1 

Are vol his days also like the days of an hireling t 

Aa a Heivaut earnestly desiretb the sliadow, 

And as an hia'eling looketh for the reward o/"bis work : 

So am I uiaxlc to possess months of vanity, 

And wearisome ni<;lits are appointed to me. 

"When I lie down, I say, 

When shall I arise, and the night be gonel 

And I am full of tossings to and fro 

Unto the dawning of the day. 

My flesh is clothe<J with worms and clods of duat j 

My skin is broken, and become loathsome. 

My days are swifter than a weaver's sliuttle, 

And are spent without hope. 

remember that my life is wind : 
Mine eye shall no more see good. 

Tlie eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more : 

Thine eyes are upon me, and I am not. 

Aa the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away : 

Bo he that gocth down to the grave shall come up no more. 

He shall return no morn to his house, 

Neither shall his place know him any more. 

Therefore I will not refrain my mouth ; 

1 will speak in the anguish of my spirit ; 

I will complain in the bitterness of ray soul. 

Am I a sea, or a whale, that tliou settest a watch over met 

When I say, Mj' bed shall comfort me, 

My couch shall eiise my complaint ; 

Then thou scarest me with dreams, 

And terrifieat mc through visions : 

80 that my soul chooseUi strangling, 

And death rather than my life. 

I loathe it ; I would not live alway : 

Let me alone ; for my days are vanity. 

What is man, that thou shouldcst magnify him t 

And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon himl 

And that thou shouldest visit him eveiy morning, 

Attd try him every momenta 

How long ivilt thou not depart from me, 

Nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle t 
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I have sinned ; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of 

men? 
Why hast thou set ine as a mark against thee, 
So that I am a burden to myself] 
And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, 
And take away mine iniquity? 
For now shall I sleep in the dust ; 
And thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be. 

8 THEN answered Bildad the Shuliite, and said, 

How long wilt thou sjMjak thfse thhiffs f 

And kofv long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong windl 

Doth God pervert judgment 1 

Or doth the Almighty pervert justice 1 

If thy children have sinned against him, 

And he have ca«t them away for their transgression ; 

If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, 

And make thy supplication to the Almighty ; 

If thou wert pure and upright ; 

Surely now he would awake for thee. 

And make the liabitation of thy righteousnees prosperous. 

Though thy beginning was small, 

Yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 

For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, 

And prepare thyself to the search of their fathers : 

(For we are but q/* yesterday, and know nothing, 

Because our days upon earth are a shadow :) 

Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, 

And utter words out of their heart ] 

Can the rush grow up without mire 1 

Can the flag grow without water? 

Whilst it w yet in his greenness, and not cut down, 

It withereth liefore any other herb. 

So are the paths of all that forget God ; 

And the hypocrite's hope shall perish : 

Whose hope shall be cut off, 

And whose trust shail be a spider's web. 

He shall lean upon his house, but it sliall not stand : 

He shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure. 

He id green before the sun, 

And his branch shooteth forth in his garden. 

His roots are wrapped about the heap, 

A nd seeth the place of stones. 

If he destroy him from hia place. 

Then it shall deny him, aayiug, I have not seen thee. 

Behold, this t* the joy of his way, 

And out of the earth shall others grow. 
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Behold, Ood will not cast away a perfect man. 

Neither will he help the evil doers : 

Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lip» with rejoicing. 

They that hate thee shall be clothed with ahame ; 

And the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to nought. 

THEN Job answered and said, 

1 know it is so oi a, truth : 

But how should man be just with Godi 

If he will contend with him, 

He cannot answer him one of a thousand. 

He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength : 

Who liath hardened himnel/ against him, and hath prospered? 

Which removeth the mountains, and they know not : 

Which ovcrtumcth them in his anger. 

Which ahaketh the earth out of her place, 

And the pillars thereof tremble. 

Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not ; 

And aealeth up the stars. 

Which alone sprcadeth out the heavens, 

And treodeth upon the waves of the sea, 

Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south. ^ 

Which doeth great things past finding out ; 

Yea, and wonders without numljer. 

Lo, he goeth by me, and I see Aim not : 

He passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 

Behold, he taketh away, wlio can hinder himi 

Who will say unto him, What doc'st thou i 

If God will not withdraw his anger, 

The proud helpers do stoop under him. 

How much less shall I answer him. 

And choose out my words to reaso7i. with him t 

Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, 

JBiit I would make supplication to my judge. 

If I had called, and he had answerefl nie ; 

Yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice. 

For he breaketh me with a tempest, 

And multipUeth my wounds without cause. 

> " The Chainb«M of the South. " — Sir David Gill, in his recent presidential I 
address *t the EriliiiL Association (1907), quotes this phrase, and citetl 
Schiapsrelli's conjecture that it rL'Ters to the j^tcllajr region, which indudevl 
the Soutliern Cw«a. How could this cocisti'llation he known to the author of J 
the Book of Job t If Uie book was written in the eighth century B.C. (760, 
conteuiporary with Amos and Ho«eft), the Southern Crow would be visible in 
the tatiludu of Judms, but down on the Houthnni horizon. To see it now, 
we have to go some twelve degrees of Utitade further south. (But the date, 
7C0, secma much too early.) 
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He will not suffer me to take my breath, 

But filleth mc with bitterness. 

If / gpeak of atrength, lo, he w strong : 

And if of judgment, who shall set me a time to pl^adt 

If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me : 

2/ 1 say, I avi perfect, it shall al&o prove me perverse. 

Though I itmre perfect, yet would I not know my aoul : 

I would despise my life. 

This i» one thing, therefore I said it, 

He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 

If the scourge slay suddenly, 

He will laugh at the trial of the innocent. 

The earth is gfiven into the hand of the wicked : 

He covereth the faces of the judges thereof ; 

If not, where, and who is he I 

Now my days are swifter than a post : 

They flee away, they see no good. 

They are passed away as the swift ships : 

As the eagle that hastetli to the prey. 

If I say, I will forget my complaint, 

I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself: 

I am afraid of all my sorrows, 

I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent. 

1/1 be wicked, why then lalwur I in vain 1 

If I wash myself with snow water, 

And make my hands never so clean ; 

Yet shalt tbou plunge me in the ditch, 

And mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, 

And we should come together in judgment. 

Neither is there any daysman betwixt ua, 

That might lay hi.s hand upon us both. 

Let him take his rod away from me, 

And let not his fear terrify me : 

Then woald I speak, and not fear him ; but it i$ not so with ma 

10 MY aoul is weary of my life ; 

I will leave my complaint upon myself ; 

I will apeak in the bitterness of my soul. 

I will say unto Ood, Do not condemn me ; 

Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 

Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress. 

That thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands. 

And shine upon the counsel of the wicked 1 

Hast thou eyes of flesh 1 or seeat thou as man seeth t 

Are thy days as the days of man ? are thy years oa man's d&yi, 

That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, 
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And aearchest after my sin 1 

Tbou knowest that I am not wicked ; 

And there its none that can deliver out of thine hand. 

Thine hands have made mo 

And fashioned me together round about ; 

Yet thou dost destroy me. 

Remember, I beseech theo, that thou hast made me aa the cl*y ; 

And wilt thou bring me into dust again 1 

Ha8t thou not poured me out as milk, 

And curdled nic like cheese? 

Thou ha.st clothed me with skin and flesh, 

And hast fenced nie with boni^s and ttinews. 

Thou haat granted me life and favour, 

And thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. 

And these things hast thou hid in thine heart : 

I know that this in with the<5. 

If I sin, then thou raarkest me, 

And thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. 

If I be wicked, woe unto me ; 

And if I he righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. 

/ am full of confusion ; therefore see thou mine affliction ; 

For it increascth. Thou huntest nie as a fierce lion : 

And again thou Mheweat thyself mar\'ellous upon me. 

Thou renewest thy witneaaea against me, 

And incrcascst thine indignation upon mo ; 

Changes and war are against mo. 

Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb T 

Oh that I ba<.l given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me 1 

I should have boon as though I had not been ; 

I should have been carried from the womb to the grave. 
Are nut my days few ? cease tJt«n, 

And let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, 

Before I go whence I fihall not return, 

Even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death ; 

A hind of darkness, as darkness iUel/j 

And of the shiulow of death, without any order, 

And where the light ur as darkness. 

I I THEN answered Zophar the Naaiuathite, and s«d, 
Should not the multitude of words be answered J 

And should a inan full of talk be justified t 

Should tliy lies make men hold their peace 1 • 

And when thou mockcst, shall no man make thee asliamed 1 

For thou hast said. My doctrine is pure, 

And I am clean in thine eyes. 

But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee ; 

And that ho would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, 
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That they art double t» that which is I 

Know therefore that God exacteth of thee las than thine 

iniquity deserveth. 
Canst thou by searching find out God 1 
Canst thou fiud out the AJmighty unto perfection T 
It ia &s high as Iieaven ; what canst thou do ? 
I>eeper than hell ; what canst thou know ? 
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, 
And broatler than the sea. 
If he cut off, and sliut up, or gather together, 
Then who can hinder him 1 
For he knoweth vain men : 

He seeth wickedness also ; will he not then consider it t 
For vain man would be wise. 
Though man be Horn lik« a wild asa's colt. 
If thou prepare thine heart, 
And stretch out thine hands toward him ; 
If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away. 
And let not wicketlnes-H dwell in thy taliernacles. 
For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot ; 
Yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear : 
Because thou shalt forget ihi/ misery, 
And remember it as waters tfiat pass away : 
And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday ; 
Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. 
And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope ; 
Yea, thou shalt dig about th«e, and thou shiUt take thy rest in 

safety. 
Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid ; 
Yea, many shall make suit unto thee. 
But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, 
And they shall not escape. 
And their hope fhall be as the giving up of tlie ghost. 

12 AND Job answered and said. 

No doubt but ye are the people, 

And wisdom shall die with you. 

But I have understanding as well as you ; 

I am not inferior to you : 

Yea, who knoweth not such things as these t 

I am OK one mocked of his neighbour. 

Who callcth upon God, and he anawereth him : 

The just upright man i» laughed to scorn. 

He tl»at is ready to slip with hu feet 

In at a lamp despised in the thought of him that X9 at ease. 

The tabomaclea of robbere prosper, 

And they that provoke Go«l are secure ; 
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Into whose hand God biingeth abundantly. 

But a8k now the beasts, and they shall teach thee ; 

And the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee : 

Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee : 

And the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee. 

Who knoweth not in all these 

That the hand of the Lobu hath wrought this 1 

In whose hand is the soul of every liTing thing, 

And the breath of all mankind. 

Doth not the ear try worda ? and the mouth taste liis meat 1 

With the ancient is wisdom ; 

And in lengtli of days understanding. 

With him w wisdom and strength. 

He hath counsel and understanding. 

Behold, be breaketh doM-n, and it cannot be built again : 

He shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening. 

Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up : 

Also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth. 

W^ith him is strength and wisdom : 

The deceiied and the deceiver are his. 

He leadeth counseUors away spoiled, 

And maketh the judges fools. 

He looseth the bond of kings, 

And girdeth their loins with a girdle. 

He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. 

He removeth away the speech of the trusty, 

And takefch away the understanding of the aged. 

He pouretb contempt upon princes, 

And weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 

He discovereth deep things out of darkness. 

And bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 

He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them : 

He enlargeth the nations, and straiteueth them again. 

He taketh away the heart of the chief of the jieople of the earth, 

And causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way. 

They grope in the dark without light, 

And he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. 

1 3 LOp mine eye hath seen all this. 

Mine ear hath heard and understood it. 

Wliat ye know, (he same do I know also : 

I am not inferior unto you. 

Surely I would speak to the Almighty, 

And I desire to reason with God. 

But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value. 

O that ye would altogether hold your peace I 

And it should be your wisdom, 
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tear now my reasoning, 

And hearken to the pleadings of my lips. 

Will ye speak wickedly for God 1 

And talk deceitfully for him 1 

Will ye accept his person 1 will ye contend for God J 

Is it good that he should search you out 7 

Or aa one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him ? 

He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept peraoos. 
i Shall not his excellency make you afraid t 
I And his dread fall upon you f 
[Your remembrances are like unto aslies, 
' Your bodies to bodies of clay. 

Hotd your peace, let me alone, 

That I may speak, and let come on me what will. 

Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, 

And put my life in mine hand ? 

Though he slay mc, yet will I trust in him : 

But I will maintain my own ways before him. 

Ue also sfuill be my salvation : 

For an hypocrite shall not come before him. 

Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears. 

Behold now, I have ordered my cause ; 

I know that I shall be justified. 

Who M ho that will pleafl with me ? 

For now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost. 

Only do not two things unto me : 

Then will I not hide myself from thee. 

Withdraw thy hand far from me : 

And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

Then call thou, and I ^ill answer : 

Or let me speak, and answer thou me. 

How many are mine iniquities and sins t 

Make me to know my transgression and my sin. 

WTierefore hidest thou thy face, 

And boldest me for thine enemy 1 

Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro ? 

And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 

For thou writest bitter things against me, 

And makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth. 

Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, 

And lookest narrowly unto all my paths ; 

Thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet. 

And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth, 

A3 a garment that is motlt eaten. 



14 MAN that M bom of a woman U of few days, 
And full of trouble. 
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He Cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down : 

He fleeth also as a shadow, and contin»ieth not. 

And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, 

And bringest me into judgment with thee? 

"Wlw can bring a clean thing out of an unclean 1 not one. 

Seeing his days are determined, 

Tlie number of his months are with thee, 

TJiou host appointed his bounds that he cannot pass j 

Turn from liim, that he may rest, 

Till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 

For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout 

again. 
And that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 
Though the i-oot thereof wax old in the earth, 
And the stock thereof die in the ground ; 
YeC through the scent of water it will bud, 
And bring forth boughs like a plant. 
But man dieth, and wasteth away : 
Yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where w he f 
As the waters fail from the sea, 
And the flood decayeth and drieth up : 
So man lieth down, and riseth not : 
Till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, 
Nor be raised out of their sleep. 
O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, 
That thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, 
That thou woulde.st appoint me a set time, and remember 

me ! 
If a man die, shall he live ag/ain f 
All the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change 

come. 
Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee : 
Thou wilt have a de.sire to the work of thine hands. 
For now thou nuniberest my steps : 
Dost thou not watch over my sin ? 
My transgression w sealed up in a bag, 
And thou scwest up mine iniquity. 
And surely the mountain falling cometh to nought, 
And the rock is removed out of his place. 
The watera wear the stones : 
Tliou waahest away the things which grow out of the dust of the 

earth ; 
And thou destroyest the hope of man. 
Thou prevallest for ever against hun, and he passeth : 
Thou chungest hia countenance, and sendest him away. 
Hi-'j sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not ; 
And they arc brought low, but he porceiveth it not of them. 
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But Ms flesh upon him shall have pain, 
And his soul withiD hiiu shall mourn. 



XIX. 1-27 



1 9 THEN Job answered and said, 

How long will ye vex my soul. 

And break mo in pieces with words ? 

These ten times have ye reproached me : 

Yo are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strango to me. 

And be it indeed tftat I have erred, 

Mine error remaineth with myself. 

If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, 

And plead against me my reproach : 

Know now that God hath overthrown me, 

And hath compassed me with his net. 

Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard : 

I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, 

And he hath set darkness in my paths. ^ 

He hath stripped me of my glory. 

And taken the crown y'rtwn my head. 

He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone : 

And mine hope hath he removed like a tree. 

He hath also kindled his wrath against mo, 

And he counteth me unto him as one q/'his enemies. 

His troops come together, and raise up their way against me, 

And encamp round about my tabernacle. 

He hath put my brethren far from me, 

And mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me. 

My kinsfolk have failed. 

And my familiar friends have forgotten me. 

They that dwell in mine house, and my maids. 

Count me for a stranger : I am an alien in their sight. 

I called ray servant, and he gave me no answer ; 

I intreated him with my mouth. 

My breath is strange to my wife. 

Though I intreated for the children's aake oi mine own body. 

Yea, young children despised mo ; 

I aiose, and they s[)ake against me. 

All my inward friends abhorred me : 

And they whom I love<l are turned again-st me. 

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my tiesh, 

And I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; 

For the band of God hath touched me. 

Why do ye persecute me as God, 

And are not satisfied with my tlesh \ 

Oh that my words were now written ! 

DD 
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Oh that they were printed in a book ! 

That they were graven with an iron pen 

And lead in the rock for ever I 

For I know that my redeemer livetli. 

And that he shall stand at the latter da]/ upon the earth : 

And though after my skin fvorms destroy this body. 

Yet in ray flesh shall I see God ; ^ 

Whom I shall see for mysell, 

And mine eyes shall behold, and not another ; 

Though my reins be consumed within me. 

27 MOREOVER Job continued his parable, and said, 

As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment ; 

XXVII XWIII ■^"'^ '^® Almighty, who hath voced my aoulj 

• All the while mj breath ia in me, 
And the spirit of God is in my nostrils ; 
My lips shall not speak wickedness, 
Nor my tongue utter deceit. 
God forbid that I should justify you : 
1H11 I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. 
My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go : 
My heart shall not reproach m<5 so long as I live. 
Let mine enemy be as the wicked, 
And he that riyeth up against me as the unrighteous. 
For what w the hope of the lijrpocrite, though he hath gained. 
When God taketh away his soul J 

Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him I 
Will he delight liimself in the Almighty 1 
Will he always call upon God ? 
I will teach you by the hand of God ; 
That which ia with the Abiiighty will I not coDoeaJL 
Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it ; 
Why then are yo thus altogether vain t 
This is tlie portion of a wicked man with God, 
And the heritage of oppre^ors, which they shall receive of the 

Almighty. 
If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword : 
And his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread. 
Those that remain of him shall bo buried in death : 
And his widows shall not weep. 
Though he heap up silver as the dust, 
And prejjare raiment as the clay ; 
He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, 
And the innocent shall divide the silver. 
Ho buildeth his house as a moth, 

' " For I know that my vindicator or avenger livoth, and after my skin 
hath thua been de^troyod, yet without my lleiili shall 1 seo Ood." 
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And as a booth thai the keeper maketh. 

The rich man shall lie down, hut he shall not be gathered : 

He openeth iiis eyes, and he is not. 

Terrors take hold on liim as waters, 

A tempest stoaleth him away in the night. 

The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth : 

Ajid as a storm burleth him oat of his place. 

For God shall cast upon him, and not spare : 

He would fain flee out of his hand. 

Men shall clap their hands at him, 

And shall hiss him out of his place. 

28 SURELY there is a vein for the silver, 

And a place for gold where they fine it. 

Iron is taken out of the earth, 

And brass is molten out of the stone. 

He setteth an end to darkness, 

And searcheth out all perfection : 

The stones of darkness, and the shadow of death. 

The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant ; 

.fftwt the utaters forgotten of the foot : 

They are dried up, they are gone away from men. 

As/or the earth, out of it cometh bread : 

And under it is turned op as it were fire. 

The stones of it are the place of sapphires : 

And it hath dust of gold. 

There m a path which no fowl knoweth, 

And which the vulture's eye hath not seen : 

The lion's whelp.s have not trodden it, 

Nor the fierce lion passed by it. 

He putteth forth his hand upon the rock ; 

He overtumeth the mountains by the rootB< 

He cutteth out rivers among the rocks ; 

And his eye seeth every precious thing. 

He bindeth the floods from overflowing ; 

And th<s thing that it hid bringeth he forth to tight. 

But where shall wisdom be found t 

And where is the place of understanding! 

Man knoweth not the price thereof ; 

Neither is it found in the laiul of the living. 

The depth saith. It is not in me : 

And the sea saith. It is not with me. 

It cannot be gotten for gold, 

Neither shall silver be weighed ybr the price thereof. 

It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, 

With the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it : 
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And the exchange of it shall not he for jewels of fino gold. 

No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls :< 

For the price of wisdom w above rubies. 

The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, 

Neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 

Whence then cometli wisdom ? 

And where w tlie place of understanding T 

Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, 

And kept close from the fowls of the air. 

Destruction and death say, 

Wc have heard the fame thereof with our ears. 

God understandeth the way thereof, 

And he knoweth the place thereof. 

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, 

Atid seeth under the whole heaven ; 

To make the weight for the winds ; 

And he weigheth the waters by measure. 

When he made a decree for the rain, 

And a way for the lightning of the thunder : 

Then did he see it, and declare it ; 

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out. 

And unto man he said, 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that t« wisdom \ 

And to depart from evil w understanding. 

38 THEN the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and 

said, 
Who is this that darkeneth counsel 
xxxviTI -XT II ^y words without knowledge 1 

Gird up now thy loins like a man ; 
For I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth t 
Declare, if thou hast understanding, 
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest f 
Or who hath stretched the lino upon it 1 
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened % 
Or who laid the comer stone thereof ; 
When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy \ 
Or who shut up the sea with doora, 

Wlien it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb t 
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, 
And thick darkness a swaddlingbaud for it. 
And brake up for it my decreed place. 
And set bars and doors, 

And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further ; 
And here shall thy proud waves be stayed ? 
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Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days ; 

And caused the dayspring to know his place ; 

That it might take hold uf the ends of the earth. 

That the wicked might be shaken out of it 1 

It is turned as clay to the seal ; and tliey stand as a garment. 

And from the wicked their light is withholden, 

And the high arm shall be broken. 

Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea T 

Or hast thou walke<i in the search of the depth 1 

Have the gates of death been opened unto thee 1 

Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death 1 

Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth t 

Declare if thou knowest it all. 

Where is the way where light dwelleth 1 

And at far darkness, where u the place thereof, 

That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, 

And that thou shouldest know tho patiis to the liouso thereof 1 

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then bom 1 

Or because the number of thy days is great ? 

Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow t 

Or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail. 

Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, 

Against the day of battle and war 1 

By what way is the light parted, 

Which scatteroth the east wind upon the earth ? 

Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, 

Or a way for the lightning of thunder ; 

To cause it to rain on tho earth, where no man w ; 

(?»* the wilderness, wherein there is no man ; 

To satisfy the desolate and waste ground ; 

And to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth T 

Hath the rain a father 1 

Or who hath begotten the drops of dew \ 

Out of whose womb came the ice I 

And the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it t 

The waters are hid as with a stone, 

And the face of the deep is frozen. 

Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, 

Or loose the bands of Orion ? 

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth ' in his season 1 

Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sonst 

Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven t 

Canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth \ 

Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds. 

That abundance of waters may cover theo 7 

I MuBirotli.— " Sinit of tbo Zodiak " of MaxHToth, 2 Kiog* xxiiL 5, " tha 
pUn«ta " or " tha twelve ngni." 
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Canst tbou send lightningH, that they may go, 

And say unto thee, Here we are ? 

Who hath put v>Tfidom in the inward parts T 

Or who hath given understanding to the heartt 

Who can number the clouds in wisdom J 

Or who can stay the bottles of heaven, 

When the dust groweth into hardness, 

And the clods cleave fast together 1 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion ? 

Or fill the appetite of the young lions, 

When they couch in their dens, 

And abide in the covert to lie in wait! 

Who provideth for the raven his food 1 

When his young ones cry unto God, 

They wander for lack of meat. 

39 KNOWEST thou the time when the wild goats of the rock 

bring forth 1 
Or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve ? 
Canst thou number the montliB that they fulfil t 
Or knowest thou the time when they bring forth ? 
They bow themselves, they bring foilh their young ones. 
They cast out their sonowH. 

Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with com ; 
They go forth, and return not unto them. 
Who hath seat out the wild ass free ? 
Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild aas ? 
Whose house I have made the wilderness, 
And the barren land his dwellings. 
He scorneth the multitude of the city, 
Neither regai-doth he the crying of the driver. 
The range of the mountains w his pasture, 
And he searcheth after every green thing. 
Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy 

cribj 
Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow 7 
Or will he haiTOw the valleys after thee ? 
Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great 1 
Or wilt thou leave thy labour to him \ 
Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seedf 
And gather it into thy burn 1 
(iaveat thou the gootlly winga onto the peacocks 1 
Or wings and feathers unto the ostrich 1 
Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, 
And wanneth them in dust, 
And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, 
Or that the wild beast may break them. 
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She is hardened against her yomig onee, as though they loere not 

her's : 
Her labour is in vain without fear ; 
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, 
Neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 
What time she lifteth up herself on high, 
She scorneth the horse and his rider. 
Hast thou given the horse strength t 
Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ? 
Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper 1 
Tlie glory of his nostrils in terrible. 
He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength ; 
He goeth on to meet the armed men. 
He mockcth at fear, and is not affrighted ; 
Neither tumeth he back from the sword. 
The quiver rattleth against him, 
The glittering spear and the shield. 
He Bwalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage : 
Neither believefch he that iV tV the sound of the trumpet. 
He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha ; 
And he smelleth the battle afar off, 
The thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 
Doth the hawk fly by thy ^^^sdom, 
A nd stretch her wings toward the south J 
Doth the eagle momit up at thy command. 
And make her nest on high 7 
She dwelleth and abidcth on the rock, 
Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. 
From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes Itehold afar off. 
Her young ones also suck up blood : 
And where the slain are, there is she. 

40 THEN answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind, 

and said, 
Gird up thy loins now like a man : 
I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto mo. 
Wilt thou also disannul my judgment I 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous 1 
Hast thou an arm like Ood 1 
Or canst thou thunder with a voice like himt 
Deck thyself now tvilh majesty and excellency ; 
And array thyself with glory and beauty. 
Cast abroiad the rage of thy wrath : 
And behold every one that w prouil, and abase him. 
Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low ; 
And tread down the wicked in their place. 
Hide them in the dust together ; and bind their faces in secret. 
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Then will I al8<i confess unto thee 

That thine own right hand can save thee. 

Behold now behemoth,* which I made with thee ; 

He eatcth grass as an ox. 

Lo now, his strength is in his loins, 

And his force is in the navel of his belly. 

He moveth his tail like a cedar : 

The sinews of his stones are wrapped together. 

His bones are a* strong pieces of brass ; 

His bones are like bars of iron. 

He w the chief of the ways of God : 

He that mode him can make his sword to approach unto him. 

Surely the mountains bring him forth food, 

Where all the beivsts of the field play. 

He lieth under the shady trees. 

In the covert of the reed, and fens. 

The shady trees rover htm unth their shadow ■ 

The willows of the brook compass him about. 

Behold, he <lrinkoth up a river, arte? hasteth not : 

Hetrusteth that he can draw up Jordan int<i his mouth. 

He taketh it with his eyes : his nose piorceth through snares. 

41 CANST thou draw out leviathan * with an hook t 

Or his tongue with a cord whu-h thou lettest down 1 

Canst thou put an hook into bis nose T 

Or bore his jaw through with a thorn 1 

Will he make many supplications unto thee 1 

Will he speak soft wordn unto thee t 

Will he make a covenant with thee 1 

Wilt thou take him for a servant for evert 

Wilt thou play with liim as tvith a bird 1 

Or wilt thou bind him for thy maiclens 1 

Shall thy companions make a banrjuet of himi 

Shall they part liim among the merchants'! 

Canst thou till his skin with barbed irons 1 

Or his head with fish spears t 

Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more. 

Behold, the hope of him is in vain : 

Shall not oii^ be cast down even at the sight of him 1 

None is so fierce that dare stir him up : 

Who then is able to stand before me f 

Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him T 

Whaisoeivr is under the whole heaven is mine. 

I will not conceal his parts, 

Nor his power, nor his comely proportion. 

' Buhainoth = liiiijiopotttraus. 

* LeTJathan, or the crocodile, in not fouud ia th« rirsr Jordan, 
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Who can discover the face of his garment 1 

Or who can come to him with his double bridle f 

Who can open the dooi-s of his face 1 

His teeth are terrible round about. 

His scales are his pride, 

Shut up together as unth a close seal. 

One is so near to anothei', that no air can come between them. 

They are joined one to another, 

They stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 

By his neesings a light doth shine, 

And his eyea are like the eyelids of the morning. 

Out of his mouth go burning lampa, afid sparks of fire leap out. 

Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, 

As out of a seething fx)t or caldron. 

liis breath kindleth coals, and a tiame goeth out of his mouth. 

In his neck remaineth strength, 

And sorrow is turned into joy before him. 

The flakes of his flesh are joined together : 

They are firm in themselves ; they cannot be moved. 

His heart is as firm as a stone ; 

Tea, M bard as a piece of the nether mill«loTte. 

When he raise th up himself, the mighty are afraid : 

By reason of breakings they purify themselves. 

The aword of him tliat layeth at him cannot hold : 

The spear, the dart, nor the habergeon. 

He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. 

The arrow cannot make him flee : 

Slingstones are turned with him into stubble. 

Darts are counted a^ stubble : 

He laugheth at the shaking of a spear. 

Sharp stones are under him : 

He spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire. 

He maketh the deep to boil like a pot ; 

He maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. 

He maketh a path to shine after him ; 

Oiie would think the deep lo be hoary. 

Upon earth there is not bis Uke, who is made without fear. 

He beholdeth all high things : 

He is a king over all the children of pride. 

42 THEN Job answered the Lord, and said, 
I know that thou canst do every thing, 
And that no thought can be withholden from thee. 
Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge 1 
Therefore have I uttered that I understood not ; 
Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
Hear, I beseech thee, and I will spoak : 
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I will demand of thee, ood declare thou unto me. 

I have heard of tbeo by the hearing of the ear : 

But now mine eye seefcli thee. 

Wherefore I abhor mi/aelf, and repent in dust and ashes. 

And it was no, that after the Lord ha<l ijpoken these Afrords 
unto Job, the Loud said to Eliphaz the Temaoite, My wrath is 
kindled against thee, and against thy two friends : for ye have 
not spoken of me the thittg that is right, as ray servant Job hath. 
Therefore tjike unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, 
and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt 
offering ; and my servant Job shall pray for you : for him will I 
accept : lest I deal with you a/ter your folly, in that ye have not 
spoken of me the thing which is right, like my servant Job. So 
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamatliite went, and did according as the Lohd commanded 
them ; tlie Lord also accepted Job. 

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for 
his friends : also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
t»efore. Then came there unto him all his bretliren, and all his 
sisters, and all thf?y that ha<l been of his acquaintance before, and 
did eat breati with him in his house : and they bemoaned him, 
and comforted him over all the evil that the Lord hod brought 
upon him : every man also gave him a piece of money, and every 
one an ean'ing of gold. 

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning : for he htu\ fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand 
camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she a oaoo . 
He hod also seven sons and three daughters. And he called the 
name of the first, Jemima ; and the name of the second, Kezia ; 
and the name of the third, Keren happuch. And in all the land 
were no women found m fair as the daughters of Job : and their 
father gave them inheritance among their brethren. 

After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his 
sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, 
being old and full of days. 
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